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PREPARATORY COMMITTEES. 

THB STATIONING COMMITTBB. 

This Committee is constitated of a representative from each District, 
elected by ballot of all the ministers in foil connexion, the President and 
Secretary of the preceding Conference, one of the Missionary Secretaries, 
and one of the officers of Uie Theological Institations. During its sittings 
the members are enjoined not to divulge any of its secrets until the plan 
of the stations is completed, when the representatives are directed, with- 
out delay, to write to iteir brethren who remain in the circuits, informing 
them of dieir appointments ; and it is expected that similar iuformation 
be sent to all the circuit stewards. When answers have been returned 
from these different parties to their respective representatives, the Com- 
mittee, during some of the first days of the Conference, again meets and 
revises its plan, to suit, as far as practicable, the views and wishes of the 
ministers and stewards ; and at this meeting the newly-elected President 
presides, and the President and Secretary of the preceding year are mem- 
bers. This Committee assembled on Friday, the 19th of July, in City- 
road Chapel, London, to prepare the first draft of the stations of the 
ministers for the ensuing year ; and continued its sittings, by various ad- 
journments, until its business was completed. 

KINGSWOOD AND W0ODHOU8E-OBOVB SCHOOLS OOMMITTBB. 

This Committee met on Wednesday evening, July 24th, and was nu- 
merously attended by ministers and laymen from all parts of the Con- 
nexion. After the usual devotional services, the President of the Confer- 
ence called on the Rev. John Cabb to read the minutes which detailed 
the proceedings of the Kingswood School Local Committee, and their 
report gave a most satisfactory account of the state of the school. The 
Rev. Jonathan Cbowtheb then read his report of the examination, and 
in all respects there was matter for satisfaction and gratitude. 

The Rev. F. J. Jobson read the Treasurer's report, with reference to 
the New School, from which it appeared that the plans and preparatory 
arrangements generally respecting New Kingswood School, had been 
agreed upon previous to the last Conference ; and, to hasten the com- 
mencement of the erection, the resolution of the former Conference was 
Bomewhat modified ; and the last Conference directed that when £8,000 
had been obtained in cash, or in good promises, the building might be 
begun. In the month of February last, Mr. Cusworth informed the Com- 
mittee of Management, assembled at Bath, that he had obtained the re- 
quired amount in promises, such as might be safely relied upon; and 
the Committee resolved to commence the buildings as soon as practicable. 
Before this it had been ascertained by some members of the Committee, 
that the piece of land adjoining the upper part of the ground purchased 
B 
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for New Kingswood School, and which, in the first instance, was declared 
to be most desirable to secure from annoyance, and to complete the New 
Kingswood premises, — might be obtained for the sum of J6580 } and tbejy 
having also ascertained, tbat if the buildings Were placed further back^ 
and on coraparatiTely level ground instead of on a steep hill, as tbey 
might be if the additional piece of ground were obtained, the amount of 
money required for the purchase of the additional piece of land would be 
fully saved in the expense of the building, recommended the purchase to 
be made ; and the Committee purchased it accordingly. The plans were 
immediately revised, and, without any material alteration in the dimen - 
sions, and relative situations of the rooms, it was found, by the estimate 
supplied, that, on the enlarged and more level site, a saving in the ex- 
pense would be realized of £700. A form of contract with the builder, 
— Mr. John Yaughan, of fiath,~on the reduced amount, was prepared 
under the direction of the Committee, and has been duly signed by Mr. 
Vanner and the Bev. F. J. Jobson, bearing date April 8, 1850. The con- 
tract is for the payment to the builder of £8,875, if the whole of the 
works shall be satisfactorily completed ; but, that the Committee might 
proceed safely, it has been agreed by a clause in the contract for that 
object, that, at present, the Chapel, which is a separate building, shall 
not be erected ; and this reduces the amount contracted for by £800. It is 
not the intention of the Committee to abandon the erection of a Chapel 
on the premises. They have merely postponed that part of the work 
until they shall have ascertained the exact amount of money available for 
the buildings, and know tbat they can complete their entire plans ivithout 
encumbering the Institution with debt. The foundation-stone of the 
new school was laid on the 20th of June, by James Heald, Esq., M. P. 
The day was favourable to the object ; the attendance was large and in- 
fluential ; and the entire services of the day were satisfactory and encou- 
raging. The buildings are now in course of erection, and will soon have 
reached the square, and be ready for the roofing. By the terms of the 
contract, they are to be completed and fit for habitation by the 81st of 
October, ISt'il. After the report had been read, it was unanimously 
agreed that the following resolutions should be recommended to the Con- 
ference: — 1. That Mr. Vanner be appointed a Treasurer of the Building 
Fund, in the place of Mr. Hunter ; 2. That the Public Collection pro- 
mised by the Conference, on behalf of New Kingswood School, be di- 
rected to be made at as early a date as practicable ; 3. That Trustees fur 
the New Kingswood estate be appointed in equal numbers of ministers 
and lay gentlemen, so that a legally secure settlement of it may be made 
without any further delay; and 4. That permission be given by the Con- 
ference to sell the old Kingswood premises. 

The Rev. Fbancis A. West read the minutes of the Woodhouse Grove 
Local Committee. They indicated that the school was, generally, in a 
satisfactory and flourishing condition. The vacations of the school were 
recommended to be a few weeks earlier. There was a great desire among 
the buys to acquire general information ; and with that view they made 
very good use of the library. The defective state of the school-room was 
alluded to, and the Committee hoped that they would be allowed to parti- 
cipate in the collection, so far at least as Yorkshire was concerned, in 
order to meet the expenses of the repairs required to make the establish- 
ment comfortable. When the school was first erected, if was intended to 
accommodate only 70 boys; there are now in it 120. 

Mr. BoBiKSON Kay made particular enquiries as to the salaries and 



money value of other allowances of the head and other masters in the 
respectiye schools, and he was famished with the information reqnired. 
As a laymani he felt a deep interest in the well-being of these schools. 
(Hear, hear.) Whilst their ministers were labonring in different parts of 
tlie Connexion, they had to entrust the care of their children to these es- 
tablishments ; everyone, and especially every layman, ought, therefore, 
to take great interest in every thing pertaining and essential to their 
prosperity and success. (Hear, hear.) Twelve months ago, he made the 
remark, that the literary attainments of the scholars, and the instruction 
in the schools, were defective. It was for that reason he wished to as- 
certain the precise amount of the salaries. He considered it important 
that the head masters should be men who had taken a high literary posi- 
tion in our universities. When they offered j£dOO or £400 a-year, they 
would be able to procure first- rate tiUent While they saw Sheffield and 
Taunton bidding high for talent, they saw Kingswood and Woodhouse 
Grove bidding low. If one feeling more than another ought to exercise 
sway over their minds, it was this, — that ministers, those reverend men 
who were devoting their lives to the spread of vital religion and the ad- 
vancement of Methodism, should feel and see that the laity were taking 
that deep interest in the welfare of their families, which they had a right 
to expect, and for which they would be amply rewarded, by seeing min- 
isters' sons becoming worthy successors of their parents, if the children 
were trained under eminent and talented masters. (Hear, hear.) The 
Bev. C. Pbest said, that there could be no diversity of opinion with re- 
gard to all Mr. Kay had said ; (hear, hear ;) and he thought it was highly 
honourable to the feelings of Mr. Kay, and to the lay gentlemen whose 
sentiments he had expressed. But if the salaries of the head masters 
were to be advanced, the income of the establishments must be advanced 
also, unless some means of economizing could be put in operation. 
While, on the one hand, their income had been somewhat regular, there 
had been, on the other hand, a large increase in the number of children 
admitted to the schools. They were now in advance of their income 
£790. The Rev. G. B. Maodokald said, that having resided five years 
io Woodhouse Grove School, he might be allowed to express an opinion 
on the subject. They ought to bear in mind, that the education of boys 
at their schools terminated at fourteen, while at Sheffield or Taunton it 
was continued to seventeen or nineteen, which would necessarily require 
masters of higher attainments. When he was under instruction, thirty- 
three years ago, the classical and mathematical attainments of the boys 
were far inferior to what they are now. At present, he believed, they had 
nothing to fear from a fair comparison with Sheffield. (Hear, hear.) At 
their establishments, the basis of a thoroughly good education was laid, 
as far as it could be with boys of fourteen years of age. As far as Wood- 
luiuse Grove was concerned, the head master was calculated to meet all 
their necessities and wishes. The Bev. J. Cbowtheb bore his testimony 
to the ability and attainments of the head master at Kingswood School. 
Mr. Fbbst observed, that many men who took high honours at the uni- 
versities wer« not able to convey instruction to boys. Mr. Guswobth 
said, they had had many such men at Kingswood, and how had they 
acted ? They wanted men trained in Methodism, men who understood 
its doctrines and discipline. Eminent men coming from Oxford and 
Cambridge, bound their minds to those universities, and were totally in- 
competent for these establishments. They wanted the working class of 
teachers, sneh as they now happily possessed. (Hear, hear.) 
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ftrnd was instltated. Those of them who had been found faithful to their 
trust had become involved in pecuniaiy embarrassments, and they bad, 
therefore, a just and irresistible claim on the liberal sympathy of the 
Connexion at large. The superiority of the present mode of meeting 
the«e distressed cases, for upwards of forty years, had become obvious* 
The committee, in conclusion, urged that a special appeal should be 
made this year, by ministers and others, to the congregations in behalf 
of the trustees, who, even on trying occasions, had so generally been 
found faithful to their trust. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. John Rattbnbuby complained that he, as treasurer to the 
Education Fund, had only received about £2000 from the Chapel Fund 
treasurers, who had in their hands J&4980, which had placed him in con- 
siderable difficulties. It would be more convenient for him if his portioQ 
of the amount were remitted in small sums, and not retained until it had 
reached a large amount.... The Rev. Bobbbt Wood assured Mr. Rat- 
tenbury that he transmitted all the sums for tbe Education Fund as fast 
BB they came to bis hands. He (Mr. Wood) had on several occasions 
remitted considerable sums of his own money to that Fund ; and he 
showed that he had acted strictly according to the resolutions of Con- 
ference*. . .After some further conversation and explanation, the subject 
dropped ; and the committee proceeded to make various grants to cha- 
pels, after hearing and investigating their respective claims. 

The Rev. F. A. West said, that tbe union of the Chapel and Educa- 
tion interests had assumed a serious aspect. Some of the cases of the 
chapels which had been brought under their consideration that morning 
were of the most urgent nature, and tbe very existence of Methodism in 
the localities where they were situated depended upon the help the Con- 
ference would grant them. (Hear, hear.) The committee were aware of 
an intimation that was given two years ago, that tbe Chapel Relief Com- 
mittee would be anxious, when the proper period arrived, to dissolve this 
anion. He wished that immediate steps should be taken to consider the 
many cases of great emergency for relief; and he thought the best plan 
would be to refer the matter to the Conference, and to request that a 
committee should be appointed which would enter fully into this im- 
portant question.... The Rev. J. FowLEB said that he was not much 
surprised to hear that dissatisfaction was expressed respecting tbe union 
of the two funds. However, as the compact had been entered into for 
seven years, at the expiration of which period matters would revert to 
their original form, and as they were now in the sixth year of that union » 
he did not see the necessity of entering upon the question at present. ••• 
The Rev. J. Scott said that, if their lives were spared, on Monday next 
they would see what had been done in furtherance of the educational 
movement. He perfectly concurred with Mr. West that Conferenie 
should appoint a committee to investigate the whole question. Next 
February would terminate tbe period of the union, and, by the following 
Conference, some decided steps should be taken in reference to this ex- 
ceedingly important question. Through uncommon efforts, they had got 
rid of a great number of very bad chapel cases. By stimulating and 
encouraging trustees, they might accomplish still more. They had still 
very bad cases remaining, which it was not at all desirable should linger 

on their bands year after year — (hear, hear) — but be at once relieved 

Mr. West said that there was now a special call made on them to help a 
great number of cases, for the welfare of the Connexion depended on tbe 
relief that was given, so that trustees might see that they were disposed to 
meet them on fair and equitable terms. 
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The PnxtiDBiiT then read a reaidiitioo, wliich wis to the effect th«l 
Conference be requested to appoint an eifident committee, for the purpose 
of devising means of meeting cases of distressed chapels, and of spread- 
ing onr system of education. 

The report of the Cbapbl Buildiko Committbb was then read by 
the Rev. Wm. Kblk. It commenced by expressing their satisfitction at 
the marked and cheering progress chapel building had made in the pre- 
ceding year, notwithstanding the unhappy agitation which had prevailed io 
the Connexion during the year, which might have interrupted and para- 
lysed chapel building. The number of applications made to the commit 
tee since last Conference was 106. Of theses 52 were for new chapels, 26 
for enlargements, 10 for school houses, 6 for organs, and 12 for sides. 
Of these, 87 had been allowed, namely, 41 new chapels, 23 enlarge- 
ments, 8 schools, 6 organs, and 9 sales. Out of the 72 chapels and 
■chools allowed to be bidlt or enlarged, 25 were either to be free from debt 
or the debt was not to be increased. •• .The entire cost of the buildings 
allowed by the eommittre was estimated at J8d8,6d9 18s. The same item 
in the report of last year was £21,275, showing an advance of no less 
than £17,424. This was no evidence that the confidence of onr people in 
the institotions of Methodism was abated — (applause) — or that they had 
any misgivings as to the security of our chapel property. (Hear, hear.) 
The amount of debt on the abore outlay was £9,568, and the expeeted 
income £1,880 9s. . • .The returns of buildings completed within the year 
were still more encouraging, amounting to 100. Of these, 57 were com- 
pleted according to rule, & had received no sanction from the committee, 
and in 26 cases the final debt had exceeded the sum agreed on. Of the 
57 cases in which rule had been observed, there were 25 new chapels, IS 
enlaigements, 4 school houses, and 4 organs, the aggregate cost of which 
was £13,452 68. 7d. In 33 cases out of the 51, no debt had been in- 
curred ; and on the remainder, the debt amounted to only £945, — ^whilc 
the annual income realised was £380. In 26 cases, the actaal debts were 
£4,323 17s. lid. above those agreed upon. With the exception of two 
cases, this class of chapels showed an improvement on the corresponding 
class of last year. The committee regretted that they should 
have to report that 23 cases of erections and enlargements should 
have taken place, without their sanction, especially as 12 out of the 23 
were financially good, and would have received their cheerful consent had 
It been solicited. (Hear, hear.) The totol cost in this class of cases, was 
£3,961; the debt £1,362;— and the annual income £157 lis..... The 
Committee regretted that more progress had not been made in the depart- 
ment of school buildings, only four such buildings having been erected 
doring the year, one of which, however, was deserving of honourable men- 
tion. In the First Manchester Cireoit, at Redbank, Fiands Pamell, JBsq., 
had erected a most commodious and beautiful school, which cost him 
£1,000 whidi he had presented to the Connexion entirdy frsc from debt; 
(hnr, hear; ) the Committee, therefore, reroectfnlly suggested that this 
case deserved the spedal thanks of the Conference. At Funley, also, in 
the Stroud Cireuit, a chapd had been built and presented to the Connexioo 
by John Hancock, Esq., (hear, hear,) but the Committee had not been 
furnished with any particulan respecting it The Committee constantly 
made inquiries, in thdr revised sdwdules of applications for new chapds, 
as to what provision was intended for the accommodation of the poor, and 
of the children of our Sunday and Day-schools ; and they spedaUy recom- 
mended^ that the provision for the poor in the new ckApids shonld not 
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AUXILIABT rUKD COMMITTBB. 

iiiittee, for considering and relieving eases of special distresf 
rnumerary ministers and their families, met on Saturday 
.ly 27tL. The proceedings were not of public interest 

SABBATH OBSEBTANCE COMHITIBE. 

>mmittee met at three o'clock on Saturday afternoon. After 
devotion al exercises, the Rev. Robbbt Nbwstbad read the re- 
.- Committee. It began by stating, that there was a general 
iounded on many pleasing facts, that there never was a period 
tory of this country when the doctrine of the Sabbath attracted 
. ersal attention ; although perhaps there never was a time when 
aon of Sabbath sanctification was surrounded vrith more anzions 
ances. The wide diffusion of the Sabbath Prize Essays, and the 
kbat had been made to innovate on the sanctity of the Sabbath at 
iral Post Office, in October last, had most materially contributed 
jn the public mind to the importance of the subject. The Lord'e 
jiety had liberally offered to place all its efficient agency, through- 
land, at the disposal of the Committee, which had greatly assisted 
A procuring petitions to Parliament from remote places, that, no 
effectually contributed to the result which happily followed, — the 
ision of postmen's labour on the Sabbath, in consequence of the 
^8 of Lord Ashley's motion, on the drd of June. In accordance 
"he decision of the House of Commons, the collection and delivery 
'ters and newspapers, on Snnday, ceased on the 23rd of Jnne last 
equently, the Committee had forwarded a petition, signed by the 
ident of the Conference and the people of our Connexion, against 
Locke's motion. On the 9th of June, the Committee forwarded a 
norial through the proper channel, to her Migesty the Queen, ezpres- 
-* of their gratitude for the great boon that had been conferred on the 
tmen, in consequence of her Majesty consenting to the address of the 
^use of Commons. The memorial had been honoured with the usual 
icious acknowledgement, by Sir George Grey. Since that period. Lord 
^hley had had transmitted to him 237 addresses, for presentation to the 
•ueen. It was with great regret, that the Committee had observed that 
1 attempt, mainly through the clamour of the Sunday newspaper press, 
•ad been made to have the order rescinded. Happily, Mr. Locke's mo- 
ion was lost, although the Committee feared that they would not olti- 
nately secure all they desired. The Committee recommended that mul- 
titudes of petitions and memorials should b« presented, praying that the 
present measure should be fairly tried, so that the conntry might form 
an opinion from experience of its beneficial operation. l*he Committee 
favourably alluded to the Sunday Trading Bill, which had passed the 
House of Lords, and had been read for the second time in the House of 
CiNomons ; but deeply lamented the systematic efforts that were carried 
on by Railway Companies throughout the country, to ran trains on the 
Sabbath day more recklessly than ever. 

Mr. Hbald, M. p., (interrupting Mr. Newstead,) said that great efforts 
had been made by Railway Companies at Manchester, to divert tiie children 
from the Sunday Schools, by carrying them at cheap fares to distant pla- 
ces ; bat he was happy to say that that had now oeued. The people of 
Manchester had made a strong demonstration on the subject, and had suc- 
ceeded in preventing its levivol. (Hear, hear.) Another pleasing fact. 
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only be ample bat as comfortable ai possible. In eonclosion, the Com- 
mittee could not help reverting, with peculiar feelings of satisfaction, to 
the progress which had been made in the erection and enlargement of 
chapels free from debt ; they trusted that this movement, in the right di- 
rection would steadily advance, in order both to enable penons in hnmble 
eircumstances to take sittings at a reduced charge, and also that the income 
available from the larger chapels might be appropriated to the increase of 
the Ministry,— an object which every day's experience showed to be neces- 
sary to full and efficient Pastoral oversight. 

Mr. Kelk then proceeded to read the general statements contained in 
the schedules. This led to a conversation concerning the excess of debt 
on Poplar Chapel, beyond what had been allowed, and which, it appeared, 
had arisen almost wholly out of extravagant expenditure on the organ. 
Mr. Fabmeb said, that it would place things in their right position, and 
save a great deal of unpleasant discussion, if it was expressed, at their 
District meetings, that they considered organs as extras, and that it was 
not essential to the worship of Ood to have them in our chapels. (Hear, 
hear.) If Mends thought proper to have organs, they should be told 
that the expenses attending their erection must be defrayed, irrespective 
of the amount required for the buildings themselves ; and that they wonid 
best ahow the importance they attached to organs, by diligence in col- 
lecting subscriptions for them. (Hear, hear.) The Bev. C. Pbbst said, 
that the erection of organs without adequate funds, was the infliction of 
an evil that was perpetually occurring, and one which frequently involved 
dlapel funds in serious difficulties. Mr. Vanneb said, the plain fact of 
the case was, that the parties who advocated the introduction of organs 
were those* who had been enlisted in the scheme. Let them see who was 
to pay for the organs, and the evil would soon cease ; — the expenses con- 
sequent on the erection of organs should not belong to the trust fund at 
all. In an instance with which he had been immediately connected, the 
erection of an organ had been treated strictly in the manner recom> 
mended. Mr. Walkeb thought, that a resolution condemning the erec« 
tion of organs without the necessary funds, should be passed at once. 
Mr. Prest said that the organ cases, which had been brought under their 
notice, should be reported to Conference, that it might be shown that 
ttiere was a sufficient power of discipline. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the officers and others, and the busi- 
ness of the Committee then closed. 

THE BOOK COMMITTEE. 

This Committee met on Friday, July 26th, at Five o'clock. The Book 
Steward, the Rev. J. Mason, read the report, which, considering the cir- 
cumstances of the Connexion during the past year, was highly gratifying. 
It stated that, in the sales of the books, there had in some instances been 
an increase. Subsequently a vote of thanks was passed to the President 
for his admirable pamphlet published shortly after the last Conference. 
The President, in reply, said, that he had seen an observation — he be- 
lieved it was in the Watchman — that, he had begun to stoop. Let it, 
however, be distinctly understood that, however he might be disposed to 
stoop on one point, he would never stoop to radicalism. (Hear, hear.) A 
demand was made that they should put the pastoral office into commis- 
sion ; but it was a duty no less enjoined on the ministry to exercise the 
pastoral role than to pleach the gospel. (Hear, hear.) 
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AUXILIABT rVVD COMMITTSB. 

This Committee, for considering and relieving cases of special distresf 
among supernumerary ministers and their families, met on Saturday 
morning, July 27th. The proceedings were not of public interest. 

SABBATH OBSEBTANCB COMHITIBE. 

This Committee met at three o'clock on Saturday aftemoon. After 
the usual devotional exercises, the Kev. Robbbt Nbwbtbad read the re- 
port of the Committee. It began by stating, that there was a general 
opinion, founded on many pleasing facts, Uiat there never was a period 
in the history of this countiy when the doctrine of the Sabbath attracted 
such universal attention ; although perhaps there never was a time when 
the question of Sabbath sanctification was surrounded with more anxious 
circumstances. The wide diffusion of the Sabbath Prize Essays, and the 
attempt that had been made to innovate on the sanctity of the Sabbath at 
the Qeneral Post Office, in October last, had most materially contributed 
to awaken the public mind to the importance of the subject. The Lord's 
Day Society had liberally offered to place all its efficient agency, through- 
out the land, at the disposal of the Committee, which had greatly assisted 
them in procuring petitions to Parliament from remote places, that, no 
doubt, effectually contributed to the result which happily followed, — the 
suspension of postmen's labour on the Sabbath, in consequence of the 
success of Lord Ashley's motion, on the drd of June. In accordance 
with the decision of the House of Commons, the collection and delivery 
of letters and newspapers, on Snnday, ceased on the 23rd of June last. 
Subsequently, the Committee had forwarded a petition, signed by the 
President of the Conference and the people of our Connexion, against 
Mr. Locke's motion. On the 9th of June, the Committee forwarded a 
memorial through the proper channel, to her Miyesty the Queen, expres- 
sive uf their gratitude for the great boon that had been conferred on the 
postmen, in consequence of her Majesty consenting to the address of the 
House of Commons. The memorial had been honoured with the usual 
gracious acknowledgement, by Sir George Grey. Since that period, Lord 
Ashley had had transmitted to him 237 addresses, for presentation to the 
Queen. It was with great regret, that the Committee had observed that 
an attempt, mainly through the clamour of the Sunday newspaper press, 
had been made to have the order rescinded. Happily, Mr. Locke's mo- 
tion was lost, although the Committee feared that they would not ulti- 
mately secure all they desired. The Committee recommended that mul- 
titudes of petitions and memorials should b« presented, praying that the 
present measure should be fairly tried, so that the country might form 
an opinion from experience of its beneficial operation. I'he Committee 
favourably alluded to the Sunday Trading Bill, which had passed the 
House of Lords, and had been read for the second time in the House of 
Commons ; but deeply lamented the systematic efforts that were carried 
on by Railway Companies throughout the country, to ran trains on the 
Si^bath day more recklessly than ever. 

Mr. Hbald, M. p., (interrupting Mr. Newstead,) said that great efforts 
had been made by Railway Companies at Manchester, to divert the children 
from the Sunday Schools, by carrying them at cheap fares to distant pla- 
ces ; but he was happy to say that that had now ceased. The people of 
Manchester had made a strong demonstration on the subject, and bad suc- 
ceeded in preventing its revival. (Hear, hear.) Another pleasing fact. 
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ID eonnecdon with the Sabbath question was, that between the time of the 
adoption of Lord Ashley's address and Mr. Locke's motion, Mr. Forster, 
the Member for Berwick) bronght forward a motiooi empowering private 
individoals to carry letters on Sundays, which was lost by a large majority. 
(Hear, hear.) It was also known, throughout the country, that Mr. Locke 
was to bring forward his motion. on a certain night; and yet it was a fact 
worthy of being recorded, that, notwithstanding that intimation, the peti- 
tions entrusted to Mr. Locke in favour of his motion were exceedingly few, 
being only 27 ; while he (Mr. Heald) alone presented 47 petitions against 
that motion. (Hear, hear.) Now, these were great facts, which would tell 
on the public mind better than arguments^ (Hear, hear.) .... The Rev. 0. 
Prbst said, that Lord John RusselPs motion of inquiry into the operation 
of the Sabbath question had awakened great feelings of excitement, for 
fear the authorities should resort to the old system, unless a vigoroos 
effort was made to resist it. ... . Mr. Nswstbao then proceeded to read the 
remainder of the Committee's elaborate Report. 

Mr. Heald said that he was veiy deeply impressed that, as a people, 
the Wesleyan Methodist Society were singularly deficient in the deli- 
verance of their sentiments on the right observance of the Sabbath as an 
institution. As a member of the Wesleyan body, and in anticipation of 
coming events, he had respectfully ventured to suggest, on a former oc- 
casion, that the President of the Conference should preach a sermon on 
the great question of Sabbath observance. Almost every week since that 
period, the importance of the subject had been deeply impressed on his 
mind, — particularly from the loose notions which he often heard in the 
House of Commons. He was not aware what was the reason this vital 
question was not taken up by the Conference. He did not know that any 
work on the subject had received o£Scial sanction, except what was found 
on the Sabbath in Mr. Wesley's volume of sermons. The Evangelical 
Alliance had suggested that sermons should be preached on the subject. 
The most strange doctrines were often broached on this subject in the 
House of Commons, by fearless and earnest men, such as Col. Thomp- 
son. There was a great lack of official data, to which they, as Wesley, 
ans, could appeal in maintenance of the institution, and which would 
clearly define the nature and obligations of the Christian Sabbath. He 
was deeply impressed that this was due to our body, which was not only 
shedding its influence on the British Islands but — a foct that ought never 
to be overlooked — had its missionaries all over the globe. He, therefore^ 
earnestly hoped, that the closing sermon of the President would be on the 
principle and obligation of the Christian Sabbath ; and whom could he 
select more fit for the task, from his sober judgement and matured ezpe> 
rience, than Thomas Jackson ? (Hear, hear.) He, (Mr. H.,) therefore, 
suggested, if the Committee sympathized with him, (hear, hear,) that the 
President be earnestly and urgently requested to comply with the desire of 
the Committee in this respect. . . .The Pbbsidbnt said that it was impos- 
sible for him to comply with the request, if they remembered the number 
of his many duties. He did not think that a sermon would be the most 
appropriate form to discuss such an important question. He had had his 
attention directed to the subject for some years, and had delivered a series 
of lectures on it. There were many loose notions to be controverted, such 
as those held by the present Archbishop of Dublin and others, and it 
would afford him much pleasure if he could by any possibility accede to 
the desire of Mr. Heald. . • .Mr. Prbst said that in our times the Sabbath 
question has assumed a new form, and a new mode of argument was ne- 
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oessaiy to meet it, especially among those who held etroneons views on 
the subject If the President would take up the subject at his own proper 
time, not only would the cause of God be thereby promoted, but it 
would also tend veiy materially to place the question on its proper basis. 
What was wanted among our people was an official treatise, which had 
received the sanction of the Couference. . . .The Rev. J. M'Lban thought 
they would not gain much by dealing with details. Their best business 
would be to bring to bear the testimony of God's word on it. It was 
wholesome to keep the old and scriptural doctrines. . . . Mr. Heald then 
moved, ** that this committee being deeply convinced of the great im- 
portance, under existing circumstances, of a more full and formal de- 
claration than has hitherto appeared of the views held by our Connexion 
as to the standing obligations of the Christian Sabbath, and the practical 
duties therewith connected, respectfully suggests to the Conference the 
expediency of its requesting the Rev. Thomas Jackson to prepare for 
publication, as early as convenient, and in such form as the Conference 
may judge most fitting, something which may meet the present emergency, 
and ma> be adopted as an official statement of the principles maintained 
by the Conference on that important subject.'* •• Mr. Pbbst seconded the 
resolution, which, after a few words from Mr. Crowthek in its support, 
was carried unanimously. 

After some further conversation, thanks were voted to the committee 
and oiUcers, and the proceedings dosed. 

THE CATECHUMEN COMMITTEE. 

This committee met on Saturday evening. . . .The Rev. Samuel Jack- 
son said that the committee had no regular report prepared this year. 
fie would therefore make a verbal statement of the committee's proceed- 
ings, and would conclude with moving three resolutions for the cousidera- 
tion of Conference. I'here were about 34 circuits in which application 
had been made to the chairman of the district, to appoint some members 
to act 93 catechists, who would pay attention to the state of the youths 
in the- various circuits; and from 20 circuits most cheering and satisfac- 
tory answers had been received, declaring the brethren's readiness to ac- 
cept the office. Their labour would be divided into two departments — the 
adult and juvenile population. There was a great out-field population, 
as Thomas Chalmers used to call it, which consisted of the adult popu- 
tion, to seek the conversion of whom was the great duty of .the Christian 
church. When Methodism first arose, Mr. Wesley, under the Di\ine 
guidance, originated a system for the illumination and conversion of this 
description of the population. But there was another class not less im- 
portant — the children of those parents who spent a part of their life in 
alienation from God. The juvenile department would be divided into 
two classes — one in £ngland and another in France. The Catechumen 
Institution intended to accomplish the various efforts that had been made, 
and were making, to bring the minds of those Sunday and day scholars 
to a right issue, and to enrol them as members of a Christian church. 
Having been once under Christian discipline, it would be the catechists* 
policy to keep them under that discipline, until their characters were 
formed, aud they had been brought into fellowship with Christ. Such 
were the great objects of the Catechumen Institution. He contemplated 
the period with lively satisfaction when our ministry would be brought 
into union with onr educational institutions, so that they would be iden- 
tified and one in their object — ^not by any Conference enactment, but 
C 
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tlkrough the progress of good feeling and kind solicitude for the spiritaal 
welfare of our youth. He hoped the day would arrive when they would 
be brought to chapel to hear something more than what the teacher of 
the Sunday or day school had taught them — something on a matter began 
by the teacher and completed by the preacher. The first resolution that 
he would propose was, that there should be issued from the book-room 
some three or four pages, containing a selected list of Scriptural lesaoDs* 
and let two lessons be prepared for every Sunday in the year. By such 
a method, the minds of youths and families would be simultaneously oc- 
cupied, and the preacher could allude to these subjects in his discourse, 
when preaching for the instruction of the youth. These lessons were to 
be prepared by the editors of our magazines. His second proposition 
was, that '* Catechumen Tickets'' should be prepared, which the mi- 
nisters would be authorized to purchase at the book-room. This would 
be a very harmless expedient, and would be the means of attaching the 
young people to the ministry. His thibd proposition was, that they 
should recommend to the Conference that Catechumen schedules should 
be prepared on a new principle, as those hitherto in use gave a great deal 
of unnecessary trouble. He thought these three resolutions could be 
safely adopted by Conference without any manner of risk, and he ex- 
pected the result would be very satisfactory .... Mr. JoBSOV said there 
could be no doubt of the desirsbbleness of such a list as that mentioned, 
by those who were accustomed to visit Sabbath schools, and he felt no 
hesitation in recommending it. • . . A long discussion ensued on the details 
of the resolutions.... The Rev. Mr. Davies observed that he feared the 
project would excite an expectation that ministers would attend the schools 
more frequently than their other duties permitted.. ..Mr. Smith, of 
Camborne, highly approved of the plan, and the lessons would be very 
useful in many ways. He often found it an awkward task to address the 
young from some lessons which were suddenly placed before him. It was 
also highly important that the same lessons should be used throughout 
the Connexion.... Some other speakers having expressed their opinions 
on the subject, Mr. Heald said that he was very much pleased with Mr. 
Jackson's scheme of lessons, but he feared, like Mr. Davies, they would 
excite a great deal of expectation in our Sunday-schools, which could 
never be realised as far as ministerial visits were concerned. He had a 
deep impression on his mind that one of the greatest faults and failings 
of our Connegiion was that we were paying too much attention to bricks 
and mortar, and too little to the extension of the ministry. He did not 
desire that more duties and burdens should be imposed on our ministers, 
but he was prepared to say, without any qualification whatever, that 
in order to carry out to the fullest extent Mr. Jackson's laudable plan of 
Scriptural lessons, the ministers of our Connexion should be brought into 
direct contact with our Sunday-schools. Methodism was in a peculiar 
position at the present time, and his belief was that the future congrega- 
tions of Methodist chapels were to be supplied from our Sunday-schools. 
We were, in the providence of God, a people who had been awakened to 
a sentic of Gospel truth, and a mission had been given us to disperse it 
over the nations. While every other section of the Christian church in- 
creased their agency to a great extent, they might depend upon it it was 
not good for us to remain almost stationary. The Church of England 
was not backward in this respect; it had engrafted the voluntary principle 
to such an extent, in the shape of endowments, that, taken per se, was 
really astonishing j and the churches thus endowed often exercised such a 
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degree of inflaence in their respective localities as did not belong to ns or 
any other Christian body. How were we to meet it? He did not believe 
that we should be able to meet it by the most diligent attention to the 
adult population ; but we could meet it, and excel it too, among the 
infant and juvenile population of the country. (Hear, hear.) The 
Church of England could not come near us as regarded Sunday-schools. 
It knew and felt this. (Hear, hear.) In large populous towns we had 
our Sunday-schools crowded. God seemed to have given a large portion 
of the rising generation to our iceeping; and if we expected to increase 
our congregations and to add to our ministry, he believed in his conscience 
that we must begin with the Sunday-schools. Mr. Jackson's plan, so far 
as it went, was everything that could be desired; but then, to do justice to 
our Sunday-schools, we wanted more than 100 additional ministers, who 
he would have to visit our Sabbath schools every Sunday, for the purpose 
of instructing the children and winning their hearts. By going among 
the children, let them teach them that they felt an interest in their wel- 
fare. (Hear, hear.) And if the children were once convinced of this, 
the ministers would soon through them get to their parents. If they had 
the best selected lessons, without being accompanied with the living mi- 
nistry, much success would not attend them. ... Mr. S. Jackson said, 
if the lessons once received the sanction of Conference, he was sure minis- 
ters would take them up, and great benefit would be the result.... Mr. 
Kit said that he must confess he felt obliged to Mr. Jackson for the con- 
tinued efforts which he was making for improving the minds of the young. 
The great fact was admitted on all hands, that there was nothing 
like systematic teaching of the young. They would find on investi- 
gation that there were not five circuits throughout the kingdom which 
adopted the same plan in their Sunday-schools. This was an ac- 
knowledged disadvantage, which loudly called for a remedy. He 
thought that remedy was to be found in Mr. Jackson's plan of Scrip- 
tural lessons, simple and unimposing as it was, which proposed to pro- 
ceed quietly until something more extensive could be built on it.... 
Mr. Pbest said, that if this scheme were carried into effect, additional 
ministers must be had to perform the work ; for, as far as his own circuit 
was concerned, he and his colleagues had now as much to do as they pos- 
sibly could perform. . . .The Rev. R. Jackson assured the committee that 
the issuing of the tickets would not involve much additional labour on 
the ministry, as he knew from practical experience in his own circuit. . . . 
Mr. Smith could not help regarding the elements of our church as in a 
state of transition ; and if we were to hold our position in the world, in- 
creased attention must be paid to the biblical and religious state of our 
juvenile population. (Hear, h^ar.) He thought, therefore, that they 
^ere bound to make an effort, let it involve what cost it might, to recog- 
nise, by such proposal as this, those young persons bletween the ages of 
12 and 18, to whom one evening in the quarter ought to be devoted by 
our ministers, if they desired it to work successfully. 

Mr. S. Jackson then proceeded at considerable length to detail the 
project in reference to France. He said that he had, on his own responsi- 
bility, engaged ^r. B. Cook, son of their respected minister at Paris, as 
c»techistfor Paris, at a salary of £100 a-year — a quarter of which had 
already been paid him by himself. He had engaged Mr. Cook for three 
years. As there was no special provision made for the young man by 
Conference, he (Mr. J .) confidently expected that this excellent mission 
would not be allowed to languish for the want of the necessary funds. • • • 
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the ordinary Contingent Fond, and if it were stated in tbat way to the 
Connexion, many wonid be found ready to help. He for one should be 
glad to contribute to a separate fund, and let it be known that such cases 
would be met Mr. Fabmeb wished some facts to go from that meeting 
which would do the Connexion good. Let it be stated that acconnts were 
kept of the sums which had been contributed, and that such acooimts 
were produced there. He felt at liberty to propose that a Special Fvvd 
be formed for the purpose of meeting such special cases. Mr. Johk 
Habtlbt,^ of Wolverhampton, expressed his intention to hare proposed 
something of that kind, if no one else did. He cordially seeonded Mr. 
Farmer's proposition and would give fifty pounds towards the Special 
Fund. Mr. Vannsb felt happy to build on such a foandation, and would 
give twenty pounds for the same excellent object. The proposal was 
then unanimously adopted by the Committee. The Pxbsideht observed 
that the time of contraries had gone by— they were all of one heart and 
of one mind in their determination to support Methodism. A conversa- 
tion then ensued respecting the propriety of administering the fund thus 
raised through the ordinary Contingent Fund Committee, or by the ap- 
pointment of a special Committee for that purpose, in which Mr. Yickebs, 
Mr. Farmeb, Mr. Scott, Dr. Newton, Mr. S. Jackson, Mr. Cdswobth, 
Mr. JoBSON, and Mr. Habtlet took part: after which it was agreed 
that the subject should be resumed at the adjourned meeting in the eve- 
ning* 

The Etbning Sitting was commenced at six o'clock, when the far- 
ther investigation of the case continued till the close of the proceedingR 
at eight o'clock.... The Rev. Wm. Bubt adverted to the Pamphlets 
which had been sent to different parts of the Connexion, from the Book 
room, relating to the proceedings of the last Conference, and the agitation 
which had prevailed, many of which had been sold, and some given 
away. Statements had been expressly made that these pamphlets were 
to be paid for out of the Contingent Fund. He should be glad to have 
a distinct statement from the Treasurers, whether that had been or wonld 
be the case. . . .The Rev. J. Cuswobth then said that he had been one of 
the Treasurers of that Fnnd for upwards of twenty years. He had never 
paid, and no one associated with him in that office, as Treasurer, had 
paid a single farthing for any such pamphlets, in any shape or form 
whatever, and he had never bad an application made to him (or any such 
payment. • . . The Rev. J. Stephenson said he had written to Mr. Mason, 
the Book Steward, on the same subject. Mr. Mason distinctly denied 
that he had ever received anything from the Contingent Fund for any 
such pamphlets.... Mr. J. Habtlby put some inquiries respecting the 
operations of the existing regulations afiectiog the employment of addi- 
tional Ministers, which led to an interesting conversation... .Some gen- 
tlemen thought that these regulations did not work so well for the Con- 
nexion as the former plan ; others expressed a contrary opinion, but no 
resolution was adopted respecting them.... The subject of the Speciai. 
Fund, and the appointment of a committee for its administration, was 
then resumed. . . .Mr. Garland (on being requested by the President to 
express bis opinion on the motion) said, be was not aware that the subject 
could be placed in any clearer light than it had been by Mr. Farmer and 
the speakers who had followed him; but, being thns directly appealed to> 
he could but express his hearty concurrence in the proposal, becaase* 
although the Contingent Fund was of very wide application, in reference 
to extraordmary emergencies, yet he doubted whether a case of this novel 
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description came legitimately within its range, and thought it wonld be 
better to raise a new fund for such special purpose, than to incur the 
risk of misappropriating any other. There was another reason why he 
favoured the proposal. He thought it desirable to give this practical de- 
monstration to our community, that there is a reserved strength in Me- 
thodism ; — a power adequate to the wants, not only of ordinary, but of 
extraordinary, occasions; and that, whatever contingencies of disaster 
might occasionally happen, this latent energy would be roused eontempo- 
raneonsly with them, in sufficient strength to cope with and provide for 
them. For these reasons alone, he should feel pleasure in contributing 
his mite to such a fund, and had no doubt that it wonld have the cordial 
support of onr attached friends throughout the Connexion. 

CHAPEL FUND, CHAPEL RELIEF, AND CHAPEL BUILDING C0U1IITTBE9. 

These committees, on chapel affairs, met at nine o'clock on 
Friday morning, Jnly 26th. After the usual preliminaries, the report of 
the Chapel Fund was read by the Rev. Robert Wood. It appeared from 
the report, that in 266 circuits there were no subscribers of lOs. or up- 
wards : in 59, there was only one subscriber of 10s. or upwards ; in 118 
circuits, there were 623 subscribers ; and the total amount of subscription 
was £617 6s. 7d. In 183 circuits, there were no trustee subscriptions; in 
130 circuits, there was one subscription in each circuit; and in the re- 
maining 130 circuits, there were 382 trustee subscriptions, amounting to 
£652 58. The aggregate of the public collections, and private and 
trustee subscriptions, was £4,980 7s. Id.; last year, it was £5,319 158. 
6d. ; there was therefore a deficiency of £339 8s. 5d. this year... .Mr. 
Marbiott, the treasurer, said that he expected to receive considerable 
snms during the sittings of Conference, which woul'd materially reduce the 
deficiency.... The report of the Chapel Relief Fund was then read 
by the Rev. F. A. West, the general secretary. The report commenced 
by stating that the total amount of subscriptions and collections received 
during the past year, for the United Chapel and Edncation Fund, with 
interest, was £5,325 10s. fid. Of this sum (less the common expenses,) 
one moiety, amounting to £2,657 3s. had been paid to the treasurer of 
the Education Fund. The sum of £292 was appropriated in 16 circuits 
to meet the deficiency of interest on borrowed money, and £2,264 16s. 
9d. had been paid to the treasurer of the Chapel Relief Fund, to be al- 
lotted, by a committee of 13 ministers and 12 laymen, in grants to dis- 
tressed chapels, for the purpose of enabling their trustees to liquidate a 
portion of their principal debt. Grants were made during the past year 
in 30 cases, to the amount of £2,440. In addition to this, the committee 
have paid grants to 52 other chapels, amounting to £6,815, by which 
they had not only exhausted the funds in hand, and anticipated the 
whole income of 1850, but had also pledged a large portion of the esti- 
mated income for 1851, and there were many cases yet without the pro- 
mise of relief. The report went on to urge that, while the efforts of the 
trustees and friends have been commendable and great, the call was loud 
on the Connexion at large for a corresponding liberality, and the necessity 
for augmented resources had become imperative. The committee felt, 
that while they were only able to assist desperate cases, they were only in 
part fulfilling the design of the institution. They wished to encourage 
efforts in less serious cases, and, by a small proportional grant, to pre- 
vent their sinking into the class of all but hopeless cases. The committee 
pressed the claims of the trustees, for whose benefit alone the chapel 
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fond was iDstitnted. Those of them who had been found faithful to their 
trast had become involved io pecuniary embarrassments, and they had, 
therefore, a just and irresistible claim on the liberal sympathy of the 
Connexion at large. The superiority of the present mode of meeting 
these distressed caaesi for upwards of forty years, had become obvious* 
The committee, in conclusion, urged that a special appeal should be 
made this year, by ministers and others, to the congregations in behalf 
of the trustees, who, even on trying occasions, had so generally been 
found faithful to their trust. (Hear, hear.) 

The Bev. John Rattenbubt complained that he, as treasurer to the 
Education Fund, had only received about £2000 from the Chapel Fund 
treasurers, who had in their hands JQ4980, which had placed him in con- 
siderable difficulties. It would be more convenient for him if his portion 
of the amount were remitted in small sums, and not retained until it had 
reached a large amount.... The Rev. Kobbbt Wood assured Mr. Rat- 
tenbury that he transmitted all the sums for the Education Fund as fast 
as they came to his hands. He (Mr. Wood) had on several occasions 
remitted considerable sums of his own money to that Fund ; and he 
showed that he had acted strictly according to the resolutions of Con. 
ference ••.. After some further conversation and explanation, the subject 
dropped ; and the committee proceeded to make various grants to cha- 
pels, after hearing and investigating their respective claims. 

The Rev. F. A. West said, that the union of the Chapel and Educa- 
tion interests had assumed a serious aspect. Some of the cases of the 
chapels which had been brought under their consideration that morning 
were of the most urgent nature, and the very existence of Methodism in 
the localities where they were situated depended upon the help the Con- 
ference would grant them. (Hear, hear.) The committee were aware of 
an intimation that was given two years ago, that the Chapel Relief Com- 
mittee would be anxious, when the proper period arrived, to dissolve this 
union. He wished that immediate steps should be taken to consider the 
many cases of great emergency for relief; and he thought the best plan 
would be to refer the matter to the Conference, and to request that a 
committee should be appointed which would enter fully into this im- 
portant question. ...The Rev. J. FowLEB said that he was not much 
surprised to hear that dissatisfaction was expressed respecting the union 
of the two funds. However, as the compact had been entered into for 
seven years, at the expiration of which period matters would revert to 
their original form, and as they were now in the sixth year of that union » 
he did not see the necessity of entering upon the question at present* • • • 
The Rev. J. Scott said that, if their lives were spared, on Monday next 
they would see what had been done in furtherance of the educational 
movement. He perfectly concurred with Mr. West that Conference 
should appoint a committee to investigate the whole question. Next 
February would terminate the period of the union, and, by the following 
Conference, some decided steps should be taken in reference to this ex* 
ceedingly important question. Through uncommon efforts, they had got 
rid of a great number of very bad chapel cases. By stimulating and 
encouraging trustees, they might accomplish still more. They had still 
very bad cases remaining, which it was not at all desirable should linger 
on their hands year after year — (hear, hear) — but be at once relieved. . . . • 
Mr. West said that there was now a special call made on them to help a 
great number of cases, for the welfare of the Connexion depended on the 
relief that was given, so that trustees might see that they were disposed to 
meet them on fair and equitable terms. 
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The PRStii»EVT then read a resdlatiooy which was to the efleet thai 
Conference be requested to appoint an efficient committee, for the purpose 
of devising means of meeting cases of distressed chapels, and of spread- 
ing onr system of edncadon. 

The report of the Chafel BuiLDnre Committee was then read by 
the Rev. Wm. Kele. It commenced hj expressing their satisfaction at 
the marked and cheering progress chapel building had made in the pre- 
ceding year, notwithstanding the nnhappj agitation which had prevailed in 
the Connexion doring the year, which might have interrupted and para- 
lyzed chapel building. The number of applications made to the commit 
tee since last Conference was 106. Of theses 52 were for new chapels, 26 
for enlargements, 10 for school houses, 6 for oi^gans, and 12 for sales. 
Of these, 87 had been allowed, namely, 41 new chapels, 23 enlarge- 
ments, 8 schools, 6 OTgans, and 9 sales. Out of the 72 chapels and 
achools allowed to be built or enlarged, 25 were either to be free from debt 
or the debt was not to be increased. •• .The entire cost of the buildings 
allowed by the committee was estimated at JSd8,699 18b. The same item 
in the report of last year was £21,275, showing an advance of no lesa 
than £17,424. This was no evidence that the confidence of our people in 
the institotions of Methodism was abated — (applause)— or that they had 
any misgivings as to the security of our chapel property. (Hear, hear.) 
The amount of debt on the above outlay was £9,568, and the expected 
income £1,880 9s. . . .The returns of buildings completed within the year 
were still more encouraging, amounting to 100. Of these, 67 were com- 
pleted according to rule, & had received no sanction from the conmiittee, 
and in 26 cases the final debt had exceeded the sum agreed on. Of the 
67 cases in which rule had been observed, there were 25 new chapels, 18 
enlargements, 4 school houses, and 4 organs, the aggregate cost of which 
was £13,452 6s. 7d. In 33 cases out of the 51, no debt had been in- 
curred ; and on the remainder, the debt amounted to only £945, — while 
the annual income realised was £380. In 26 cases, the actual debts were 
£4,323 17s. lid. above those agreed upon. With the exception of two 
cases, this class of chapels showed an improvement on the corresponding 
class of last year. The committee regretted that they should 
have to report that 23 cases of erections and enlargements should 
have taken place, without their sanction, especially as 12 out of the 23 
were financially good, and would have received their cheerful consent had 
it been solicited. (Hear, hear.) The total cost in this class of cases, was 
£3,961; the debt £1,362;— and the annual income £157 lis..... The 
Committee regretted that more progress had not been made in the depart- 
ment of school buildings, only four such buildings having been erected 
during the year, one uf which, however, was deserving of honooiable men- 
tion. In the First Manchester Circuit, at Redbank, Francis Pamell, £sq., 
had erected a most commodious and beautiful school, which cost him 
£1,000 which he had presented to the Connexion entirely free from debt; 
(hnr, hear;) the Committee, therefore, respectfully suggested that this 
case deserved the special thanks of the Conference. At Fnnley, also, in 
the Stroud Cirenit, a chapel had been built and presented to the Connexion 
by John Hancock, Esq., (hear, hear,) but the Committee had not been 
famished with any particulars respecting it The Committee constantly 
made inquiries, in their revised schedules of applications for new ehapelsy 
as to what provision was intended for the accommodation of the poor, and 
of the children of onr Sunday and Day-schools ; and they specially recom- 
mended, that the provision for the poor in the new duipels shonld not 
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only be ample but ft« comfortable 9§ posrible. In eonclosion, the Com- 
mittee could not help rererting, with peculiar feelings of satisfaction, to 
the progress which had been made in the erection and enlargement of 
chapels free from debt ; they trusted that this movement, in the right di- 
rection would steadily advance, in order both to enable persons in hnmble 
circumstances to take sittings at a reduced charge, and also that the income 
available from the larger chapels might be appropriated to the increase of 
the Ministry, — an object which every day's ezpenenoe showed to be necet* 
sary to full and efficient Pastoral ovenight 

Mr. Kelk then proceeded to read the general statements contained in 
the schedules. This led to a conversation concerning the excess of debt 
on Poplar Chapel, beyond what had been allowed, and which, it appeared, 
had arisen almost wholly out of extravagant expenditure on the organ. 
Mr. Fabmeb said, that it would place things in their right position, and 
save a great deal of unpleasant discussion, if it was expressed, at their 
District meetings, that they considered organs as extras, and that it was 
not essential to the worship of Ood to have them in our chapels. (Hear, 
hear.) If friends thought proper to have organs, they should be told 
that the expenses attending their erection must be defrayed, irrespective 
of the amount required for the buildings themselves ; and that they would 
best ehow the importance they attached to organs, by diligence in col- 
lecting subscriptions for them. (Hear, hear.) The Rev. C. PaxtT said, 
that ^e erection of organs without adequate funds, was the infliction of 
an evil that was perpetually occurring, and one which frequently involved 
chapel funds in serious difficulties. Mr. Vahheb said, the plain fact of 
the case was, that the parties who advocated the introduction of organs 
were those* who had been enlisted in the scheme. Let them see who was 
to pay for the organs, and the evil would soon cease j'-'-the expenses eon* 
sequent on the erection of organs should not belong to the trust fund at 
all. In an instance with which he had been immediately connected, the 
erection of an organ had been treated strictly in the manner recom- 
mended. Mr. Walker thought, that a resolution condemning the erec* 
lion of organs without the necessary funds, should be passed at once. 
Mr. Pbest said that the organ cases, which had been brought under their 
notice, should be reported to Conference, that it might be shown that 
ifiere was a sufficient power of discipline. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the officers and others, and the busi- 
ness of the Committee then closed* 

THE BOOK COHMITTEE. 

This Committee met on Friday, July 26th, at Five o'clock. The Book 
Steward, the Rev. J. Masob, read the report, which, considering the cir- 
cumstances of the Connexion during the past year, was highly gratifying. 
It stated that, in the sales of the books, there had in some instances been 
an increase. Subsequently a vote of thanks was passed to the President 
for his admirable pamphlet pnblished shortly after the last Conference. 
The Pbesidebt, in reply, said, that he had seen an observation — he be- 
lieved it was in the Watchman — that. he had begun to stoop. Let it, 
however, be distinctly understood that, however he might be disposed to 
stoop on one point, he would never stoop to radicalism. (Hear, hear.) A 
demand was made that they should put the pastoral office into commis- 
sion ; but it was a duty no less enjoined on the ministry to exercise the 
pastoral role than to pi^each the gospeL (Hear, hear.) 
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AUXILIABT fUHD COMUITTSB. 

This Committee, for coDsidering and relieving cases of special distreM 
among supemamerary ministers and their families, met on Saturday 
morning, July 27tU. The proceedings were not of public interest 

SABBATH OBSEBTAyCB COMHITIBE. 

This Committee met at three o'clock on Saturday afternoon. After 
the usual devotional exercises, the Kev. Robbbt Nbwbtbad read the re- 
port of the Committee. It began by stating, that there was a general 
opinion, founded on many pleasing facts, Uiat there never was a period 
in the history of this country when the doctrine of the Sabbath attracted 
such universal attention ; although perhaps there never was a time when 
the question of Sabbatli sanctification was surrounded with more anxious 
circumstances. The wide diffusion of the Sabbath Prize Essays, and the 
attempt that had been made to innovate on the sanctity of the Sabbath at 
the General Post Office, in October last, had most materially contributed 
to awaken the public mind to the importance of the subject. The Lord'e 
Day Society had liberally offered to place all its efficient agency, through- 
out the land, at the disposal of the Committee, which had greatly assisted 
them in procuring petitions tu Parliament from remote places, that, no 
doubt, effectually contributed to the result which happily followed,— the 
suspension of postmen's labour on the Sabbath, in consequence of the 
success of Lord Ashley's motion, on the 8rd of June. In accordance 
with the decision of the House of Commons, the collection and delivery 
of letters and newspapers, on Sunday, ceased on the 23rd of June last 
Subsequently, the Committee had forwarded a petition, signed by the 
President of the Conference and the people of our Connexion, against 
Mr. Locke's motion. On tlie 9th of June, the Committee forwarded a 
memorial through the proper channel, to her Majesty the Queen, expres- 
sive of their gratitude for the great boon that had been conferred on the 
postmen, in consequence of her Majesty consenting to the address of the 
House of Commons. The memorial had been honoured with the usual 
gracious acknowledgement, by Sir George Grey. Since that period, Lord 
Ashley had had transmitted to him 237 addresses, for presentation to the 
Queen. It was with great regret, that the Committee had observed that 
an attempt, mainly through the clamour of the Sunday newspaper press, 
bad been made to have the order rescinded. Happily, Mr. Locke's mo- 
tion was lost, although the Committee feared that they would not ulti- 
mately secure all they desired. The Committee recommended that mnl> 
titudes of petitions and memorials should b« presented, praying that the 
present measure should be fairly tried, so that the country might form 
an opinion from experience of its beneficial operation. I'he Committee 
favourably alluded to the Sunday Trading Bill, which had passed the 
House of Lords, and had been read for the second time in the House of 
Commons ; but deeply lamented the systematic efforts that were carried 
on by Railway Companies throughout the country, to ran trains on the 
Sabbath day more recklessly than ever. 

Mr. Hbald, M. p., (interrupting Mr. Newstead,) said that great efforts 
had been made bj Railwaj Companies at Manchester, to divert Uie children 
from the Sunday Schools, by currying them at cheap fares to distant pla- 
ces ; but be was happy to say that that had now ceased. The people of 
Manchester had made a strong demonstration on the subject, and bad suc- 
ceeded in preventing its revival. (Hear, hear.) Another pleasing facty 
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in connecdon with the Sabh«th question wat, that hetween the time of the 
adoption of Lord Ashley's address and Mr. Locke's motion, Mr* Forster, 
the Member for Berwick, brongbt forward a motion, empowering private 
individoals to carry letters on Sundays, which was lost by a large majority. 
(Hear, hear.) It was also known, throughout the country, that Mr. Locke 
was to bring forward his motion on a certain night; and yet it was a fact 
worthy of being recorded, that, notwithstanding that intimation, the peti- 
tions entrusted to Mr. Locke in favour of his motion were exceedingly few, 
being only 27 ; while he (Mr. Heald) alone presented 47 petitions against 
that motion. (Hear, hear.) Now, these were great facts, which would tell 
on the public mind better than arguments^ (Hear, hear.). . . . The Rev. 0. 
Pkbst said, that Lord John Russell's motion of inquiry into the operation 
of the Sabbath question had awakened great feelings of excitement, for 
fear the authorities should resort to the old system, unless a vigoroos 
effort was made to resist it. ... . Mr. Nswstead then proceeded to t^A the 
remainder of the Committee's elaborate Report. 

Mr. Hbald said that he was veiy deeply impressed that, as a people, 
the Wesleyan Methodist Society were singularly deficient in the deli- 
verance of their sentiments on the right observance of the Sabbath as an 
institution. As a member of the Wesleyan body, and in anticipation of 
coming events, he had respectfully ventured to suggest, on a former oc> 
casion, that the President of the Conference should preach a sermon on 
the great question of Sabbath observance. Almost every week since that 
period, the importance of the subject had been deeply impressed on his 
mind, — particularly from the loose notions which he often heard in the 
House of Commons. He was not aware what was the reason this vital 
question was not taken up by the Conference. He did not know that any 
work on the subject bad received official sanction, except what was found 
on the Sabbath in Mr. Wesley's volume of sermons. The Evangelical 
Alliance had suggested that sermons should be preached on the subject. 
The most strange doctrines were often broached on this subject in the 
House of Commons, by fearless and earnest men, such as Col. Thomp- 
son. There was a great lack of official data, to which they, as Wesley- 
ans, could appeal in maintenance of the iui^titution, and which would 
clearly define the nature and obligations of the Christian Sabbath. He 
was deeply impressed that this was due to our body, which was not only 
shedding its influence on the British Islands but — a fact that ought never 
to be overlooked— had its missionaries all over the globe. He, therefore* 
earnestly hoped, that the closing sermon of the President would be on the 
principle and obligation of the Christian Sabbath ; and whom could he 
select more fit for the task, from his sober judgement and matured expe- 
rience, than Thomas Jackson ? (Hear, hear.) He, (Mr. U.,) therefore, 
suggested, if the Committee sympathized with him, (bear, hear,) that the 
President be earnestly and urgently requested to comply with the desire of 
the Committee in this respect . • . .The Pbbsidbmt said that it was impos- 
sible for him to comply with the request, if they remembered the number 
of his many duties. He did not think that a sermon would be the most 
appropriate form to discuss such an important question. He had had his 
attention directed to the subject for some years, and had delivered a series 
of lectures on it. Tliere were many loose notions to be controverted, sneh 
as those held by the present Archbishop of Dublin and others, and it 
would affi>rd him much pleasure if he could by any possibili^ accede to 
the desire of Mr. Heald. . • .Mr. Prbss said that in our times the Sabbath 
question has assumed a new form, and a new mode of argument was ne- 
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oessary to meet it, especially among those who held etrooeons views on 
the subject If the President would take up the subject at his own proper 
time, not only would the cause of God be thereby promoted, but it 
would also tend very materially to place the question on its proper basis. 
What was wanted among our people was an official treatise, which had 
received the sanction of the Couference. . . .The Rev. J. M'Lean thought 
they would not gain much by dealing with details. Their best business 
would be to bring to bear the te&timony of God's word on it It was 
wholesome to keep the old aud scriptural doctrines. . . . Mr. Heald then 
moved, " that this committee being deeply convinced of the great im- 
portance, under existing circumstances, of a more full and formal de- 
claration than has hitherto appeared of the views held by our Connexion 
as to the standing obligations of the Christian Sabbath, and the practical 
duties therewith connected, respectfully suggests to the Conference the 
expediency of its requesting the Rev. Thomas Jackson to prepare for 
publication, as early as convenient, and in such form as the Conference 
may judge most fitting, something which may meet the present emergency, 
and may be adopted as an official statement of the principles maintained 
by the Couference on that important subject'* •• Mr. Pbbst seconded the 
resolution, which, after a few words from Mr. Crowthbb in its support, 
was carried unanimously. 

After some further conversation, thanks were voted to the committee 
and olUcers, and the proceedings dosed. 

THE CATECBUMBN OOMMITTBB. 

This committee met on Saturday evening. . . .The Rev. Samukl Jack- 
SON said that the committee had no regular report prepared this year. 
He would therefore make a verbal statement of the committee's proceed- 
ings, and would conclude with moving three resolutions for the cousidera- 
tion of Conference. Inhere were about 34 circuits in which application 
had been made to the chairman of the district, to appoint some members 
to act as catechists, who would pay attention to the state of the youths 
in the- various circuits ; and from 20 circuits most cheering and satisfac- 
tory answers had been received, declaring the brethren's readiness to ac- 
cept the office. 7 heir labour would be divided into two departments — the 
adult and juvenile population. There was a great out-field population, 
as Thomas Chalmers used to call it, which consisted of the adult popu- 
tion, to seek the conversion of whom was the great duty of the Christian 
church. When Methodism first arose, Mr. Wesley, under the Diiine 
guidance, originated a system for the illumination and conversion of this 
description of the population. But there was another class not less im- 
portant — the children of those parents who spent a part of their life in 
alienation from God. The juvenile department would be divided into 
two classes — one in £n gland and another in France. The Catechumen 
Institution intended to accomplish the various efibrts that had been made, 
aud were making, to bring the minds of those Sunday and day scholars 
to a right issue, and to enrol them as members of a Christiau church. 
Having been once under Christian discipline, it would be the catechists* 
policy to keep them under that discipline, until their charactere were 
furmed, and they had been brought into fellowship with Christ Such 
were the great objects of the Catechumen Institution. He contemplated 
the period with lively satisfaction when our ministry would be brought 
into union with onr educational institutions, so that they would be iden- 
tified and one in their olject — ^not by any Conference enactment, but 
C 
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meet all their expenditarei and so entitle themselves to daim the j£7,000 
gmnted them hy the Ooveniment. It was very desirable that they shonld 
be pat into the way of raising that sum. (Hear, hear.) They might de- 
fer it nntil they got all their differences settled, and every thing was in a 
state of peace and qnietness; but he did not know that they should gain 
amy advantage by that ; for, if all the agitators in the Connexion were 
there, he did not calculate on any large amount of subscriptions to that 
or any other object from those people who were now prominent in agita- 
tion. (Hear, hear.) What they could do for themselves, by the blessing 
of God, they might do ; as to any help the agitators might afford them, it 
would be very little indeed. (Hear.) They had £7,000 awarded to them 
by the Government, if they claimed it within two yean from the date of 
the instrument, which was famished to them when the grant was made. 
The two years would, he thought, expire on the 2nd of March next. 
Now, if they were not in circumstances to claim this £7000 by that 
time, the Government would be, no doubt, honourably exonerated from 
their engagement. They might say they would give an extension of the 
time if they could show a cause for iU If Lord Lansdowne were then 
the President of the Council, and Sir James Shuttleworth were in office, 
then he thought they might have an extension of time ; but if the pre- 
sent Government should change, or if there should be an inquiry insti- 
tuted by the House of Commons (which it was said there was to be,) 
as to the appropriation of these grants, then it might put them in very 
great peril, if they had not themselves sufficient means to keep the 
covenant, or come within its bond. He was therefore anxious that they 
should, by next March, be in circumstances to say that they were pre- 
pared to claim the £7000 that was granted to them. Now, in order to 
do this, they must be prepared to say to Government that, when they 
have received £7000, it would cover all expenses, and settle every ao> 
count connected with the erection of those buildings. He should be 
very sorry to go with a sort of pleading tliat they could borrow money in 
order to complete it, which they could realize some time or anoUier. 
These were the reasons that he would assign to the meeting and the 
Conference, why, between then and Christmas, or between then and 
next March, they should raise £4000 — (hear, hear) — and he thought 
he had a very good ground of appeal to his friends then present, to 
<mginate such a subscription as would enable them to realize that sum. 
He granted that the moneys which were found available came from the 
pockets of their friends in former years. He granted that the £5000, 
with which the site of these premises was purchased, was the money 
produced by the Centenary grant; but they had received nothing speei- 
ficaUy for those buildings but just that £4000 — ^buildings that would, 
from first to last, not cost less than £31,000 or £32,000. He thought, 
therefore, the Connexion would have been taxed very lightly, when tiiey 
considered the object ; and he tmsted that this application would be 
received kindly and generously by their friends. (Hear, hear.) He 
concluded by earnestly recommending to the friends then present that 
something should be done that night. (Cheers.^ 

After some conversation between Mr. Heald, the Rev. Johk Scott, 
and Mr. Yasst, as to the amount of the funds in hand, and the source 
from whence they were derived, — 

Mr. James Heald, M.P., said — ^In die first place, nothing eould have 
been more gratifying to him than that, when entering, for the first time 
in his life, £ese premises, the first note which sounded in his ears should 
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cesnry to mot it, especiallj among those who held etroneoiu views on 
thesalyect Wlhe President "ould lake up the subject at hU ownproper 
time, not only would (he eauEB of God be thereby promoted, but it 
vonld also tend veij materially to place the quettioo on its proper baaia. 
What was wanted among our people was an official treatise, which had 

Roeived the sanction of the Conference The Rer. J. M'Leih thought 

they would not gain much by dealing with details. Their best banaeas 
would be to bring to bear the te&timony of God's word on it. It ras 
wholesome to keep theold and scriptural doctrines... .Mr. HbalD tbeo 
moved, " that this committee being deeply convinced of the great im- 
portance, under eiistiog circumstances, of a more full and formal de- 
claratiun than has hitherto appeared of the views held by our Connexion 
as to the alanding obligations of the Cbristian Sabbath, and the practical 
dutiea Iherewith connected, respectfully suggests Co the Conference the 
ejipediency of its requesting the Rev. Thomas Jackson Co prepare for 
publication, as early as conveixieDC, and in such form as the Conference 
may judge moat fitting, something ntbich may meet the present emergency, 
and may be adopted us an official acatement of the principles maintained 
by the Cooferunoe on that important Bubject.''.. Mr. Pbest seconded the 
reeoluCion, which, alter a few words from Mr. Csoivisbb in iCe support, 
was carried unanimouBlT. 

Alter some furcherconversalion, tbanka were voted to 
and ollicers, and the proceedings dosed. 
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the ordinary Conting'ent Fund, and if it were stated in that waj to the 
Connexion, many would be found ready to help. He for one should be 
glad to contribute to a separate fund, and let it be known that such cases 
would be met. Mr. Farheb wished some facts to go from that meeting 
which would do the Connexion good. Let it be stated that accounts were 
kept of the sums which had been contributed, and that such accounts 
were produced there. He felt at liberty to propose that a Special Fukd 
be formed for the purpose of meeting such special cases. Mr. Jobk 
Hartley, of Wolverhampton, expressed his intention to hare proposed 
something of that kind, if no one else did. He cordially seeonded Mr. 
Farmer's proposition and would give fifty pounds towards the Special 
Fund. Mr. Vanneb felt happy to build on such a foundation, and would 
give twenty pounds for the same excellent object. The proposal was 
then unanimously adopted by the Committee. The Pbbsideut observed 
that the time of contraries had gone by — they were all of one heart and 
of one mind in their determination to support Methodism. A conversa- 
tion then ensued respecting the propriety of administering the fund thus 
raised through the ordinary Contingent Fund Committee, or by the ap- 
pointment of a special Committee for that purpose, in which Mr. Yickebs, 
Mr. Farmeb, Mr. Soott, Dr. Newton, Mr. S. Jackson, Mr. CnswoBTHy 
Mr. JoBBON, and Mr. Habtlet took part: after which it was agreed 
that the subject should be resumed at the adjourned meeting in the eve- 
ning. 

The Evening Sitting was commenced at six o'clock, when the fur- 
ther Investigation of the case continued till the close of the proceedings 
at eight o'clock.... The Rev. Wh. Bust adverted to the Pamphlets 
which had been sent to different parts of the Connexion, from the Book 
room, relating to the proceedings of the last Conference, and the agitation 
which had prevailed, many of which had been sold, and some given 
away. Statements had been expressly made that these pamphlets were 
to be paid for out of the Contingent Fund. He should be glad to have 
a distinct statement from the Treasurers, whether that had been or would 
be the case. . . .The Rev. J. Cuswobth then said that he had been one of 
the Treasurers of that Fund for upwards of twenty years. He had never 
paid, and no one associated with him in that office, as Treasurer, had 
paid a single farthing for any such pamphlets, in any shape or form 
whatever, and he had never had an application made to him for any such 
payment.. . . The Rev. J. Stephenson said he had written to Mr. Mason, 
the Book Steward, on the same subject. Mr. Mason distinctly denied 
that he had ever received anything from the Contingent Fund for any 
such pamphlets.... Mr. J. Habtlby put some inquiries respecting the 
operations of the existing regulations affecting the employment of addi- 
tional Ministers, which led to an interesting conversation...^ Some gen- 
tlemen thought that these regulations did not work so well for the Con- 
nexion as the former plan ; others expressed a contrary opinion, but no 
resolution was adopted respecting tfaem .... The subject of the Spxciai. 
Fund, and the appointment of a committee for its administration, was 
then resumed. . . .Mr. Garland (on being requested by the President to 
express his opinion on the motion) said, he was not aware that the subject 
could be placed in any clearer light than it had been by Mr. Farmer and 
the speakers who had followed him; but, being thns directly appealed to> 
he could but express his hearty concurrence in the proposal, because* 
although the Contingent Fund was of very wide application, in reference 
to extraordinary emergencies, yet he doubted whether a case of this novel 
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descriptioo came legitimately within its range, and thougfat it would be 
better to raise a new fnnd for such special purpose, than to incur the 
risk of misappropriating any other. There was another reason why he 
favoured the proposal. He thought it desirable to give this practical de- 
monstration to our community, that there is a reserved strength in Me- 
thodism ; — a power adequate to the wants, not only of ordinary, but of 
extraordinary, occasions; and that, whatever contingencies of disaster 
might occasionally happen, this latent energy would be roused contempo- 
raneously with them, in sufficient strength to cope with and provide for 
them. For these reasons alone, he should feel pleasure in contributing 
his mite to such a fund, and had no doubt that it would have the cordial 
support of our attached friends throughout the Connexion. 

CHAPEL FUND, CHAPEL RELIEF, AND CHAPEL BTJILDIKO C0M&IITTEE9. 

These committees, on chapel affairs, met at nine o'clock on 
Friday morning, July 26th. After the usual preliminaries, the report of 
the Chapel Fund was read by the Rev. Robert Wood. It appeared from 
the report, that in 266 circuits there were no subscribers of lOs. or up- 
wards: in 59, there was only one subscriber of lOs. or upwards; in 118 
circuits, there were 623 subscribers ; and the total amount of subscription 
was £617 6s. 7d. In 183 circuits, there were no trustee subscriptions; in 
130 circuits, there was one subscription in each circuit; and in the re- 
roaining 130 circuits, there were 382 tnistee subscriptions, amounting to 
£652 5s. The aggregate of the public collections, and private and 
trustee subscriptions, was £4,980 7s. Id.; last year, it was £5,319 158. 
6d. ; there was therefore a deficiency of £339 8s. 5d. this year. . . .Mr. 
Mabbiott, the treasurer, said that he expected to receive considerable 
sums during the sittings of Conference, which woul'd materially reduce the 
deficiency. ...The report of the Chapel Relief Fund was then read 
by the Rev. F. A. West, the general secretary. The report commenced 
by stating that the total amount of subscriptions and collections received 
during the past year, for the United Chapel and Education Fund, with 
interpst, was £5,325 10s. fid. Of this sum (less the common expenses,) 
one moiety, amounting to £2,657 3s. had been paid to the treasurer of 
the Education Fund. The sum of £292 was appropriated in 16 circuits 
to meet the deficiency of interest on borrowed money, and £2,264 16s. 
9d. had been paid to the treasurer of the Chapel Relief Fund, to be al- 
lotted, by a committee of 13 ministers and 12 laymen, in grants to dis- 
tressed chapels, for the purpose of enabling their trustees to liquidate a 
portion of their principal debt. Grants were made during the past year 
in 30 cases, to the amount of £2,440. In addition to this, the committee 
have paid grants to 52 other chapels, amounting to £6,815, by which 
they had not only exhausted the funds in hand, and anticipated the 
whole income of 1850, but had also pledged a large portion of the esti- 
mated income for 1851, and there were many cases yet without the pro- 
mise of relief. The report went on to urge that, while the efforts of the 
trustees and friends have been commendable and great, the call was loud 
on the Connexion at large for a corresponding liberality, and the necessity 
for augmented resources had become ImperatiTe. The committee felt, 
that while they were only able to assist desperate cases, they were only in 
part fulfilling the design of the institution. They wished to encourage 
efiforts in less serious cases, and, by a small proportional grant, to pre- 
vent their sinking into the class of all but hopeless cases. The committee 
piussed the claixiu of the trustees, for whose benefit alone the chapel 
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fiiud was institatecl. Those of them who had been found faithful to their 
trust had become involved in pecuniary embarrassments, and they had, 
therefore, a just and irresistible claim on the liberal sympathy of the 
Connexion at large. The superiority of the present mode of meeting 
these distressed cases, for upwards of forty years, had become obvious. 
The committee, in conclusion, urged that a special appeal should be 
made this year, by ministers and others, to the congregations in behalf 
of the trustees, who, even on trying occasions, had so generally been 
found faithful to their trust. (Hear, hear.) 

The Qev. John Rattbnbvbt complained that he, as treasurer to the 
Education Fund, had only received about £2000 from the Chapel Fund 
treasurers, who had in their hands JU9S0, which had placed him in con- 
siderable difficulties. It would be more convenient for him if his portion 
of the amount were remitted in small sums, and not retained until it had 
nsached a large amount.... The Rev. Bobbbt Wood assured Mr. Rat- 
tenbury that he transmitted all the sums for tbe Education Fund as fast 
as they came to his hands. He (Mr. Wood) had on several occasions 
remitted considerable sums of his own money to that Fund ; and he 
showed that he had acted strictly according to the resolutions of Con- 
ference.«..After some further conversation and explanation, the subject 
dropped ; and the committee proceeded to make various grants to cha- 
pels, after hearing and investigating their respective claims. 

The Rev. F. A. Wbst said, that tbe union of the Chapel and Educa- 
tion interests had assumed a serious aspect. Some of the cases of the 
chapels which had been brought under their consideration that morning 
were of the most urgent nature, and the very existence of Methodism in 
the localities where they were situated depended upon the help the Con- 
ference would grant them. (Hear, hear.) The committee were aware of 
an intimation that was given two years ago, that the Chapel Relief Com- 
mittee would be anxious, when the proper period arrived, to dissolve this 
anion. He wished that immediate steps should be taken to consider the 
many cases of great emergency for relief; and he thought the best plan 
would be to refer the matter to the Conference, and to request that a 
committee should be appointed which would enter fully into this im- 
portant question.... The Rev. J. FowLEB said that he was not much 
surprised to hear that dissatisfaction was expressed respecting the union 
of the two funds. However, as the compact had been entered into for 
seven years, at the expiration of which period matters would revert to 
their original form, and as they were now in the sixth year of that union » 
he did not see the necessity of entering upon the question at present. • . • 
The Rev. J. Scott said that, if their lives were spared, on Monday next 
they would see what had been done in furtherance of the educational 
movement. He perfectly concurred with Mr. West that Conference 
should appoiut a committee to investigate the whole question. Next 
February would terminate the period of the union, and, by the following 
Conference, some decided steps should be taken in reference to this ex- 
ceedingly important question. Through uncommon efforts, they had got 
rid of a great number of very bad chapel cases. By stimulating and 
encouraging trustees, they might accomplish still more. They had still 
very bad cases remaining, which it was not at all desirable should linger 
on their hands year after year — (hear, hear) — but be at once relieved. . • • • 
Mr. Wbst said that there was now a special call made on them to help a 
great number of cases, for the welfare of the Connexion depended on the 
relief that was given, so that trustees might see that they were disposed to 
tieet them on fair and equitable terms. 
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The Prbbidbht then read a resolationi which was to the effect thai 
Conference be requested to appoint an efficient committee, for the purpose 
of devising means of meeting cases of distressed chapels, and of spread- 
ing our system of education. 

The report of the Chafbl Building Commttteb was then read hj 
the Rev. Wm. Kblk. It commenced by expressing their satisfaction at 
the marked and cheering progress chapel building had made in the pre- 
ceding year, notwithstanding the unhappy agitation which had prevailed in 
the Connexion during the year, which might have interrupted and para- 
lyzed chapel building. The number of applications made to the commit 
tee since last Conference was 106. Of these* 62 were for new chapels, 26 
for enlargements, 10 for school houses, 6 for organs, and 12 for sidles* 
Of these, 87 had been allowed, namely, 41 new chapels, 23 enlarge- 
ments, 8 schools, 6 organs, and 9 sales. Out of the 72 chapels and 
schools allowed to be built or enlarged, 25 were either to be free from debt 
or the debt was not to be increased... .The entire cost of the buildings 
allowed by the committee was estimated at J£d8,699 IBs. The same item 
in the report of last year was £21,275, showing an advance of no less 
than £17,424. This was no evidence that the confidence of our people in 
the institutions of Methodism was abated — (applause) — or that they had 
any misgivings as to the security of our chapel property. (Hear, hear.) 
The amount of debt on the above outlay was £9,568, and the expected 
income £1,880 9s. . . .The returns of buildings completed within the year 
were still more encouraging, amounting to 100. Of these, 57 were com- 
pleted according to rule, 23 had received no sanction from the committee, 
and in 26 cases the final debt had exceeded the sum agreed on. Of the 
57 cases in which rule had been observed, there were 25 new chapels, IS 
enlargements, 4 school houses, and 4 organs, the aggregate cost of which 
was £13,452 6s. 7d. In 83 cases out of the 51, no debt had been in- 
curred ; and on the remainder, the debt amounted to only £945, — while 
the annual income realised was £380. In 26 cases, the actual debts were 
£4,323 17s. lid. above those agreed upon. With the exception of two 
cases, this dass of chapels showed an improvement on the corresponding 
class of last year. The committee regretted that they should 
have to report that 23 cases of erections and enlargements should 
have taken place, without their sanction, especially as 12 out of the 23 
were financially good, and would have received their cheerful consent had 
it been solicited. (Hear, hear.) The total cost in this class of cases, was 

£3,961; the debt £],362;'and the annual income £157 11 The 

Committee regretted that more progress had not been made in the depart- 
ment of school buildings, only four such buildings having been erected 
during the year, one of which, however, was deserving of honourable men- 
tion. In the First Manchester Circuit, at Redbank, Francis Pamell, Esq., 
had erected a most commodious and beautiful school, which cost him 
£1,000 which he had presented to the Connexion entirely free from debt; 
(hear, hear;) the Committee, therefore, respectfully suggested that this 
case deserved the special thanks of the Conference. At Fnnley, also, in 
the Stroud Circuit, a chapel had been built and presented to the Conneximi 
by John Hancock, Esq., (bear, hear,) but the Committee had not been 
furnished with any particulars respecting it The Committee constantly 
made inquiries, in their revised schedules of applications for new ehapels, 
as to what provision was intended for the accommodation of the poor, and 
of the children of our Sunday and Day-schools ; and they specially reoom- 
mendedy that the provision for the poor in the new chapels should not 
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only be ample bnt as comfortable a# possible. In conclusion, the Com< 
mittee could not help reverting, with peculiar feelings of satisfaction, to 
the progress which had been made in the erection and enlargement of 
chapels free from debt ; they trusted that this movement, in the right di- 
rection would steadily advance, in order both to enable persons in humble 
circumstances to take sittings at a reduced charge, and also that the income 
available from the larger chapels might be appropriated to the increase of 
the Ministry, — an object which every day's experience showed to be neces- 
sary to full and efficient Pastoral oversight. 

Mr. Kelk then proceeded to read the general statements contained in 
the schedules. This led to a conversation concerning the excess of debt 
on Poplar Chapel, beyond what had been allowed, and which, it appeared, 
had arisen almost wholly out of extravagant expenditure on the organ. 
Mr. Fabheb said, that it would place things in their right position, and 
save a great deal of unpleasant discussion, if it was expressed, at their 
District meetings, that they considered organs as extras, and that it was 
not essential to the worship of God to have them in our chapels. (Hear, 
hear.) If friends thought proper to have organs, they should be told 
that the expenses attending their erection must be defrayed, irrespective 
of the amount required for the buildings themselves; and that they would 
best show the importance they attached to organs, by diligence in col- 
lecting subscriptions for them. (Hear, hear.) The Rev. C. Pbest said, 
Chat the erection of organs without adequate fiinds, was the infliction of 
an evil that was perpetually occurring, and one which frequently involved 
«hapel funds in serious difficulties. Mr. Vanneb said, the plain fact of 
the case was, that the parties who advocated the introduction of organs 
were those* who had been enlisted in the scheme. Let them see who was 
to pay for the organs, and the evil would soon cease ; — the expenses con- 
sequent on the erection of organs should not belong to the trust fund at 
all. In an instance with which he had been immediately connected, the 
erection of an organ had been treated strictly in the manner recom- 
mended. Mr. Walkeb thought, that a resolution condemning the erec* 
tion of organs without the necessary funds, should be passed at once. 
Mr. Pbest said that the organ cases, which had been brought under their 
notice, should be reported to Conference, that it might be shown that 
tliere was a sufficient power of discipline. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the officers and others, and the busi- 
ness of the Committee then closed. 

THE BOOK committee. 

This Committee met on Friday, July 26th, at Five o'clock. The Book 
Steward, the Rev. J. Mason, read the report, which, considering the cir- 
cumstances of the Connexion during the past year, was highly gratifying. 
It stated that, in the sales of the books, there had in some instances been 
an increase. Subsequently a vote of thanks was passed to the President 
for his admirable pamphlet published shortly after the last Conference. 
The Pbesident, in reply, said, that he had seen an observation — he be- 
lieved it was in the Watchman — that, he had begun to stoop. Let it, 
however, be distinctly understood that, however he might be disposed to 
stoop on one point, he would never stoop to radicalism. (Hear, hear.) A 
demand was made that they should put the pastoral office into commis- 
sion ; bnt it was a duty no less enjoined on the ministry to exercise the 
pastoral rale than to pleach the gospel. (Hear, hear.) 
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AUZILIABT 7UKD COMMITTEB. 

This Committee, for considering and relieving cases of special distress 
among supernumerary ministers and their families, met on Saturday 
morning, July 27th. The proceedings were not of public iuteresL 

BABBATB OBSBBTAKCB COMMITIEE. 

This Committee met at three o'clock on Saturday afternoon. After 
the usual dcTotional exercises, the Kev. Robbbt Nbwstbad read the re- 
port of the Committee. It began by stating, that there was a general 
opinion, founded on many pleasing facts, that there neyer was a period 
in the history of this country when the doctrine of the Sabbath attracted 
such universal attention ; although perhaps there never was a tune when 
the question of Sabbath sanctification was surrounded with more anxious 
circumstances. The wide diffusion of die Sabbath Prize Essays, and the 
attempt that had been made to innovate on the sanctity of the Sabbath at 
the General Post Office, in October last, had most materially contributed 
to awaken the public miod to the importance of the subject. The Lord'* 
Day Society had liberally offered to place all its efficient agency, through- 
out the land, at the disposal of the Committee, which had greatly assisted 
them in procuring petitions tu Parliament from remote places, that, no 
doubt, effectually contributed to the result which happily followed, — the 
suspension of postmen's labour on the Sabbath, in consequence of the 
success of Lord Ashley's motion, on the 8rd of June. In accordance 
with the decision of the House of Commons, the collection and delivery 
of letters and newspapers, on Sunday, ceased on the 2drd of June last. 
Subsequently, the Committee had forwarded a petition, signed by the 
President of the Conference and the people of our Connexion, against 
Mr. Locke's motion. On the 9lh of June, the Committee forwarded a 
memorial through the proper channel, to her Miyesty the Queen, expres- 
sive uf their gratitude for the great boon that had been conferred on the 
postmen, in consequence of her Majesty consenting to the address of the 
House of Commons. The memorial had been honoured with the usual 
gracious acknowledgement, by Sir George Grey. Since that period. Lord 
Ashley had had transmitted to him 237 addresses, for presentation to the 
Queen. It was with great regret, that the Committee had observed that 
an attempt, mainly through ti^e clamour of the Sunday newspaper press, 
bad been made to have the order rescinded. Happily, Mr. Locke's mo- 
tion was lost, although the Committee feared that they would not ulti- 
mately secure all they desired. The Committee recommended that mul- 
titudes of petitions and memorials should b« presented, praying that the 
present measure should be fairly tried, so that the country might form 
an opinion from experience of its beneficial operation. The Committee 
favourably alluded to the Sunday Trading Bill, which had passed the 
House of Lords, and had been read for the second time in the House of 
Commons ; but deeply lamented the systematic efforts that were carried 
on by Railway Companies throughout the country, to run trains on the 
Sabbath day more recklessly than ever. 

Mr. Hbald, M. p., (interrupting Mr. Newstead,) said that great efforts 
had been made by Railway Companies at Manchester, to divert the children 
from the Sunday Schools, by carrying them at cheap fares to distant pla- 
ces ; but he was happy to say that that had now o^ksed. The people of 
Manchester had made a strong demonstration on the subject, and had suc- 
ceeded in preventing its revival. (Hear, hear.) Another pleasing fact. 
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presented to the eommittee. A large muiiber of book* bad been trans- 
mitted to Feejee. £300 worth of paper had been grataitoualy given the 
society by the British and Foreign Bible Society, for printing the Neir 
Testament, the Proverbs, and the Psalms in the Kaffir langoage. In oon- 
seqaence of a statement repeatedly made in the Wesleyan Times, involv- 
ing the correctness of the acoonnt respecting Jamaica, to the amoont of 
thousands of pounds, a correspondence on the subject had taken place 
with the missionaries, and a memorial relating to it had been received, 
extracts from which, and also from the correspondence, the committee 
had recommended to be published in the Watckman, in order to put an 
end to the fallacions report. (During the reading of this part. Dr. Bunt- 
ing interrupted Dr. Beecham by saying, ** Kaye's Ttmet." Dr. Beecham 
accordingly read " Kaye*s TmeiJ*) The sum of Jg5,000 had been trans- 
mitted to the Rev. Mr. Freeman, for carrying on the mission work at 
Cape Coast, and other distant places. 

The Bev. Dr. Aldbb observed that the pecuniary difficulties which had 
overtaken the missions in Canada, did not originate in any failure, or in 
any diminution of energy upon the part of the friends in that country, 
but were simply owing to the colonial government not having fulfilled 
their promises. Since then, however, he was happy to say the promises 
had been fulfilled, and the pecuniary difficulties had therefore ceased. 
(Cheers.) 

The reading of the minutes was continued. In consequence of certain 
statements having been put forth, to the effect that the money of the so- 
ciety had been misappropriated, and that there was a want of proper man- 
agement at the Mission -house, the committee had held several special 
meetings ; and, for the information of new members, and the satisfaction 
of old ones, the general system of management, had been brought nnder 
review, with the view of seeing whether any errors had been committed, 
and, if so, to guard against them in future. After a careful review, the 
following resolutions were adopted on the subject : — ^^That the committee 
are folly satisfied as to the care and ability with which the financial affairs 
of this society have been and are conducted. (Cheers). That, in refer- 
euce to some specific imputations brought against the financial system, 
and the alleged malversation of the funds, the committee solemnly de- 
clares its conviction that this imputation and allegation are unfounded in 
truth and fact, and tiieir continued publication pronounces them to be 
unjust as well as calumnious. That, after carefully investigating the 
manner in which the books and accounts of the society are kept, this 
committee is satisfied that the present system does afford the society a 
reasonable security that their funds have not been, or can be, wasted.'* 
These resolutions were signed by the committee, ''Thomas Jackson* 
President," on November 9, 1 8 19. Then followed this appendix :— " We, 
the undersigned members of the sppcial committee, having been unavoid- 
ably absent when the resolutions of the 9th of November were passed, 
nevertheless, from our knowledge of the accounts, express our full and 
entire concurrence with the resolutions in question ;'* and then followed 
their names. 

Jambs Hb4LD, Esq., M.P., who had shortly before entered the meet- 
ing amid loud and long-continued cheers, rose before the reading of the 
accounts had been concluded, and addrened the meeting to the followiog 
e&ct: — I am sorry, Mr. President, to interpose between the seoretarj 
and the meeting, and to interrupt the ordinary course of proceeding; but 
I am placed in very peculiar circumstances to-da^, and 1 therefore veo- 
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ture for a moment to throw myself on the kind indulgence of the meet- 
ing. (Hear, bear.) Most of my friends are aware that very important 
basinesK is now going on in the House of Commons, invoMng^ tbead« 
mission of Jews into Parliament ; and with all my love for Methodism— 
and in that respect I am not prepared to yield to any member of 
the body now present— (cheers) — I feel that there are duties incumbent 
on me which prevent my continuing long at this meeting. I therefore 
have to request, as a special indulgence, (and I hope the meeting will 
grant it,) that for this time and at this moment of the proceedings of the 
day, we may depart from the usual course, and come at once to a subject 
in which 1 have taken some humble part, and in which we all feel a deep 
interest, and by a careful consideration of which I venture to express my 
belief that the interests of this great Society will be considerably ad- 
vanced. (Applause.) You will anticipate that I allude to the annual 
balance sheet of the Society's accounts for the past year, and especially 
to the audit of the accounts which has taken place under the careful and 
able superintendence and investigation of gentlemen who were appointed 
to this especial office in this important year of our history. (Hear.) I 
had the honour of being requested to associate myself with these respect- 
able auditors in the first instance ou a careful consideration and deter- 
mination what should be the principle and extent of the audit, and I 
felt a little anxious to be present when they made their report, and I shall 
bepreparedto join them in giving any explanation which may be consi- 
dered necessary by the meeting ; and I have no doubt on my own mind 
that the more ample the explanations shall be, the more unmixed will 
be the satisfaction of all present. (Hear, hear.) I am not aware what 
will be the best form of entering into this portion of our proceedings; 
but perhaps I may at once proceed, without any formality or ceremony, 
to make a few prefatory observations. (Hear.) The auditors are pre- 
sent. Mr. Smith, of Sheffield, who came up purposely to meet them 
before they took a single step in the prosecution of their duties, is also 
present. I am prepared to say that the result of the audit will prove to 
every man of business that it has been conducted on such a principle that 
it will bear comparison with the most careful and judicious audit of any 
accounts of similar magnitude in connexion with any other kindred 
Society. (Cheers.) I will venture to say that the auditors — both the 
gentlemen officially appointed and those who were called in to concert 
with them the best plan of an audit — ultimately agreed upon a plan to 
be observed with respect to the investigation of the accounts of the 
Society for 1849. (Hear, hear.) This baJance sheet, as you will find in 
the first place, is made up of two sides — debtor and creditor. Now, as 
to the income of the Society, I don't think we need spend much time in 
making observations upon Uie particulars of which it is composed. The 
meeting is well aware that it consists of a great variety of items ; but 
there is this peculiarity about it, that although the whole sum is composed 
of an almost infinite number of particulars, all these particulars, as well 
as the gross balance itself, are given in ample detail in this report. (Hear, 
hear.) Now, I am prepared to take this view of the case — that this 
report checks itself as far as the credit side of the balance sheet is con- 
cerned. There is not a gross sum received from any district, but there is 
a gross sum of the miscellaneous contributions to the Parent Society. 
There are various other sums ranged under different headn, all which 
gross sums are set forth in this small type. It is in fact a detailed account 
of the pence, and shillings, and pounds subscribed. (Hear.) Now, I 
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consider, that when our treasurers pat forth a balance sheet, and state 
that they have received £111,685 as the income of the Society for the 
year 1849, and with which for the time being they are placed by us iu 
trust, that in the statements which precede the balance sheet they give a 
public declaration to the entire community of Wesleyau Methodists, aud 
to all others the friends of Wesley an Methodism, and of Wesley an Mis- 
sions iu paiticular, whose contributions help to swell the gross amount, 
that they have received this sum from you. (Hear, hear.) And the 
smallest contributor to the Westleyan Methodist Society has a document 
before him which addresses him in these words: — " We hold ourselves 
answerable as your trustees in trust of your property to the use of the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society for such a sum of money, and we give you 
the opportunity of saying whether you gave more.'' CHear, hear.) The 
world is silent on the subject. (Applause.) If any man sees that he i« 
wronged on that side of the balance sheet — if any man feels that he is 
wronged and does not say so, it is his own fault. (Cheers.) But, in the 
ab:>ence of all such statements, I hold that this side of the balance sheet 
is attested to be correct by Wesleyan and by national assent, — (bear, 
hear,) — because it shows the contributions to the common object of the 
members of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, whether they be Wesleyan 
Methodists or members of the Church of England, or members of any 
other section of the Christian Church, iu this or any other country. 
(Applause.) It addresses itself equally to the Government. It accounts 
for the grants we have received for various objects from the Government 
of the country, whether from the home Government or the narrow colo- 
nial Governments in different parts of the world; and we have dear evi- 
dence that the treasurers, so far as the receipts of the money are con- 
cerned, are correct — that they stand approved in the sight of God and 
roan. (Cheers.) Their conduct will bear the searching of a sunbeam, 
and there is no doubt that all the money given for the object has been 
received by them, and is held in trust by them for its right appropriation 
by tliem under the direction of the committee of the Wesleyan Mission- 
ary Society. (Hear, hear.) Having briefly disposed of one side of the 
balance sheet, I will now come to the other. There is a great peculiarity 
in our expenditure, as indeed there is in almost everything connected 
with Wesleyan Methodism. It is a cause of our own. (Hear, hear.) 
It is a cause not created by ourselves; but as the money on the credit 
side of the balance sheet is committed in trust, so I conceive that Wes- 
leyan Methodism, with all its peculiarities, while it is not our creation, 
is a creation committed to us equally in trust. (Hear, hear.) And there- 
fore it would be very unwise — ^it would not tend to throw light on this 
case to compare strictly, technically, the character and particulars of the 
balance sheet, on the expenditure side, with the case of any other kin- 
dred society. Now, there is one peculiarity which will strike us all in a 
moment, as it struck the auditors. Although they spent, in the first 
instance, three or four hours in deciding upon the best mode of conducting 
thtdr audit, yet this peculiarity struck us in a moment. 1 have heard 
something said, — we all have — it is no secret— and therefore I shall not 
treat it as such — (liear, hear)— that we ought to be excessively jealous 
lest there be any personal aggrandisement, or personal interest, or per- 
sonal motives, in the appropriation of this large sum of money. (Hear, 
hear.) Well, I admit that to the full. I am as jealous ot that as any 
man, and I hesitate not to say so in the presence of my honoured fathers 
iu the miuistryy and of my brethren the members of the We^leyau 
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family. (Loud applanse.) I tell you one thing, Mr. President and my 
Christian friends, that if I am not to find a Christian brotherhood here, 
I do not know where to look for it (Continued cheers.) There is, as I 
have said, one peculiar feature which struck us in a moment — three- 
fourths of our gross expenditure is foreign. Now, I am prepared to 
maintain, that if this position were controverted, I hope I should suc- 
ceed in proving, that on three-fourths of our expenditure, without any audi- 
torswhatever, the committee who sit here are the most judicious and faithful 
checks upon anything like waste or extravagance that any society can 
possess. (Hear, hear.) They have no interest in the matter. They sit 
here and receive the accounts from foreign stations and the district re- 
turns, and then, with eagle eye, search through the whole, as b apparent 
from the Minutes which you have heard. Can it be said that the com- 
mittee generally allow too much I (No, no.) Are the cases of frequent 
and proved distress and su£fering on the part of the labourers, their 
wives, and families, treated with too great liberality ? (No, no.) 1 truw 
not, and I think you agree with me. Why, then, as a general principle, 
on three-fourths of the money there is no opportunity to embezzle, and 
no interest in sanctioning the useless expenditure of a single penny. 
(Hear, hear.) Now, is not that a striking fact? (Hear, hear.) We 
must not listen to the little whisperings about small matters which are 
circulating on every side, hut take a broad view of a great question like 
this. (Hear, hear.) I maintain that narrow views of these great matters 
are not consistent with carrying them on aright (Hear, hear.) Then we 
come to what may be properly called our domestic Expenditure. That is 
an expenditure incurred by the committee at home, and 1 don't think 
they will shirk it (Hear, hear.) 1 am very much mistaken if they 
would screen themselves from the most careful and minute investigatiou 
of every portion of their proceedings. We agreed to investigate every 
item of which the domestic expenditure is composed, that there should 
be as minute, and full, and faithful an investigation of these accounts 
as can take place in any society or in any corporation. (Cheers.) I 
know something of these matters. 1 have had to deal with large bodies 
of proprietors, and far larger amounts than this. Where you have dealt 
with ten thousand, 1 have dealt with millions, and I have tried to intro- 
duce the principle of audit used in banking into this matter of our mis- 
sionary expenditure— (hear, hear)-7'and I believe that auditors are pre- 
pared to tell you this day that th«y have examined the vouchers too — 
(applause) — that they have gone through the entire system of book- 
keeping, and the result is that they have found a faithful representation 
of the state of the society's funds both as to the receipts and the expendi- 
ture. Having made these few observations, I shall now leave the matter 
in the hands of the auditors themselves, who will tell yon the impression 
left on their minds. (Applause.) I will just observe, that although this 
has been a particular examination, I don't think it has been more par- 
ticular than the examination which ought always to take place, for we 
cannot bn too careful of our reputation in this respect I am quite 
confident that the time spent in such examinations is most beneficially 
occupied for the interests of the Society. I don't wish it to be said that 
this is a special examination for this particular year. It is certainly a 
little in advance of last year, but it is only a step in the direction which 
I hope to see followed and embraced into our system, and that from year 
to year we shall have wise and faithful men to audit our accounts, and 
that such audit will be fully conducted, as it has been this year. (Loud 
and repeated cheers.) 
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The President then called on the auditors to present the report 
Mr. Krusb. — The auditors have drawn up a very short report, because 
they thought it would be roost acceptable ; but I hope you will find it to 
the purpose, and after the details to which you have just listened, I think 
you will conclude that a long report is quite unnecessary. The following 
is the report: — ^The auditors of the accounts of the above society for the 
year ending the 31st of December, 1840, entered into the required exami- 
nation on Thursday the 6th of June, 1851^ and continued it by successive 
meetings through several days. In prosecuting this duty each separate 
entry was inspected, in the order in which it appears on the balance 
sheet, proceeding regularly through; first in reference to the debit, or 
receipt side of the account, and then to that for expenditure. These 
entries passed under review in the following order : — Contributions re- 
ceived at the Mission House; the accounts from Auxiliary Societies in 
Great Britain ; those from Ireland through the Hibernian Society ; from 
Juvenile Christmas and New Year's Ofierings ; and from Foreign Districts 
and Stations. The remaining assets were found comprised under the 
term of miscellaneous, consisting of Colonial Grants for Schools and 
other purposes, dividends, donations, legacies, and gifts for specified and 
prospective purposes, such as a mission to China. The whole of these 
were inspected, serieUim ; and in the opinion of the auditors are faith- 
fully recorded and brought to account. Having thus far proceeded, the 
auditors directed their attention to the credit, or expenditure side of the 
account This covers a large surface, and includes altogether a state- 
ment of minute and amplified outlay. The account opens, of course, 
with the balance in advance of the previous year. That is followed bj 
" sundry payments on account of mission stations, outfits, passage, and 
return of missionaries," beginning with Ireland, and sweeping over the 
entire field of operation in various parts of the world. Without entering 
into minute detail, which would swell the present report to an Immode- 
rate length, the auditors will simply state that the whole of these ex- 
penses has been looked at, and carefully considered through every stage ; 
and that it is found to be correctly inserted. Its importance will be seen 
when it is recollected that, taken as a head of expenditure, it embraces 
the purchase of articles, and providing necessaries for long missionary 
voyages, followed by a residence on foreign soil; and that the total 
amount is nearly equal to four-fifths of the entire income or expenditure 
of the society. Having completed an examination of the expenditure for 
foreign objects, that embraced in the management of the Home Depart- 
ment was taken up. The heads of this portion of expenditure, like those 
already described, were examined singly, and found correct The 
auditors beg to add, as a remark applying generally to payments made by 
the society during the current year, that they have seen the vouchers, 
consisting either of cancelled bUls of exchange, stamp receipts, or other 
satisfactory discharge, and that the method of account keeping at the 
Mission House is both sound and good. In conclusion, the auditors 
venture to suggest that it would be advisable to introduce the plan of a 
half-yearly audit. They can now testify by experience the amount of 
time and labour absolutely required to conduct, to a satisfactory conclu- 
sion, such an audit as they have engaged in and prosecuted this year. 
They believe that some advantage of importance would result to the 
financial department of the Missionary Society by such an arrangement, 
and would be a great convenience to the parties appointed from year to 
year to audit the accounts. I (continued Mr. Kruse) wish just to make 
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one remark, in justice to all concerned. Daring the whole of this 
lengthened examination, we have had the personal assistance of the 
secretaries and clerks whenever we required their attendance, and every 
book and paper and document, of every kind, requisite to give an insight 
iato all that has taken place, was fireely produced. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. GoBDEROT having been loudly called for, rose and said, — I am 
one of the auditors, and I am a party to the report which has just been 
presented to the meeting, and I am f&lly prepared to attest the correctness 
of the accounts— (applause) — as far as I can possibly judge from a 
careful examination of the books and documents which have been pre* 
sented to me. (Applause.) I consider that my responsibility ceased 
when I had examined every item, both of debit and credit. I find that 
there is a perfect agreement in the whole, and the result is as we have 
stated it in the balance brought down, a sum due to the treasurers. 
(Applause.) I consider that, as an auditor, I am not at all responsible 
for the administration of the ftinds of this society, and therefore if you. 
think the committee too liberal in its expenditure, I have nothing to do 
with that. (Hear, hear.) As a member of the committee I am perfectly 
ready to share in any responsibility which may attach to us. I am a 
very young member, and am just learning my business ; but I will say 
that during my connection with the committee, I have met with nothing 
whatever to abate the confidence which I formerly felt — (loud applause) 
— in the integrity and uprightness of the executive of the society. (Loud 
cheers.) I have ray own views as a member of the committee with re- 
spect to some matters of detail connected with the management of the 
society, and I have ventured to express those views, which have been 
received with great kindness on the part of those to whom my observa- 
tions were specially applicable. (Hear, hear.) [ believe it is the wish 
of the committee to introduce any improvements which may be fully and 
fairly stated, if they are likely to prove beneficial to the society— (ap- 
plause) — and calculated to render its action more efficient, and to give 
more security, if such a thing be possible. (Applause.) I do not know 
that I need add anything to what I have stated. I will only pledge my 
zeal and love to the society afresh, assuring you that whatever of effort 
and contribution I can offer to the society shall be most cheerfully 
accorded. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Shabplet, of Louth, here rose to ask a question. 

The President informed him that the time for putting questions had 
not yet arrived. 

Mr. Yanneb, in responding to the call of the meeting, said — I am 
exceedingly glad to be able to state to this meeting, that my satisfaction 
is as great and as well founded as that of my colleagues in the investiga- 
tion which has taken place. (Applause.) I have not entered into the 
business without looking thoroughly into it, without weighing everything 
in the most careful manner ; and I must say that more accurate accounts 
— accounts more likely to lead to detection, if there was anything wrong, 
cannot be found in any merchant's house in this city. (Loud applause.) 
It so happens that my own accounts are kept on the very same system. 
I do not hesitate to say that I was for some years in search of a system 
which should easily detect any error, any mis-entry, any slip that might 
be made in my books, and I think I have found it. Tour books, as I 
have said, are kept on the same plan, and 1 therefore say they are not 
likely to be indifferently kept, and that they can be easily understood by 
any accountant or man of business. (Applause.) I must add that every 
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- facility has been shown to ns in onr intestigation— that we bava had e]l 
the papers and books we conld desire, and after signing these aeeoiiiDts, 
I can say with perfect troth that I can lay my head down on my pillow 
with ft good conscience. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. Smith, of Sheffield said — From the position which he oceapied, 
he was intimately acquainted with the executive of the society, and he 
should have been perfectly able to have detected any want of honesty if 
such a thing had existed. (Hear.) The impression which must )me 
been made by the statements and remarks of Mr. Heald, and by the 
auditors, must be satisfactory in the highest degree. (Applause.) He 
had never met with a more business-like set of men than the auditors, 
and he was sure the knowledge which every one entertained of the 
character which Mr. Heald had established in the world, was a sufficient 
guarantee that the accounts of the society had been fully investigated. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Heald again presented himself for the purpose of moving a reso- 
lution, and placing a distinct proposition before the meeting. I would 
ask (said the hou. member) what is the secret of our power in the 
country? It is our connexional principle. (Loud applause.) This 
grpat principle, in my humble opinion, is Ood's construction. It is the 
great and distinguishing feature of our section of the Christian ohnrcb — 
it is the pivot on which we turn. It is a mighty principle, fraught with 
tremondons consequences for good or evil. If we are faithful to it, and 
rightly apply it, it will for the future, as it has done for the past, tend to 
our good. If we allow it to be abused by being used as an instrument 
for agitation, we need nothing else to subvert the temple and bury it in 
ruins. (Hear, hear.) I wish to warn myself in all the schemes that are 
proposed under the designation of reform, that I must test them all by 
this great principle. (Applause.) If I wish to become a Cougregation- 
alist, I can go to that church. But I love Wesleyan Methodism, and I 
leel that all the influence which 1 can exert on a large scale in connection 
with our Christian church, comes to me as a Wesleyan Methodist on the 
connexional principle. (Hear, hear.) This is tlie secret of our influ- 
ence in this country, and all over the globe. (Applause.) Why ie it 
that I, as a Wesleyan Methodist, should be disturbed by any real or 
imaginary grievances in any distant locality ? How comes it that my 
peace and my quiet, and my happy connections with the Christian 
church, as a Methodist, should feel any shock at any distant part of our 
wide connexion ? It is because we are linked together, bound together, 
in common bonds. (Applause.) The secret is in tlie connexional 
principle, by which you can touch a chord that vibrates through the 
whole of our people. (Hear.) The House of Commons is astonished 
to find, when any great principle is started, affecting the interests of re- 
ligion, that we can, as with one voice, instantly approach the legislature. 
(Hear.) This was a peculiarity that was never known before the days 
of Wesleyan Metliodism. (Hear.) Therefore it is that the eyes of this 
country, and of the world, are resting with intense attention upon you. 
There is nothing that I deprecate more than any attempt that threatens 
to disturb our union. I would not for the world be the man to distuib 
this g^at principle. (Loud applause.) It is this principle which renders 
our Missionary system so important No government can pass by or 
treat with neglect our missionary work. They feel our agency and ac- 
knowledge our influence everywhere. There is not an important tdL^ny 
of the British crown where oar missionaries are not taking a finn ha)d. 
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Wherorer our missions go we are establishiiig a sound principle, and a 
system of truth such as the world never saw before, and that is my glory 
as a Methodist. (Applause.) I now beg to move that this meeting has 
received with great satisfaction the report of the auditors, fully approves 
of the mode in which the audit has been conducted, as well as rejoices 
that its confidence in the integrity of the executive of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Missionary Society is both justified and confirmed by it, and 
feels called upon to renew its pledges of fidelity to the great work which 
Almighty God has entrusted to the Wesleyan Methodist Connexion in 
this important department of its labours. Mr. Heald then retired, amidst 
loud cheering, after heartily shaking hands with the president, and in his 
person with all the members of the committee. 

Mr. Smith seconded, and Mr. Cbook, of Liverpool, briefly supported 
the resolution. 

Mr. John W. Gabbibl then rose, and said that he had listened to the 
speech of the hon. member for Stockport with much attention, and he felt 
great pleasure in saying that he could go with him in the greater part of 
Uie remarks that he had made. Mr. Heald adverted to the credit side of 
the balance-sheet, and declared his confidence that all that had been re- 
ceived had been set down; so did he. (Hear, hear.) He referred to 
the expenditure side, and was sure all had been paid that ^as charged ; 
so was he. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Heald believed the officers of the society 
to be men of integrity and uprightness ; so did he — (hear, hear) — and 
he wished distinctly and at once to say, that he believed that the balance 
sheet was correct as far as it went, but it did not go far enough ; and 
also to declare that he believed the administrators to be men of integrity 
and uprightness. (Hear.) Bom as he was of Methodist parents — 
trained to be a Methodist — having been a Methodist all his life, and 
having seen their goings out aud comings in, he was sure that those men 
who managed the affairs of the society were not the men to do that which 
was palpably wrong ; but still it wais quite possible that all this might 
exist, and yet that matters might be much better managed than they 
were. It was clear, that whilst the integrity of the balance sheet might 
be maintained, yet there were items in that balance sheet that led to 
other considerations ; for instance, the charge for interest being a sum of 
£2,822, must be for large amounts of money on loan. He had taken 
great pains to learn the facts accurately; had written to Mr. Hoole, re- 
questing an interview, but had been curtly referred to the treasurers and 
anditors. He went to one of tlie auditors, who received him as he was 
^ sure to do, as a Christian and a gentleman, but being unable tp answer 
the queries, asked for them in writing, and promised his best attention 
to them. He had sent the queries, and although he was sure the auditor 
had done his best, still many queries were returned, " Can't say-" He 
wrote then to Mr. Farmer, who said he would do his best against the 
meeting, but up to that time he had not received the desired Information. 
Under ^ese circumstances he had done what he could to supply the 
facts, aud he gave them, subject to their being probably inaccurate, but 
most likely under rather than over. It could not be said that the queries 
were unsuitable or unnecessary, for Mr. Farmer had promised to get them 
ready by the meeting, and Mr. Corderoy saw no objection to the whole of 
them being answered. The one was a prince in our Israel, and the other 
the pride of our London Methodism — (hear, hear) ; — so that, with two 
socfa testimonies, no one could find fault with his investigations. His 
great point was, that the Mission House had too much borrowed money, 
£ 
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and consequently paid too much for interest If his oalcnlationa were 
right, they had from the 

Theological Institution £10,000 

Fund for Widows and Orphans of Missionaries 10,000 

Irish Schools 6,000 

A Friend 5,000 

A Lady 2,000 

Other sums, say 1 1,000 

£44,000, 

besides funded property to the amount of £20,000. Now, supposing 
that the mouths of June, July, August, September, and October were 
deficient in their receipts, that the expenditure far exceeded the income, 
it would be necessary to borrow, but in November they would be equal ; 
in December the receipts would preponderate; and in January and 
February they would be so heavy as to enable the treasurers to pay off 
the loans, excepting the debts, &c. ; and on the 28th of February they 
ought to have a large sum in hand. 

The Bev. J. Scott rose aud said that Mr. Gabriel overlooked the pay- 
ments for January and February. 

Mr. Gabriel was obliged to Mr. Scutt for the remark, as it enabled 
him to say that he could not understand how these two months, with 
proper management, could have any serious expenditure legitimately be- 
longing to 1850. Say they owed £44,000 

There would then be a reduction of the debt £10,800 

And loans owing by foreign chapels, say 7,(^00 

£17,800 

leaving a balance of £26,200 

besides the funded property. Now one of his queries went to ascertain 
this fact; and it must be remembered that the sum of £2,822 for 
interest, at four per cent., would pay for £70,000 for the whole of twelve 
months. The missionary stations provided a considerable amount 
themselves ; for the year 1849, 

They had in grants from the government £ 5,901 

They raised in contributions 16,068 

£21,969 

whilst the gross total of expenditure in these stations was £88,745, itotn 
which deduct their own provision of £21,969, and the result would be 
£66,776» or about £5,500 per montli; but as the drafts for 1850 ought 
not to begin before the year, and as the bills drawn on the stations would 
take some three or four weeks for their sale and transmission to this 
country, and would then be at thirty days after sight or more, it was 
certain that they could not be matured before March, so that, if properly 
managed, the payments on account of the year ought not to be great 
until March or April, and each month's drafts would not be matured 
until some two or three months afterwards. He contended, therefore, 
that there was an unnecessarily large amount of borrowed money, which 
in itself was a great evil, but the more so as it involved so large a cost in 
the shape of interest. There was the item also of £1,500 per annum for 
the training of native agents ; but to whom it was paid, or how it was 



43 

allocated, or whether all was spent, or more than the amoont was spent, 
nothing was said. This large sum was appropriated every year, but no 
partioolars were given. Now he contended that they could not be too 
plain and explicit in their accounts. There ought to be no secrecy, and 
every necessary information ought to be afiforded ; and where such large 
sums were in question, and in a public institution, the constituency had 
a right to require minute and detailed accounts ; and appendices ought to 
be given showing the amount of the funded property, the training grant 
of £1 ,dOO per annum, and all moneys borrowed on the faith of the 
society. He could not but look at the £4,161 spent in local charges as 
too high ; the greater part of this was spent on deputations, and it ought 
to be reduced and a great saving effected. As to the great praise which 
the auditors gave to the system of book-keeping in the establishment he 
could not concur. The system might or might not be good ; but cer- 
tainly, as he saw it, no great praise ought to be given to it ; but he was 
unwUiing to go farther, and would therefore withhold. (Cries of ** Name, 
name/*) 

The Pbesidbht: Say all you have to say, Mr. Gabriel. fHear.) 

Mr. Gabbibl : Well, as they were one family, and they required it to 
be told, he would tell that the invoices for two whole years — 1648 and 
18t9 — were not entered in any ledger, not even put upon the invoice- 
book ; but such as it is, they had not even kept up to their own system. 
He thought also it was very desirable that the secretaries should not re- 
main in office for an indefinite period. 

The Pbbbidbht here rose and said that the subject was not now under 
consideration, and was not at all referred to in the resolution. If Mr. 
Gabriel had anything to propose by way of amendment to the resolution , 
he could do so. 

Mr. Gabbibl said he would conclude by moving the following series 
of resolutions, by way of rider to the original motion. He then read the 
following propositions senatim ; but he was interrupted by Dr. Bunting, 
who rose and made some remarks about their unconstitutional character, 
which prevented Mr. Gabriel firom going through to the end. *^ Resolved, 
—That the conference be requested to take into their early consideration 
the following suggestions in reference to the missions :^-lst That the 
balance sheet exhibit in future the total amount of receipts and expendi- 
ture from the districts. 2nd. That it is desirable to lessen very materi- 
ally the cost of deputations. 8rd. That the amount of moneys on interest 
in the mission establishment appears to be unnecessarily large, and con- 
sequently too costly for its interests. 4th. That a stricter economy is 
much required throughout the establishment 0th. That all the account- 
books should be opened at reasonable times for the inspection of any 
district or branch missionary officer. 6th. That the expenditure of the 
mission stations should be classified and expressed as to schools, 
missions, and travelling preachers. 7th. That appendices, giving the 
details of the annual appropriation of £1,500 for the training- Amd of 
native agency, &c., the amount of funded property, the cash on loan, and 
cash lent on chapels, should be printed with every report. 8th. That it 
is extremely desirable that more frequent changes of the three junior 
secretaries should take place ; and that one should retire this year, a 
second three years hence, and the third six years hence; and that none 
should be kept in office for a longer period than nine years ; that more 
frequent changes in the sixteen London laymen is also very important, 
and that an election of the same, either by the London District Missionary 
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Meeting, or the London Quarterly Meeting, with a nomination or veto in 
the President, would be attended with great advantage.*' 

The Pbbsiobitt, having waited a few minutes, said : As no one seo- 
onded the amendment it most fall to the ground. Hereupon — 

Mr. T. A. Taoo said, he must remind the President that it was usual 
for a chairman to receive a resolution before its being seconded. As he 
had not done so with this amendment, it had not been seconded. There 
might be very many present who, with himself, were prepared to give Mr. 
Gabriel's proposal their support, but who could not rise to second it until 
the chaiiman had intimated that he had received it He (Mr. Tagg) 
could not distinctly recollect all the points contained in it ; but as far as 
he did recollect them, he was ready to second their adoption. He begged 
to take that opportunity of saying that both Mr. Gabriel and himself, on 
a former occasion, had been charged with impertinence in venturing to 
suggest alterations in the management to the secretaries. He would in 
reply state that, if either of them were to venture to contradict the reve- 
rend secretaries in matters of theology, such a charge might be fair and 
jast; but he did imagine that, in such matters as those of accounts, and 
the construction of balance-sheets, men of business were quite as able to 
give an opinion. They had also been charged with questioning the in- 
tegrity of the secretaries. He had no hesitation in saying that he never 
did sympathize with any such opinion. He had the highest confidence 
in the honesty of the executive; but he did think that when suggestions 
as to improvements were offered, they should be received in a courteous 
and Christian spirit. With the general tenor of Mr. Gabriel's remarks 
he most folly concurred, and had much pleasure in seconding the amend- 
ment. He regretted that suggestions were received in so hostile a spkit 
There could be no question that the opportunity for such suggestions but 
very seldom occurred ; and it would be but politic, as well as courteous, 
to pay eveiy deference to those friends and supporters of the institution 
who might think proper to offer them, although in matters of manage- 
ment they might be strongly opposed in opinion to the present executive. 
It was at much sacrifice of feeling that he ventured to address them — ^to 
differ with so many beloved friends was not pleasant ; it required some 
courage, or, as some had said, presumption, thus to offer his opinion ; 
but he felt it to be his duty, and would not shrink £rom it. 

Mr. Fabmbb, — ^who was received with loud cheers,— then rose to ad- 
dress the meeting. He said, — The President has just suggested that it 
might be desirable that the resolution should be put before I offered any 
observations in answer to what has fallen from Mr. Gabriel. I think, 
however, that it would appear better in the eyes of those friends who have 
thought proper to make some observations in reference to our statements, 
if I at once offer a few remarks. (Hear.) I am quite satisfied that this 
meeting will be prepared at once to receive and to adopt almost unani- 
mously the resolution which has been submitted to it, but, at the same 
time, persons might say there is something forcible in what has been ad- 
vanced ; and knowing that much pains have been taken to throw a doubt 
on the minds of some— I cannot suppose on many — with referenee to the 
correctness of the statements that have been presented, I will, for tbt 
satisfaction of such men, make one or two observations — (hear, hear) — 
and if they are but few, it is not because what has fallen from Mr. Ga- 
briel does not admit of very many observations, or that we are not com- 
petent to give answers to the questions or suggestions that have fallen 
from him. (Hear, hear.) He says he has made applications, and has 
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not always receWed anawers. But there are reaaona why he may not havf 
received the answers for which he applied. He made an appHcation to 
me with reference to some matters with which I might he snpposed to he 
acquainted. I took pains to make some enquiries, and asked him to 
meet me. I addressed him as one that wished information for the ^od 
of the Society ^as a friend, and in no other way than might be benefieial 
to the Society— and I appeal to him, personally, whether he did not put 
some questions in reference to the interest of money, which showed wh<>Q 
I gave him an answer, that he had not understood the question. Mr. 
Gabriel put a question with reference to the discrepancy between an ae> 
count as it is exhibited and as he thought it ought to appear. 

Mr. Oabbibl — I wish to make one remark. (Cries of ** No, no.**) 

Mr. Farmbb — I hare not the least objection to hear Mr. Gabriel. 

Mr. Gabbibl— The point alluded to was not connected with these . 
points. 

Mr. Fabmbr — No. 

Mr. Gabbibi — I wrote to Mr. Farmer stating that I was satisfied with 
them, and they have never been out of my lips, before or after. 

Mr. Fabmbb — My reason for adverting to it is this, that after such an 
occurrence we might be rather chary of devoting time, which is so pre- 
cious, to answer enquiries coming from every person disposed to make 
them. 1 am not inclined to make any charge against Mr. Gabriel, but I 
appeal to him as to a fact that might operate upon the mind of myself 
and others in reference to the answers that might be communicated to 
Mr. Gabriel, or any one who requested answers to questions. (Hear, 
hear.) Mr. Gabriel, a few days ago, made a communication to me con- 
cerning certain matters, and asking certain questions, which I am pre- 
pared to answer. (Cheers.) As it was addressed to my private residence, 
I stated to Mr. Gabriel that I could not go fully into the subject immedi- 
ately, but that I would be prepared to answer his questions here if it was 
thought desirable I should do so. (Applause.) Mr. Gabriel wishes to 
know the total of all the borrowed money on the various institutions. 
My answer is, that we had loans to tlie extent of £61,687 2s. Id. The 
loans on February 28th, were reduced to dE48,468 12s. Id. Then there 
is the Centenary grant. Widows, &c., jC 10,000, and the Irish Schools, 
i£6,0U0. He asks the rate of interest. The average is from 4 to 4} per 
cent. I am ready to go into details if necessary. I am prepared to say 
that the rate of interest is justified. (Hear.) The next question is rela- 
tive to the amount of discount paid to the bankers, or others, for bills 
discounted during the year 1849. The answer is, £15 17s. 6d.-*-( hear, 
hear)— a circumstance which will admit of some remark also, showing 
that if we could raise money, which we did, at a lower rate of interest, by 
any means in our power, than by going to the bankers for discount, it 
seems we acted wisely, prudently, and economically, when we adopted the 
course. I now come to a point which will probably surprise many here 
present. It is asked. What was the amount received for this year's ac- 
count, np to the 28th of February ? Will it be believed that for the con- 
duet of tiie affkirs of this Society, involving receipts for the whole year of 
£110,000, we had only received, up to tlie 28th of February, for the cur- 
rent year, £465 I la. Od. (Loud cries of " Hear, hear.") Now it may be 
asked, what becomes of the large amount we might be snpposed to have 
in hand to oommenca operations in January, when at the end of Februanr 
we had received only £465 lis. 6d.? And what waa the amount paid 
for this year up to Feb. 28 7 No lesa than £15,433 lis. 2d. Surely 
£ 3 
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wben we had this amoant to pay, it was neeeBsary for as to borrow from 
some quarter. (Hear, hear.) If we foand it impossible to get money for 
the current year, from causes over which we have no control, we must 
borrow money or our credit will be at stake. Bat happily for us, oor 
credit stands very high, and I cannot imagine any society with such a 
vast expenditure which stands higher in the commercial world. (Hear, 
hear.) Another question asked is, what amount was owing to the So- 
ciety for loans on the 28th February ? For Chapel debts there was owing 
£9,940 10s. 7d. If these accounts are not clear, it is not because tbere 
is any reluctance on the part of the Committee to make them known. If 
we had dealt as we, in our hearts, felt disposed to deal, with some of the 
cases of the Chnpels which have been overtaken by calamities in the 
West Indies, we should have given them the money. But we are re- 
stricted in our grants, and these moneys have passed to their debit in the 
hope that, by tlie blessing of Providence, they may be able, under more 
prosperous circumstances, to repay the money, which they are quite will- 
ing, but now unable, to do. If we should cancel these debts at once, we 
should lose the possibility of getting anything; whereas, if they continue, 
we hope to be able to receive tliese sums at some future time. (Hear, 
hear.) Then there comes the personal account of £6,3^40 18s. 2d. This 
also may be explained from the circumstances of the missionaries 
throughout the world. (Hear.) The next question is, '' Was the funded 
property free from all loans on the 28th February ?" The answer is, 
" Yes." Here Mr. Gabriel is under some mistake. The funded property 
which appears to our credit is a sum of money funded exclusively for the 
annuitants. (Hear.) Whether I have been right or wrong, I take on 
myself a degree of responsibility in connection with that fimd. When 
we have received money from persons who kindly give it, subject to such 
annuities, we have been able to say that the income derivable from the 
funded property is equal in amount, not merely in value, to the claims 
you have upon the Society. (Applause.) As you place implicit confi- 
dence in us, we will give you the grounds on which that confidence may 
safely rest At the same time I am wflling to admit that we have perhaps 
acted with over caution, and I am not disposed to recommend so strict 
an adherence to this principle as heretofore. We wish to act plainly and 
clearly in reference to existing circumstances, and have taken more than 
ordinary precaution to do so. (Hear.) I believe that Mr. Gabriel is in 
communication with those who may wish him to be the organ of enquiry, 
and who wish to take advantage of circumstances for the disparagement 
of the Society. (Loud cheers.) I will only add, with reference to what- 
has been said with regard to the assistance afforded to the auditors, that 
the Treasurers were equally willing to afford every information in their 
power, and we have not withheld anything that was necessary to aid 
them in their labours. (Lond applause.) 

Mr. Gabbiel begged to say roost unequivocally and strongly that he 
was not the organ of anybody, and that he had acted entirely on his own 
responsibility. 
Mr. Farmbb was happy to hear that such was the case. (Cheers.) 
Mr. Mease, of North Shields, submitted to Mr. Gabriel the propriety 
of withdrawing his resolution, and placing it before the consideration of 
the Committee of the Society in London, assisted by as many country 
friends as he might suggest. The subject pointed out in the resolution, 
required the careful consideration of every one desirous of promoting the 
welfare of the Society. He trusted Mr. Gabriel would throw himsetf on 
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fhe kindly feelings of the meeting, and withdraw his resolution. ( Hew, 
hear.) 

Mr. Sharplet again rose to address the meeting. He said it was with 
great expense of personal feeling that he ventured to make any observa- 
tion on that occasion. Differing as he did in many re»<pect8 with the ex- 
ecutive in minor matters, it was not a pleasant duty to take upon himself 
in any way to take part in those proceedings. He appeared before them 
as an independent man — ^he belonged to no party. (Disapproval.) He 
loved the missionary cause, and he had for many years given of his sub- 
stance for its support. If he had not loved it, he should not now have 
left his home at great inconvenience to attend that meeting. But he be- 
lieved there was nothing so noble in the wide world as the olject contem- 
plated by their society— the evangelization of the heathen. He took no 
credit to himself for what he had done, or for what he had given in its be- 
half. He had done it merely from a sense of duty. He regretted that 
remarks which he had made in the Committee of Review at the Hull 
Conference had been exaggerated. Reports had been spread that a fair 
hearing was denied him. He said he regretted these reports, as they 
were false. A fair hearing had been given to him, and he had nothing 
to complain of in that respect. But he did think, that when objections 
were offered, they should be met in a fair and candid manner, and that 
their executive should feel themselves superior to evasion. Let them 
meet their opponents as Mr. Wesley did when he was charged with being 
covetous, malicious, and proud. He (Mr. Wesley) said that he never 
coveted this world's goods — that he entertained malice towards no mau ; 
but as to pride, he had to take shame to himself for much of that sin, 
and to entreat his enemies to pray that he might be delivered from it. He 
was exceedingly glad to find that observations which he had made on a 
former occasion, in reference to the large expense for printing, had had 
their effect; that £7000 had been reduced to £5000. He considered it a 
desirable reduction. It might have been done earlier, and he had no 
hesitation in saying that it might yet be reduced to £4000. He di6li>red 
from some of their respected ministers then present, who objected to 
putting the printing up to tender. He thought the printers knew their 
own business best, and that the committee might feel assured that no 
price would be given at which the printers could not make a profit. In 
the minutes, he observed, there appeared one entry to the effect that Mr. 
Nichols* offer had been received. He took it, Uierefore, that in that 
case the work had not been put to competition. He regretted this, for 
whatever the work might be—little or much — they should always put it to 
tender. He fully concurred with Mr. Gabriel in some of his observations, 
particularly in reference to the balance sheet. For instance, £9000 was 
entered in one item in four lines, and another of £11,000 in the same 
space. 

Mr. Thomas Fabmee here rose, and requested Mr. Sharpley to be as 
brief as possible. 

Mr. Shabplet considered Mr. Farmer was not courteous in calling him 
to order, and appealed to the chair whether he ought to be interrupted in 
that manner } 

The President begged for silence. 

The Rev. J. M'Lsan entreated the meeting to give his friend, Mr. 
Sharpley, a hearing. Due allowance ought to be made for their country 
Iriends. 

Mr. Shabflbt resumed his remarks. He thoughtf if there was any 
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property beltmging to the Society, mention should be made of it in their 
reports. For instance, £1300 had been spent in the purchase of a house. 
Why was not the rent of that bouse deducted from the secretary's salary f 
He was pleased, however, to remarlc that, in the item of rent, in refer- 
ence to the Ceotfnary hall, that this year an entry did appear for the use 
of the use of the cellarage. He thought with Mr. Gabriel that it was 
not for the welKbeiog of the society that the secretaries should remain in 
office so long. (Interruption.) 

The Pbssidrwt : This is not the time or place for discussing that. 

Mr. SbakpI'BT thought that these were times in which conciliatory 
roeasures should be adopted. He differed from those who treated with 
contempt the opinions of many thousands of their best friends, (lie* 
newed interruption, amidst which Mr. Sharpley resumed his seat) 

The Rev E. Hoota : I wish to say a few words, and perhaps 1 may 
be allowed to preface my remarks by an illustration of our present posi- 
tion. When the ingenious Mr. Watt was told from time to time of improve* 
ments in !»team engines, and of new patents having been talum out for these 
improvements, he said, ** There is not one that 1 have not thought of and 
tried myself." We may say that not one suggestion has been brought to 
our notice that is not already famih'ar to us, and which we have not con* 
sidered. (Hear.) But 1 have a strong desire that they should be consi> 
dered and reconsidered, and adopted if desirable. There is one point to 
which I wish to allude, lest there should be any misunderstanding on the 
part of any man, and that is, that in the Mission House, a sum of£\OfiOO 
was not recorded for two years. That is entirely a mistake. (Cheers.) 
A gentleman came to me and said *' What may be the amount of your 
home expenditure/' I said at a round guess, perhaps i6 1 0,000. ** Very 
well," said he, ** show me your ledger.^ I showed him a book in which bills 
of parcels are kept Now, it so happened that I did not recollect that 
these bills are not posted according to their date, but according to their 
letter of the alphabet. He turned to the book and said, '* Why, these 
bills are two years old.** I said, so they are. And he said, ** There are 
none after them ?" I said No. There were none in that book, but I knew 
we had some bills of parcels in other parts of the buildings, and I said they 
had not been posted up in conseqnence of the pressure of other b*islness, 
but it does not follow from that that the bills have not been duly entered 
in the accounts. (Hear, hear.) It is altogether a misapprehension. 
When a gentleman asks a question of this sort, and I give him a sort of 
haphazard answer, it is not fair to bring it before a meeting like the 
present (Cheers.) 

Mr. Bbw NBTT, who was loudly cheered, said,— I rise merely to speak to 
one item which has been objected to by those who object to the proceed- 
ings of the committee of the society to-day, and their local expenses. I 
wish those gentlemen to take into consideration that of these expenses, 
enormous as they are, a great proportion are contracted in the country, 
and therefore they have no business to come to London to find fault with 
local expenses. (Hear, bear.) I think I have attended as many missionary 
meetings as any man, not only in my own district, but almost anywhere 
within the reach of my own locality, and I have always had to complain 
of local expenses. Sometimes our friends, notwithstanding the appoint- 
ment of a proper deputation, must place on it a favoured individual of their 
own choosing, which causes an additional expense. I have seen this in 
more than one, two, or even ten instances. I am sure if our friends will 
attend to local expenses at home they will not have to eooplain of them 
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when they come here. (Hear, hear.) With nsferanoe to the items, I hope 
we have wisdom to gnppose that the auditors who went through th^ 
aeconnts investigated all these expenses. I cannot conceive that such a re> 
spectable man as Mr. Corderoy would have gone into the expenses without 
examining the salaries of the secretaries and everything else. 1 dare say 
the secretaries have no objection to the publication of their salaries; but I 
am afraid if they were published we should be quite ashamed of them. 
Look at the men who are placed in these positions. But what would 
have been the incomes of such men if they had occupied positions in con- 
nection with the state ? Men of the same abilities and talent would have 
gained high positions. (Hear.^ Instead of finding fault with what u 
paid to them, they have never received salaries equal to their deserts. 
(Hear. ) I believe the meeting have full confidence in the committee. 
(Hear.) I see at the head of it President Jackson. (Cheers.) We have 
heard of President Jackson before, and 1 hope we shall live to hear of him 
again. (Cheers.) Pnesident Jackson was with us in the centenary year, 
and I should like to see him in another centenary year. (" Hear, hear," 
and a langh.) That, however, cannot be expected, but I believe that be 
lives in the regard and affection of every man — (cheers) — and I am quite 
sure if we woidd come to this anniversary with a desire to be baptised with 
the Holy Spirit, as our excellent President is, we should go on better. I 
believe that if we and all the Christian ministers and laymen were to pray 
for the outpouring of the Spirit, the litde opposition which is now given to 
the spread of genuine Wesleyan Methodism must give way before that 
influence, as the dew before the sun. (Applause.) I am assured, however, 
whatever may be the result in connexion with that opposition, it is our 
duty to regard, above all things, that to which Mr. Heald refers — ^the con- 
nezional principle. There is one special principle to which I would just 
look. Some of our enemies would be glad to destroy that principle. 
Some of them, who form another section of the Christian church, whom 
wa would not call enemies, but in some measure envious friends — (laugh- 
ter) — ^would be desirous of destroying it (Hear, hear.) My friends, it 
is this principle which has made us noticed by the world at large, and if 
we were to adopt certain improvements which have been suggested, and 
from high quarters, we should destroy that principle, and no longer be a 
oonnezional people. We should become independent churches. Let us 
adhere to that principle as we adhere to our Ood. (Cheers.) I am sure 
that the investigation of these accounts will lead to show the height of the 
glory, the stability of Wesleyan Methodnm, and that God will defend it 
against all its enemies. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. Oaslakd, who spoke from the extreme end of the room, then 
addressed the meeting, but was indistinctiy heard. He said he had not 
entered the meeting without some slight feelings of apprehension, be- 
caose he was not eertain he could measure the tone of the feeling of this 
assembly, by what he had observed in Cornwall. (Hear, hear.) He 
lived a litde beyond the bounds of civilization, beoaose civilization might 
be taken to he defined by the length to whieh railways had extended. 
(A laugh.) In that district many hearts beat warmly in favour of this 
cause. He was not going back to satisfy the large contributors, because 
they had not many, but to satisfy a great many humble individuals re- 
specting the just appropriation of every farthing. (Hear, hear.) It 
made littie difference to him whether a man contributed ^100 or a 
shilling; for the value of the offerings was not determined by the 
amount, but by the motive whieh sanctified the giver ; and he should feel 
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-b^ been sentta eircoits, others were pursuing their studies as MissioB^ 
uriefl for India. On the subject of spiritual religion among the students, 
the Import spoke in glowing terms. . Pastoral duties had been performed 
^witb profit and pleasure. Some of them displayed a fervent zeal for 
the conversion of sinners ; several took a lively interest in the religious 
instruction of young people, and had at one period as many as 300 of 
this class under their care. The result of these endeavours was of a 
highly encouraging nature. Among those students who were ready for 
appointments, there were some eminently qualified for the Wesleyan 
ministry, whether at home or abroad. The report concluded by stating, 
that as blossoms might be blighted, and promising young men might 
not fulfil the reasonable expectations that had been formed respecting 
them, it was therefore needful to recommend them to God and the Word 
of his grace. (Hear, hear.) 

The Report of the Examiners of the Northern Branch, Didsbury, was 
also read by Mr. Cbowthkb. . It began by stating, that the students 
.were requested before the 20th and 2Ist of June (the days of the examin- 
.ation), to prepare severally a sketch of a sermon, taking for their teait 
Hebrews ii. 10. The subject, for beginners in theology, was, con- 
fessedly, difficult ; yet they were not altogether unprepared to enter upon 
it. (Hear, hear.) Several of the students evinced a ready and correct 
perception of the importailt truths contained in the passage, and a wide 
scope of Bible reading ; while, with reference to collateral topics, there 
were only one or two misapprehensions of the meaning of the text. 
.Some of the sketches were indicative of the future eminence, as well as 
usefulness of the writers ; and all appeared to be the compositions of 
devout and prayerful minds, fall of compassion for the souls of men, 
.vnthout any speculative reasonings, thas exhibiting important character^ 
istios of preachers called of God. The first class often students was ex- 
amined on the general doctrines of Christianity, on biblical interpreta- 
tion, comprising the use of the English Scriptures, and rules of biblical 
■interpretation. They were also questioned on various subjects concern- 
ing ecclesiastical history. The second class of sixteen students of the 
second year, and eight of the first year were examined on Christian 
duties, on the duties of the Christian to himself and his God, and on 
several other subjects relating to the sacraments and the institution of 
the Sabbath. Making only fair and moderate allowances fur some, who 
were disconcerted by these examinations, they all appeared to have de- 
jrived considerable aid from the instruction that had been imparted to 
them, and their answers on most topics were highly satisfactory, and 
manifested the habitual exercise of well-informed minds. Their exami- 
nation on general literature was also very gratifying. On no former 
occasion did they evince so much industry, and give so much satisfaction. 
There was a manifest desire among them to make the best use of their 
time while under the care of their classical and mathematical tutors. On 
aU the questions that were put to them their answers were given with 
■great readiness, and a few whose names might be mentioned did them- 
.selves great credit. (Hear, hear.) A determination was exemplified 
among them to overcome every difficulty in order to master their theolo*- 
gieal and classical studies. In the biblical classes considerable acquain- 
tanee was displayed with the most important branches of biblical study ; 
and the students were strongly recommended to avail themselves of the 
valuable instructions of Mr. Hellier. Satisfactory answers were also 
givea an the first and second books of Euclid, which brought the aidu- 
F 
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ous exftminalions to ft condusion, — ^the firiendt of the stadentt b«Hig 
presentf and expressiDg their satisfaction during the two days. One of 
the examiners, the Bev. J. Manners, said In coneluding his able report, 
that the students on former occasions did themselres great evedit, but this 
year they had surpassed themselves, — (hear, hear,) — and reflected the 
highest praise on those whose duty it was to stimidate them when OTer- 
taken by fits of laziness. (Loud laughter.) 

The Report of the House Governor, the Rev. J. Bowers, stated that 
while there was nothing unusual to report this year, yet substantia] pro- 
gress was the result. The number of students on the establishment was 
thirty-four, of whom ten came for three years, sixteen for two years, and 
eight for one year. There were fewer eases of failing health than in any 
former year, and the religious state and general conduct of the studenls 
were blameless, — their habits diligent, — their personal religion healthftil 
and growing, — their preaching useful,— >tbeir visits to the poor of the 
surrounding districts had been maintainjed with regularity and attended 
with success, — and their attachment to Methodism in time of appreben* 
sion and trial had been unswerving. (Loud applause.) Constant soUei- 
tude was directed to the welfare of the students, during their last year's 
residence ; and in this respect their conduct has been decidedly favour- 
able,— a life of godliness has been fostered among them ; their Christian 
principles were more solid and steady ; and their sincere desire was to ex- 
emplify in their future labours, an entire consecration to the work of God. 
(Hear, hear.) In confirmation of this statement, reference might be 
made to those brethren now in active service both at home and abroad, 
-^(hear, hear)— and in contradiction to doubting friends and calumnious 
representations which had been permitted to be propagated by a spirit of 
hostility. The governor concloded his able report with a prayerfiil 
desire that the institution would long continue to send forth bright 
successors to those founders of Wesleyan Methodism, whose purity of 
life and doctrine, singleness of purpose, untiring zeal, maintenance of the 
truth and honourable confidence, were worthy of the emulation of those 
who aspire to be followers of those men of God. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. Johh FARiiAB,one of the general treasurers, read die Finan- 
cial Report, from which it appeared that there had been received, fr'om 
the various districts of Great Britain and Ireland, including the contri- 
butions of home ministers and foreign missionaries, the sum of 
jC1,083 Os. 8d. The donations of the students and their friends were 
£106 Is.; Richmond circuit contributed £62 10s. Od.; Didsbury, from 
pew-rents, £16 ; the students' class*money at Richmond and Didsbury 
was £2S Os. 6d. From the Mission House there had been received, for 
the training and support of students designed for the mission work, 
£758 16s. The total amount of interest was £1,002 18s. 0d. From 
the Book-room there was a grant in part of £600 ; and a legacy of £600 
had been left to the institution by the late James Wood, Esq., of Man- 
chester, one of the first and principal promoters of the Theological 
Institution, and whose lamented decease and Christian exeelleDoies were 
duly commemorated by the last Conference. The total amount of reoeipts 
was £7,347 Os. 4d., ndnua a balance due to the treasurers of £2,209 Ids. 
Mr. Farrar observed that this sum, he hoped, would be very matertallgr 
decreased during the sittings of Conference, as several hundred pounds 
were expected to be received from the Book-room, and several small sums 
were due from various circuits, and other contributions. 

He then proceeded to read the disbuisements, which (inctoding"* 
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bdanoe dtoe to the treasurers last year of £1,680 28. 6d.,) were as 
follows .'—Expenses at Bichmond, £2,712 Ts. T^d., and at Didsbnry, 
£2«448 16s. lid.; repairs of building, £399 Us. dd.; misoellaneoas 
eQq>en8ea, £156 28. lOol.; making a total of £&,712 17s. lOd. Mr. 
Farrar accounted for the decrease of the expenditure this year, from the 
fiust that one branch of the institution had been closed for a month, to 
make some alteratioDS and repairs — and thus one month's expenses had 
been sayed. 

The Rev. Dr. Bbscham said, he had been taken by surprise in having 
a resolution placed in his hands which he had had scarcely time to look 
at before he was called on to move its adoption. On reading it, however, 
he found there were no arguments necessary to recommend iL It was — 
** That this Committee expresses its gratitode to the Giver of all good 
gifts, for the reports of the efficient and prosperous working of both 
branches of the Institution." The meeting had listened to the reports, 
and the attention paid, and the marks of approbation which followed as 
they were read, were sufficient indications of the great satisfaction with 
which they were nsceived. (Hear, hear.) There was great cause of thank- 
fulness to Qod, that the two branches of the Institotion were in such a 
prosperous state. He had had an opportonity of assisting to conduct the 
examinations of the stodents at Richmond ; and be might say, that he 
had never been more satisfied with the state of that branch. (Hear, hear.) 
He had had the privilege, — for he considered it a privilege, — of having 
assisted in the examinations at Richmond for severid years ; but he never 
recollected when he had received such entire satisfaction as at the last 
examination. (Hear, hear.) He adverted to the personal piety of the 
students, and he was persuaded that at Richmond Institution, (and he 
was quite convinced, from the reports received of the Northern Branch, 
the same might be said of that Institotion,) piety was advancing. During 
the examination, and at its close, special reference was made to the per- 
sonal piety of the students. They were asked, whether in their own 
judgement, and before God, their personal piety had unproved during 
their residence there ; and the answers given to those inquiries were ex- 
e^^ediogly satisfactory; (hear, hear;) and he was persuaded that the great 
increase of personal piety in that institotion had served, very materially, 
in forming their ChristiaB character. With regard to their attainments 
generally, and their fitness for the ministry over numbers of their fathers 
hi the ministry, who commenced their labours before the Institotion had 
been formed, and had to contoud with difllculties of which they knew 
nothing, (hear, hear,) their advantages had been great He thought it 
was of die highest importance, considering the peculiar characteristics of 
the times^ that the rising ministry should possess all the fitness necessary 
for the successful discharge of their duties. (Hear, hear.) He did most 
heartily participate in the feelings which had dictated the resolution, — 
feelings of gratitude to God for the prosperous state of the two branches. 
(Hear, bear.) If the conduetora of the two branches had not been pre- 
sent, he should have said something in reference to than. He could, 
nevertheless, say, that he thanked God for the eonduetors of the instito- 
tion, as well as for the institution itself. He thanked God for his good- 
nesSy which had been pecnliariy displayed to the Connexion in raising 
nen so eminent, especially ^e distinguished individuals to whom was 
eonfided the conducting of this Institution. His (Dr. Beech am's) pmyei 
to Almighty God was, that their lives might be spared to the Connexion, 
and that their labours might be long ai^ elBcientty directed to tiic od- 
Tancement of the kingdom of Christ (Hear, hear.) 
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Mr. Fabmbr, in seconding ihe resolation, said, that it would not be 
necessary to enter into any details after what had been stated in the re- 
ports* He could not help expressing his satisfaction at the highly inter- 
esting facts recorded in those reports ; and his expression of gratitude to 
God for raising up young men, — men of personal piety, — growing in 
knowledge and grace at the same time. From the commencement, he 
bad been a supporter of the Institution, and had felt some degree of anx- 
iety in its establishment. Hitherto, however, it had worked highly satis- 
factorily to his own mind. At the commencement, he had anticipated 
this institution would work well ; and, when they had had more experi- 
ence of them, the two branches would be more liberally supported. (Hear, 
hear.) He felt a deep interest in their continued support He hoped 
they would feel obligated to render these institutions idl the assistance 
they could, first, by tbeir individual contributions ; and, secondly, bj 
bringing the claims of the institutions before their friends. He then al- 
luded to the New Chapel, at the Richmond branch, and to the successful 
exertions that had been made to have it completed by Friday, the 2nd of 
August. It had cost j62,000. He hoped they would attend its opening 
by Dr, Hannah. He most heartily concurred in the resolution, which 
was subsequently carried unanimously. 

Dr. BuNTiNO said, after many years of hesitation, the chapel connected 
with the Institution, at Richmond, bad been principally built through the 
liberality of Mr. Farmer. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Farmer and his immediate 
friends were responsible for £000 of that undertaking. 

Mr. Wall moved, that this Committee acknowledges the valuable ser- 
vices rendered by the President of the Institution during the past year, 
and trusts that he will continue in that o£9ce for the year to come. 
(Hear, hear.) He was sure that the hearts of all present rpsponded to 
his resolution. (Hear, hear.) For fifty-one years the venerable Presi- 
dent had adorned their Connexion, and they prayed, with increased soli- 
citude, that his voice and countenance might long remain among them, 
to aid them with his counsel. (Hear, hear.) He most cordially moved 
the resolution. 

Dr. Newton — I most heartily second the resolution which my friend 
has proposed. We thank the Head of tlie Church for giving us such a 
man ; and we do pray that his valuable lifb maybe spared to us for many 
many years, and Uiat those counsels — so true, so useful — with which he 
has, from time to time, favoured the Committee of the two branches of 
the institution, may still be continued. While first of all we thank the 
Great Head of the Church, we next thank the individual who has been bo 
useful to us. (Hear, hear.) Only a short time since be undertook a 
journey all the way to Didsbury, to meet the Committee there, to superin- 
tend its proceedings, to promote the interest of the Institution, and to 
guard the interests of the Connexion at large. (Applause.) I heartily 
second this resolution. 

The Rev. P. McOwan said — He considered it a high honour to be per- 
mitted to say a few words in support of the motion. He regarded the 
venerable person, the subject of the resolution, as a pattern of common 
tenderness and fidelity. (Hear, hear.) Where principle was concerned, 
he (Dr. Bunting) knew no man after the flesh. He had often glorified 
God, in giving them, through him, light when they stood in want of 
light, — counsel when they needed counsel ; and his earnest prayer to the 
Head of the Church was, that he might long be the oracle for counsel, 
and a piUar to strengthen their attachment to this Institution, and to Me* 
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fhodkib tB a vrhoU t and thai tiuMe eottnsels in ftmmr of Atf 'IVifi(iittil:fon 
QMEkT be contfaiited fbr yean to eome. 

' Mir. Mabbdbh also, in appropriate terms, Bp<Ae in fafonr of 'Aie ttitn 
hktioln. 

The PBBsiDSifT^-I am rare that the putting of this resolution i« a' 
mere matter of form. (Hear, hear.) We feel thankftil to Gi)d ftor your' 
valuable eernees. 

Br. BuNTiKO said that, agreeably to his own feelings, he would say 
nothhig. He felt grateful fbr their kindness and the resolution. It WMr 
not in his power to gire adequate expression to what he felt Of all 
those labours, in the course of a protracted— a strangely protraeted-^lifl^, 
Ihat it had been his privilege to take a humble part with others, he did 
not think that there was any that gave him greater satisfaction, than the 
humble part he had had the privilege to take in the formation of this In- 
stitution. (Applause.) He believed, in that work they had done a great 
work, — a great work for Methodism. (Loud applause.) It was his opin- 
ion, after considerable observation, that there was, in the Institution, a 
gradual improvement in attainments and qnalifieations for usefulness $ 
hut its efficiency was chiefly seen in the dis&guished discit>line and doe- 
trine which the Institution rendered. (Hear, hear.) He did believe, in 
reftreUbe to tbe young men, that it would not be very easy to seduce them 
into any treason against Methodism* (Loud applause.) He was very 
onwffling, in the first instance, to accept the office of President of tbe In* 
stitution, as being far too honourable for him» (**No, no.") He was 
pressed into it by some of the fathers of the Connexion, who were deter- 
mined to take no denial. lie felt somewhat embarrassed, in his present 
position, when called on to address the young men in the presence of 
such men as the President of the Conference and Dr. Hannah ; because 
he Mt that the instruetioiis which had been given to them were far su- 
perior to anything he could venture to offer. He earnestly wished that 
the offiee should be sibolisbed, and that the presidency of the two branches 
should be held by one of the TheoJogieal Tutors. The Connexion was 
peculiarly favoured ; God had remarkably blessed them with Tutors and 
Governors, men well quahfled for their imjiortant duties, and unceasing 
in the discharge of the labours which they were called on to perform. 
He was sure they would, with gratitude, join him in acknowledging the 
valuable services of tbe Oovem6rs,-~the Rev. S. Jackson and the Bev. J. 
dowers ; the Bev. Thomas Jackson and the Rev. John Hannah, the Theo- 
logical Tutors ; and of the Bev. John Farrar and the Bev. J. Growth er, 
the Classical Tutors, for the diligence and ability with which they had 
dKseharged the duties of their respective offices during the year, and he 
moved « rssolntion to this effeet. 

My. Walkbb, of Cheltenham, most cordially sec«nded the resolution* 
H ^Mras to him a high satisfaotion, that he could speak of the beneficial 
effects resulting from this Institution. When he remembered what a 
blessing it had conferred en a nephew of his, (of whom he gave an in- 
teresting account,) who was first of aU intended lor a minister of the 
CQinreh of Englsnd^ but who had subsequently become a Wealofan, < he 
ebtild not do less than express his thanks to the officers for tibe ^soipline 
dM inatruetion they had imparted to one so near to him. (Hear, hear.) 
The 'retolntiott wns carried amidet general aoelamation. 
' The Reii.* JoHH MAVrnswa moved the usual vote of thaaka to the 
denenl and Local Treasnieia and Seeretariea of the Institu«ion« He had 
httfd 4vitil grDat tuA^ic^tm. the repmrta of thia imj^ortaat and nse^ loi.. 
F 3 
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•tittttimi ; it had eicedded the expectations and deaires of its best ftiends, 
and lie trasted that it would be blessed with increased prosperity and nae- 
fidness during the coming year. 

The ReT. J. Mason said, that at that late honr of the CTening he wonld 
merely second the resolotion, which was carried unanimously. 



CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS. 



WEDNESDAY, JULY SIst, ld50. 

The One Hundred and Seventh Annual Assembly of the Wesleyan 
Ministers was formally opened, in City Road Chapel, London, on Wednes- 
day morning. The number of ministers present was about 600. Hie Re^. 
Thomas Jackson, the retiring President, gave out the 712th Hymn. 
After which, the Secretary, the Rev. Dr. Hannah, read the 17th chapter 
of St. John. This was followed by prayer, in which the Rev. Gbobob 
Mabsden and the Rev. Dr. Nbwton fervently engaged. 

THE LEGAL HUNDBED. 

The first business is always to ascertain what vacancies the yearly in- 
terval has caused in the legal senate of Methodism, — ^the '* One Hun- 
dred '* Miaistere perpetuated by the ** Deed Poll '* of Mr. Wesley. It 
was ascertained that there were seven such vacancies. These were sup- 
plied as follows: — 

By seniority, James Golding, in the place of Edward Baity, deceased. 



By nomination, Charles Prest, 
By seniority, Benjamin Hudson, 
.... Hugh Beech, 

.... William Jackson, 1st 

By nomination, Samuel D. Waddy, 
By seniority, John Hobson, 



John Davis, superann. 
William France, super. 
Richard Reece, deceased. 
George H. Rowe, deceased 
Wm. Tranter, super. 
Maximilian Wilson, super. 



After the election of J. Golding by seniority, Dr. Bunting rose and 
said, he had great pleasure in nominating a brother who had served the 
Connexion in many different ways, particularly as secretary to important 
connexional committees ; and who, during the past year, had displayed 
admirable tact in keeping a large circuit in peace, while many had idlowed 
or winked at agitation. He referred to the Rev. C. Prest 

Mr. FowLEB then rose, and proposed Mr. S. D. Waddy. Votes were 
taken by ballot, the result of which was — Prest, 187 ; Waddy, 159. 

The Rev. C. Prist said, he could assure the Oonference that, undar 
any circumstances, a vote of the kind which they had just passed, most 
have given him high satisfaction; but, under the present circumstances of 
the Connexion, it gave him peculiar gratification. He rose to addren the 
Conference under the influence of very mixed feelings. He hoped tiiat 
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fae was not inienstble of the weight and i^ponfdbilitjr connected 'wUb m 
appointment like that just conferred upon him. He had paid the best 
attention that he could for twenty -one years, which he had gpent e» one of 
their minifiters, to the eystt^m and working of Methodiim. If he were not 
fully convinced, first, of the purity of their doctrine, and of the scriptnral 
character of their discipline, he would not undertake such a trust If he 
had anything like a misgiving, that Conference would not maintain invio- 
late their great principles, he should beg them at once to relieve him from 
that trust j but he had no such feelings in bis mind, and he, therefore, 
accepted it with thankfulness. He trusted that Conference would have no 
cause to regret that they had reposed in him that trust, for which he 
begged, through the President, to return to his brethren his hearty thanks. 

Hugh Beech, Benjamin Hudson, and William Jackson were then 
elected by seniority. Samuel D. Waddy was again nominated. Dr. 
Newton passed an eulogium upon John Rattenbury, stating he had 
thought of proposing him, but would withdraw in favour of Mr. Waddy. 
Voteii were then taken; when there appeared, for Mr. Steward, i; Mr. 
Methley, 1 ; Mr. James Wood, 1 ; Mr. Rattenbury, 41 ; Mr. Waddy, 294. 

The Kev. S. D. Waddt said he felt obliged to his fathers and brethren 
for the confidence which they reposed in him. His attention had been 
directed to the deed under which he, as he understood, became a trustee. 
During the past year, he had paid more attention to it than before. Any 
man who was elected to such a trust had a right to state bis reasons, if 
be had any, why he should decline it But he could not understand 
bow any nuan who had accepted the responMbility of such a trust, had 
any right to violate it. Having duly considered the subject, he had 
made up bis mind to undertake the trust to which he had been cailed 
somewhat earlier than he had any right to expect And having thus un- 
dertaken it, be would never be a party to its infringement ; nor, in any 
circuit in which he should reside, would he be a party to anything which 
might persuade the people that he intended to sanction its infringement 
He felt thankful for the confidence reposed in him, and trusted that God 
wonld give him grace to be faithful. 

JoHH UOBSON was then elected by seniority. 

B LECTION OF PRB8IDBNT AKD BBCHBTABT. 

The election of the '* Hundred'* being thus completed, the next busi- 
ness was the election of a President and Secretary of the Conference. 

The retiring Pbesidemt (the Rev. T. Jackson) observed that the next 
act the Conference would have to perform was a very solemn and import- 
ant one — it was the election of a President If they proceeded without 
loss of time to this business, they would be able to accomplish it before 
the Prayer Meeting commenced ; and he trusted they would come to a 
right conclusion. 

Dr. Hankah remarked that before Conference proceeded any farther, 
he begged to be allowed to interpose a word, which he tmeted the Con« 
ferenoe would receive kindly. It was very desirable that the successor of 
Mti Jackson shoold be chosen by as laiige a mnjority of votes as possible. 
He (Dr. H.) had received an intimation from some friends that- they 
thoaght of voting for him. He mosl^ however, request them, on the 
ground of personal friendship, not to do so, but to vote for the man 
who, he tmsted, being called to the chair, wonld be sjnstfuned in that im- 
portaot office by feeling that he was placed there by thesnffirages'of a 
Uuge uujority of the Confereace. , 
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Tbe "Rev. Wm. Natlob «li fhtt fome of the iiietlim htA iufbiAM 
their iotmtioti of voting for him, bat he eooM not entertBin the espceui- 
tbii of io large e number of votei at would plaee bim in the ebair ; and 
be hoped tiie bfetfuen who bad ei ywmed lec^ an intention wonld Tote in 
another waj. 

Hie election of tiie Preeident wae then proceeded with, all ministers of 
fMUteen yean^ standkig being eligible to tote. The principal nnmhers 
were ae followt: — 



The Rev, Dr. Bbicham .... 216 

.... JOSKPH FOWLKB. . 143 

• • • • Dr. HmiiAH • • • • 14 

..•• JOHB LoMAB.... 11 



The Rev. Wm. Nati.ob .... 
• •.. Dr. Bbaumoht.... 

OlOBOB OSBOBB... 



• • • • 



4 
1 



The eleclion waa confirmed by the nnammone vote of the Legal 
Hnndied. 

It beingr pest twelve u^doek, it was agieed to deler the slectkn of 
Secretary mitil after the Prayer Meeriog. The doon were aeoordiagly 
opened, when a laige nnmber of the lay members of tbe CooneaioB eft- 
fered the edifice, and joined in the devotional exercises. 

Before commencing, tbe Bz-FBEnnnvT remarked that he had nnmixed 
pleaeore in anaonodog to the friends assembled that the Rev. Ur, 
Beecham, one of the General Secretaries of tbe Weslefui MissionaiX 
^oaelf, had been elected by the Conference as iu Pmident for the en- 
sning year. It was not the coetom of the Conference for the ntitlmg 
President to vacate the chair nntil the Sceretary bad been choeen. That 
was the reason why he still ocenpied that poation. 

Portions were then snng of the hyasns beginning. 

Hymn 446 — ** Jesns the wnrd of mercy give." 
. . 463 — ** Lamb of God, who bear'st away.** 
. . 494— Lo ! God is here ! let lis adore." 

The Rev. Measrs. JoBV Smitb, Robbbt Youbo, Pstba WOwtOf^ 
JoBB M'OwAV, and Gbobob Tatlob, engaged in prayer; and the load 
responses of the assembled mnltitnde testified how earnsetly they joined 
in sapplication and intercession. 

The Conference, on resuming bneitteSB, proceeded to the election of a 
Secretary. The principal nnmben stood as follows: — Tbe Bev. Dr. 
Hannah, 19d ; the Bev. Joseph Fowler, 67; the Bev. Dr. Mewtoo, 30 f 
tbe Bev. J. Farrar, 8. 

The election to this offlce is also by the vote of Ministere of fooiteen 
years' standing and npwaids, and was nnanimonsly eonttiased by the 
voces of tbe Legal Hundred. 

Tbe Ex-Pbbsi]>bbv then addressing Dr. Beeehsm, said»*4t g«ee him 
infinite satisfaction to place in his* hands the seal of tbe Conforeneet 
He coold tmly say, that there was not a member of that body to whose 
hands be sboold deliTcr it with greater satisf action. He had fc&owii htel 
intimately for more than twenty years,— be bad marked hia going lom^ 
and coming in, and the duties which he had peffotniedr'<-aBd wisa pM^ 
pared to say, that a more nealons, diligent, and faitliAil servant the- If** 
thedist Conforenee never bad. He (die BK-Preaident) co«ld not- be 
wfthoat some anxiety ae to the maintenance of their constitntioii dB'4l» 
integrity^ite entire integrity. He believed diat tbe President wonld i» 
maintain it; in doing that, Ood would sustain himf and bcwoold b** 
sustained, also, by tfie sympathies and peayem o< thoae e etUBbto - 
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whom be 8tw tnrand him, snd the blesttngi of the thousands of their 
Israel. With grett emphaais the Ex-Presideot added — " God bleaa too." 
— Connected with the Cooferenee sea], he had also to deliver to him the 
Bible, out ot which their Venerable Founder was acenstomed to take hia 
text, when he preached in the open air, in different parts of the kingdom. 
He tnisted that open-air preaebing would nerer be neglected. It had 
been a great means of doing good. In conclusion, he rejoiced to be the 
first member of the Conference to render houonr to the President in his 
new sitoation. 

The Pbibidevt — I sincerely thank yon, dear brethren, for the confl- 
dence yon have expressed in me,' by placing me in this responsible 
situation. At the same time, allow me earnestly to solicit your support 
in the performance of the arduous duties your kindness has imposed 
upon me. In addition to the ordinary Connexional business, which re- 
quires the attention of the Conference at its annual meetings, questiona 
•rising out of the agitation ot the past year, may claim consideration on 
the present occasion. I shall not now undertake to prescribe the man- 
ner in which such questions shall be taken up, and disposed of', but I 
am persuaded that we come together with our minds fully made up as to 
the great principles which must guide us in all onr deliberations, and 
conduct us to all our conclusions. We are a body of Christian ministers, 
and, aa such, we sustain an dffice which was not derised by human 
wisdom, nor established by human authority; but which was conceived 
in the Divine mind, and introduced and established in the church by 
Ood himself. Now, I conclude we are aU agreed that our deliberationa 
must proceed upon the principle that that office must be maintained in 
all ita integrity, and that we are bound by our allegiance to the Great 
Head ot the Church not to obliterate, or even in the slightest degree ob- 
scure, any of the features by which the ministerid and pastoral office 
baa been distinguished by its Divine Author. But we are also a body of 
Wesleyan ministers, and, in that capacity, we are the guardians of a 
system of evangelical doctrine and godly discipline— eminently provi- 
dential in ita origin — ^that has been committed to us by our predecessors 
as a sacred trust, which we are solemnly pledged to msintain in aU ita 
integrity. As individuals we are bound to this by our ordination-vowa. 
When we were admitted into full Connexion, and formally set apart to 
the office and work ot the ministry, we entered into the most explicit 
engagement, not only to abide by the doctrinal atandards ot the body, 
but also to observe and enforce that discipline which haa come down to 
na from our great Founder. In our collective character, as a Conference, 
further obligations rest upon ua to uphold and preserve the entire system 
of Methodism in all its essential characteristics. If, then, It be proposed 
to change Methodism, in its great and vital principles — to make it a 
aometbing essentially different from the Methodism which haa been 
eommitied to us as a aaered deposit,— our answer is — ^We cannot betray 
oor trust, we cannot violate our solemn vows, and onr examination of 
any proposals must proceed upon the fixed and settled principle, that 
any proposition for subverting that which we are under the weightiest 
obligations to preserve and defend, cannot for a moment be entertained. 
That duty muat be performed, whatever be the consequence — ^is another 
principle which, I am persuaded, we shall agree to adopt in practice, aa 
well aa hold in theory. We may not ** do evil that good may come,** 
and concede to clamour or Importunity that which ia contrary to out 
aaoaeienliona eonvietiona. It ia moat desirable that peace should prevail 
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in a Obrlitian oommnnity ; bnt tnie, solid, Christitn p«ao« eaa never be 
obtained by the saorifloe of Christian principle. Nothing oould poe- 
libly be procured by such a sacrifloe but a temporary and delusive caltn ; 
while, by our tbrotving down the barrier of Christian principle, we 
should render our invaluable system less capable of defence in the next 
agitation, which would inevitably and speedily arise. Bear brethren, I 
oonfidenUy assume that we are agreed upon this point — that such fixed 
and settled principles as these must govern us in all our inquiries and 
deliberations, and with this firm persuasion, I contemplate the result 
with encouragement and hope. If we take our stand on Soriptural prin- 
ciples, Qod will stand by us. We are to remember, too, for our oomfort» 
that the cause which we are solicitous to maintain, is not our own : it ia 
the cause of our Divine Master. However dear it may be to us, it is 
infinitely dearer to the heart of God, and he will d<'fend it and protect 
its interests against all opposition. He may allow the faith of his ser- 
vants sometimes to be severely tested, bnt let them remain faithful to 
their trust, and He will not fail to appear in their behalf, and give them 
to n^oioe in the triumphs of His blessed cause, for which they gladly 
toil and suffer. We may derive additional consolation in our present 
oircumstances, from the consideration, that nothing new or uncommon 
has happened to us. If^ as a religious body, we had always enjoyed 
profound tranquility, we might be under some apprehension respecting 
the result of the present disturbances. But this has not been the case. 
Methodism was cradled in storms ; and, in successive periods of its 
history, the Connexion has experienced the effects of agitation. Nor is 
this a matter of surprise. A slumbering church may long remain in a 
state of quietude. Not so a living and energetic church, which is an- 
swering thA great end of its institution. Methodism is a system of lils 
and energy; and so long as it maintains its scriptural character, it must 
be expected that Satan will endeavour, at every opportunity favourable 
to his purpose, to arrest its onward course and aggressive movements, 
by sowing dissension among the Wesleyan ministers and people, — thus 
calling off their attention from their one great work, to unprofitable and 
hurtful disputes. Hitherto, Methodism has always come triumphant out 
of every trial ; and the troubles which it has undergone have been over* 
ruled for greater good, and have also served to prepare it for more exten- 
sive usefulness. Already, we have the cheering indications that such 
will be the result of our present trial. The gracious revival of religion 
which has taken place in many parts of tlie Connexion during the past 
year ; the aeal and liberality of a great number of our people, in aupport 
of Methodism as it is ; the increased spiiit of brotherly love and union 
which has obtained among us, as a body of ministers ; and the graoioaa 
indications which have been vouchsafed to us in the Committees which 
have been held preparatory to this Conference, serve to show that Ood is 
blessedly in our midst, and afford ground for hope, that be is conducting 
ns through our present difficulties to a yet higher position, in whioh 
Methodism may become a still greater blessing to the country and to the 
world at large. Taking a full view of our present circumstances, I feel 
Ailly persusded that it is our privilege " to tbauk God and take courage.'* 
The President concluded his remarks with some observations on the 
importance of regularity and order in the management of the business 
of the Conference. 

THAVKS TO THS VX-yBSSXDXMT. 

^r. BojiTiMO said he had Che hononr and pleasure of proposing a n* 
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■olodoiii wblab b« wm permiaded woidd tM reeeired with the ntmott 
eordiili^. It WM s reiolatimi of thanks to one who had lately filled the 
chair whieh the irenerable John Weeley oeoii]>ied,— than whoni, he night 
aalely aaj, none had ever filled it more ably, more worthily, ot more 
beneficially to tiie eonnesion. The Bev. Doctor then read the rreohitioo, 
embodying the thanka tut the Conlinrenoe to the eX'president for the emi- 
nently able and faith fal manner in which he. In dream stances oi great 
dURcnlty, had performed the duties of his office. He (Dr. B.) thought 
the words employed In the resolution, describing the genera), and, what 
he might call the partlcalar administration of Mr. Jackson, were well 
chosen ;'— that administration had been dlstingnished by great ability, 
soond Judgement, and unflinching Integrity ; and the members ot the 
Conference had an example In Mr. Jackson of every thing which they 
ought to try to imitate. There was one drenmstance, which, from the 
beginalng of the year to fhe end ^ It, had impressed itself on his own 
grateftd heart: It was the abundant proof that had been gi?en that the 
election of their late president had been a perfect ** Ood-scnd.'' The 
peat unanimity of last Oonfcrence, and the blessing which had rested on 
Its election, were proofs of the dl?lne care on their behalf, He must also 
wfer to those proofs of wisdom and ability which the president had dis« 
played when. In the coarse of his duty, he had been called to idlsit Tariona 
drottlts. On one or two occasions it had been his (Dr. B.'s) prirllege to 
witness his deportment in trying drcnmstances, and he could not sufl- 
eiently express his admiration of It. He hoped that there would be on 
that occasion no expression int a contrary feeling, and with the greatest 
satisfaction he moved the resolution. 

Dr. IfiWTOV seconded the resolution. He had had the honour of 
giving to his friend Mr. Jackson tfie seals ot office, twelve months ago; 
and he never did any work In which he had been edied to engage with a 
more entire conviction that what be was doing would be for God's 
honour and glory. His conviction was, that under all circumstances his 
friend Mr. Jackson was the man for the office ; and the events which had 
•ince occurred, and some of which had been awful in some parts of the 
eonnexlon, persuaded him that his conviction was well founded. Mr. 
Jackson had manifested the meekness of wisdom and Christian charity, 
with which the Head of the church had endowed him, and had therebv 
done the connexion lasting good. He (Mr. Jackson) had spoken with 
the enemy In the gate. In words of truth and wisdom, and in a way to 
benefit all who had heard him. Mr. Jackson had passed throu^^ a year 
of great difficulty and labour; but the Lord had eupported him, and had 
brooght him through with high credit and honour to himself, to the 
entiM satisfaction of his bredumi, and In a manner which had been, and 
would still be, made a blessing to the eonnexlon. He had great pleasure 
In seconding the resolution, which he trusted would not only be carried* 
hot unanimously adopted. 

The PRBSIDSVT then read tiie resolution, and submitted It to the 
Conference, as he ssid, with much pleasure, as his first public act In that 
oflce, and felt sure that It would be unanimously approved. 

The resolution was nnaalmously adopted amidst loud applause. 

The PEBSioitrt (addressing the ex«President) said he bad great plea- 
wre In conveying to him the unanimous and cordial thanks of ^e Con- 
fereoce for the services which he had rendered to the connexion during 
the year. In some respects he had been peculiarly situated, having been 
oalM upon to sustain that Important office during two reniMlttblo 
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iriMk ^ lieUeved to ^ ti^« ofouna 9tlu» ltobtMi» «wt bviduMtt Q«M«ilisv 
irfc«& \e said tbftt W (tb* w^^MsUeat) luul bM« t^i ii it mty ^lytijupi ^ 
tte gmi Hettd of A» •hitfft^ Im tlk« 94K«m«s ^ IiaA IfeMi b«M mIM 

■ao&er sooMwiitti wwgHfcfa ]^«iio«2 ^ ttMNi^k k» M gwW m^ t» tay of • 
<rerj ^Komik ehanwiMr ftom tfa» oa« whmi b!» tot t!tmH^td tikal <4I«* ; 
bttt ife wis> le be(ie<Te(l» Uw o^pttuoa of ki» bf«ibf«a tfeAt li» Uad «y|murtd 
to be as •fninetttlf ftiiwl of God for tho uduooi d)iti9» of tio oAoo «« o«i 
ihe fo«B«r occosioB. Ho (tbopnotskot) bad gMot ptoaMcoin boinir iIm 
nedram of comm nnkting to kla tboso UiaiBk» of m Co m ft w a w » irttiih 
Ittd been so cordiaUy axpKaaed. Tboy bad bis baor^ eoooiuieaot* «»d 
be only evpressed tba vnivefsat fi»eliaf vbea be aaid tbot be bo [^ e d bis 
Kfe voold be long spared to tbe ooanexioa, and Ibat be woald be fitted 
Jbr yet greater nseloliiese in tbe serriee of Cbrist^a ebnreb. 

The £x-Pbb8idbkt in wptj said — He bad reeeived Ibe exyeeesions of 
tbe kmd feeling of tbe Conkienee vitb emotioBS to vbiob be eonld not 
gife utterance. Tbe Being vbo made bim knev tbat be spobe Ibe trutb 
when he said that he nerer desiied offiee« It bad beem bis bigbeat 
ambition to be, living and djing» an bamble Methodist pioaebet in tbe 
dreoit woik. Providence had ovemiled bim in this ; and be bad bean 
called, against his desire, to fill nauMtona important otteea In tbo 
body. He eoold only say that bis greatest trials bad arisen £rom anob 
appointments. He had never desired to be eleoled at tbe l*st Confefsnoe 
to the presidential office ; bnt when put into it he fell it to be binding on 
him to fulfil the daties thus imposed upon bim. He tmsled that be bad 
done so with fidelity. But during tbe Conferouee and afterwards lbs 
affairs of their beloved Methodism bad assumed a serious and tbrsalen- 
ing aspect ; — a system of agitation had been commenoed ; and, under 
those circumstances, he came to the determination to visit every plaea in 
the connexion &at he could, when desired to do so. Severe refieotions 
had been east upon him by an unscrupulous press ; but be U^t tbsl be 
had an honest heart, and he believed tbat be had an boaest fasa, 
and he was determined to go and show it, and let the sooieties sea, 
and their congregations see, and the nation seoi if it thought ptoper, tbitt 
he was not ashamed to appear as the President of the Wesleyan Confer- 
ence at a time when that unsompuloos press so oast aspersions upon hira« 
^e was thankful to say that he had been received geitemlly with iinas- 
ampled respect There had been, indeed, a few exoeptiousi and but* 
few ; but he believed that, upon the whole, he was never so popnlar bs* 
fore in his life. Crowds had fiocked to see himi in some iustanovS} pro* 
bably with a view to ascertain whether he really was of woman borot or 
some fiend of darkness from the lower rei{ion<. He had felt, ooeasion* 
ally, a little tried when crowds had looked at him, as though they eoukl 
stare him through and through. NevertheleM he had met, iu various 
places, with Methodist preachers, who, though they were placed In oir* 
eumstanoes of trial, had exhibited great firmness, oombiusd with great 
forbearance, and whom he highly esteemed for the manner in whiob thsy 
had shown their willingness to risk popularity and every thing of tkU 
kind for Methodism. He had also seen great numbeis of tbe Metbeifst 
people, who were endued with the same spirit, and he admirsd CbatfioUs 
spirit.. He oould not oonoeal the fact that in some pl ac es >as» for in^ 
stance, in Bristol, where he met with treatment whiob was not bononmble 
to the parties eonoemed— some godly Methodist women, like dM eld Ms- 
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Uii^irtU fa^d'Qiethim with tmnui thtir efes» and assured litro of tlniMr 
umiMllmt luid llMir pM^y«n» anti that God would help him. WitU «iicU 
^Cf«iipatlk|rtcid-«Mb.ffajwr«i htftdtthat b« couM not siak. During tim 
aiirie yawr hia heart had iie««r» never tnnk* At the dose of the last 
Coatoencit; wkmk a qr^oa of agitation eoniiieiioed^ be did believe that 
th^CowMiiauvottMhaTeajearof gfeat blessing; and it liad cUtMied 
bssa^d diirm(( the year» and wonderfully sustained him in Uio midst (^ 
hkovarwhalainf labours lo hear of prosperity in many places^ His 
l»le» as they wiuild readily believe, had not been an idle liit». Ue bad 
dhraya beloivted to the working clasises. but certainly never mi>re so thaa 
daring the past year. If his heart had, fur a moment, Iteeu dispoimd to 
ftai, it would have been when the postman came to his d^>or with a htind> 
fttl of kt^n> whkh he had not more than an hour or so of time to an- 
awar. But in all ciroomstances, God had sustaineil him by his graee^ 
and he bad walked in the nndouded light of the Diviue counti»uano«« 
Ue felt that, supported by the pivsence and grace of his Divine Lord, he 
Qoiild not sink. He wished to ofler, in the first place* his thanks to God 
Ibr the help he had afforded him, and» in the next place, to his honoorad 
brethren^— partienlarly those residing in and aivmnd London — who had 
giren him their valuable counsel and assistauee; and to many of his bre- 
tibm throughout the extent of the Connexion for their letters of sympathy, 
and especially for the cordial and prompt response they had given to the 
declaration which he had thought it his du^ to issuer He had felt, with 
many of his brethren, that something of the kind was greatly ueetled, in 
order that their people might know what they had to expect; aad he had 
reason to be assured that the end had been answered ; the great body of 
the biethrsn had affixed their signatures to it with a promptitude which 
was unexaittpled. He would not weary them, but he could not help e«> 
pntsBing his thankfulness to God that he had brought him thi^ough the 
aeenes of that eventful and trying year with a pure consscience. He had 
trembled to think of what he had passed through. If, under any cir- 
anmsfeauees of temptation, he had given encouragement to their adver^ 
sanes — if» by holding out any intimation that they might be wrv)og, tmd 
that the system could not be sustained, he had iucreasKd the stivu^tU of 
thisir enemies, what would have become of him t He durst not have met 
thA Conferenoe — he could not have met his final Judge*- and where, then, 
oottld h« have found a place in the whole univ*erse in which to hide his 
guil^ head I How could be meet the spirit and fVown of John Wesley 
in aaothar world? (Great emotion.) He wished to allude particularly to 
the aaaalt which had been made on the ministerial office. If he read 
tha New Testament aright, the evangelical ministry was not a human 
offioev It was a DivuM appointment, first, a preaching, and, secondly, 
a pastoral niuistiy. No minister of the Lord Jesus could divest him- 
•tlf of the pastoral charge, without renouncing his allegiance to Christ. 
He Mt thankful to God that he had been able to maintain inviidate the 
great prinoiples of Methodism, He considered that Methodism was not 
lor ^ne age or one natioui but was destined to bless the world while the 
•an and moon endured; but in order to that, the pastoral office must l>e 
pftierved in all its integrity and in all its essential principles. The min- 
Mi*y» espeaially, mnsi be preserved in its purity $ no sin must be con- 
oHded agaong them. God*s command was — ** If thou »halt bear say, in 
one of thy cities, — Certain men, the children of Belial, are gone out 
fham among yoa> and have withdrawn the inhabitants of their city.,.,. 
Tkton adkah thou inquire and make search, and a»k diligently) and be- 
G 
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hold, if it be truth, and the thing certain that such abomination is 
wrought among you, thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants of that city 
with the edge of the sword ; • . And there shall cleave nought of the 
cursed thing to thine hand that the Lord may turn from the fierceness of 
his anger, and show thee mercy/' When rumours were abroad, inquiries 
must be instituted and evil put away. (Hear, hear.) If they meant to 
fulfil the purposes of their office, and preserve the ministry committed to 
them by their venerated founder, in its integrity, they were not at liberty 
to go to a leaders' meeting, and ask whether they should maintain disci- 
pline against those who offended, and thus violate the laws of God. He 
was not at liberty to go to a leaders' meeting and say, " Sin has been 
committed by such a person ; shall I be allowed to put away the person 
who has sinned ?" (Hear, hear.) On those points they were agreed. — 
(Hear, hear.) In conclusion, he expressed his belief that they should 
have a good Conference. The special iufinence of the Spirit of God had 
already descended upon them. By his grace, they would bind themselves 
one to another, and they should have the happiness of seeing the great 
work in which they were engaged maintained in its integrity, and ex- 
tended on every side; and generations yet nnborn should receive its 
blessings. (Loud applause.^ 

Before the Conference adjourned, it was agreed that the hours of 
sitting should be from nine till three o'clock, and from six till half-past 
eight or nine o'clock. 

THANKS TO THE SECBBTART. 

When the Conference had re-assembled, on Wednesday evening, the 
Ex-Fresident said there had devolved on him an exceedingly pleasant 
duty. It was to move the thanks of the Conference to the secretary, 
Dr. Hannah, for his valuable services during the year. He had had cause 
to rejoice, every day last Conference, that Dr. Hannah was called to fill 
that office. The kindness of his disposition, the readiness of his speech, 
his possessing the ** pen of a ready writer" — all qualified him fur his 
duties. He loved Dr. Hannah as his own soul, and cordially proposed 
the resolution. 

Mr. Marsden seconded it, observing that the Lord had graciously 
supported the secretary in his arduous office, and expressing a hope that, 
during the passing conflict, the Conference would be firm to every part of 
their system. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

The President said he had great pleasure in presenting the rote. It 
was to him a personal gratification to be the medium of conveying it. 
Nearly forty years ago, he and the Secretary commenced their laboors 
together as natives of the same county, and he felt happy that they were 
associated now. 

The Secbetart said he had great personal gratification in seeing the 
President occupy that position. He trasted it would please God to grant 
him grace during all the year of his office. He returned thanks to the 
Ex-President for the kind terms in which he had proposed the nesolation, 
and to the Conference for its expression of regard. It was always his de- 
light to render any service in his power to the Connexion. 

THANKS TO THE OTHER OFFICERS. 

The Rev. Dr. Hannah proposed thanks to the Assistant Secretaries, 
the Revs. L Keeling, John Farrar, and William Barton, for their ser- 
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vices, and he also moved their re-appointment. He did not know that 
an J ^>ecreta^y could have a better staff. 

The resolution, having been briefly seconded by the Rev. Babnabd 
SLATEBy was unanimously adopted. 

The Pbesident observed, in presenting the vote, that their services 
were duly appreciated. He hoped they would be sustained in health and 
vigour, and would continue their valuable labours. 

Mr. Krelimg acknowledged the vote, and trusted that by mutual co- 
operation they would be able to perform Iheir duties. 

The Secbetabt then proposed the thanks of the Conference to the 
Official Letter Writers, the Revs. J. Crowther, G. Osbom, and J. Bed- 
ford, which, being seconded by the Rev. R. Newstead,> was unanimously 
agreed to. 

Mr. Cbowtheb, in acknowledging the vote, said that the' work to 
which they were appointed had been rendered easy to him by the judge- 
ment, ability, and assiduity of the excellent brethren with whom he was 
associated. 

IRISH AND CAHADIAN REPBBSENTATIVES. 

The Revs. Thomas Waugh, John F. Mathews, and Dr. Appelbe, the 
representativi^ of the Irish Conference, were then introduced. Mr. Wacoh 
referred to Ireland as an afflicted country, and observed that if raised at 
all it must be raised by the religion of the Bible. On behalf of the Irish 
Conference, he then presented the annual address. 

The Sbcbetary stated that Dr. Egerton Ryerson had been appointed 
as the representative of the Canadian Conference; but, as he understood, 
circumstances might possibly prevent him from arriving in time, if at all; 
in which case Dr. Alder had been requested to act as representative. 

The Rev. Dr. Aldbb then explained the circumstances connected with 
the detention of Dr. Ryerson, and his having been requested to act on 
bia behalf. He presented the address of the Canadian Conference, which 
he observed contained expressions of strong sympathy with this Confer- 
ence under the circumstances in which it was placed. 

LOTAL address to THE CBOWN. 

The Secbbtart observed that the officers of the Conference having 
been appointed, and representatives having been introduced, he begged tu 
propose, as the first act of the Conference, after it had been fully consti- 
tuted, that a loyal and dutiful address be presented to the Queen on the 
birth of another Prince, and he proposed that a committee be appointed 
to draw np the same. The motion was seconded by the Rev. Wm. Babtob, 
and the Conference expressed its hearty and cordial assent. The address 
was subsequently read, adopted, and forwarded to Sir George Grey for 
presentation. 

CIBCUIT MEMOBIALS. 

Enquiries were made when it would be a proper time to present these 
documents, upon which the law of 1835 relating thereto was read, stating 
that they were to be presented to the president on or before the second 
day of the . Conference, and referred to a committee to be appointed to 
classify them, and report to the Conference thereon. 

CANDIDATES FOB THE HINI8TBY. 

The Conference then proceeded to the first of the usual questions for 
consideration, viz. : Who are now to be admitted as ministers in full con- 
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nexion tvith the CoT{ference V On examiniDg the returns made from the 
seTeral districts, it was found that thirty-four ministers in England, six 
in Ireland, and fourteen on the foreign stations, had honourably fulfilled 
the term of their probation, besides ten assistant missionaries who gave 
promise of usefulness in different parts of the foreign field. The names 
of the thirty-four English ministers will be given in the account of the 
Ordination Services. 

The next question — ** Who remain on trial V — occupied the Conference 
until seven o'clock, when an adjournment took place, in consequence of 
the meeting of the Education Committee. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1. 

After the usual devotional exercises, 

The Bev. Joseph Fowleb rose to express his obligations to the last 
Conference, for the kindness with which they had treated him during his 
affliction, and for the spontaneous provision which they had made for 
the supply of his circuit during the year. He had no expectation that 
anything of the sort would have been done ; but he had, in consequence, 
had the opportunity of taking a considerable amount of rest, from which 
be had derived considerable benefit, and he felt desirous to express his 
grateful feelings for the kindness thus shown him. He would take that 
opportunity of saying that he had great personal regard for the president, 
and that, whatever diversity of opinion there might have been in that 
assembly before the election, with respeet to the person who should be 
called to fill its highest office, he trusted that now the president actually 
elected would receive the unanimous and cordial support which his office 
deserved, and that all feelings would be merged in the common resolu- 
tion to sustain him. The times called for that unanimous support; and 
he hoped that everything would be done in that Conference as it ought 
to be done, and that no one would have cause to say that he had not had 
the fullest opportunity of expressing his opinions and feelings on any 
subject that might come before it. 

The President in reply observed that he was sure the Conference was 
much gratified to find that, through the blessing of God, Mr. Fowler's 
health had been so far re-established. He was sure that he expressed 
the feelings of the Conference when he said that it was their earnest 
prayer that health might be fully restored, and that he might be long 
spared to the connexion. He was gratified by those expressions of per- 
sonal kindness and regard which Mr. Fowler had uttered. He was pre- 
pared to receive them from Mr. Fowler, for whom he entertained a very 
high esteem. He and themselves were one on all great questions. It 
was his earnest wish that the business of the Conference might be con- 
ducted in all respects so as to give satisfaction to the brethren assembled* 
and promote the lasting good of the connexion. 

candidates fob the ministrt. 

The minutes of yesterday's proceedings were then read, and the ques- 
tion — " Who remain on trial V* — was resumed and concluded. In con- 
nection with this question. Conference ascertained what young men on 
the List of Reserve had been sent to supply vacancies during the year ; 
also who remained on the list, and whether they still continued eligible! 
as candidates for the ministry. 

The next question was, " Wlio are now to he received on trial ?" The 
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minutes of the seTeral district meetings, and of the Examioatioii Comr 
mlttee In London, were gone through in detail, and forty-oue candidates 
were dalj accepted from the districts in England, several in the Iriab 
work, and eleven on the foreign stations. The names of the candidates 
from the English districts were as follows : — 



1. B. M. Toung, First London 

Circuit. 

2. John S. Vint, Bomford Circuit 

3. R. Stephenson, Luton Circuit. 

4. Theophilus Taylor, Dunstahle 

Circuit. 

5. John O. Bate, Sittinghoume 

Circuit. 

6. 6. A. Gaskell, Margate Circuit 

7. Alhert H. MTear, Hungerford 

Circuit. 

8. William B. Wilding, Wantage 

Circuit 

9. Chas. H. Bishop, Guernsey Cir. 

10. Saml. Batcliffe, Plymouth Cir. 

11. John Vercoe, Camelford Cir. 

12. William Evans, Gwennap Cir. 

13. John Cope, St Austle Circuit 

14. Wm. Pepperell, Tiverton Cir. 

15. G. W. Olver, Taunton Circuit 

16. Bichard Taylor, Gloucester Cir. 

17. James B. Webb, Ledbury Cir. 

18. Isaac Gold, Shept6n-MalletCir. 

19. Wm. Hamer, Birmingham East 

Circuit 

20. Joseph Gaskell, ditto. 



21. Wm. Comforth, Wednesbory 

Circuit. 

22. Joseph Cox, Dudley Circuit. 

23. Moses Cranmore, Bedditch Cir. 

24. Thos. Cannell, Liverpool North 

Circuit 

25. Wm* Wilson, Liverpool South 

Circuit 

26. Bd. Bidyard, Warrington Cir. 

27. Saml. C. Evans, Southport Cir. 

28. Edwin Cox, ditto. 

29. Geo. Bowden, Altrincham Cir. 

30. Bobert Belshaw, ditto 

31. Wm. Bobinson, Haslingden Cir. 

32. Wm. BarrowcloDgh, Hudders- 

field 1st Circuit 

33. Stephen Cox, Derby Circuit. 

34. Jason Chatterton, Lincoln Cir. 

35. Thos.Brackenbnry, Spilsby Cir. 

36. William Dodsworth, York Cir. 

37. Saml. Wray, Pocklington Cir. 

38. Chas. Bingant, Whitby Circuit 

39. John Watson, Stockton Circuit. 

40. Thos. Mattrass, Wolsingham 

Circuit 

41. Featherston Kellett, ditto. 



THB PRESS. 

The Pbesidkkt said he had received an application from Mr. John 
Harrison, the editor of a paper calling itself the Wesleyan 7^««, and 
another from the editor of the Christian Times, each asking permission 
to send • Reporter to take down an account of the proceedings of the 

Conference It was at once resolved that these requests be disallowed, 

and the foUowii^ was the answer to the former application : — 

*• Wesleyan Conference, August 1, 1850. 
•* Sib, — I beg, on behalf of the President of the Conference, to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of July 31st, and to state that the Confer- 
ence declines to comply with the request which it contains. 
'* I remain. Sir, on behalf of the President, 

" Yours respectfully, 
** Mr. John Harrison, 80, Fleet-street*' ** Jon. Cbowtbsb. 

IBB BBFOBM DBLEOATE8. 

The PBBaTDBirr announced, that he bad received a communication, 

signed by B. 8. Stanley and Joseph Massingham, stating that, on behalf 

of a Committee of Privileges, appointed at the delegate meeting, held in 

Mnreh last, they were ready to meet the Conference, or a committee ap- 

G 3 
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pointed hy it, on the subject of certaiji reBolations respecting the laws of 
Methodism, and also, inquiring when the Conference would receive cer- 
tain memorials entrusted to their care for presentation. 
The following is a copy of the letter : — 

« 

" To the President, Secretary, and Members of the Wesley an Conference, 

now assembled ; 

" Rev. Sibs, — The Committee of Privileges, appointed by the eleventh 
Resolution of the meeting of Delegates from the Wesleyan Societies, as- 
sembled at Albion Chapel, Moorfields, on the 12th March last, and fol- 
lowing days, respectfully intimate that they are now prepared to meet with 
the Conference, or a Committee to be appointed by the Conference, 
agreeably to the terms of the said resolution (which is enclosed). 

" The Committee will feel obliged by a reply, if possible, by the close of 
to-morrow morning's sitting of the Conference, informing them when and 
where it will be convenient for the said meeting to be held. 

*' The Committee of Privileges, haviog a large number of numerously 
signed memorials eutrusted to them for presentation to the Conference, 
will also be glad to be informed when the Conference will receive them. 

" We have the honour to be, Rev. Sirs, on behalf of the said Commit- 
tee, your most humble and obedient servants, 

« Signed, Robert Swann Stanley, ) q^^_.„:-_ 

Joseph Massingham, / »«<^«"f^es. 

"11, Exeter Hall, July 31, 1850." 

A long conversation ensued, involving various points, in the course of 
which it appeared that there was a great diversity of opinion respecting 
the answer to be made to this communication. Some ministers thought 
that, to give any answer would be an admission of the right of the parties 
to address the Conference as representatives of the delegates ; — others 
observed, that the mere acknowledgement of the receipt of a communica- 
tion did not sanction the opinions of those who sent it; — a large class 
appeared to be of opinion that, apart from the unauthorized character of 
the delegates and their communication, it was desirable to send an an- 
swer embodying reasons for the refusal of the Conference to receive them. 
Ultimately, it was agreed to adopt this course, and a Committee was ap- 
pointed to draw up an answer, and submit it to the Conference. The 
committee was composed of the President, the Secretary (Dr. Hannah), 
the ex-President (Thomas Jackson), Dr. Bunting, Samuel Jackson, John 
Scott, Isaac Keeling, John Lomas, Samuel D. Waddy, George Osbom, 
and one or two others. On Saturday Afternoon the committee brought in 
their reply, which, after being read to the Conference, was forwarded the 
same evening to Exeter Hall. It is as follows : — 

" Wesleyan Conference, August 3, 1850. 

** Gentlemen, — On behalf of the Conference, we beg to acknowledge 
the receipt of your communication, addressed * to the President, Secretary, 
and Members of the Conference,' and purporting to be an intimation 
from a * Committee of Privileges, appointed by the Eleventh Resolution 
of a meeting of Delegates from the Wesleyan Societies, assembled in Al- 
bion Chape], Moorfields, on the 12th March last, and following days,' to 
the effect that the members of the said 'Committee' are 'prepasred to 
meet with the Conference, or a Committee appointed by the Conference, 
agreeably to the terms of the said resolution ;' and that you * will be glad 

be informed when the Confereuee will be prepared to receive oerfeain 
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memorials/ stated by yoa to be ' entrasted to the said Committee for pre- 
sentation to the Conference.' In reply to that communication, we are 
directed by the Conference to remind yoa that the Conference has been, 
and is, at all times, prepared to receive and consider with respectfbl at- 
tention, any communications, in the way of memorials or otherwise, ad- 
dressed to it, on matters touching either local or connexional interests, 
provided that such memorials, or other communications, proceed from 
members of Society in their individual capacity, or from meetings duly 
called and constituted according to our existing rules. 

" With respect to the communication which you have forwarded, it is 
scarcely necessary to remind you that the committee of which you repre- 
sent yourselves to be the Secretaries was appointed at a meeting which 
bad no authority to make such an appointment, and that the existence 
and action of a Committee so appointed, are a deliberate and flagrant 
violation of the discipline of Methodism. 

" The Conference has good reason for doubting whether any single So- 
ciety, or Circuit, or body of Trustees, in its collective capacity, appointed 
any individual as a delegate to the meeting held in London on the 12th 
of March last. And, even supposing all the persons who attended the 
meeting to have been formally and bona fide appointed, as representatives 
or delegates from the Societies, or circuits, or trusts, with which they 
professed to be respectively connected, still the Conference is solenmly 
persuaded that such a meeting of confederated delegates, especially con- 
sidering the circumstances under which it was called, and the objects 
which it was proposed thereby to accomplish, was totally at variance with 
the great principles and positive regulations on which we depend, in a 
great degree, as a connexion, for the due maintenance of Christian order, 
and the edification and peace of our socie^. 

(* Under these circumstances, the Conference, having regard to the 
purity and welfare of the Societies under its care, and to its solemn obli« 
gations to maintain inviolate the disciplinary system of Wesleyan Metho- 
dism, deems itself bound to adhere to the principles stated at lai^ in the 
Minutes of 1835, and to the resolution then avowed not to hold commu- 
nication with any association, confederacy, or committee, organized on 
* divisive and dkorderly principles,' like those which characterize the 
proceedings of the parties with whom yon are imhappily identified. 

" The Conference, therefore, respectfully declines to make any ap- 
pointment for holding a meeting with the committee which you represent, 
or for receiving the memorials to which your letter refers as having been 
entrasted to your care. — ^We are, Gentlemen, on behalf of the Conference, 
yoors respectfully. 

" Signed, Jobk Bbbcham, President 

JoBN Hannah, Secretary. 

" To Messrs. R. S. Stanley and Joseph Massingham, 
1 1, £xeter Hall, Strand." 

SUPEBNUMBBABT MINISTBBB. 

The next question which came before the Conference, included two 
particulars, via.: — " What Minuters are to become Sttpemumeraries}'* 
and " WhfOi Mimitien, being Supernumeraries, are again, in consequence 
of ike reMioration of their kealik, to be appcinied to Circuiit V* 

The following Ministers received permission to become Sopernnaera- 
riea:-^Bev8. W. Griffith, John Coates, John Ingham, William Shai^e, 
John Shipman, James Hocart, Thomas Robinaon (for one year), William 
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Harvie, William Vevere, John Osborne, Robert Owen, David Williams, 
Jaiiiea H. Rigg (for one year), Barnard Slater, Lot Hughea, William 
Coultas, William Sleigh, Peter Prescott, Thomas Kilner, Myles C. Dixon, 
Samuel Brocksop, and Paul Clarke. 

The following are to be again appointed to Circuits: — John Nelson, 
1st, William Williams, 1st, Joseph Hunt, Thomas Stead, John Nioklin, 
Robert T. Rundle. 



FRIDAY, AUGUST 2. 



SABBATH OBSEBVANCE 



The Rev. R. Newstbad placed in the bands of the Secretary the draft 
of a memorial to the Government, in support of the measure recently 
adopted, by which the Post-oflBce has been closed on the Sabbath Day. 
The memorial, having been read by the Secretary, was unanimously 
adopted ; and it was also agreed that, instead of being signed by the 
President alone, on behalf of the Conference, each Minister, who felt 
disposed, should affix his name and residence. 

DECEASE OP MINISTERS. 

The next question — " What Ministers Jiave died since last Conference f*" 
— is always considered with great solemnity. The brief memorials of 
departed piety and ministerial usefulness, which are read to the Con- 
ference, are listened to with marked attention, and, in some instances, 
with deep emotion. The president commeoeed the proceedings by giving 
out the hymn — " Come let us join our friends above." The following 
thirty-three cases of death were reported : — 



Name. 

Joseph Brookhouse 

Seth Morris 

Richard Reece • . . 

Robert Wheeler 

James Hedges. ......... 

Oeoige H. Rowe ........ 

Reuben Partridge ...... 

William Welbome .... • 

William Thomas 

Joseph Bowes 

William Mowat ..••.••. 

Fras.B. PotU 

John Lesson • 

Humphrey Parsons. . . . • • 

Joseph Akrill • 

Joseph Meek • 

Calverley Riley 

William Shelmerdine . . . . 

William Webb 

Thomas Powell 

Fraa. Derry ...•••.•.. 

John Rawson 

^n M. Pearson .•...« 



IN ENGLAND. 
Circnit. 



First London 

First London 

Second London . . 
Fourth London . • . . 

Bedford 

Maidstone 

Wisbeach 

Jvowestoft 

Redruth 

Bristol North 

Stroud ......*... 

Bath 

Sherborne 

Ludlow . • .....•• 

Chester 

Preston • • . • 

Liverpool 

Fourth Manchester 
Fourth Manchester 

Beverley. • 

Hnll East 

Reeth 

Stockton 



Age. 

84 
Od 
81 
76 
32 
64 
86 
80 

83 
6d 



82 
33 
74 
71 
90 
35 
59 
77 
74 
42 



• 4 



Year when 
ministry 
commenced. 
1795 
1812 
1787 
1801 
1840 
1808 
1836 
1798 
1843 
1792 
1812 
1808 
1847 
1796 
18^ 
1800 
1810 
1789 
1835 
1832* 
1802 
)808 
1839 
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IN IRELAND. 

Matthew Lanktree Belfast 79 . . 1794 

Thomas Loughead Tullamore 78 . . 1801 

John C. Irvine Ballyshannon 77 . . 1806 

James McCIintock Killesandra 33 .. 1845 

Patrick Ffrenoh Drogheda 75 .. 1818 

WilUamGuard Donegal 52 .. 1821 

ON THE FOREIGN STATIONS. 

Wflliam Longbottom .... Australia — • . 1827 

Matthew Lang. . . . • Newfoundland — . • 1823 

Sampson Busby ...New Brunswick — .. 1812 

John Mortier .West Indies — . . 1814 

On the notice relating to the venerable Richard Reece being read, 
several ministers detailed various circnmstaoces connected with his his- 
tory aiid ministerial career, and pointed out some of the more striking 
features which marked his character. 

Mr. S. D. Waddt paid a tribute to the memory of this good and 
eminent man, by whom he had been sent into the ministry. He referred 
especially to his affection for the young, his uniform endeavours to pro- 
mote their welfare, his personal sanctification, and his firm attachment 
to Methodistic discipline, manifested especially during his presidency in 
183d. It was not jnst that a statement which had been made, that he 
had changed his opinion respecting the administration of discipline, 
should go down to posterity uncontradicted. 

The Sbobetabt said it was his lot, in 1824, to accompany Mr. Reece 
to the Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America, and he 
had since had various opportunities of knowing the character of that ex- 
cellent man. He regarded him as a beautiful specimen .of Christian 
perfection ; — a living example of that perfect love which he delighted to 
teach. That venerable man had lived to his Lord, he had died in the 
Lord, and he now slept in Jesus ; — and concerning him, as of all saints, 
they had the assurance that in the last day, death would be swallowed up 
in victory. The last time he heard him preach was at Bristol ; his sub- 
ject was the vision of Isaiah, as related in the 6 th chapter of that pro- 
phet ; and he (the secretary) had never had a more impressive view of 
that sublime vision than was then exhibited. 

Mr. Pbest wished to add his tribute of respect to Mr. Reece's 
memory. He had commenced preaching under his direction ; he had 
been favoured with his salutary counsel ; and he owed to him a great 
deal. He hoped his attachment to discipline, especially as manifested 
in 1835, would be set forth. 

Dr. BuHTiNo had the honour of becoming acquainted with Mr. Reece 
at an early period of his own life, and when his principles were being 
formed. Some had referred to Mr. Reeoe in the Conference of 1835, but 
he had known him in 1797, at the time of the New Connexion division. 
Mr. Reece, at the request of Mr. Mather, spent, at that period, a month 
in Manchester ; and though then comparatively young, he look a decided 
course. In reference to bis supposed unconquerable aversion to expulsion, 
be (Dr. B.) could give a most decided contradiction. He knew his senti- 
ments on that subject, at least Mr. Reece had, indeed, a strong aversion 
to premature divisions and expulsions; but he also had a strong opinion 
that there were times when to keep certain persons in society was a crime 
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against Christ. Mr. Reece had contributed to the settlement of his views 
concerning the Christian ministry. He (Dr. B.) bad afterwards spent 
some time with bim at Macclesfield. Let those who loved to exaggerate 
Mr. Reece's views of peace call to mind what had occurred when Mr. 
BramwelPs and Mr. Henry Taylor's cases were brought before the Con- 
ference. Who was more decided then ? Not to advert more particularly 
to bis admirable administration of discipline in 1835, he would observe 
that, during recent proceedings, he had frequent opportunities of know- 
ing Mr. Recce's sentiments, and that, whilst he dislixed hasty expulsions, 
no one, when it was needful to separate offenders, was more decided. 
From all the intercourse he had had with him, he was led to form a high 
idea of his Christian, apostolical, and ministerial character. . . . Dr. 
Bunting then glanced at Mr. Reece*s attention to the young, his effortM to 
induce persons to join the Society, his intercourse with families, during 
which he was always ready to say a word for God ; and his catholicity of 
feeling, which was manifested without any idea of the abandonment of 
that denominational zeal which would not set his own body aside. He 
concluded by saying that he revered his memory, and thanked God that 
he ever knew him. 

Mr. John Farrab said, few of the junior ministers of that body bad 
had more frequent opportunities of observing Mr. Reece than himself, 
and he had cause to venerate him. He had received from him his first 
religious impressions. He had been stationed with him when he was last 
President, and had observed his great patience in trying circumstances. 
After one meeting of a painful nature, he (Mr. F.) expressed his admira- 
tion of his calmness and forbearance, whereupon Mr. Reece took a slip 
of paper out of his pocket, containing a quotation from Horace, which 
might be freely paraphrased, " Whitening hair softens the mind." 

Dr. Newton wished to say a word. It was either the 50th or 49th 
year since he first saw Mr. Reece, who then spoke kindly to him, and 
made an impression upon his mind which had never been effaced. He 
had had the privilege of being one of his colleagues, about forty years 
ago, in London, and he had observed his exact attention to every part of 
their economy. His preaching was evangelical and practical, his atten- 
tion to discipline was constant and uniform, his Christian character was 
marked by dignity and affection, and be displayed much of the " meek- 
ness of wisdom.'' His attention to the young was remarkable. Y^ben he 
(Dr. N.) resided in Liverpool, his own children were young ; Mr. Reece 
often visited them, and he believed his children would never forget the 
kind and paternal counsels of that venerable man. On one occasion, a 
stranger from another country, after observing bim, said, " That be a 
great man — that be one of your nobility.'' He fully concurred in the 
sentiment. At the last Conference, many of the brethren had remarked 
bow ready he was to speak for his blessed Master aud his work. As to 
anything wavering in Mr. Reece, respecting their discipline, he did not 
think it for a moment. Mr. Reece was not given to change or compro- 
mise ; he was a man of firm principle. Many present would remember 
what he said at the last Conference, in reference to the expuUions which 
then took place — ** You are doing that uow which tyou ought to have done 
three years ago.'' He (Dr. N.) was sorry that anything should have been 
said to produce a contrary impression. A more faithful man had never 
lived. 

Dr. Beaomoht had known Mr. Reece forty-five and a half years, and 
had enjoyed his friendship during tliat period. He must observe that 
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Mr. Reene's Tiews were best known by Mr. Beece's practice. He had 
said nothing of him but what was in harmony with his public life and 
sentiments. Allusion had been made to an appendix to the sermon 
which he had preached on the occasion of Mr. Beece's death. Everything 
there stated was a record in the writing of Mr. Recce's friends, and he 
conld not, therefore, conceal that expression of their views. He had no- 
thing to retract respecting iL Mr. Beece was a firm man, eminently so, 
but be loved peace. Expulsions he deprecated, on all grounds, except 
those clearly defined in Scripture. He (Dr. B.) maintained that the 
btream of bis practice showed the correctness of that statement. As to 
the *' character" which had been read, it was a brief outline, and might 
be filled up if necessary; he had referred in it to his paternal solicitude 
for the young. As to the Gonfere'nce of 1835, he had referred to Mr. 
Beece being President at that Conference. If it were the will of the Con- 
ference that more shonld be said on that subject, — well. He did not 
agree to it, at this time particnlarly ; bnt if the Conference thought other- 
wise, — so be it ; then the whole must come out. Perhaps it might be 
well that it should, sometime. However, he submitted tlie sketch to the 
emendations and improvements of the Conference. 

Mr. Scott had not had an intimate knowledge of Mr. Beece during 
part of his life, bnt he had marked his public course. It was his privi- 
lege to attend the Conference when Mr. Beece was President the first 
time, and for many years since. The Conference had lost much in losing 
Mr. Beece. He had marked his discriminating wisdom, and his Metho- 
distical sentiments, and he believed Mr. Beece would never compromise 
Methodism. He never could forget the sentiments which that venerable 
man had uttered when he addressed the Conference in 1835, and when 
he pronounced the expulsion of Dr. Warren. He had pronounced that 
expulsion with a very full heart, but with great firmness. It had been 
his honour to accompany Mr. Beece during the year of his last Presi- 
dency to Cornwall. Some circuits there, at that time, were in a state of 
great agitation. He remembered his speech at one place, where there 
were several agitators in the front of the gallery. Mr. Beece took his 
favourite figure of Methodism being a ship, which was conveying souls 
across the ocean of life to the port of heaven. He observed, that it had 
borne multitudes to that heavenly port, and was still carrying large car- 
goes ; but occasionally there was mutiny on board, and the officers had 
to deal with mutineers : when they could not bring them to a better mind, 
he said it was necessary to throw them overboard, and then the ship 
went on as if nothing had happened. Mr. Beece was quite prepared, in 
such a case, to throw mutineers overboard. He regretted that any ex- 
pression, come from what quarter it might, should throw a shade over 
Mr. Beece's character in this respect. The impression of some who 
heard his funeral sermon preached was, that Mr. Beece had condemned 
those who had proceeded to expulsions. Bnt he believed Mr. Beece 
would never have been the man to see Methodism trampled upon by re- 
bellion. In one word, he was forbearing, but firm. He (Mr. Scott) felt 
very solemnly on the occasion. One by one, the venerable men to whom • 
he had been accustomed to look up in that Conference, and whose judge- 
ment had guided him, were called from among them : there were but few 
left of those whom he had known in his youth. On this account, their 
position as a Conference became more responsible, but he trusted that 
God would raise up successors such as they had lost. 

Mr. Babton thought that Dr. Beaumont's allusions, in the ** charae- 
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ter'* ballad drawn up, to two or three points, were not sufficiently under- 
stood. He also observed that there was no reference in it to the utter 
absence of everything in Mr. Reece's character which would produce 
disaffection, — the spirit over which they had to deplore at present 

Mr. C. Cook adverted to the interest which Mr. Reece had shown in 
the French work, and the respect which he consequently felt for his 
memory. To his suavity, urbanity, and Christian zeal they owed the 
oonversion of a soccessful labourer now in that work. 

Mr» Abtbub had seen Mr. Beece often daring his last illn«^ss. The 
last ooDversation but one that he had with him had reference to con- 
Qdxional ajOQtirs ; but on that he would not dwell. He coold not bat 
segret that anything should be said in connection with his character to 
raise a discussion of that sort When Ishmael went to the burial of 
Abraham, no words passed between the relatives but those of peace. 

Dr. BoNTiNO could not now recollect all that he had heard about the 
funeral sermon of Mr. Reece, and he had never seen the sermon itself till 
that morning ; but from what he had heard before he thought there 
must have been some exaggeration of what bad really been said. There 
might be some unfortunate expressions, but there were many very valua- 
ble passages. He had read one striking passage containing the senti- 
ment that duty must be done, whatever consequences ensued. He also 
observed that some little allowances must be made for the family in send- 
ing such a statement ; they were in the midst of an excited circuit He 
proposed that the " character" should be referred to a small committee 
to expand some points and supply others. He well remembered what 
Mr. Reece had said at the last book committee as to what would be done 
at this Conference. They would receive memorials, he observed, from 
different circuits, they would classify them, and number the particulars 
1, 2, 3, 4, and so on; and they would say, as to number one we cannot 
agree to that; or number two we can agree to that, and so forth ; and 
then they would go forward in the name of the Lord. This was his last 
advice to his brethren in the book committee. 

Dr. Beaumont observed that he had written the sermon, and had 
done what he had never done before, stuck to what he had written. He 
coold not submit to the imputation of anything offensive. 

Mr. LoMAS concurred in the suggestion respecting a committee, which 
was then funned. 

On the character of Mr. Me^k being read, Dr. Buhtino made some 
appropriate remarks respecting the great honour which God had put 
upon that deceased minister and his family, in their united affection, 
piety, and Methodist discipline ; and he adverted to the delight with 
which he had visited the family, at the last Conference, and had wit- 
nessed their Christian love and order. 

EXAMINATION OF CHAEACTER. 

The Sbcbetabt stated that the next question in order was, " Are there 
any objections to any of our Ministers or Preachers on Trial T* The 
Pbbsident reminded the Conference that the question included four par- 
ticulars : — 1st, their moral and religions character ; 2nd, their belief and 
preaching of Wesleyan doctrine; 3rd, their observance and enforcement 
of discipline ; and 4th, their general ability for the ministerial work. 
In the diatfict meetings, each of these questions had been put sepa- 
rately : it was usual for Conference to take up the whole together, but, 
when any uauaual case had occurred, to expeot an answer to eac)i par- 
ticular. 
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In the ttbtten^ of the lEx-Pretitleiit, who was stated to be cxtretnely 
tkfiwell, it WHS agfreed that the London District, of whieh he was chair* 
man, should be defeired. 

The Examination was then commenced with the next district in order 
on the Minntcs. 

In the Iforwieh and Lynn district minntes the case of the Rer. Thos. 
Rowland was brought before the Conference. It appeared that, hatinff 
been called upon to take part in the proceedings of a minor district 
meeting, Mr. Rowland had put in a document, assigning some reasons 
for refusing to concur in those proceeedings, which document contained 
severe and unwarrantable reflections on the principles and administration 
of the Conference, and had been published and widely circulated. . . .It 
was resolved that Mr. Rowland should be required to attend in his place, 
and either defend or retract his statements. 

IHTBU8I0N or MR. DUNK. 

While the Conference was engaged in the examination of " character,*' 
a Toice was suddenly heard from a minister near the door, announcing 
that Samuel Dunn was in the Conference. Mr. Dunn at the same 
moment walked into the middle of the aisle, and attempted to address 
the assembly. This, however, was prevented by loud cries of " No, no," 
from the ministers, in the midst of which the oflScer of the Trustees 
walked up to Mr. Dunn, and obliged him to withdraw. At the door, Mr. 
Dunn laid down six sovereigns, intimating that that was his subscription 
to the Preachers* Annuitant Society, of which he still claimed to be a 
member. It appeared, on inquiry, that Mr. Dann had availed himself 
of the temporary absence of the door-keeper, to enter the chapel. 

The Wesleyan TbneSf in giving an account of this strange and some- 
what amusing incident, says, that Mr. Dunn, regarding himself as 
fliegally expelled, and having been a subscriber to the Preachers' Annui- 
tant Society, proceeded to City-road Chapel, on Friday, for the purpose 
of tendering bis annual subscription, and at the time had no intention 
of entering the building. He alighted from an omnibus at the gate, 
walked up the chapel-yard, passing on his way several preachers, none 
of whom recognised him. There being no door-keepers present, in 
faet, the doors being open, Mr. Dunn, acting on the impulse of the 
moment, proceeded up the aisle of the chapel. He had advanced but a 
short way, when the Be v. Isaac Denison shouted, at the top of his sten- 
totian voice, "Mr. President, Mr. Samuel Dunn is in the Conference!" 
The President rose, Dr. Bunting jumped on his feet, and the entire 
Conference was in commotion in a moment. Mr. Dunn, addressing the 
chair, protested against his expulsion by the last Conference, but he was 
clamoured down, the President being powerless before the storm. Mr. 
Dunn repeated his protest, but could not finish his sentence for the 
noise. An individual, attired as a preacher, aided by the chapel-keeper 
and some others, then took the civil power into their own hands, and 
drtfcgged the unexpected and unwelcome visitor to the door, and pushed 
him into the yard. The Waiekman says, that it was distinctly ascer- 
falAed that no minister bad taken any part in the removal of Mr. Dunn. 

MB. BOWXAHD'S CASB. 

' Ob PrUay rrenfng Mr. Rowland's ease was resumed, and the docu< 
nkent above tefMred to was read. Mr. Rowland denied having been 
pHvy to its pttUteation, and expressed his surprise that it sbouli have 
H 
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appeared in print— Ciroamstanees were then atated, by several ministers, 
tending to show that parties had been seereted on the premises, at the 
time when the Minor District Meeting was sitting, and that there was 
reason to suppose it was through these parties the documents had ob- 
tained publicity. 

A discussion ensued, which ended in a resolution, that Mr. Bowl and 
should have notice to answer, at some convenient time, for the sentlniMits 
wliich he had thus avowed. 

xTirir CIRCUIT. 

The Bev. Samuel Tiitdall, of Lynn, gave ihe Conference an account 
of the agitators in that circuit, and of the circumstances which led to their 
secession. He had been charged with being a man of war, but this was 
a great mistake. He was a man of peace, and all that he had done in 
the Lynn circuit and in the district, of which for a short time he had had 
the charge, was to restore peace. Scarcely had the last Conference closed 
lis sittings when some of the local preachers became loud in their disap- 
probation in reference to its acts. The superintendent met the society 
on the first Sunday evening after his return from the Conference, and 
gave a fall statement of its proceedings. This statement tended greatly 
to allay the excitement which bad been produced, but some restless 
spirits who took a leading part in the agitations of 1835, resolved to give 
expression to their sentiments on the occasion. One of their number, 
who acted as the organ of the party, wrote to the circuit stewards request* 
ing them to call a society meeting, in order that the acts of the Conference 
might be by them discussed. This the stewards declined doing, alleging 
that they had no Methodistical authority to call such a meeting. The 
some person then applied to the superintendent for the use of the school- 
raom, that the members of the society might be convened to express their 
opinion on the expulsions which had taken place, and to take action to 
secure their reversal. This of course was refused. A meeting was then 
called by the above gentleman, to be held in the Temperance HalK 
The meeting was held, and the various speakers indulged in very 
strong expressions of disapprobation of the proceedings of Conference. 
The opinions and conscientious convictions of 500 ministers were treated 
with die utmost disdain; the most corrupt and unchristian motives 
were attributed to them; and the vilest slanders were heaped upon 
some of the best men in the connexion. This meeting created great 
excitement, and threw the circuit into a state of the utmost confusion. At 
the Local Preachers' meeting, which was held a short time after, those 
preachers who had taken a prominent part in the above meeting were in- 
terrogated as to their attendance, and the sentiments* they expressed ; 
and as to whether their proceedings could be justified by Methodist rules. 
Not a man could justify himself. The superintendent then informed 
them that, although they had been guilty of a breach of rule, no further 
notice would be taken of this violation of order, provided that the act 
were not repeated. A few weeks after, the expelled ministers were invited 
to Lynn. A public meeting was held, and a public breakfast given. This 
was on the very eve of the annual missionary meeting, and the speakers, 
in no measured terms, animadverted upon the lavish expenditure of the 
Mission-house, and recommended that the supplies should be stopped. 
This meeting was followed by the agitators organizing measures for col- 
lecting moneys for the expelled, and for carrying on a system of agitation 
throughout the circuit. One ot them, publicly and in prinW impugned 
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ibe acts of official circuit meetings, — branded the proceedings of pnbTic 
men, — assumed the functions of principal officers, — ^virtually superseded 
the superintendent, — and took upon himself the entire control of the cir- 
cuit. This occasioned immense confusion. The minds of many were 
deeply pained, and it became indispensable that something should be 
done to restore peace, and to afford protection to those who were anxious 
to be saved from what was to them an intolerable annoyance. After re- 
peated private remonstrance and entreaty, without effect, this man was 
summoned to a leaders* meeting to answer for his conduct His own 
acknowledged speeches and published letters formed a strong body of 
evidence against him, — a majority of the leaders expressed their 
conviction that the charges had been fully sustained, and after post- 
poning the matter for a week, and consultation with the principal 
friends in the circuit, nothing remained but to put away the offend- 
ing party, unless he would consent to abstain from his agitating and 
divisive course. This he refused to do, and he was accordingly expelled. 
At the Local Preachers' Meeting, held in December, some of the friends 
of the expelled were anxious for his restoration ; and the Superintendent, 
to show that there was no vindictive feeling on his part, proposed that^ if 
that gentleman would engage to give up agitating, and use the offices of 
Leader and Local Preacher for the purpose for which they were given 
him, he would at once restore him. I'his bold proposal, which was cer- 
tainly carrying mercy in a flagrant case to the utmost point, alarmed 
some of the friends of constitutional order, and his friends thought he 
ought to accept this offer. He, however, obstinately declined it; and 
the only condition on which he would consent to restoration was, *' that 
he should be permitted to do as he pleased.'* *' Now, Mr. President," 
asked the speaker, ** have 1 been precipitate ? Have I been rafih and 
hasty ? Nothing but stern necessity could have induced me to take the 
course I have taken ; but as a faithful Wesleyan minister, entrusted with 
the care of an important circuit, I could not allow the discipline of the 
Connexion to be trampled under foot without being guilty of a base be- 
trayal of my trust. This I could not make up my mind to do, and 
therefore resolved to maintain the interests of the body against the wanton 
encroachments of unfaithful men. This has exposed me to severe censure 
from those who wish to revolutionize the Wesleyan constitution ; but 1 
have the satisfaction of knowing that I have done my duty to Christ, and 
that I have the approbation of him * whose favour is bettes than life.' *' 

On resuming his seat, the Rev. Dr. Bt7NTiNO moved, and the Rev. Dr. 
Newton seconded, the thanks of the Conference to the Rev. Samuel 
Tindall and the ministers in the Norwich and Lynn district, who had 
faithfully maintained the discipline of the Connexion. This was carried 
unanimously, and strong expressions were uttered of sympathy with the 
ministers who bad been stationed in that district, and determination to 
uphold the great principles of the Connexion against all opposition. 

ALTEBATIOMS IN CIBCUIT8. 

In the absence of several representatives of Districts, it was agreed to 
postpone the further consideration of the question upon ministerial 
character, and to inquire what divisions or alterations of Circuits were 
desirable. This inquiry oooupied the remainder of the sitting. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3. 
The Sub-Seeretary, Mr. Kbbiino, read the minutes of the proceedings 
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of ihe previous day. The Conference then proceeded with the exanoina* 
tion of the characters of the preachers. There were very few oases of 
what may be termed immoral conduct ; and, perhaps, few bodies of men 
of the same numerical existence, stand in this respect so clear. 

The Pbbsident inquired of Mr. Rowland whether he wished his ease 
to be then proceeded with, or deferred, that he might have longer time 
for preparation. 

Mr. Rowland replied, that he was taken by surprise last evening, and 
wished his case to be postponed until Monday. — It was agreed, that on 
some later day the matter should be investigated. 

Mr. FowLEB called the attention of the Conference to the existing re- 
gnlations of the Contingent Fund, as they interfered, in his opinion, 
with an increased supply of mioisterial labour; and he suggested, that 
a Committee should be appointed to consider whether some modification 
might not be adopted, without embarrassing the Contingent Fund. After 
a free conversation, it was agreed to refer the matter to a Committee, 
which was snbseqnently named. 

EXAMINATION OF CHABACTEB. — MB. BBOMLET'S CASE. 

The Minutes of the Bath District brought before the Oonferenee the 
case of Mr. Bromley. These Minutes were read at large, and a letter 
was also read, from Mr. Bromley, appealing against the decision of the 
Special District Meeting, by which be was suspended. That letter ex- 
pressed his belief that the sentence was intensely illeg^ and absurd, 
and intimated that he had treated it with the utmost disregard. 

A discussion arose on the question — Whether Mr. Bromley, by tlie 
course which he had pursued, in refusing to take his trial at the District 
Meeting, aud by treating its decision with contempt, by pursuing a course 
of agitation, had not deprived himself of all right of appeal ? 

After some observations from Messrs. Osbobn and Natlob — 

Dr. BoNTiKO commented on Mr. Bromley's refusal to appear before 
the proper District Meeting, observing that, after the decision in Dr. 
Warren's case, a man who so refused, deprived himself of all right to 
appeal. At the last Conference Mr. Bromley was allowed to be heard at 
large before a Committee, and had said that, if he were a sane man, he 
would convince the Committee that his views were right Whether sane 
or not, he .bad failed to convince them ; and, after the promises and 
pledges he had subsequently given, to preserve a peaceable deportment, 
he (Dr. B.) could not think that such a man should, time after time, 
have the right of occupying the time of the Conference. 

Dr. Newton observed, that in that Committee, Mr. Bromley had said, 
that if he did not convince them, he would never trouble the Conference 
again. 

Mr. W. M. Bunting fully acknowledged that Mr. Bromley had for- 
feited all legal, perhaps, also, all equitable right to be heard ; yet it 
might, possibly, become the Conference to crown all its previous acts of 
forbearance and kindness towards him, by waiving that consideration, 
and conceding to him the privilege of appeal. From his known pecn- 
liarities of character, they might grant him that, as a matter of grace. In 
case his appeal should be allowed, he did not think, however, that the 
Conference should permit him to take the ground of objection to the law 
of 1835 — disputing their right to question members of their own body. 
But, possibly, Mr. Bromley might take another ground, namely, that he 
had not broken his compact with the last Conference, and, it might be 
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aigned, Ihal if he were expelled without being heard, bo would 1i«v« n^ 
opportunity of proving that he had not broken that compact He (HAn 
B.> considered his conduct highly reprehensible, but still he wisfaed him 
to be allowed, in equity, an opportunity of convincing the Gonfereneet 
if he so desired, that, on that particular point, he had not broken the 
compact 

Dr. Beadmont inquired whether Mr. Bromley had been informed that 
he was at liberty to attend the General District Meeting, and appeal. 
The ground taken against his right to appeal might be technically and 
legally sustained, but he doubted the wisdom. What was tlie gruund 
taJten with Dr. Warren ? He had entered on a course of agitation, and 
had pursued it to the utmost of his power ; but though he did so the 
Conference had admitted his appeal, guarding themselves by a declaration 
that he was not legally entitled to it. So far as he knew, Mr. Bromley 
had not agitated the connexion. He had been shut out of the Wesleyan 
chapels, but in obedience to the law and dicta of his conscience he had 
felt that he must preach. He thought that an individual might be placed 
in circumstances so peculiar as to feel himself bound to violate pledges 
which he had previously given. (Murmurs of disapprobation.) He 
would urge that the appeal be received, and that Mr. Bromley be heard. 

Dr. Bunting read from the minutes of 1885 a portion of the record iu 
Dr. Warren's case. He especially emphasised thai part which, in grant* 
ing him the privilege of appeal, declared that the deviation iu that in- 
stance from ordinary rule, though consented to by the district meeting, 
should be considered as solely in tbe way of an indulgence on a peruJiur 
occasion, and should not on any account be drawn into a precedent 

Dr. DizoN observed that the brethren would suppose from the part he 
took last year, that he must feel some interest ~a great amount of interest 
— in Mr. Bromley's case. He did not appear now as Mr. Bromley's 
apologist He greatly regretted the coujse Mr. Bromley had taken since 
he went back to the Bath circuit Aft<>r what took place in the committee 
last year in this case, and moreover, considering the promises he then 
made not to agitate the connexion respecting his peculiar views, he did 
think tbat Mr. Bromley should have kept quiet They knew, who knew 
him at all, that he possessed some peculiarities of mental constitution. 
He DOW came before them as a suspended minister, with the prospept as 
he (Dr. D.) supposed of expulsion. The ease put before the Conference 
respecting the right of appeal being forfeited, in some of its features at 
any rate, had not been ruled ; for though they suspended a minister they 
did not enjoin absolute silence. (Dissent) He thought it would be 
right to give Mr. Bromley the benefit of that He believed that though 
Mr. Bromley had been announced to take part in a reform meeting at 
Manchester, yet it was altogether without his consent, and his principle 
had been to keep out of that sort of agitation. But he had thought him- 
self at liberty to go to regularly-established congregations connected with 
other religious bodies. Now the District Meeting had not prohibited 
that Whether Mr. Bromley had acted prudently or wisely in the matter 
or not he did not say ; but as they had not ruled such a case, he would 
let him have the benefit of their silence. He thought Mr. Bromley had 
aeted extreoiely wrong in not accepting the lawful court which had been 
called for his trial* What he did was to claim another court, aiid his 
apfieal now was made on the ground of his right to do so. It might be 
Wffonc^y made ; but still he felt disposed to concede it. Moreover, not- 
withsltwiing tiiie diaolaimer in the minutes of 1885, that they would not 
H 3 
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acknowledge the case of Dr. Warren as a precedent, yet it wai oti«< 
(No, no.) In looking at the matter as a moral and religions matter, a 
matter affecting tbem all, he thought it would be a wise thing to accede 
to Mr. Bromley's proposal. 

Mr. Rioo said he would only detain the Conference for a very short 
time in saying two or three words. For himself, he was anxious that the 
Conference should extend to Mr. Bromley every indulgence which was 
consistent with principle and justice. He had never felt at all unkindly 
towards Mr. Bromley. He would be best pleased personally by Mr. 
Bromley's being heard, and wished the whole case to come out. He 
desired that his whole conduct should be known to his brethren. But 
there were some facts in reference to Mr. Bromley's conduct since his 
suspension, which he thought it necessary and right that the Conference 
should know. It was not true, as had been affirmed by Dr. Beaumont, 
that Mr. Bromley had been silent so far as Wesleyan pulpits were con- 
cerned since his suspension. He had preached, in spite ol* the sentence 
of the District Meeting, twice in Wesleyan chapels in the Bath district, 
— he had celebrated marriage in a Wesleyan chapel, — he had gone to 
Frome and preached in a Baptist chapel, and after preaching delivered 
an address and made a collection on behalf of Wesleyan Reform. These 
facts he'felt bound to state, yet he hoped the Conference would show Mr. 
Bromley whatever indulgence was in their power, and if possible and 
right, hear him personally, in defence or explanation of his conduct. 

Mr. S. D. Waddt dissented from Dr. Dixon's statement on one point, 
— he considered that the sentence of suspension did imply silence; 
certainly it did in our chapels ; and as to other places, if he were engaged 
as a Wesleyan minister and preached in that capacity, it was a violation 
of the sentence. His doing so would cause the assembling together of a 
large number of disaffected people. Preaching under such circumstances 
was a repetition of his offence, and an aggravation of his contumacy. 
He feared that if Mr. Bromley came before the Conference, and repeated 
again and again his promises to submit to it, he would never keep them. 
He had lost all confidence in him in tliat respect; but if for the sake of 
some of our people — say for instance Bath — they could guard their right 
to refuse his appeal, butyetpermit it, he should be glad. Even then the 
waste — for a fearful waste it would be — the waste of time of the Confer- 
ence in hearing him, just for the benefit of some of their people, might 
be of some service to them but not to him. 

Mr. FowLSB would like the appeal to be granted, with the restriction 
named by Mr. William Bunting. He felt disposed to agree with Dr. 
Dixon that the Conference had never so ruled, in cases of suspension, as 
to prohibit a man's preaching for other denominations. To preach in 
one of our chapels after suspension was utterly indefensible. 

The Pbssident said he had not yet ascertained whether those who 
were in favour of allowing the appeal wished Mr. Bromley to be heard in 
the Conference or before a committee. 

Mr. FowLEB obserxred that if they consented to hear him, it must be 
before any committee they appointed. 

Mr. SooTT felt some difficulty in the case. He could not but obsery« 
the attack made on their discipline, which they were bound to uphold. 
He seriously felt that if an appeal were allowed to a person who would 
not meet his trial befor a district meeting, the Conference would oonoede 
very much to the popular objection against district meetings. Belore 
^'^ey did so he would have them to pause and consider the effect of voting 
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so bad a precedent. There was a great difference between this and Jfr. 
Warren's case. Mr. Bromley had been before the Conference again and 
again, and had repeatedly violated his solemn pledges. Now Dr. Warren 
had not done that; he therefore deserved an indulgence which Mr. 
Bromley did not. He thought they would offend against God and their 
community by taking up the time of the Conference under such circum- 
stances. 

Mr. CoBBETT Cooke observed that Mr. Bromley had gone about 
preaching among all sorts of people. In one instance, at Macclesfield, 
in order to get people together, it was announced that after preaching in 
the Association Chapel he would state his case, and he did so. Their 
best people would be grieved if they allowed the appeal. 

Mr. Hatdon observed that whether they considered Mr. Bromley's 
case by itself, or in its bearing on other people, they would lose nothing 
by that grave and serious consideration of the best course of action. 
Looking at all circumstances, he favoured the suggestion of admitting his 
appeal; but he would strictly limit him to tlie points to which that 
appeal should be confined. 

Mr. Isaac Keeling remarked that it might be the policy of the Con- 
ference for a few weeks just now, to allow this appeal, but they must look 
also at what would be the effect in all time thereafter. Now, if they 
allowed the appeal, would there be any necessity for any man to abstaiu 
in future from resisting the authority of a district meeting in the interval 
between such a meeting and the Conference. 

Mr. Robert Young thought that as a matter of courtesy it would be 
prudent to hear Mr. Bromley ; but that to prevent his case being drawn 
into a precedent, it might be proper to make a rule, declaring that no 
man who hereafter refused to submit to a minor court should have the 
right to appeal to the Conference. 

The Pbesident observed that such a rule was in effect implied in the 
decision in Dr. Warren's case. 

Dr. Nbwton said, the Conference had a choice of diflBculties. Sup- 
posing Mr. Bromley to be heard; those who knew him knew that he 
would wish to be heard on all his points, and if not so heard, he would 
declare the Conference had refused to hear him ; and that would do 
more mischief than refusing his appeal altogether. He knew what was 
in Mr. Bromley's heart, respecting Dr. Warren's case, and the judgement 
of the Lord Chancellor, and was sure his heart had not been with them 
since. Then, after the solemn promises made last year, that the Confer- 
ence should never again have matter of complaint against him, he (Dr. 
N.) had lost all confidence in him. He had done what he could fur him 
at the Sheffield Conference in 1836, and at the Manchester Conference in 
1849, but he could not, in bis heart, consent to this appeal now. 

Dr. Bunting—" The point to be looked at is the right of District 
Meetings, which roust be upheld. Some are anxious to conciliate wa- 
verers ; but are they ready to coalesse with opponents ? The principal 
point in the memorials sent to the Conference relates to the right of Dis- 
trict Meetings to over-rule the decisions of circuit courts. Are they pre- 
pared to give up that right ? (No, no.) They may depend upon it that, 
in granting this appeal, they are going with their opponents.*' He ( Dr. 
B.) saw they were desirous of granting it; (no, no;) but he, for one, 
must give his vote against it. If they granted it, he should be disposed 
to favour the appointment of a committee to have a conversation with 
|dr. Bromley ; but he could not allow the vote to pass nemine contradi- 
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cenie. It must be marked as not being a unaoimoaB rote ; and he called 
oo those who were for making no compromise with respect to District 
Meetings to take that early opportanity of declaring their determination. 

The Sbcbbtabt sobmitted a resolution, embodying the grounds of the 
refusal of the Conference to hear Mr. Bromley's appeal, which was moved 
and seconded. 

Mr. Bulb objected to Mr. Bromley's request as utterly inadmissible. 
Mr. promley, he observed, had, at Uie last Conference, promised not 
again to agitate, but, at the very first opportunity, had made haste to 
break his promise, and, in addition to that breach of faith, had treated 
the authority of his own district with contempt. All, therefore, agreed 
that he had no claim in justice or in equity on the indulgence of the 
Conference. He (Mr. B.) acknowledged that, when, twelve months ago, 
he met Mr. Bromley at Manchester, he received from intercourse with 
him an impression strongly favourable to his character as an honest 
man, but as that impression was contrary to all that he had heard of him 
before, so it was contradicted by all that he had heard since. He be« 
lieved, for his part, that with Mr. Bromley, and those who acted with faimt 
there was a design to endeavour by all means in their power to engage 
the Conference to some act that should impair its own administration, 
and Id this instance to reduce it to a dilemma, by admitting an appeal 
fh>m Mr. Bromley in direct violation of its own recorded declaration, that 
appeals were not, in cases like his, to be expected. • Some thought that 
he might come into Conference with an appeal on some points, but not 
on others. The result yronld be, that Mr. Bromley would certainly per- 
sist in pursning his own course ; and in that case, either all must sab* 
mit to hear him, and be justly chargeable with weakness, or refuse to 
hear him, and be certainly accused of tyranny. For the sake, therefore, 
of our people, properly so called, for whom, not for itself, the Conference 
exists, and in justice to whom it should not allow itself to be betrayed 
into even an appearance of connivance with a course like that pursued by 
Mr Bromley from first to last, he thought that no notion of expediency 
should prevail— in the absence of all hope of restoring Mr. Bromley — so 
far as to overthrow the first principles of order and fidelity without the 
slightest prospect of any other result than the creation of new material 
for disquiet. 

Dr. Bkaumobt moved, as an amendment, that, although Mr. Bromley 
had forfeited the right of appeal, he should be heard as a favour, — which 
Mr. G. B. Maodokald seconded. 

After some discussion, Mr. C. Pbbst observed, that the proposition to 
hear Mr. Bromley's appeal, although all acknowledged he had utterly for- 
feited his rightf by treating our inferior courts with contempt, with an 
understanding that this was to be considered and declared an exemption 
to our rules, appeared to him both inconsistent and unsafe. He respected 
the kindness which led some to favor the appeal, but with all kindnese, 
and in this case he had no other feeling, he could not come to the same 
conclusion. It would not do for the Conference to be firm in theory, 
firm in writing, firm in declaration, and infirm in action. In times like 
these, and indeed at all times, their theory and their practice should cor* 
respond. A public body like the Conference could not euMure the respect 
of men unless in important matters of this kind, it blended consistent 
firmness with kindness. No doubt it might be convenient, it might pro- 
mote peace of a certain kind, for a few weeks, if Mr. Bromley's appeal 
were allowed, but the questiou was, would this method promote and 
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cure eventuft], continued, and well-founded peace. He did not altogether 
admire the prayer, ** Give peace in our time, Lord ;" he preferred it 
with an addition which his friend Mr. Fowler once made to it, *' and 
after our time." They might have some difficulties in the discharge of 
their duty, it was so frequently, but they were not therefore to be deterred 
from doing it He trusted and believed that the Conference would pro- 
ceed as men, and as men of Qod. They must not follow bad examples, 
and become the creatures of expediency. There was a godly expediency, 
but there was a right way of doing a right thing ; and never the substi- 
tution of any thing wrong in the place of right as being more convenient. 
There had been too much of that in public political matters, of late years, 
and he hoped the Conference would never submit to it. He, therefore, 
confidently, and without any doubt of the propriety of the act, was fully 
prepared to meet the amendment proposed widi his denial, and to vote 
at once for the original motion. 

Mr. Samuel Jackson felt obliged to the president for the opportunity 
of saying a word. He concurred in the views of Mr. Scott, Mr. Prest, 
and others. The great point was, — was there not an attempt to oppose 
the authority of their laws ? Could they have peace without law ? Dr. 
BeaumoDt had said, that mercy in that case would not impair the au- 
thority of law : that was contrary to all experience, and to all philosophy. 
Was tiie authority of District Meetings a righteous thing? (Yes, yes.) 
Then he would say — " Maintain it;" otherwise there would be an end of 
their authority. He called on the Conference to maintain that authority. 
To hold the theory of the authority of District Meetings, and set it aside 
in practice, was a fearM thing. He called on the Conference to respect 
the law; that there might be peace in their time and in all time. 

After some further discussion, Mr. Macdonald observed that it would 
be impossible to reply to the remarks made, if the motion were then 
pressed to a division. He hoped those who thought with him were men, 
and, on all constitutional questions, as sound men as those who were on 
the other side. He moved the adjournment of the debate. 

This was negatived by the general dissent of tlie Conference. 

Mr. P. M'Owan thought there was no hope of bringing Mr. Bromley to 
a better mind. Sufficient reference had not been made to the audacious 
manner in which he had set at nought the authority of the District 
Meeting, and to his treatment of Mr. Bigg. Mr. Bromley had shewn that 
he was determiued to outrage their discipline ; and he hoped they would 
be of one mind, that there was no solid ground for hearing his appeal. 

The President had felt very anxious to afford the fullest opportunity 
of discussing the question, in consequence of the principles which it in> 
volved. The Conference had decided that it would not ac|joum the dis- 
cussion. He must therefore submit the motion and the amendment. 

For the amendment, 24 were counted : for the original motion, a forest 
of hands was held up. 

The Pbesidbkt said, — The motion is carried by an immense migority. 
He then added, that in order to conduct the matter to a satisfactory con- 
clusion, it would be well to prepare a suitable document, embodying the 
reasons for the decision which Uiey had just adopted. 

CONFERENCE SUNDAY. 

On Sunday, August 4th, sermons were preached in the Wesleyan Cba- 
pels in the London circuits, according to the plan previously drawn up ; 
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and many of them were tdmirable fp^cimens of polpit eloquence, and 
libttned to with great iotereet by large oongregatioos. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 5. 

The Conferenoe aMembled this moraingy and appointed a eooimittee 
on chapel cases. 

The ordinary business of the Conference was, as usual, superseded 
this morning, by a public religious sn^ice in the Conference Chapel. 
The liturgy was read by the Rev. Dr, Hannah. The hymns selected for 
the occasion were the 277th — " Jesus, the Conqueror, reigns/' — and the 
^7th — ** Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim.'' The official ser- 
mon, which occupied upwards of an hour and«a half in delivefy, was 
preached by the Nev. Thomas Jackson, Ex-Pre»idfcnt, from 1 Peter, v. 
1 — 4: — ^'^ The elders which are among you, I exhort, who am also an 
elder, and a witness of the sufierings of Christ, and also a partaker of 
the glory that shall be revealed, feed the flock of God which is among 
you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly ; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as being lords over God's 
heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief shepherd 
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away." 

At the conclusion of the Ex- President's sermon, the Conferenoe re- 
sumed its sitting, 

Dr. BuiTiMG proposed the cordial and afiectionate thanks of the Con* 
ferenoe to the Ex- President, for his very able and peculiarly appropriate 
sermon. They had, perhaps, all thought of particular parts, but they 
had in this admirable discourse a compendium of Scriptural teaching, 
on the important subject on which he had treated. He would further 
propose that it be sent to the press, and published without loss of time. 
If it were good for them, it must be equally so for the people. 

Dr. Newton heartily seconded the proposition. He had been delighted 
and affected in hearing so excellent a discourse. He thanked God, who 
had given the Connexion such a man. The discourse was calculated, by 
the Divine blessing, to stir op their own minds, and would, he had no 
doubt, be of great value to the mass of the people* 

Mr. G. Mabsdbk having supported the resolution, the Pbbsidbnt 
submitted it to the Conference, and it was carried unanimously. 

The £x-Pbb8IX>bnt, having acknowledged the vote, observed that he 
was gratified by this expression of the regard of his brethren. He had 
endeavoured to bear testimony to the truth, although he would not will- 
ingly give ofience. The sermon had been prepared amidst onerous 
duties, but he had done what he could. A careful study of the New 
Testament had confirmed him in his attachment to Wesleyan Methodism, 
— to that system of doctrine and discipline which their venerable founder 
had been led to embrace and bequeath to them. He felt pleasure in con* 
senting to. publish the sermon, hoping it might contribute to the general 
good. He would only add, that he had to apologise for reading it. This 
was not fut practice ; he had only done so in two instances, and these 
were before the Conference. He had been twenty years in the work of 
the ministry before he had spoken six sentences in open Conference. He 
apologised for not having been in his place for the last four days, on ac- 
count of severe indisposition ; but his heart was with them, and should 
be with them to all eternity. 

Several committees were then appointed, and the Conference proceeded 
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with the examiaatioo of character. Several cases of minor importance 
were disposed of. 

Somewhat before three o'clock, the Cooference broke up for the day, 
the evening being appropriated to the relation of the religions experience 
of the young men who were to be received into fall connexion. 

EXAMINATION OF CAHDIDATK8. 

On Monday evening, the Public Examination of the Yonng Men who 
are candidates for ordination was commenced in the City-road Chapel, 
which was crowded on the occasion. The President took the chair pre- 
cisely at six o'clock. The proceedings of the evening \*ere commenced 
by singing the 744tb hymn, " The Saviour when to heaven he rose,*' 
after which the Rev. P. M*Owan engaged in prayer. 

The Revt Dr. Hahnah called over the names of the 
follows • — 



young men, as 



James Allen, 3rd. 
Robert Badcock. 
Thos. S. Bowers, B.A. 
John Bramwell. 
Thos. H. Brocklehurst 
Samuel Coley. 
Evan Davies. 
Frederick F. Edmunds. 
John Evans, 2od. 
John D. Geden. 
John W. Qreeves. 



Benjamin Hellier. 
Joseph HirsL 
Thomas Hnlme. 
Daniel Jones. 
Joseph Jones. 
Edward King. 
Samuel Macaulay. 
Richard Martin. 
Wm. Meams, M.A. 
John Moore. 
Henry Needle. 



Paul Orchard, jnn. 
Evan Pugh. 
Thomas Rigby. 
John Shipham. 
John Skidmore. 
George Smith, 3rd. 
James Sugden. 
Charles Willis. 
John W. Wilson. 
Charles E. Woolmer. 



The President then observed, the perpetuation of the Christian 
ministry in the world was a snt^ect of deep and solemn interest To 
Christian men it furnished one of the most striking proofs of its Divine 
origin. Had it been a human invention— had it originated in the wisdom 
of man, it could not have been perpetuated to the present period. He 
considered that the fact of eighteen centuries having elapsed since the in- 
stitution of the Christian ministry, and that during that period every 
succeeding generation had been furnished by the Great Head of the 
Church with a properly qualified ministry — he considered that fact as 
one of the most striking proofs that could be exhibited in confirmation of 
the doctrine that the Christian ministry was an ordinance of God, for the 
benefit and perpetuation of the Church in every age. I'he perpetuation 
of the Christian ministry was of deep interest, also, in respect to the 
rising ministry, who were the hope of the Church, and who would* have 
hereafter to sulminister the truth in love, under varied circumstances, and 
in difiiprent parts of the world. It was under these views that they felt 
very solicitous, at their annual Conference, to be satisfied that the candi- 
dates for the ministerial office were in the possession of the Divine call, 
authorizing and fitting them for the ministry. The thirty six individuals 
who now stood before them were presented to them in order to engage 
their sympathies and prayers. Those young men had passed through the 
usual probationary term, namely, four years; and daring that period, 
they had afforded good reason to believe that Conference haid judged cor- 
rectly respecting them when they were received as approved candidates. 
During the period of this probaticn, they had conducted themselves with 
propriety, they had laboured assiduously, they had been a Uesnng to 
society, and there was every reason to believe that a wide sphere of use- 
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fulness was yet before them. Since they came to the Confefeooe, they 
had undergone a lengthened examination. He was happy to state that 
the result of that examination had been most satisfactory ; and they were 
presented that evening, on the ground of that examination, as suitable 
persons to be admitted into the full work and office of the Christian min- 
istry. He trusted what they would hear that evening from those yoang 
men would furnish them with evidence that they were ^* called of God/* — 
and that they would hereafter be useful ministers, when their fathers in 
the Connexion, at the present day, had passed to their reward. He »/ 
would call on his young brethren to favour them with a brief account of 
their conversion to God, of their present experience, and of their call by 
the Great Head of the Church to the Christian ministry. On all these 
points great stress was laid. Whatever literary acquirements a candidate 
might possess, it was indispensably necessary that his heart should be 
converted to God, otherwi^ he had no part in the Christian ministry. 
They held it of great importance that candidates should be first converted 
to God, thus giving reason to believe that they were growing in grace. 
In addition to which, it was indispensable that they should have had a 
call originally derived from God. He wished them to be satisfied on 
these points. He would therefore require the young men to speak to 
these three particulars — their conversion from sin unto holiness, their 
present religious experience, and the conviction that was on their own 
minds that they were " moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon them the 
ofilce and work of the Christian ministry." 

The President then called in succession on the following candi- 
dates : — Edward Addison, James Allen, 3rd, Thomas S. Bowers, Thomas 
H. Brocklehurst, Samuel Coley, Frederick F. Edmunds, John D. Geden, 
John W. Greeves, and John Harrop. •- 

The Pbesidbmt said they must now bring this interesting ceremony 
to a close for that evening, and it would be again resumed to-morrow 
evening. He hoped that the earnest request to which his young friends 
had given utterance would be responded to by that congregation. Let 
them pray that these young men might be baptised anew by the Holy 
Ghost, and that they might be sent forth with fresh sanctification from 
above. 

The 428th hymn, beginning "Let him to whom we now belong,** 
having been sung, the Bev. Cobbett Cooke engaged in prayer, and the 
assembly separated. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6. 

After the reading of the Minutes by the Sub-Secretary, the reports of 
several committees were received. They referred chiefly to cases of 
conduct, and were soon disposed of. 

The examination of the young men who had travelled four years, and 
who were to be received into full Connexion, was entered upon by Dr. 
Hannah. 

The candidates for ordination, having been subjected to a private ex- 
amination, were placed before the Conference, and called upon to de- 
clare their attachment to Methodist doctrine and discipline. 

In the course of this examination, many important remarks on sub- 
jects of theology were made by the examiner; and the yonng men, at 
the oonolnsion of the examination, were addressed by the venerable 
Joseph Sutoliffe, on matters relating to their personal piety, and the 
success of their ministry. 
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Tb« fter, T. Jaoksov mored, and G. Mabsdsn seconded, a resolntion 
&at the young men now examined be received into fall Connexion. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

The Pbbsidbut, in announcing to the candidates the vote of the 
OoBliei«Bee, congratulated them on their satisfactory examination — the 
unanimity and cordiality of the vote — and expressed his earnest desire 
that they might, by the Divine blessing, prove themselves good minis- 
ters of Jesus Christ. 

A committee was appointed to take into consideration the present 
working of the plan which requires circaits, having a certain number of 
members, to take married instead of single preachers. 

Thra, for about an hour before the close of the sitting, the examina- 
tion of character was renewed. 

This closed with the Halifax and Bradford district, in which there 
were three oases of appeal in matters of discipline. One of these came 
before the Conference in the shape of a complaint brought by J. W. 
Thomas against G. B. Macdonald for not having exercised suflBciently 
severe discipline on Mr. Kaye, the proprietor of the Wesleyan Times, 

Another related to the complaint of a member of Society in the Brad- 
ford West Circuit, that his ticket had been withheld by Mr. Edward 
Walker, without a trial by the Leaders' Meeting. The justice of this com- 
plaint had been sanctioned by a minor district meeting, which had de- 
cided that the ticket should be given to him. And against this decision 
of the minor district meeting, Mr. Walker now appealed to the 
Conference. 

The advanced hour of the day did not permit these cases to be gone 
into, and they were deferred. 

The Conference broke up at three o'clock. 

ADJOUBNBD EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATB8. 

On Tuesday evening, an adjourned meeting for the " examination and 
ordination of candidates" for the ministry was held in City- road Chapel. 

The proceedings were commenced with singing and prayer. 

The Pbebident of the Conference then said that he had to present 
their young brethren to the meeting; and in doing so he would state that, 
since the previous evening, they had undergone a very lengthened exami- 
nation in full Conference, and he was happy to inform the meeting that 
they had afforded entire satisfaction to their fathers in the ministry of 
their fitness; and in the judgement of the Conference they were duly 
qualified persons to be set apart for the work of the Christian ministry. 
Th^ were anxious, however, to give the meeting another opportunity to 
inform their judgements as to the general fitness of the candidates for the 
great work ; and he would therefore call on as many of them as time 
would afford opportunity to do, to state to the meeting that evening what 
eircumstanoes were connected with their conversion; what was the present 
state of their religious experience, and what were their feelings as to their 
call to the Christian ministry. And he trusted that, whilst thus engaged, 
all their hearts would be lifted to the great Head of the Church on be- 
half of those young servants, to endow them with his own Spirit, and 
qoaliiy them for the great work to which he trusted they had been called. 

The names of the candidates were then called over from the platform, 
*tid they addressed the meeting in the following order: — John Bramwell, 
B^jaminHellier, Thomas Hulme, Daniel Jones, Samnel Macaulay, 
William Meams, Paul Orchard, George Smith, and Joseph Jones. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7. 

THE OBDIITATIOir SEBYIOE. 

On Wednesday Morning, this Impressive and interesting service took 
place in Spitalfields Chapel, which was crowded before the cemmeuce* 
ment of the proceedings. The preachers occupied the body of the chapel, 
and the young men were in the pews adjacent to the communion table. 

The Pbesidekt, (Dr. Bebcham) at ten o'clock, gave ont the hymn be« 
ginning — ** The Saviour, when to heaven he rose ;" after which the Bev. 
Dr. Newton engaged in prayer. 

The Secbetart (Dr. Hannah) then called over the names of the can- 
didates, and the Pbbsidekt read the ordination collect and the following 
passages of Scripture:-— Matt, xxviii. 18, to the end; John y. 1 — 16; 
John xxi. 15—17 ; Acts zx. 17—34; and Eph. iv. 7—13. 

The exhortation, beginning, ** Ye have beard, brethren, of how mnch 
dignity, and of how much importance, this office is, whereunto ye are 
called/' was then addressed to the young men. 

The usual questions were then put, and answers taken individually. 
They related to a divine call ;— the sufficiency of the holy Scriptures for 
salvation ;— the cordial belief of Wesleyan doctrines ;— the determination 
to manifest diligence in ministerial and pastoral duties, prayer, reading 
the Scriptures, and setting godly examples ; — the faithful enforcement of 
Wesleyan discipline ; and due obedience to seniors and superiors. 

A short space having been, as usual, spent in silent devotion, the 
Fbesident devoutly read the Ordination Prayer. 

The candidates then proceeded, in divisions, to the communion rails, 
where, kneeling, they were solemnly *' set apart to the work of the minis* 
try by the imposition of hands." In this ceremony, the Pbbsident, 
Secbetabt, and Ex-President, with the Bevs. Dr. Bunting, Dr. Nbw- 

TON, J. SUTOLIFFE, W. AtHEBTON, O. MaBSDEN, J. ScOTT, S. JaOKBON, 

and John Bowebs, took part. Each candidate was addressed in the 
usual form — " Mayest thou receive the Holy Ghost," &c. ; and to each 
was delivered a copy of the holy Scriptures, with the charge — " Take 
thou authority to preach the word of Ood, and to administer the sacra- 
ments in our congregations." 

The Sacrament was then administered to the newly-ordained ministers, 
in which ceremony the President was assisted by the Secretary, the Ex- 
President, and the Bev. Drs. Bunting and Newton. 

The Charge was then delivered by the Bev. Thomas Jackson, the Ex- 
President, from Joshua i. 8 and 9 — ** This book of the law shall not de- 
part out of thy mouth ; but thou shalt meditate therein day and nigh^ 
that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein : 
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good success. Have not I commanded thee ? Be strong and of good 
courage ; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed : for the Lord thy 
God is with thee whithersoever thou goest." 

examination of ohabaoteb. 

On Wednesday evening the Conference was chiefly occupied with the 
examination of character. In the case of appeal by Mr. Savage of Brad- 
ford West, against the Bev. Edward Walker, — for withholding his society 
ticket on account of flagrant breaches of our rules ; and of an appeal by 
Mr. Walker against the judgement of a minor district meeting, which was 
held on the case ; it appeared that that district had resolved that Mr* 
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Savage, bf having identified himself with a eonfederacf of persons op- 
posed to die peace and prosperity of Methodism, had forfeited his right 
to appeal, yet as a matter of favour it was granted — that Mr. Savage's 
ticket was withheld on the ground that the facts of his agitation were not 
denied — and that Mr. Walker had laid it down as a principle that a trial 
was only claimable where the member ** denies the allegation of a wilful 
neglect of discipline or breach of some law of scripture or rule of 
Methodism, the trial itself being for the pro^f or disproof thereof." A 
majority of the Minor District Meeting judged that, upon the whole, Mr. 
Savage should have had his request of a trial before his Leaders' Meeting 
eonceded. 

Mr. West, the chairman, read the minutes of the Minor District Meet- 
ing, and informed the Conference that Mr. Walker had not complied with 
the decision of that meeting, either in giving Mr. Savage his ticket, or in 
putting him on his trial. 

The latter information induced some of the brethren to express an 
opinion that by refusing to comply with the requirement of the Minor 
District Meeting, Mr. Walker had (technically speaking) put himself out 
of court, or rendered it impracticable for the Conference to hear his 
appeal. 

Mr. Walkbb stated the grounds of his appeal. He dwelt on the many 
instances in which Mr. Savage had acted contrary to Methodist law, and 
gave several reasons for not admitting him to trial. He described some 
scenes which occurred when Mr. Savage was excluded from his ofSce of 
local preacher, and which, as depicted, by Mr. Walker, appeared to have 
been disgraceful. 

Mr. West replied that the Minor District Meeting was obliged to look 
upon the matter as involving a case of law. They should not inquire 
vrhether Mr. Savage deserved expulsion. What they had to do was to 
inquire whether he had been expelled legally. 

Mr. William M. Buhtiko thought that Mr. Walker ought first to have 
complied with the decision of the Minor District Meeting; but having 
declined to yield such compliance, he (Mr. B.) doubted whether this 
appeal could with propriety be heard at all. As to another point he could 
not exactly ascertain whether or not Mr. Savage had actually demanded 
a triaL (Cries of "yes, yes/') Well, if it was in evidence that he de- 
manded a trial, it appeared to him that Mr. Walker ought to have com- 
plied with the demand. 

Mr. JoHH Scott, in the commencement of his observations expressed 
an opinion that too much had been conceded to the people in the year 
1797. But as the agreement between the preachers and people had been 
embodied in the laws of 1797, he (Mr. Scott) would carefully observe 
those laws. The Conference having conceded the points on which the 
people then insisted, be had always, bona Jide, acted upon them. His 
notion of what those laws required was, that if a man had acted un- 
methodistically, it was the dnty of the superintendent to bring him to 
triaL He had uniformly thought that the most honourable way in such 
instances was to go at once to the Leaders' Meeting. If the leaders gave 
a verdict contrary to the evidence, our refuge was in the Minor Special 
District Meetings. To act otherwise, and to withhold the individual's 
ticket on our own responsibility would be to infringe on the rights of the 
people. 

Mr. Samuel Jackson wished to ask Mr. Scott whether he never, in any 
ease, withheld the ticket of a member without a trial at a leaders' 
meeting ? 
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Mr. Scott replied that there were oases where a member had com* 
mitted what was ondeniably a flagrant moral offenee, and where the 
member was not disposed to deny iL And in any each ease the member 
was — as the laws of 1835 expressed it — ** qnietly dropped.'* 

Dr. BcKTixo referred to the difference between the manner of ezerois- 
zng discipline by the modem as compared with the first race of Methodist 
preachers. Some of these he had well known. They possessed absolute 
power as to the keeping in or patting ont the members. Limits had now 
been fixed to snch power, and those limits oaght to be obsenred. " Do 
not," said the doctor, " take the law into your own hands." 

Mr. Macdonald read from the minutes of the Minor District Meeting 
the proof that Mr. Savage had demanded a triaL 

Dr. Beaomokt moved that the report of the Minor District Meeting be 
now received and adopted. He said it appeared to him that the Minor 
District Meeting had performed its duty correctly, and he entirely con- 
curred in their decision. 

Mr. C. Pbbst thought that as Mr. Walker had not complied with the 
decision of the Minor District Meeting, it should first be decided whether 
the Conference could entertain the appeal at all. 

Mr. Babton spoke to the same effect. 

Mr. Haswell, in seconding the motion made by Dr. Beaumont, said 
that there were cases in which he should not hesitate to withhold a man's 
ticket, but then this should always be accompanied with a notice of triaL 

The Conference seemed very impatient to have the motion put, for it 
was now very near nine o'clock. 

Dr. BoRTiNO moved, as an amendment on Dr. Beanmontfs motion, 
" That the Conference, having heard Mr. Walker's appeal, does not think 
it sufficiently sustained, and it is accordingly disallowed ; and the Con> 
ference regrets that Mr. Walker did not at once comply with the decision 
of the Minor District Meeting." 

Dr. Bbaumont then withdrew his motion, being satisfied that Dr. 
Bunting's motion was at least as forcible, and perhaps stronger than his 
own. 

Dr. Bunting's motion was then put to the Conference and carried 
nemine coniradicenU. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8. 

EXAMINATION OF CHABACTEB. 

In the minutes of the Nottingham and Derby District a record was 
presented of an appeal against the decision of a Leaders' Meeting at 
Grantham. The Minor District Meeting reversed that decision. The 
case was then remitted to the superintendent, who assembled the trustees 
and leaders and pronounced a sentence of expulsion. The point which 
was raised in this case was, — Whether the Minor District Meeting ought 
not to have given directions to the superintendent how to act under snch 
circumstances, instead of leaving him to act on his own responsibility f 
Upon this point a conversation of some length arose, which was termli> 
minated by a declaration from the chair, that in cases where a Leaders* 
Meeting had brought in a verdict manifestly contrary to the facts of the 
case, a District Meeting, when applied to, ought to do more than reverse 
the verdict, — it ought to advise and direct the superintendent how to act« 
and that direction ought to be recorded on the district minutes* 

A joong man of the name of Bupert Chawner fell under boom 8ev«f» 
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censure (partly on the evidence furnished by J. Battenbury), for hating 
spoken some very free sentiments on the present aspect of affairs. The 
Conference ordered a letter of admonition to be written to him. 

In reference to this case, Mr. Waddt said it was hardly right for Mr. 
Rattenbnry, if he learnt, in journeying about, anything detrimental to the 
character of a preacher, to come into Conference and mention his name 
to his disadvantage. 

Mr. Rattbkburt said that the name of the brother had been mentioned 
before he adverted to it. Mr. Wadd/s principle was correct, but it did 
not apply to him ; and Mr. Waddy had acknowledged that in applying it 
to him he laboured under a mistake. 

Mr- Waddt : I do no such thing. 

Information was presented to the Conference that Mr. Qeorge was now 
at Grantham, associating familiarly with the reformers, and it was feared 
that his presence among them would encourage and strengthen their 
hands. This report being treated by many as a mere rumour, it was deter- 
mined to write to the superintendent of the Grantham circuit to know 
whether there was any foundation for it. 

The York District Minutes brought before the Conference the cases of 
several individuals who had been deprived of office, in pursuance of a 
general resolution passed in the Leaders' Meeting of that city, declaring 
that persons who engaged in certain anti-Methodistioal proceedings were 

no longer worthy of sustaining such offices A point was raised, — 

Whether the superintendent was justified in acting upon that general re- 
solution without bringing each individual to trial ?.... The minutes of 
the District meeting, approving of the course taken by the superintendent, 
were ultimately confirmed ; but it was intimated, that such confirmation 
did not imply a sanction of everything which had been done and pub- 
lished, in connection with these cases. 

On the name of the Rev. William Hobton being read, no objection 
was offered, but he rose and said, that, as certain misrepresentations of 
his proceedings had appeared in print, he was ready to answer any ques- 
tion respecting his administration during the year. 

Mr. FowLEB thereupon wished to know if Mr. Horton had removed a 
person from society without the benefit of a trial ? 

Mr. HoRTON explained that Mr. Robb had been dropped from the 
Local Preachers* plan for violating a resolution of the Local Preachers' 
Meeting; and that when put upon his trial before the Leaders, he threat- 
ened the meeting with legal proceedings, and so conducted himself before 
the Leaders' Meeting as to oblige them to require tbe withdrawal of his 
threat, and an apology for his behaviour, both of which he positively re- 
fused, and virtually cut himself off from fellowship with the Methodist 
church. 

MB. BBOMLEY's oasis. 

The President reminded the Conference that nothing had as yet been 
decided respecting the communication to be addressed to Mr. Bromley. 
After consultation with some brethren he deemed it desirable that a com- 
mittee should be appointed, to examine the district minutes and draw up 
some record. This was agreed to ; and it was also resolved that mean- 
while a communication should be made to Mr. Bromley to that effect, and 
that the final decision in his case should be forwarded to him in due 

time Dr. Beaumont inquired whether a communication had been 

80nt to Mr. Bromley from the Conference, informing him of its decision 
I 3 
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with regard to his right of appeal. The President answered in the riego- 
tive, saying that had been left to his friends to tell him. Dr. Beanmont 
strongly deprecated such an omission, observing that as to his friends 
telling him, one might pat it in one light and another in another, in a 
most unsatisfactory manner, and that he onght to have been immediately 
officially inform of his position. 

The case of a young man in the Wednesbury circuit, of the name of 
Baker, was referred to. Last year his name had been dropped for the 
expression of liberal sentiments, but he had appeared at the Conference 
to answer the complaints against him, and his name was again placed on 
trial. An objection was raised against him this year, for having in a 
sermon uttered a sentiment on the present state of affairs, which had 
given some offence. Mr. Tarr was asked if he had admonished him. He 
said he had advised him to be cautions, and proceeded to give a very 
pleasing and interesting account of Mr. Baker, who he said possessed 
real talent, as well as sincere and deep piety, and was in every way likely 
to prove useful and zealous. 

MB. BOWLAND'S case. 

Mr. Rowland's case was then brought on, and he produced a copy of 
the Watchman, from which he proceeded to read an article reflecting on 
his conduct. Objections were made to such a conrse from the platform, 
and he laid the paper aside, and proceeded to his " reasons,'* which form 
the ground of offence against him. 

Dr. BuNTiNO thought it was not necessary that they should be read, as 
the brethren present knew thera already. 

Dr. Beaumont said that there was no certainty that they were famfliar 
to all : he for one could not undertake to say that he recollected each 
one distinctly. He advocated their being read, which was agreed to. 

Each one was then taken up separately, and Mr. Rowland was asked 
whether he still maintained them, or whether he would retract ? He was 
exceedingly firm and refused to withdraw any, although he allowed that 
one or two might have been more happily expressed; but as to the sub- 
stance he could not withdraw them. He stated that at the last Confer- 
ence, and for some little time after, he had not studied tbe questions now 
agitating the connexion ; but after that he had considered them carefully ; 
had read all he could on the subject, had thought much of it, and the 
result was the convictions he had expressed to his brethren at tiie Minor 
District Meeting. He made a second attempt to read the article in the 
Watchman already referred to, which Dr. Buntfhg again interfered to 
prevent 

Dr. Beaumont argued that he had a right to read it; that in the case 
of any paper where anything prejudicial to his character was published, 
permission should be granted to read such an article, in order to defend 
himself; but when found in a paper which they must acknowledge was to 
a certain extent theirs, and had their sanction and aathoriQr, he ought at 
once to be allowed, without hesitation, to read it. 

Dr. Bunting allowed that what Dr. Beaumont had said was correct, 
and he agreed with it except as to the time ; at some future period he 
might read it. 

Dr. Beaumont again expressed himself of opinion that itr should be at 
the earliest opportunity. 

At the close of his observations the Sbcrbtabt remarked thst« with 
the exception of a word which Mr. Rowland wished he had sabstttated 
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in Uie flnt paragraph, and some explanation of the second, he had sigm- 
fied that he entertained the same opinions. Dr. Buhtino then entered 
into an examination of the several points in the paper, showing the in- 
conclnsiTeness of some and the anti-Methodistical tendency of others. 

It heing now dinner time, the Conference adjoamed. 

At the Eyshino Sittiko Mr. Rowland's case was again resumed. 

Dr. Bbaumort spoke at great length in reply to Dr. Bunting's ohser- 
▼ations, and maintained the absence of all evil intention on the part of 
Mr. Rowland. He thought he had a right to hold the opinions to which 
he had given expression. They were points concerning which great 
difference of opinion prevailed. It was useless to pretend to unity where 
unity did not in reality exist Mr. Rowland was a senior member of th^ 
Minor District Meeting ; he was also well acquainted with the county of 
Norfolk, and if he had arrived at an opinion different from that of his 
fellow judges, his respect for the other members of the court demanded 
that he should declare it. Towards the dose of his remarks Dr. Beau- 
mont said in reference to some allusions which had been made to the 
consequences of recent dificiplinary proceedings, that no minister was to 
be told he was not to look to consequenceH ; he was not to look at them 
indeed so as to be mesmeriHed or paralyzed, and to lose all moral 
energy. (Hear, hear.) The end of Christian discipline was good, and 
the extension of good ; and every Christian minister was bound to look 
at its application for the good of the individual and of the public. As to 
Mr. Rowland's opinions, they had been superfluously expressed; — ^It 
might be honest in him to express them;— bat as to the prudence or 
seemliness of doing so, that was another question. 

Mr. pRBST admitted the adroitness of the exposition of Mr. Rowland^s 
paper by Dr. Beaumont, and proceeded to show that Mr. Rowland had 
violated some important connexional principles in the course which he 
had adopted, and that an acknowledgement of his error was indispensable. 

Mr. Charles Cook, of Paris, exposed some fallacies in Dr. Beaumont's 
speech ; observing particularly that all his arguments tended to the same 
point, namely, that Conference was not to do justice if dangerous conse- 
' quences were likely to ensDe ; and that a man, with great appearance of 
pleading for justice, might, as in that ease, turn all his arguments to show 
that they were not to do justice. 

Mr, TiHDALL said that he had the misfortune to be the chairman of 
that Minor District Meeting. As he was not in the habit of addressing 
the Conference, he hoped the brethren would show him some indulgence. 
In his *' reasons" Mr. Rowland appeared to assume that onr object in 
appealing to the Minor District Meeting was to expel those two men 
(Messrs. W. H. Cozens Hanly and Joseph Colman). It was no such 
thing. Onr object was ** truth and righteousness." He further assumed, 
and so did Dr. Beaumont, that those two men were sncb Christian men 
that Jesus Christ would not have expelled them from his church — that in 
fact they had done nothing remarkably wrong. He doubted that, and 
believed that they had done a great deal that was wrong. There appeared 
something very inconsistent in Mr. Rowland's procedure. He had but a 
very little while before signed the president's declaration, and therefore 
an unaccountable change must in a little time have come over bis mind. 

Mr. BowLAVD said that when be signed the President's declaration he 
felt that he engaged to observe all the essential principles and regula- 
tions of Methodbm. As soon after affixing his signature as a great 
amount of family affliction would admit, be set to work to read over 



96 

things that had been written on the snbjeet under dispate. He had done 
so candidly and atteotiTely, and the result was that he had arrived at 
the convictions which were expressed .in those propositions. But he 
thought that there was not in those propositions anything but what was 
perfectly consistent with the essential priuciples of Wesleyan Me- 
thodism. 

Mr. S. D. Waddt wished to make one observation about the most 
striking peculiarity of Dr. Beaumont's speech. He had represented the 
whole thing as a matter of opinion, merely. " I think so and so, yon 
think differently." Opinions were free. One had as much right to his 
own view as another. He thought the Conference was prepared to de- 
clare its opinion that Mr. Rowland's sentiments were inconsistent with 
Methodism. If it determined to do so, it would then become a matter 
of consideration how Mr. Rowland was to be brought to a better mind. 

Dr. Newton said it appeared to him that there were three things to 
which the Conference was necessarily brought by the steps which Mr. 
Rowland had taken — first, to require of Mr. Rowland to make an 
apology to the Conference for the reflection which he had cast upon its 
most solemn acts ; secondly, that Mr. Rowland should be removed from 
the circuit where he now was ; and thirdly, that he be not entrusted 
with the care of a circuit until he was prepared to show to the Confer- 
ence that he holds other sentiments than t^ose here expressed. 

Mr. SooTT thought the Conference would not do any justice to them- 
selves unless they expressed their utter disapprobation of the sentiments 
promulgated by Mr. Rowland. He agreed with Dr. Beaumont that Mr. 
Rowland had a right to hold his sentiments ; but, then, he had not a 
right to publish them. Aud while he was known to hold them, he was 
not fit to be entrusted with the care of a circuit. 

Mr. John M'Owan said that the sentiments of Mr. Rowland were 
deadly poison, and that nothing ought to satisfy the Conference but a 
solemn pledge on the part of Mr. Rowland not to repeat them. 

Dr. BuNTiNQ suggested that not only should the three kinds of punish- 
ment suggested by Dr. Newton be inflicted on Mr. Rowland, but that, 
in addition, he should be declared to be inadmissible to be a member of 
any minor district meeting for a certain space of time. 

To this the Conference signified its assent 

Mr. W. M. Bunting was extremely sorry to say anything which might 
aggravate Mr. Rowland's case. Yet he must say that a serious aggrava- 
tion of Mr. Rowland's offence was, that in the character of a judge it 
was that he (Mr. Rowland) had taken an opportunity to promulge these 
objectionable sentiments. It also appeared to have been a premeditated 
act ; for it was in evidence that he had already got those sentiments 
written, and in his pocket, before he went to deliver judgement 

Mr. Samuel D. Waddt (through the medium of the secretary) then 
moved the following resolutions : — 

1. ** That the principles advanced in the nine reasons presented by 
Mr. Rowland to the minor district meeting, and to which he still ad- 
heres, are utterly inconsistent with the constitutional principles of 
Wesleyan Methodism. 

2. ''That Mr. Rowland is bound and required to make an apology to 
this Conference for the publication of sentiments so objeciionable. 

8. ** That he be removed from the Yarmouth circuit, and also firom 
the Norwich circuit 
4. " That he be not entrusted with the charge of a cureoit until ha has 
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giren assiinuice to the Conferenee that liis Tiewt here nndergone a 
ehange. 

d. " That he be solemnlj admooished from the ehair of the 
Conferenee. 

6. " That for two yean he be deemed ineligible to be elected a mem« 
her of any minor district meeting." 

The reaolntioo, haTing been mored and eeeonded, was tmanimoasly 
adopted, with the exception of two votes. 

The Pbesidekt then inqaired whether he would take a Utile time for 
eonsideration, the Conference wishing to show him every indnlgenee it 
could, consistently with the maintenance of right principles ? 

Kr. BowLAVD replied that he wished for no postponement 

Dr. BuxTivo, Mr. Fowlek, Mr. Battsvbcbt, and others, were of 
opinion that though Mr. Rowland did not ask for postponement he 
needed it ; and it was agreed that time should be given, and that some 
senior members of the Conference should converse with him. 

CHAPEL CASES. 

A committee wae, as nsnal, appointed to consider cases referred to 
the Conference respecting chapel trusts, and to offer such advice to 
parties concerned as might be deemed necessary. 

FBIDAY, August 9. 

On the opening of the Conference, the Pbesidevt read the following 
eommunication : — 

** Mr. Lawton begs to inform the President of the Conference that last 
night, about half-past ten o'clock, in his presence, the Bev. John 
Chettle departed this life. The immediate cause of desth was a severe 
bflioos attack, accompanied with vomiting and constipation. He was 
seventy-tbree years of age, and has been in the ministiy fifty years. Mr. 
Chettle was in the Conference on Monday last'* 

The characters of several deceased ministers were then submitted to 
the Conference for approval. That of the Rev. Bichard Beece, after a 
conversation had taken place upon it, was recommitted for the insertion 
of some particulars which it was thought, in justice to the memory of 
that venerable man, ought to be noticed. 

A communication was also received from the Bev. Jas. Dixon, stating 
that he had been taken very ill during the night, and would not be able 
to attend the sitting that forenoon, but he hoped to be able to attend 
in the evening. 

BXAMIVATIOV OF CHABACTEB. 

The Conference then proceeded to the consideration of character, 
and the London district, which had been deferred, was commenced. 

Oo Mr. Fowler^s name being called over, 

Mr. P. HoBTov begged to ask how it came to pass that Mr. Fowler 
had devolved the exercise of discipline on one of his colleagues, 

A satisfactory explanation was given, on the ground of Mr* Fowlei'a 
infirm health. 

On Dr. Ai.DEB*8 name occurring, he entered into a defence of him« 
•elf against the imputations which had been cast upon his character. 

Dr. BuBTiBO said that he had fully investigated all those charges 
which related to the voyage to Canada, and Dr. Alder's conduct while 
there ; and if there was truth in man, he declared that those charges 

re totaUy lalse. 
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The Ber. Joskph Haxgkbatks stated tfuU the joang msn who had 
bronght forward, in a place of worship, a string of eharges in the shape 
of a series of acensations against Dr. Alder had expressed zegiet for 
what he had done. 

Mr. Sam UKL Jacksov said that he had reeeired a letter from Kr. 
Joseph Wood, of Bristol, complaining of an article in a number of the 
Vmdieator, 

Mr. Wood replied, and defended himself iWmi the charge of nndae 
laxity, particularly by stating that none of the offices in his cirenit had 
been filled np by reformers. As to the eirenit debt referred to by Mr. 
J., that had existed for long. 

Mr. S. Jacksov took his statements from the WetUyan l^meu 

Mr. Wood did not read that paper. 

Mr. S. Jacksov felt his duty was to do so. 

Dr. Bbaum OHT wondered that that paper, so daringly called a lying 
paper, could, by any person so calling it, be made the groundwork of a 
charge against a brother. 

DK. BSAUMOVT^S CASB. 

On Dr. Beanmonf s name being called over. 

The Ex Pbesidbht said there was in the district minutes an entry 
haTing reference to Dr. BeaumonL 

It was read, and it was found to relate to the case of Mr. Groqean. 

Dr. Beaumovt : I must inform the Conference first what I hare done. 
I stated to the district meeting that I did not believe that Mr. Grosgean 
bad related an absolute falsehood. I further stated my doubts as to 
whether Mr. Grosjean had gone into other circuits to carry disturbance 
into them. I thought that one of my colleagues (Mr. Strachan) ought 
to bring that accusation against Mr. Grosjean if it was to be preferred 
against him. Dr. Beaumont having here related the course of events 
preceding and accompanying Mr. Grosjean's trial, said, — When Mr. 
Strachan felt some delicacy at the thought of becoming the personal ac- 
cuser, I endeavoured to relieve him from the difficulty by furnishing 
him with the charges. But at length Mr. Strachan absolutely declined 
to have anything to do with the matter. I think I had a right to look 
to my colleague for his assistance in the case. (No, no.) 3(y other 
colleague (Mr. Clegg) then expressed his willingness to help me. But 
he met with considerable difficulty. The time of trial arrived. No one 
brought any acciuation against Mr. Grosjean. I had had a private in- 
terview with him, and the district meeting required me to take prompt 
and prudent measures to put him on his triaL I did so. No one, on 
that trial, would allege anything against him. I fonud myself obliged, 
afterwards, to put Mr. Grosjean on his trial before the Local Preachers' 
Meeting, and ^at meeting was adjourned. Mr. Grosjean was subse- 
quently suspended as a local preacher, and remains to this time 
suspended. 

The £x-Pbbsidbvt observed, it was far from his wish to utter words 
which would cause pain, or to pry into the private sentmoents of any 
Methodist preacher ; but, when any preacher expressed his sentiments 
in a public meeting, he thought it his duty to take some notice of them. 
At the Financial District Meeting, last September, he had counselled his 
brethren to exercise patience and forbearance towards those individuals 
who had been unhappily drawn into the agitation which had been com* 
meneed in the society, but to keep their eyes on leading agitalocBf and 
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'bring tliem to discipline. As soon as he had finished. Dr. Beanmont rose 
and said, that he earnestly deprecated the acceptance on the part of the 
brethren of snch adyice. He proceeded to express, in effect, the old sen- 
timent, — *^ The voice of the people is the voice of God." He said, ** God 
15 speaking to ns, not only by the cholera, but by the voiee of the people." 
He (the Ex-President) had thought it his dnty to rebnke Dr. Beaomont 
for that sentiment. Did Moses consult the voice of the people when they 
were dancing before the golden calf? Did John Wesley consult the voice 
of the Staffordshire mobs when they tried to prevent his preaching the 
goepel } Did the apostle Paul consult the men of Ephesus when they 
cri^ — '* Great is Diana of the Ephesdans ?" They must take care of 
their own principles, and not permit them to be overruled by the false 
maxim on which he had commented. 

Dr. Beaumont — I never uttered snch a remark, Mr. President, as Mr. 
Jackson has imputed to me. I said, indeed, that the Almighty had been 
speaking to us lately by famine and by cholera; and I thought be then 
was speaking by our people. I was astonished at the ability displayed 
by them. I said nothing of riots in Staffordshire, nor heathen wor- 
shippers of Diana at Ephesus; but I did speak of the voice of God's 
people, your people, my people; and I insisted that whether, in the 
event we shonld yield to it or not, yet it was our boundeu and solemn 
duty at least to hear it 

Mr. Stbachah, being called for, entered into a lengthened detail- of 
the circumstances which had occurred subsequently to the district meeting, 
and of the steps which he had taken, at the reqnest of his superinten- 
dent, to obtain evidence on the case. He had not felt himself called 
upon to act as the only accuser of Mr. Grosjean. From the oommenoe* 
ment to the dose of the business, he had neg^uxled himself as one of the 
four accusers. There were four ministers in the circuit, all sustaining 
the pastoral office, and all equally bound to maintain discipline, tie 
had not felt it prudent to take the entire responsibility of the aet de- 
volved by the district meeting on bis superintendent, but had been fully 
ready to go with his superintendent and colleagues in order to carry out 
the minute of the district meeting. It had been said, from the course he 
had pursued, that his attachment to their economy must have been 
weakened ; but he felt no disloyalty towards it, or unwillingness to risk 
everything that was dear to him in support of a just discipline. 

8ome inquiries were then addressed by different ministers to Mr. 
Strschan, with a view to elicit the reasons which had induced him to give 
np the case. Mr. Strachan's answers were, in substance, that he under- 
stood he was to go into the case with the entire sanction of his superin- 
tendent, and to be sustained by all bis colleagues ; that he had done all 
which he had promised to do, which was to prepare the case and submit 
it to bis colleagues — that he then expected their support ; but that he 
might have done wrong in giving the case np at the time he did. He 
considered the conduct of the accused party as dbhooourable as it could 
be ; but he had felt that he had been called to occupy an isolated posi- 
tion, and to that he had objected from the commencement. When 
associated in a circuit with other ministers, be expected them also to do 
their dnty. 

Mr. Cleoo was oalled to state the part which he had taken ; but his 
statement did not materially afTeot the circumstances of the case. 

Mr. Abthub gave a narrative of the chief points of the case, froni Qie 
date of the District Meeting. From his account it appeared that at die 
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firat Minitters' Meeting of the district Dr. Besamoot Mngned as bis 
rsMon for deolining to nndertake the caie himself, his objection to com- 
bkie in his own person ihe ofSees of acctiser and judge ; that thereupon 
Mr. Strachan consented to bring the charges, but learning shortly alkei^ 
waids, during Dr. Beaumont's absence in Scotland, from Mr. Qrosjean, 
tliat tiie doctor had stated to him his own disbelief of the charges, and 
that Mr. Strachan was indepeodently to bring them forward, he then de- 
termined to throw ap the case ; and after Dr. Beaumont's return from die 
north the affair was fresh taJcen into consideration in the ministers' 
meeting, when Dr. Beaumont expressed himself so strongly on the mesita 
of the case, and against the proceedings which had been instituted by the 
district meeting, ti^at he (Mr. A.) felt it to be impossible for himself or 
either of the doctor's colleagues, in the face of sach sentiments on their 
superintendent's part, to undertake it with any hope of good result ; and 
he accordingly relieved himself of responsibility by telling his superin- 
tendent frankly what he thought of the case, that he felt it to be a case 
for discipline, but that under the circumstances he must leave the whole 
responsibility of the matter with him, on whom, before God and man, it 
rested ; and finally that at the meeting before which Mr. Grosjean should 
have been tried, after the vote of ezcolpatlon and confidence had been 
put by the superintendent and passed by the meeting, he (Mr. Arthur) 
declared to his superintendent and to Mr. Grosjean, openly and explicitly, 
tiiat he had not opposed the vote, only because he knew it would be use- 
less, but that he thought such a vote unconstitutional and wrong, and 
wished it to be understood tliat he had taken no part in it He regretted^ 
however, as to this point, that he had not protested before the vote was 
taken. 

From other inquiries it appeared that Dr. Beaumont had put a resoln- 
tion to the Leaders' Meeting, whether a reporter should be admitted to 
take notes of the proceedings. This course was strongly objected to fay 
several members of the Conference as unconstitutional. In the coarse 
of these inquiries it further appeared that Dr. Beaumont had said in tbe 
Leaders' Meeting that he had ** taken counsel" as to the course he should 
pursue ; but though the expression he had used was one which had been 
understood at the time to mean legal advice, yet it was reconcileable 
with the idea that he had taken advice of some eminent character, and 
he now disclaimed having taken any legal advice. He also added thai 
he sought no evasion of the directions of the District Meeting, and in- 
tended none In answer to other inquiries it was admitted that he had 

uttered language to the effect that he was not obliged to beat bushes^ 
sweep streets, &c., in quest of evidence; and that those who had chai^ges 
to bring, and had obliged him to proceed with the case, might do so, but 
he would not It also appeared that he had employed terms of eulogy in 
reference to the accused party, and had permitted reflectiona to be cast <m 
some eminent individuals in ^e connexion. 

The statements of several members of the Conference showed that 
ample evidence had been supplied to Mr. Strachan in support of some of 
the principal charges against the accused, which evidence had remained 
in his hands, and had not even been laid before the Superintendent when 
Mr. Strachan determined not to appear as sole accuser. 

After some other inquiries, 

Mr. FowLBB observed, if he understood the constitution of Methodistai, 
Dr. Beaumont's mode of proceeding in bringing the offender befose 'the 
local preachers' meeting was a flagrant violation of that constitution. He 



101 

had Dever understood that a local preachers' meetiog waa a court of in- 
quiry, except whether A. B. was fit to be, or fit to be coutinued, a local 
preaJcher. All questions affecting character should be taken to the leaders' 
meeting. No local preacher should be removed from ofiice without a 
verdict being given against him ; but that verdict would be best obtained 
at a leaders' meeting. However, he thought they had pretty nearly got to 
the merits of the casci and he should like to know the practical appli- 
cation. 

The President wished to ascertain whether the Conference had ob* 
tained all the information it desired on the case, and, if so, what course 
it wished to take? Did Dr. Beaumont wish to address the Conference ? 

Mr. BiGO, after so lengthened a conversation, thought the Conference 
should come to some conclusion. There ought to be some uniformity in 
the administration of discipline. 

Dr. Bunting observed the Conference had been bearing evidence on 
the case. Would they now throw the subject open for suggestion as to 
the best course to be pursued, at the close of which some practical con- 
elusion might be agreed upon. He thought that Dr. Beaumont ought 
now to be heard. 

Dr. Beaumont complained that he had received no charge, and no 
notice of charge, but had been told that it was merely a Conference in- 
quiry, and then that there was to be a judgement upon it. 

The President observed the question had come before the Conference 
under the reading of the minutes of the district meeting; and the sub- 
ject was in order, without formal notice, to consider whether Dr. Beau- 
mont had done his duty. 

Mr. Scott added — Or to consider whether the London district meeting 
had been unfairly treated. 

Dr. Beaumont was quite aware that, had there been a formal charge 
and trial, an individual thus dealt with, after answering the questions 
proposed to him, must leave himself to the judgement of the Conference; 
but on an inquiry like the present, and with the multitude of iuterroga- 
tories addressed to him, if the Conference proceeded to consider any 
resolution, he was entitled to be heard upon it. He claimed to be so 
heard at a fitting time, but on one or two matters he would speak now. 
He then observed that he had from the first taken upon himself the re- 
sponsibility of sustaining the charges. As to being both accu$:er and 
judge, his objection to that bad arisen solely because, as he had said, 
he did not believe the things alleged against the person accused. He had 
been both accuser and judge iu some cases, when he had believed the 
charge, and thought it right to be so. With respect to allowing a reporter 
to be present at the meeting, he in the first instance disapproved of it; 
but he was told that Mr. Scott had allowed one in a similar case. Sup 
posing that statement to be true, he gave way. " In that (said the 
Doctor) 1 think I was wrong." (Hear, hear.) He then referred to the 
difi&culties of his position in having an adverse leaders' meeting, and ob- 
served that if his course had not been agreeable to the Conference he was 
sorry for it. (Hear, hear.) But after all that he had heard said, and 
after his own revision of the affair, with the exctption of having allowed 
a reporter to be present who was not a member of the meeting, — he did 
not see that he could have acted otherwise. 

After some further conversation, the Conference adjourned till the 
evening. 
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Evening Sitting. Xfr, Beatanonffs Case continued. 

On the qaestion of character heing resumed, some other names were 
read, whereupon 

Dr. BEA17M0NT said he wished to know whether there was to be any de- 
cision on his case. Had he not been interrogated upon nearly one hun- 
dred questions? Was the matter to pass away as it was ? He com- 
plained of it. It was due to their sense of honour, due to their character, 
due to Christianity, due to everything that was sacred, either that he 
should be at once exempted from complaint, or that some decision should 
be pronounced. He was an elder and a father in the Connexion, and 
had served it for forty years. 

Mr. J. ScOTT — The ministers stationed in the London district had just 
cause to complain. Superintendents ought not to make it necessary for 
the district meeting to interfere with them for the maintenance of disci- 
pline. Other superintendents had been placed in difficult circumstances, 
but had not neglected their duty. For example, the superintendent of 
the first London circuit had not The superintendent of the third circuit 
had been placed in the greatest perplexity, but still he had done his duty. 
This was not the case with Dr. Beaumont. No man in London, or any- 
where else, had been a more flagrant transgressor than Mr. Grosjean in 
trampling under foot all rule and order. He had visited Woolwich, Bir- 
mingham, Exeter, and Manchester. His conduct was before the world. 
He had been regularly published as one of the secretaries of the London 
" Corresponding Committee," — a confederation formed to revolutionize 
Methodism. He (Mr. S.) was not prepared to say, that, with the influ* 
ence which it might be supposed Dr. Beaumont had with his circuit — had 
he shown the Leaders' meeting that Mr. Grosjean's conduct was so fla- 
grantly at variance with the law of Christ, and the rules of Methodism — 
he could not have obtained a proper verdict, when the offences were so 
notorious that no man could deny them. Then Dr. Beaumont was pre- 
pared with his expedient, — he could suspend the man on his own re- 
sponsibility, if the verdict was notoriously against the fact. He could 
not plead that he was wanting in resources to sustain discipline, in their 
monthly ministers' meetings. All were in favour of reasonable forbear- 
ance — all approved of what Dr. Beaumont had done when he had expos- 
tulated with Mr. Grosjean. But all were of opinion, that when this failed, 
he should have proceeded to regular trial, and brought him to submit to 
their acknowledged discipline, or dismissed him. When Dr. Beaumont 
would not interfere, or did not, the district meeting had no alternative 
but to call upon Dr. Beaumont to deal with the offender. No one in the 
district supposed that th'e resolution was an indictment — it was not in 
that form, — or that it took the matter out of the hands of the superinten- 
dent of the circuit. The district thought it sufficient, in general terms, 
to state their complaint, and to commit the case to the local authority. 
What he (Mr. Scott) next complained of was, the subsequent treatment 
of the district meeting. If it had been intended to burlesque their pro- 
ceedings, and bring discredit and contempt upon their authority, a better 
plan could not have been devised. First, there was the apparently frank 
mode of setting to work. Then, Dr. Beaumont himself declined the re- 
sponsibility ; devolved it on Mr. Strachan ; gave notice to Mr. Grosjean, 
but told him that he (Dr. Beaumont) had nothing against him. Mr. 
Strachan immediately informed Dr. Beaumont that he would not alone 
e the responsibility of preferring the charge. It appeared that Dr^ 
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Beanmont had, in the letter, admitted the authority of the district meet- 
lug, yet, in fact, as well as in conversation, he had repudiated that au- 
thority. In the leaders' meeting. Dr. Beaumont said, " These are not my 
charges, they are brought by the district, and I have no alternative but to 
prefer them." He had nothing against Mr. Orosjean. Had Dr. Beau- 
mont told the district meeting that he refused to deal with tbo case, the 
matter would have been understood ; but he accepted the direction of the 
district — preferred a charge — brought forward not even the evidence of 
which his colleague was in possession, ~ and then from the chair put a 
motion of eulogy on Mr. Grosjean, and Mr. Grosjean came off with ap- 
plause. He (Mr. Scott) did not think this was the way the Methodist 
discipline should be treated by men who had the care of circuits. He 
considered the Conference was bound to say, when superintendents neg- 
lected their duty, that they had so neglected it, and that they were, on 
that account, responsible. As to Dr. Beaumont suspending Mr. Gros- 
jean from his office of local preacher, though there were times when the 
habeas corpus might, perhaps, in some cases, be suspended; yet he (Mr. 
Scott) would not have dealt with the case just in that manner. Mr. Scott 
complained that Dr. Beaumont had set up his own* judgement against 
his brethren, in their monthly meeting, and in the district meeting, and 
now against the Conference, for Dr. Beaumont said he had done right — 
except as to allowing a reporter to be present. He (Mr. Scott) thought 
differently, and with his convictions he oould not help expressing hia 
views to the Conference. 

At the close of Mr. Scott's speech, 

Dr Bbaumont said Mr. Scott had spoken in a manner which nothing 
could justify or excuse. 

Mr. Babton rose to order. Dr. Beaumont had already spoken, and be 
ought not to address the Conference after each speaker. 

Mr. Pbebt: The point of order was, — should Dr. Beaumont answer 
each speech, or at the end of the discussion make a general reply ? Dr. 
Beaumont might chose one or the other, but he for one objected to his 
doing both. 

The Pbesident was surprised to hear Dr. Beaumont complain of the 
course now pursued. Had they not adjourned with the understanding 
that the o^se was to be resumed ? What could Dr. Beaumont complain 
of? Some one must begin to remark upon the case. 

Dr. Beaumo^tt had a deep sense of the great fairness of the chair ; but 
Mr. Scott had introduced things which were not correct, and he must 
answer them. If the Conference ruled that he should answer at the close 
of the inquiry, he bowed to its decision. 

Mr. I. Keeling had paid attention to the whole of the statements 
made, and to the answers given at the morning sitting. At the close of 
that sitting he had put down what appeared to his own mind the things 
arrived at by the investigation. He had put them in a form which he 
begged to read and propose. He then read and proposed for adoption a 
series of resolutions, in substance as follows : — 

** 1. That the Conference learns with regret that the decisions of the 
London District Meeting, which were so necessary for the maintenance 
of our discipline, have not been carried into effect. 

'* 2. From the evidence now received, it appears in particular, that Dr. 
Beaumont so exaggerated the difference of judgement between himself 
and the other brethren on one part of the case, as to make this differeno^ 
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fhe ostensible reason for acting in the case with reluctance, and by this 
means ensure the failure of the attempt to carry out our discipline. 

** 3. That in bringing Mr. Grosjean to triid before a local preachers* 
meeting, for matters which belong to a leaders' meeting, Dr. Beaumont 
failed in his duty as a superintendent 

" 4. That his manner of dealing with the offence, both in the weekly 
ministers' meeting and at the Leaders' Meeting, appears to have been 
such as to render the duty of his colleagues increasingly embarrassing. 

*' 5. That notwithstanding this, Mr. Strachan, though placed in this 
embarrassing condition, was not justified in throwing up the case, and 
suffering it to go to the Leaders' Meeting, without such sustaining 
CTidenoe as was in his possession. 

" 6. On the whole the Conference resolves — 

*' 1. That as the failure of the due application of discipline is to be 

attributed mainly to the want of consistency in persevering endeavours on 

the part of the superintendent to fulfil his duty, such disregard of the 

.authority of the District Meeting, and of the momentous interests atstake^ 

merits the censure of the Conference. 

*' 2. That the Conference regrets that Mr. Strachan has suffered him- 
self to be so influenced by popular clamour as to neglect his duty." 

Mr. Natlob seconded the proposition, showing that he was induced to 
do so from a conviction that if any odium or re^onsibility attached unto 
them it was his duty, as a senior minister, to take his share ; he did so 
also from a deep persuasion that the members of the London District 
Meeting had cause to contend that it was the imperious duty of the Con- 
ference to maintain the authority and dignity of district decisions. He 
had been pleased to hear some of the explanations given by Dr. Beau- 
mont, and the concessions he bad made, and hoped that if he had to 
pass through the same again he would act very differently ; still he could 
not but think that Dr. Beaumont was highly blameable in setting up his 
own judgement in opposition to the opinion of the District Meeting, and 
in pronouncing the charges to be untrue. One of them, in reference to 
Mr. Grosjean going to other circuits to hold reform meetings, had previ- 
ously been so far confirmed that he had obtained a resolution at the Local 
Preachers' Meeting condemnatory of that conduct. But it was evident 
that the doctor had gone to the duty enjoined with great reluctance, and 
that if such neglect of district directions were allowed to pass by unre- 
proved, they would soon as a body have such a disruption among them- 
selves, that Methodism would be scattered to the four winds of the earth. 
In reference to Mr. Strachan, he viewed his conduct as highly objection- 
able. The evidence be had obtained, which might have been increased, 
ought to have been brought forward, and if it had failed to obtain a con- 
viction, they might have fallen back on the District Meeting. He felt it 
his duty to remark on the unmanly way in which he had met the ques- 
tions proposed to him — talking about them, and all around them, instead 
of giving distinct, pointed, and direct answers to them. Such conduct 
was not known in the Conference when he was first introduced into it, 
but of late had been too familiar among them, and in his opinion was 
very reprehensible. In conelusion, he observed that he considered that 
the instructions of the District Meeting had been decidedly evaded rather 
than fulfilled. 

Mr. Maodovald had listened with great interest to the proceedings of 
tiie day, and expressed his warm approbation of the manner in which the 
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president had conducted the piooeedings. Greater impartialtty he had 
never witnessed. He could have wished that Mr. Keeling had put Ids 
motion in the form of a series of distinct propositions, to be taken sepa- 
rately. As a member of that body he felt bound to submit to its decision 
on all questions not affecting his conscience ; and he believed that any 
affecting his conscience would not be adopted. These decisions he felt 
imperatively bound to carry out, as though they were orig^ally and 
primarUy his own. He did not see how they could otherwise hold toge- 
ther as a connexion. Nothing had been more impressed on his own 
mind during the proceedings of the Conference than the necessity of sup- 
porting the district courts. He lamented that Dr. Beaumont had not 
fully carried out the resolution of the district meeting. If Mr. Keeling^s 
motion could be broken up into parts, to be considered separately, he 
thought it would conduce to unanimity. 

Dr. Bbadm ojf T wished to have a copy of the resolutions for considera- 
tion. 

Dr. BuNTiHO inquired whether there was any objection to their being 
read and considered clause by clause ? He decidedly approved of that 
course. 

The clauses were then read and considered seriatim. 

The first and second were agreed to without observation. 

On the third clause being read, 

Mr. Macdonald said he agreed altogether with the views which some 
had taken, that in matters affecting morality and membership, an offender 
should be summoned before the Leaders' Meeting; but he thought that 
Dr. Beaumont should have the benefit of his statement respecting the 
circumstances under which he had brought the ease before a Local 
Preachers' Meeting. 

The clause was then agreed to. 

The fourth and fifth clauses were also agreed to without discussion. 

On the sixth clause being read, containing the judgement of the Con- 
ference, 

Dr. Dixon observed, that having been prevented by indisposition from 
attending the Conference in the morning, he had perhaps no right to 
speak on the general question before them. He had not heard the state- 
ments and evidence, and, therefore, considered that it would be improper 
for him to pronounce on the facts of the case. But he would ask the 
Conference to consider, whether it might not be satisfied with somethiug 
less than censure ? He was well aware of the general feeling which pre- 
vailed; but let them deal as gently with one another as truth and doty 
would allow. He knew that Dr. Beaumont had had a difficult post in the 
Hinde-street circuit, and he would have the Conference to look at his 
difficulties. He, for one, should regret if they expressed a censure upon 
him. Would not a similar decision to that which had been passed in the 
case of his friend Mr. Edward Walker meet the case ? (No, no.) More- 
over, let him say .there was such a thing in Christianity as grace — mercy 
— ^love. He, for one, stood much in need of grace and mercy. (Hear, 
hear.)- *'Now don't,** said the Doctor, '* turn a serious reflection to ano 
fher purpose." He repeated, he stood in need of a great deal of mercy 
from them, and from One higher than they. If he erred at all, he wished 
to err on the side of compassion and mercy. He should like them to 
say, that they regretted, deplored, that Dr. Beaumont did not pursue a 
different course, and be satisfied with that. He would have them to re- 
flect on the consequence of passing a censure on Dr. Beaumont. He was 
K 3 
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not prepared to fix the stigma or censure of that great body vpon the 
Doctor. ** Remember," said he, " your approval is a great grace, and 
your censare is a great misfortane ?*' 

Mr. Bole had listened with fixed interest to every sentence ottered on 
that painful subject His mind was full of the feeling that Dr. Beau- 
mont had not done justice to Methodism, and that Mr. Strachan had not 
proceeded in a straightforward manner. He thought the language of 
censure was merited ; but, notwithstanding the delinquency — the Metho- 
distical delinquency, — he thought that an expression of Uie opinion of 
the Conference would be more weigh^ than a judgement. They could 
afford to be content with an expression of opinion, without a positive cen- 
sure. He would ask the Conference, instead of pronouncing a censure 
to deliver its judgement, and with that to be satisfied. 

Mr. S. D. Wadot said, he would dismiss from his mind all personal 
feeling, in treating of the points involved in this grave question. I havp, 
(he said,) first, to olyect, in the strongest possible terms, to a mode of ex- 
pression adopted by the other side, which is calculated to produce the 
impression, that they alone are properly impressed with the importance 
of the consequences of this decision, and that we do not, at least, equally 
feel the value and deplore the loss or immortal souls. It is because we 
believe that this whole system of agitation is destructive of piety,— hin- 
dering the progress of the work of Ood, and hurrying souls to i)erdition, 
that we feel it must at all events be stopped, and peace must be restored 
to our troubled societies. I also object (he continued)* to a mode of ex- 
pression which has been extensively used by the agitators, and sane- 
tioned and adopted by Dr. Beaumont, — ^that he objected to be both ac- 
cuser and judge. The attempt to force us to conform our meetings for 
discipline to the arrangements and forms of civil and criminal courts, is 
levelled at the integrity of our pastoral office. The superintendent 
should not allow any one to be the accuser, as he is called : he should 
himself prefer the chaise, and call upon the complaining parties to give 
their testimony. I hope we shall never give up our scriptural and fa- 
therly authority, as pastors in the church of Christ, for the ineffective 
mimicry of a secular tribunal. I am surprised that Dr. Beaumont should 
make his non -belief of the charge against the person accused, a reason 
why he could not personally preside at his trial. I have always been 
taught to believe, that the judge was to consider the prisoner innocent, 
until he found him guilty, — and that a conviction of his guilt, which im- 
plies a prejudging of his case, was a disqualification for the office of 
judge. I object also, very strongly, to the opinion of Dr. Beaumont, that 
he has a right to devolve upon his colleagues the responsibility and work 
belonging exclusively to himself. In this instance he had devolved iMs 
duty first on a colleague somewhat his junior, and then ou a young man 
of eleven years' standing. This was unfair to his colleagues, and a no- 
torious disregard of the authority of the district meeting, whidi mast 
have power to direct and regulate the conduct of superintendents in cir- 
cumstances of difficulty, — or our connexional existence will be destroyed. 
There can be no question as to the impropriety of submitting to a Local 
Preachers' meeting the business which fairly belonged to the Leaden* 
meeting. Dr. Beaumont has made two statements, which I find it uttarly 
impossible to reconcile. He says that he did not believe tfie person in 
question guilty, and yet goes and tells him that if he repeated his condnot 
he must bring him to trial. It is also evident to me, Ihat Dr. Beaumont 
^ -nks more of his own personal honour than of that of the connexion ; 
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for yowr lavs and diwfpHoe may he trampled trnder foot witli irnptinity, 
bot tba momeDt he himself is exposed to personal intuit, the oifenrler is 
satpended from his office io the most arhitrarr manner, without even the 
l&rm of trial. As to Mr. ^trachan, it is erident, from his own remarks, 
that his reason for abandoning the rase was, fear of his reputation amon|^ 
the disafieeted. We have heard of mercy, bat we al^o owe mercy to onr 
distracted societies— to families dirided by their wretched agitations, and 
to men who have lost their health, and some their reason and their lives, 
under the anxiety and pressure of these divisive proceedings. 1 am, 
therefore, deliberately of opini<m, that we ought not to do less than paiiis 
the resolution of censure, and I shall rote for the motion as it stands. 

Mr. FowLfcB Mid he agreed witb the preceding speaker in condemna- 
tion of the conne pursued by Dr. Beaumont, but he must confess he did 
Dot agree in all the findings. He had a recollection that Dr. Beaumont 
did not devolve all the case on 'iAr, Strachan (Cries of ** Yes, yes.**) 
H'ell Mr. Strachan had engaged to undertake it. He (Mr. F.) thought 
that the state of the circoit when Dr. Beaumont entered it should not be 
fon^otten. He (Dr. B.) bad had difficult duties to perform. He ( Mr. F.) 
thought Dr. Beaumont ought to have attended to them more promptly, 
bot that the censure of that Conference shoold be affixed to him was too 
mocb. If a man did Ibat which appeared equivocal, let him ofl^ a 
suitable explanation, and let that be accepted. He (Mr. F.) concurred 
with those who thought that to express disapprobation of Dr, Beaumont's 
judgement , without passing the censure of the Conference upon him^ 
would best meet his case. 

Mr. AsTHCR felt some delicacy in speaking on the subject before tbe 
Coolerenoe. He had had a great weight upon hit mind as to tbe state of 
tbiogs io the Hiode-street circuit. Whatever attached to a circumstance 
of that kind, it ought tit be thrown into tbe scale in favour of bis Super- 
isteodeot, Dr, Beaumont. As to Mr. Strachan, be was not surprised that 
be had answered in the way be did; but be (Mr. A.) believed that it was 
not Mr, StracbaoV iotention to blink tbe inquiry. He hoped tbe Con- 
lefMiee would come to tbe mildest coneluffion it could. 

Mr. J. M'Owaa confirmed what Mr. Arthur had said respecting Mr. 
StTacfaao*s general manner of answering inquiries, bot observed tbat if 
Mr. Strachan bad been permitted to bring out the statements which be 
bad oi&rred to read, it would include tbe evid«<iice be bad received in tbe 



Mr. W. M. B0SYISG said be Aoald be glad if be could induce the 
Confefenee to separate tbe resolutions into two parts, so a« to ioclnde 
their view of tbe facts of tbe case, apart from their judgement of tbe 
principle involved in it. He foDy disapproved of the conne which Dr, 
BeaomoDt had pursued ; yet be wished the Confefenee to take into account 
some mitigating drcumstaoces before it expreshed its judgement In tbe 
flfst place, before tbe district meeting was Iield, Dr. Beaumont had taken 
some private steps with tbe party offending, and subsequently had de- 
posed him from tbe office of local pfeacber. He (Mr. Bunting) moreo\er 
believed that if Dr. Beaumont were treated kindly, the Conference might 
eilcalate on bis doing bb duty, He bad understood that Dr. Beaumont 
bad tfarown discredit upon the district meeting. If so, be (Mr. Bunting) 
was prepafvd to concur in refu«ng him tbe superio^endency of a circuit ; 
bat Dr. Beaomont bad declared that be bad not (Dr. Beaumont: ** No, 
BO.0 He bdiaired Dr. BeaonMnit, and so did tbe generous men on tbe 
plationB. He tboogbt tbat Dr. Beamnont's conduct deserved the disap- 
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probation of the Cooferenoe, but, taking tbe mitigatuig qrcn mstanc e fc 
into aocoont, not its censure. 

Mr. PaxsT said that he had, as in duty and in inelination obliged, 
given his best, most patient, and candid attention to the important anb- 
ject now before the Conference. He had heard with no sorprise or dis- 
approbation (he plea of mercj orged, and he was folly disposed to protect 
tliat plea, bnt he was not, nor could he be, either in fairness or in the 
dischaige of the duty which he owed to tbe Methodist conneiuoo, dis- 
posed to take or act upon that plea alone. On the contrary, he sympa- 
thised both in judgement and in feeling with the remarks which had been 
made, evidently with the approbation of the Conference, as he was rig^t 
^ad to observe, touching tbe mercy due to their people on the one hand, 
and the daims of justice on the other. (Hear.) In his opinion they 
were bound, in imitation of and imbued with the sacred principles of the 
gospel, to combine justice and mercy together, not to sacrifice the claims 
of the one to those of the other, but to combine both in their opinions 
and in their actions, and especially in a solemn judicial deliveranee like 
the one now to be anived at (Hear.) If the case were in iscdated one, 
that is if the sympathies developed in it had never speared before in 
the subject of the present investigation, then perhaps tbe ease might be 
somewhat mitigated, but it could not be denied that sympathies like 
those now revealed were not now for tbe first time made known. In 16S4, 
and since on not a few occasions, in his (Mr. Prest's) judgement, Dr. 
Beaumont had so acted or so refused to act, that those who had opposed 
the constitutions! administration of their affairshad regarded him as friendly 
to their objects, and right or wrong had claimed him as their friend. 
Such was the fact, on which he shoiUd not further comment. He well 
remembered the agitation of 1835 ; he had been in the midst of it, and 
was fuUy convinced that in eomparuom with that, the present agitation 
was imimportanl, however painful it might be. (Hear.) Now he wished 
respectfully to remind mauy of his honoured falhers and brethren, and to 
inform others, that in tbe steady, firm, and uncompromising adherenee 
which many, — which most, — then manifested to principles which were 
declared by the courts of law ind by tbe Conference to be eorrect, though 
not popular, they lost friends and gained enemies; and some of them, 
whose memory he venerated and whose example he for one should 
follow, had lost botli health and life. (Hear.) Now he wanted to know 
whether these venerablf, whether these departed, these self-saeiificmg 
men, had done right ? Did the Conference say that they had done 
right? (Yea) Very well ! Then be wished further to know whether 
those who since then and who now walked by the same role and minded 
the same thing, had done and were doing right ? Then were they pre- 
pared to say that those who had not, did not so act, were doing ri^t ? 
Certainly not! If then they praised the one should they not blame tbe 
other ? ( Hear.) Unquestionably they should, unless we were disposed 
to make the pastoral rule and government of the Conference a shadow. 
And if they in their judgement blamed, why should they hesitate to ex- 
press that blame. Blame was doe in this case; censure was demanded. 
Let it be done as kindly, as mildly as thf^y pleased, but let it be done. 
He was disposed to foster the unanimity which had prevafled more fully 
at this Conference than at many for years past, and therefore was leas 
anxious about the wording to be employed, provided the spirit and force 
of the motion submitted to the Conference were not lost. (Hear.) He 
could not consent to that, and failing a satiafartoiy snbatitation or altera- 
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tion of terms, he was fully prepared to vote for the proposition submitted 
to the Conference by Mr. Keeling. The principles of Methodism must 
be upheld ; these for one he could not consent to sacrifice. (Hear.) 

Mr. Mabsden remarked, that attempts had been made to break down 
the discipline of the connexion; and similar attempts would probably be 
made during the coming year. He wished the Conference to be firm in 
its constitution, and to uphold its district meetings. He approved of the 
resolutions proposed, and would support them. If any by- word could be 
modified, he had no objection to that; but he hoped the spirit of the re- 
solution would be maintained. If they did so, he had no fear of the re- 
sult. God would be with them in supporting a just discipline. 

Dr. Newton said, having received his fifty-second appointment, he 
might now be considered one of the fathers of the connexion. He felt 
the past year to be a solemn one. He considered the decision of the 
Conference, on the present case, would be productive of much good or of 
much evil. He had often thanked God for the trust reposed in them as 
B body of ministers, and the regard they had shewn for it. Let them 
take care how they seemed to violate that trust The present agitation 
was directed against the just authority of district meetings. One man 
had lately said — ** I know my Lord Lyndhurst supported district meet, 
ings, but I pronounce difierently." Now, the London district had felt 
bound to give some directions in the case. But their directions had not 
been carried out. London, to some extent, influenced the country. 
Others, who had exercised discipline, had consequently to bear much 
obloquy; but the societies where discipline had been exercised were 
benefitted by it. (Here Dr. Newton gave several instances in support of 
this statement.) Now, when some brethren had incurred odium in the 
performance of their duty, was it just to them to let others neglect it, 
and leave evils to cause themselves ? As to Dr. Beaumont being a min- 
ister of forty years* standing, did not that tell against his proceedings ? 
Should he not, for that reason, have done his duty ? Dr. Dixon bad 
spoken of ** grace." Was there not grace in that decision ? Had he 
(Dr. N.) doue as Dr. Beaumont had done, he should have expected that 
the Conference would have deprived him of his oflice as a superintendent. 
They owed much to their own brethren, and to their people, who were 
supporting Methodism, some of whom came to the conclusion, that if 
agitation were permitted, they would leave the connexion. He hoped 
the Conference would do what it could to promote uniformity in the ad- 
ministration of discipline throughout the connexion, and that the Lord 
would make men who dwelt m one house to be of one mind. 

The £x-Pbesident could not be a party to a sinful compromise. 
There was a man who was doing his utmost to injnre Methodism ; there 
was a great agitation ; — there were district influences at work ; societies 
were inflamed ; and all these things continued for months. Under these 
circumstances a district meeting was held. It was apparent that this 
man had committed sin, in promoting such agitation. The superinten- 
dent of the circuit was directed to deal with him. Instead of doing so, 
the charges were preferred as those of the district meeting; no evidence 
was produced ; the meeting ended with an eulogium on the offender ; and 
to that day he was continued as a member and a leader. Had all super- 
intendents acted in that manner, the result would have been most disas- 
trous. With twelve months before them of possible agitation, how were 
they to support superintendents ? Were they to say, in cases where agi- 
tation existed, as £11 said to his sons, " Nay, my sons, it is no good re- 
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port that I hear; ye make the Lord's people to transgress ;" — and then 
do nothing to prevent it? Some might think it easier to say, ''I will 
hear a slight censure rather than meet the storm ;" but was that right ? 
Dr. Dixon talked of " mercy ;" hut let them consider how souls had been 
turned out of the way by these agitations. They owed mercy to their 
people, and to the young of their charge. They must maintain their 
discipline, from a deep sense of their duty to God and his cause. He 
(the Ex-President) should vote for the resolutions. 

Mr. Wm. Smith said the names of Doctors Dixon and Beaumont had 
influenced others. What the Conference did in this matter would have 
its effect. The case before them was an aggravated one, and in his judge* 
ment Dr. Beaumont should have been formally charged and tried. 

At this stage of the proceedings, there was a general call for 

Dr. Bunting, who said that he felt himself unable to addn.>ss the Con- 
ference, but he cordially concurred in the resolutions. The Methodist 
people were looking to the Conference to give a decided judgement on this 
case. They were dissatisfied with the evasive way in which Dr. Beaumont 
and his colleagues had acted. The Hinde- street circuit was, upon the 
whole, he believed, in no better condition* than Spitalfields circuit, where 
discipline had been enforced. An appeal had been made by several 
brethren to the platform for their opinion, but in bis judgement this was 
a case which especially called for the younger men to exert themselves. 
They would have to maintain the discipline of the Connexion when others 
had passed away. 

The further discusion of the subject was then adjourned. 

SATURDAY, August 10. 

The Fbbsident announced that he had received a letter from Mr. 
Armson, stating that though Mr. George had spent two or three days at 
Grantham, he had not observed anything in his conduct which seemed to 
demand the attention of Conference. 

OR. BBAUMOHT's CA8B RBBUMBD. 

Dr. Beaumont's case was again resumed. 

Dr. Bbaumont applied for a copy of the resolutions proposed on his 
case, which contained, as he said, averments which, if his ear had caught 
the sound correctly, were wholly incorrect. He characterized the resolu- 
tions as a document prepared by the platform, led on by Dr. Bunting. 

Mr. Kbbling declared that this was not the fact. 

Dr. Bunting said he had not even been consulted respecting them. 

The Prbsident observed that Dr. Beaumont bad no right to insinuate 
that a resolution read by one man to the Conference belonged to another. 
And that he ought to retract what he had said of Dr. Bunting. 

Dr. Beaumont replied that Dr. Bunting was, of course, right in what 
he said, and he (Dr. Beaumont) was wrong. He withdrew his assertion. 

The President remarked that if Dr. Beaumont wished to inspect the 
paper containing the resolutions, there would be no objection. 

The Sbcretaby suggested that Dr. Beaumont should have time to 
look over the paper leisurely. 

Dr. Beaumont replied that if the paper were handed to him to refer 
to as he proceeded, he would at once go on. 

The paper was accordingly handed to him. 

Dr. Beaumont then entered on his defence, which occupied one hour 
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and forty minutes. The first resolution stated that he had not carried 
the directions of the District Meeting into effect. This appeared to him 
a mystery, unintelligible, or if intelligible, untrue. The resolution was 
that he should take action against Mr. Grosjean. And had he not done 
so? The directions of the District Meeting had not been in his posses- 
sion twenty-four hours before he took action upon them. At the meeting 
of preachers arrangements were made for bringing Mr. Orosjean for trial. 
He Indeed (Dr. Beaumont) was out of town for some days afterwards ; 
but he performed his duty while away. He gave Mr. Grosjean notice of 
the day fixed upon for his trial, and made arrangements for its taking 
place. If any of the proceedings taken in Hinde-street on this matter had 
or should hereafter cause disaster, who was to answer for it ? " Not I, 
(continued the doctor) who only acted as I was bound to do, under tlie 
direction of others; but that District Meeting who so directed me. They 
took the matter out of my hands ; they took upon themselves the respon- 
sibility of action ; I was merely their agent — acting so much under their 
direction as I felt myself, by the constitution of our society, bound to 
act. How could I charge Mr. Grosjean with some of those charges men- 
tioned in that resolution which I did not believe ? How would yon have 
considered my conduct had I separated those accusations one from the 
other, and by my act some of them had failed ? I felt that if I acted 
nnder those resolutions I must act upon the whole of them, and the 
whole of them I could not myself act upon as of my own will and judge- 
ment ; and I therefore think I have cause to complain that those resolu- 
tions of the District Meeting debarred me from taking the course in my 
circuit which approved itself to me. I acted uprightly, sincerely, 
earnestly, conscientiously, scripturally. Your censure, indeed, of such 
conduct will be over in a day, but your and my conscience praise or 
blame for ever ! I could not do that foul, self-contaminating thing, to go 
before a leaders* meeting with a lie in my mouth, alleging against a 
brother with my lips what I disbelieved in my heart !" Dr. Beaumont 
did not blame Mr. Strachan for his retirement from the office he had 
undertaken if be felt called upon to do so ; but that retirement put him 
(Dr. B.) in a most difficult position. When Mr. Clegg offered to do 
what he could, he was unwilling that he should have to do it, because of 
his youth and standing, and lest he should damage himself. But what 
could be done ? Mr. Arthur, indeed, who believed the charges and ap- 
proved of them, and who he (Dr. B.) believed voted for the resolutions 
of the District Meeting, never proposed to assist him, and he certainly 
was the person to bring the charges, yet he of all the preachers in the 
Hinde-street circuit was the only one who had received the approval of 
the Conference. If indeed the District Meeting desired that he (Dr. B.) 
was to expel Mr. Grosjean, why did they not use that phrase ? Their 
meaning would then at the least have been intelligible. Dr. Beaumont 
maintained that he had fulfilled his duty as a member of tlie District 
Meeting ; if he had failed in obtaining what they desired, it was their 
own fault that they had not told him what that was, and then he 
might have seen whether it was possible or not. He had not told 
Mr. Grosjean that he had nothing against him; he had before the 
district meeting told him that be should require of him a full re- 
tractation of anything which he might be found to have said in public 
which might be found to be untrue in fact. The resolution spoke of the 
exaggeration of difftrences between him and his colleagues. This was 
called A finding. A pretty findiug, indeed ! Where was it fouud ? Was 
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it fbttnd htitt I H% h«d never had any difi«a«oeea with bis coiteag tu» ta 
exUflfrsrate ; he had fMtsed the year in great uuanmii^ «ith< them^' ' K« 
therefore repudiated, denied, and contemned thhJinfHng^ and refiMed>to 
he dealt with apoti an allegation so untrue* Anything whioh they^ jm'gbt 
do npon such •negations would he without foundation, nugatory, and> 
powerless. Dr. Beaumont wished to know who^im<< his reluctancw to 
extroise Methodistio discipline against a Methodistic offender? He (Orw- 
Beaumont) conld not^A* it, any further than any e-stimable man must ha 
nluctnot to punish. Had he shown any criminal nsluotaiioe t Whem 
was the evidence that he proceeded unwillingly ? He repudiated smd 
deftied it in every form of language that could he used! Of course, as that 
proceeded on a mistake, (he corollary that he proceeded in such a man» 
ner as to ensure the failure of the attempt to bring Mr. Oroejean to trial 
W8S also a mistake. With reference to Mr. Grosjean, had he not eecuiwd 
a retractation of a paltry misrepresentation ? Had he not remonstrated 
on his conduct, and brought it before a local preachers' meeting ? And 
flaally, had he not, when that gentleman had committed an act of eoD« 
tempt of the circuit meeting — had he not taken strong measures against 
him, and, indeed, suspended him from his office as a local preacher! It 
had been said that such a step was nothing I Nothing f He (Dr. Beau- 
mont) considered it a very important thing. He diilered with those who 
did not think that the deposing of a local preacher was an act of equal 
magnitude with the taking away of membership. A locial preacher wat> 
in the church, far above either a member or leader. 1'hese were man- 
made, human manufactured officers, but a preacher has a Divine call. 
The act of discipline exercised on a local preacher, was one of the highest^ 
In all cases except those of immorality, he contended that many step* 
should be taken before expulsion ; repeated remonstrances and Bu»pena)OD, 
I'hey Hhould rebuke, reprove, exhort, induce, and entreat, with all lon|t 
suffering, and Christian patience and forbearance. Have you all done 
so? (continued the doctor.) I trow not. 1 maintain and asitert here, thenv 
that, as well as a minister of Christ as a Methodist preacher, i have dono 
my duty. Dr. Beaumont then said that he formed his judgement on tlft 
word of (lod, in the first place, and then on the Minutes of Conference { 
nd aoeordin;: to that judgement so formed he had acted. If the Oonferenoe 
should consider that to act so was a failure of duty, he would regret ; 
but At could not but think, even then, that it was the performaaoe nf 
duty. That he had weakened the hands of his colleagues, he indignantly 
and forciby refuted; There was no difference of opinion between htm and 
his colleagues, and what obstruction did he ever throw in the way of tin 
aotioo of his colleagues. The next clause stated that his colleagues, after 
having collected the evidence, were not justified in giving up the easev 
and suffering it to go to the leaders' meeting without being sustained* 
Now, he begged them not to blame his colleagues. If censure must fall* 
(continued Dr. Beaumont) let it fall on me. Whatever was done, bt 
hoped would be done to him alone. He hoped that Mr.Straohan would 
not he considered as having done anything worthy of censure in giving 
up his office of accuser. Whatever may be your pie asore, I am prepared 
for it{ whatever you do, doit to roe alone; I can bear your displeastirtt 
by the help of a good conscience in its unbroken weight. On the wfaole>^ 
and what a whole it is !*~you say that you will censure this oouscieotiovw 
conduct of mine. 

Mr. W. M. BuMTiVQ : That it merits censure. 

Dr. BftAOMONT : Ah ! that indeed is worse. If indeed yoa bad ^o-- 
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c mi »d ta oMtiir* nw* I miirlit bave borne it I would bave tttribated it 
to obfoteation of ioteUtreC, to mental ▼adllatioo,tocootlitational timidity, 
to anaeeoiiDtable impulm ; bot how am I to bear the deaert of eentore ? 

00 vfaal grounds can yon allege that I merit it t I have i howo yoa 
that in the matter of Mr* Orosjean I have acted earoeatlyi sincerely, 
Imncstly, coostitntiooa]]>, upon the directions of the District Meeting. 
And have I neglected my drcoit } Have 1 cansed there desolation , devas* 
talion, mio, woe t Have I torn up and destroyed the tree of righteona- 
nessf Have 1 desolated the viney^ of the Lordf Have I scattered hie 
sheep f What have I dooef Look at the state of my circuit i maio« 
tain that no circuit in the district is so prosperous, yet in no cireuil is 
there a more extensive, vigorous, intellecinal sction ou important de- 
bateable pointa than there is in it With twelve backsliders, with twelve 
removals, I jet have for the last quarter an increase of eleven members. 
Do jou call that ruin and woe ? Some say Yea ! I ssy No I As to the 
atnews of war (the proofs of peaect) we have also great cause for con* 
gratulation. Our Kiogswood collections produced X47 : Chapel Fund 
oolleclions, JU7 4s. ; July oolleetions, £35 2s. 7d. ; yearly collections, 
MbQ ; Theological Institution subscriptions, £22 168. ; Superannuated 
Preachers* Subscriptions, £86 Is. Is that what you call ruin 7 We 
bave opened since the Isst Conference one new chapel, and a very im- 
portant one is now progressing. Is that desolation ? What have I 
done t I have gone for you all over the lend, by winter and summer, 
night and morning, early snd late, often exhausted ; sometimes with a 
feeble frame and a heavy heart, have I travelled, and preached, and 
spoken for yon ; for your chapels, your missions, your schools. And 
em I for this to be censured ? Do I for this merit censure ? I might 
have obtained your vole of thanks for separation, division, expulsion, 
atrife ; aud am I to be censured, bsving converted sinners, kept together 
the church, fed the sheep of our Lord Jesus Christ, estsblished the 
weak, exhorted and censured ihe nnrnly, and brought back the erring? 
Have I not sttended to my own Circa it I Look sgain to the Connexion. 
Dr. Newton has intimated thst there are rosny eyes upon yon, snd he 
aeemed also to intimate ihst those eres . were looking for my eondema- 
tion. You must not suffer those ejes to influence you. There sre also 
other eyes, which may look upon me with other sentiments. In preach- 
ing Christ's gospel, in all my journeyings, I have injured no man's 
character. I have gathered op no scandal. I have never mrd* 
died with Oonnexional matters iii my intercourse with our people. 
My wish has been to promote the eause of my Saviour, snd this 
motive haa sctuated me in the government of my circuit. I believe I 
have promoted its best inieresis. If yon think the contrsry, I regret it 

1 am told 1 hsve discoursged others in their course, forsooth! NY ho 
are these! Are they my exemplars — in labours more abundant — more 
unceasing, more sincere! My seniors or my juniors! My models by 
attainments, success, piety, age? An they to s»k me to follow them, 
or am I to say, do a* I do f It all the superintendents of circnite in 
Ihia Connexion had acted aa I have done and do, what would be now 
the atate of the Connexion t Better than it it 9 (Cries of " No, no,** 
and ** Yes, yea.**) Mr. Duncan, indeed, has said thst I must have been 
ouoTinecd of the charge of Mr. Orosjean's having acted improperly io 
Exeter Hall. Of course I was; but sm I to cut a man off from Christ's 
holy church becsuse he proposes sn amendment at a public meeting f 
Ch]4 fochidi Mr. Prest in hia anxiety to injure me, went baek to the 

L 
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time of Dr. W«mn, ia 1835. What «oin|fthiiDt Itts Mt. Pveii to vft 
against my eooductf To throw out dark hints, to allada to indistinciC 
zuiooiurs, for the pnipoae of damaging my case— ia that the part of h 
brother f . And why did Mr. Prest take Uiat tronhle ? What does ht 
know abont it } In 1835 I was stationed at Edinbnrgh, and an atdnona 
and trying year I had indeed of it If I misbehaved myself, why di4 
not Mr. Prest bring me up then, not now% It is said that I piououneed aa 
eulogium on Mr. Qrosjean. And did not Mr. Sherman the aamet Why 
did yon not blame Mr. Sherman ? As to Mr. Battenbuiy, whom I must 
here call '* grand inquisitor^* — (Cries of ** Order, order.") 

The P&BsiDBHT said that Dr. Beaumont must retraet— that hmgwage 
of that sort was disorderly. 

Dr. BsAUMOiTT said, if anything I have said is improper, I win will- 
ingly retract it. And as to Mr. Rattenbury, I pass by his numerous ae- 
casations as having little bearing on the ease. Mr. Wm. Bunting baa 
said tliat the platform must decide the question now at issue ; but Dr. 
Bunting, on the other hand, has referred to the yovnger members aa 
the proper persons to come forward and settle it. Now, to all parties, 
in conclusion, 1 appeal. I appeal to your justice. Dr. Dixon has 
made some remarks about graee and mercy. I cannot appeal to you for 
mercy. I do not appeal to you either for mercy or grace. I ask for 
justice, and justice only. I claim my rights. Sensible, indeed, I am 
of having many shortcomings before my God ; but sure I am of having 
done my duty to the church, that I do not deserve any censure at your 
hands. I ask for justice, and justice alone. I ^»peal not for mercy. I 
leave my case to the justice of the Gonferenee. I believe I have done 
my duty, and I shall be glad if the Conference should decide that I 
have done so. 

Mr. Abtbub made some observations respeeting an imputation which 
Dr. Beaumont appeared to have cast upon him of having given infor- 
mation which ought to have been regarded as strictly private. He (Mr. 
A.) denied that he had done so. Dr. Beaumont's own statement had 
sufiSciently disproved it 

Dr. Beaumont said he had eVery respect for Mr. Arthur, and had no 
intention to reflect upon him. He had been perfectly satisfied with him 
as his colleague, and should be glad to co-operate with him as such 
anywhere. 

Mr. JoHH Wbblbt Thomas said he had felt a backwardness and 
delicacy in intruding himself on this very serious and important oec»> 
sion, lest he should appear to retain any personal feeling from the little 
difference between him and Dr. Beaumont at the last Conference. But 
he could assure the Doctor that no such feeling existed. It might seem 
an invidious thing to advocate even comparative severity, but he was of 
opinion that in all the circumstances of the case, the proposed resoln- 
tions were not severe at all. A comparison had been made between 
this case and that of Mr. Walker in favour of Dr. Beaumont; but he 
(Mr. T.) did not think this comparison fair to Mr. Walker. There was 
another comparison that might be made — ^between this ease and that of 
Mr. Rowland. For certain expressions, which were published withont 
his consent, Mr. Rowland had not only been censured, but deposed 
from his office, and incapacitated from again filling it for some time IS 
come. Were laws to be like cobwebs, which catch small flies, and let 
great ones break through f What, tlien, became of their fanpairtialicy*^ 
Uieir justice f Dr. Beaumont might have annmisd np the whole of bis 
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■pe tek in % sio|^ void, Nsfo, tot he denied ererytliSng. He aslced 
Af the dietriet meetmg did not leqaife him to expel Mr. Orosjeant 
How eoold they diieet him to expel • man nntried ? What they said, in 
tfleet, was, ''Try him, and do justly." Dr. Beaumont, he believed, did 
MMpend Mr. Orogeaa hy hia own aothority, when that aathority was 
ttacked. This waa homan nature — lo ery oat against the aothority it 
does not poaaeaa; and employ and often to ahose the power which it 
doeapoaaesa. Dr. Beanmont had told them that excommunication is a 
weiy awfnl thing, and ought only to be inflicted for immorality — for 
breaking the commandments of Ood. Bat are not the precepts of the 
New Teatameot the eommaadments of God ? Is not nnrepented slander 
immorali^f Is there no apostolic sanction for excluding from the 
church those who hrcak its peace, and fling the torch of discord into the 
poech of heaven ? ** A man that is a heretic^ — a msker of parties in the 
chnieh — " rgeet, after the first and second admonition." '* I know thy 
worksy and labour, and patience, and how thou canst not bear them 
that are evil ; and how thou hast tried them that say they are apostles 
and are not, and have found them liars." Ton may call exeommnoica' 
tion, 11 you please, a consigning to the worid that lieth in the wicked 
one ; but it is a painful alternative, a last reeonrce tor those who are 
persiaient in evil ; not only a punishment, but a moral lesson, to the 
party himself; and he commended to Dr. Beaumont's consideration, 
and to that of all the brethren who may be placed, as he had been, in 
diflicult eireumstaneea, the example and wozds of St. Paul — ** Holding 
faith and a good conscience, which some having put away, concemii.g 
faith have made shipwreck. Of whom are Hymeneus and Alexander 
whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to 
ealumniate." 

Mr. F. J. JoBSOv said, in ordinary cases he was aeeustomed to leave 
others to express his thoughts, and by waiting for a time he generally 
fldund one or more of his brethren expressed them better than be could 
expresa them himself; but there were some cases in which it became a 
minister to speak for himself^ and this was one of them. Indeed he felt 
loo strouf^y cooeeming it to be silent. In his estimation the subject 
waa moat importa!it,«->not merely as relating to Dr. Beanmont and the 
Hinde-street circuity or the disciplinary proceedings of the Conference 
for this year, but also in its relation to the maintenance of Wesleyan 
order and government throughout the connexion for many years to come. 
He had felt deep regret for the situation of Dr. Beaumont, and had hoped 
that he would have said something to his brethren, which would have 
enabled them to relieve him; and last evening he (Mr. J.) bad formed 
the purpose, and had cherished that purpose daring wakefal hoars in the 
nlj^t^ — that he would propose the introduction of a clanse into the reso- 
lution before the Conference, which would mo<lify and soften down some 
of its stronger terms ; — he had resolved to propose, in the place of the 
words *' merita the censure of the Conference" — ** the Conference con- 
teuta itself with the expression of its disapprobation, with the hope that 
in Aitnre Dr. Beaumont wiU be found more prompt and more faithful in 
the administration of Wealeyan discipline:" bat he confessed that, 
after the self-justiffing speech to which he had listened, he had 
ao such hope, and now he was driven to vote for the reso- 
iatiAB in its original form, and with the terms he had desired to 
aopeiaeda. And he should do so with the belief that, for the case, 
the seaololMW was mild and mercifhL He felt with Dr. Dixon, that 
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his personal need of mercy from God was so great, that he ought to be 
mercifnl to the utmost to others, but after what had been stated in the 
way of defence — attempting to justify what Conference declared to be a 
serious defect in the performance of a superintendent's duty, and afford- 
ing no reason to hope for greater faithfulness in the time to come, — it 
was iu his mind a question, whether to a minister making sueh a defenee 
any circuit in Methodism ought to be entrusted ; and in such circum- 
stances he felt that the phrase "merits censure*' was very mercifol. 
This he had no doubt was the feeling of the Conference generally, and 
that most of the ministers present would vote for the resolution ; 
but he had determined to take an open unmistakeable part in this and 
all such cases, and therefore he had occupied the time of his brethren to 
say how he should vote, and what were the reasons that influenced him. 

Mr. R. YouNO was anxious to come to a right conclusion. It was his 
decided opinion that Dr. Beaumont had been most UDfaithful in the ad- 
ministration of discipline, which had produced painful results not only 
in his own circuit but in others. His conduct had emboldened agitation, 
and had rendered the administration of discipline in some places more 
difficult than it otherwise would have been. Yet, while these were his 
(Mr. Y.'s) views, he would offer to the eonsideration of the Conference 
some mitigating circumstances in his favour. First, Dr. Beaumont did 
attempt to carry into effect the decision of the District Meeting, but he 
failed: there he had committed a culpable blunder; but he had never- 
theless made the attempt. Secondly, Dr. Beaumont had said, that if he 
failed he was sorry for it. He (Mr. Young) wished to mark that expres- 
sion. Thirdly, he acknowledged his error in admitting a reporter into 
the Leaders' Meeting who was not a member of it. Fourthly, he had 
commenced the exercise of discipline on Mr. Grosjean, and from an inti- 
mation he had given the Conference, they might expect that more strin- 
gent measures would follow. He (Mr. Young) thought these mitigating 
circumstances should exert an influence on the Conference. He would 
encounter anything rather that sacrifice discipline ; bat if the justice of 
the case could be met without the would ^ eensure,** he should rejoiee. 
The " censure" of the Conference was a terrible, a crashing thing. He 
would rather die than incur it. If then the justice of the case could •be 
met with less, he should be thankful. He wished unanimity, and wonld 
say—** mark the offence, but spare the offender." 

Dr. Dixox felt what he believed every brother assembled must feel» 
that great results rested on the decision of the Conference regarding this 
case, either one way or the other. He must take the liberty of saying 
that Re thought the resolutions too general, and in some respects too 
particular and minute. The resolutions affirmed facts which Dr. Beau- 
mont denied as facts. Now, for instance, the resolutions stated that Dr. 
Beaumont (he forgot the terms) hesitated to act on the instructions of 
the District Meeting. {** No, no.") 

Mr. Cbowthbb said the words were, that he (Dr. Beaumont) did not 
carry out the resolutions of the District Meeting. 

Dr. Dixon supposed he was mistaken about that He had listened 
with great interest to Dr. Beaumont's denials. He had found that in 
twenty- four hours after the resolutions of the District Meeting, Dr. Beau* 
mont had taken some action in the case. He supposed his action was 
not what the District Meeting wished, desired, and intended ; but Dr. 
Beaumont told them that he had acted in good faith on the resolutions 
of the District Meeting. He (Dr. Dixon) must take the liberty of saying 
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•43iat these resolntions went a little too fax in the way of indiotment; p«M:- 
ticulars were put in. Now he thought Dr. Beaumont might have erred ; 
his judgement was liahle to eccentncities like other folks ; hut he could 
not believe that the Doctor in that affair had acted dishonestly. (Dries 
of ** no, no.") Well, he would not embarrass them by going into details. 
He thought he understood the spirit of the Conference,— first, they 
meant to re-affirm the authority of District Meetings ; — (" yes, yes'*)— 
secondly, they meant to maintain it (** Yes, yes.") Well, let them re- 
member the peculiarities of the case. Let them consider how difficult it 
was for a man to do what was agreeable to a great aggregation of men. 
For many months, Dr. Beaumont, like himself, as they knew, had been 
left to the exercise of his own judgement ; but when they had interposed 
and determined that their discipline should be carried out, he bad endea> 
Toured to comply with their wiU. He (Dr. Dixon) submitted that a new 
affirmation of their purpose to maintain their own discipline, without 
using the crushing term " censure," would serve their purpose. ('* No, 
no.'') Well, he differed from those who differed from him. He was 
more of a practical man than some of them thought him to be. He did 
not know whether the term *< disapproval" would meet the case ; but he 
begged the substitution of that term for the word " censure." 

Mr. Rule seconded Dr. Dixon's motion. 

Mr. S. Jackson said, — If I understand the mind of the brethren, it is 
their firm and united purpose to uphold our system of discipline. The 
effect of our decision this day is to be, to tell our people, through the 
length and breadth of the land, so that there can be no mistake, that 
there is to be no repetition of the things which have transpired in the 
Hinde-street circuit, during the past year. All parties are distinctly to 
understand, that if any member of society deem it right to go into other 
eircuits for the purpose of agitating our societies, he is to be brought be- 
fore the Leaders' meeting to which he is amenable ; and if any minister, 
in future, refuse to deal with such a man, there is a Conference in exist- 
ence which will assuredly deal with him. There is also to be an end of 
what, the other day, was called "shuffling;" and three or four ministers, 
in the same circuit, are not to consider that they have done their duty by 
merely throwing the responsibility one upon another. Taking it for 
granted, therefore, that these high ends are to be secured, then comes the 
question, — How, or by what course, they are most likely to be attained ? 
Several speeches, delivered by a respected individual, appear to me to 
proceed upon the principle, that the great ends of government are to be 
attained by the mere exercise of mercy. If there is any community of 
human beings, civil or ecclesiastical, which has been preserved in order, 
on such a principle, I for one should like to know where it is ; or, if any 
man thmk such a state of things to be possible in theory, I should wish 
to hear the arguments by which he seeks to support it; only adding, that 
they should be clear and strong, since it is my settled opinion, that such 
a state of things never did, and never will, and never can, subsist. Ano- 
ther expedient, by which we may at once gratify our kindly feelings, and 
maintain our rules, is, to connect the exercise of mercy in this particular 
ease, with a resolution that this act shall not in future be pleaded as a 
precedent But this course involves a principle which governments, 
wishfal to preserve the authority of their laws, have not yet ventured to 
adopt It has also been suggested, that, in Uiis case, mercy may be ex- 
ercised without damage to our laws, on the ground of a probable improve- 
uavnt hk the conduct of the party now under eousideration., But to remit 
L 8 
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a merited penalty, because the offender is penitent, and likely to amend, 
is a coarse of proceeding nniversally deemed incompatible with the main- 
tenance of the authority of law. Like all the rest of my brethren, I also 
feel a pleasure in the exercise of mercy, and am so desirous to shew all 
proper kindness in this particular case, that I hare thought of another 
expedient, by which this may properly be done. That is, for the Confer- 
ence to take upon itself a part of this blame, by admitting it had made 
an improper appointment, and imposed on a particular minister duties to 
which he was unequal. But this also would be perilous, as men, who 
Yoluntarily undertake an office, must be held responsible for the perform- 
ance of its duties. Hitherto mankind have found ont no way by which 
the authority of law can be upheld, and order preserved, without the in- 
fliction of punishment, in one form or another, and this has always been, 
to all the parties concerned, a very painful process. For my own part, I 
am deeply troubled and distressed by all the circumstances of fhe case 
now under consideration. In administering the laws, and sustaining the 
government of our country, our judges are continually compeUed to do 
violence to their own feelings. My hope and desire is, that all the ten- 
derness will be shown on this occasion, which is consistent with the at- 
tainment of the great ends to which we have already referred. But, at 
all risks, our laws must be upheld, and there must be no repetition of 
the things which form the subject of the present complaint, and I call 
upon you, sir, and the brethren, to make up your minds at once to endure, 
as far as may be necessary, all that may be painful and distressing, in 
maintaining unimpaired that system of discipline which has been com- 
mitted to our trust 

Mr. W. L. TnoBiTToir said — One of the most venerated members of the 
Conference having appealed on this question to the junior ministers, he 
would venture to give expression to his own deep and serions convictions- 
He could earnestly desire to spare Dr. Beaumont the pain and humilia- 
tion inseparable from thA censure of this Conference ; but, remembering 
the enormity of the offence against our church discipline which Mr. Qros- 
jean had committed, and the suppression or neglect of evidence actually 
in possession, by which he might have been clearly convicted; and, 
especially taking into account that which he (the speaker) could not but 
regard as the consummation of the ecclesiastical sin now complained of, 
but in regard to which. Dr. B. had been significantly silent, — viz., that 
instead of dealing with the case as the district meeting directed, the su- 
perintendent had consented to put from the chair of the Leaders' meeting 
a vote of esteem and confidence in favour of the notorious offender, he 
oould not hesitate as to the vote soon to be g^ven. It always gave him 
pain to concur in any proceeding that looked like severity ; but here our 
discipline had been trifled with— had been trampled upon. The direc- 
tion of the presbytery had been practically set at nought ; and a case 
arose for the interference of this venerable body. For the reasons above 
given, and for a deeper reason, — namely, the tendency of their entire 
strife against the ministry, he must contend for the word *' censure." He, 
for one, could not consent to anything that went to favour the design, too 
evident, of wresting the pastoral crook from the hands of his fathers and 
brethren. 

Mr. Hbnbt Davis inquired whether the Conference was prepared to 
submit the motion, or aoy modification of it, to a vote ? 

There were general cries of ** motion." 

The PsssinsiTT observed, that he had been anxious to affonl aiuH 
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opportunity of discussion on the case; but if the Conference thought that 
sofficieot time had been spent upon it, and that it would he suitable now 
to come to a rote, well. (Cries of" motion.") 

Mr. W. M. BoNTiHO thought it a pity that the moral effect of the deci- 
sion shonid be endangered by putting all the clauses together. He sug- ' 
gested that they should be put seriatim. He also wished to suggest some 
Terba] alterations, which he was willing to submit to the mover of the 
resolution. 

Dr. Bunting objected to be considered the author of the resolutions 
which were before the Conference. Dr. Beaumont had attributed their 
authorship to him, and those who claimed Dr. Beaumont as favourable 
to their views, often so attributed the origin of things to hin^ (Dr. Bunt- 
ing), as though nothing was done but he must be the doer of it. Kow 
this was unfair, for it was not correct. He was for the reading of the 
clauses seriatim. There was one in particular, on which he wished to 
offer some remarks. 

This course being agreed on, the resolutions were again read to the 
Conference, and, after the verbal alterations suggested, were considered 
in detail. 

Dr. Aldeb said, he felt desirous to give a decided vote ; but he could 
not do so without looking at the state of the Hinde-street circuit for the 
last two or three years. He felt wishful to give Dr. Beaumont and his 
colleagues all the advantages arising from that consideration. He, there- 
fore, begged to suggest the following addition to the resolutions — ^* But, 
taking into consideration all the circumstances of that circuit, the Con- 
ference abstains from inflicting censure in the present instance.'* 

This addition was objected to and negatived. 

A further discussion ensued on the meaning of the word censure, and 
tiie propriety of substituting some other term sufficiently expressive of the 
judgement of the Conference, which led 

Mr. Keelino, the mover of the resolutions, to say, that the Conference 
might, if it thought proper, — ^though he did not recommend it,— instead 
of using the words '* merits censure," adopt, as a substitution, the phrase 
— "is viewed by the Conference with strong disapprobation, and with 
feelings of fraternal grief and disappointmeut" 

Mr. Maodonald believed, if that phrase was substituted, it would tend 
to more unity in the decision than anything else. 

Mr. OsBORN inquired, what was the use of unity, if their discipline 
were sacrificed ? What was the proposal ? In fact, it was to say, that 
their discipline must be sacrificed. He would ask the Conference to look 
at the question, as men invested with the trust of John Wesley's doctrine 
and discipline. What would he have said, if a man had taken his course 
in opposition to the wUl of his brethren ? , He wished to look at the 
qaesuon with the calmness becoming it The brethren of the minister 
concerned had directed him (Dr. Beaumont) to take a certain course ; 
that minister, instead of doing so, in order to bring discipline to bear 
against a man who had made the connexion a reproach before the world, 
and who was a member of a confederacy designed to break down Metho- 
dism and bring in Independency, — instead of doing his duty, he allowed 
that man to protest against the District meeting. Was not that giving 
up one of their vital principles ? After meeting in 1828, in that very 
chapel, in support of the authority of district meetings, and with the best 
results, were they now prepared to give it up ? 

Dr. BxAtTMONT rose to order. Mr. Osbom was introducing new 
auutor. 
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The Prsbtdbkt reminded Dr. Beaumont, that he aUowed the Mlest 
discussion, and that Mr. Osbom was the speaker. 

Mr. OsBOBN, in continuation, said, be was speaking to the question. 
The Conference was the pastor of Dr. Beaumont : it was the shepherd of 
the shepherds. If Dr. Beaumont said, that he had protested against the 
conduct of a member at a Leaders' meeting, who objected to the inter- 
ference of a District meeting, he (Mr. O.) should be happy to hear it. 

Dr. BfiADMOKT said, he had protested. 

Mr, OsBOBN — Then he would fall back on the general argument. The 
person accused Was notoriously a member of a conspiracy, designed to 
subvert Methodism and introduce Independency. If they intended to 
allow men, who told them that they would not submit to the interference 
of a district meeting, to proceed unchecked, they in effect^ introduced In- 
dependency. He would not have troubled the Conference, but from a 
oonviction that a crisis had arrived in their history. I'hey were called to 
give a decision, whether what they had received from their fathers should 
go down pure to posterity or not. He was prepared to take the conse- 
quence of preserving it. The individual accused had been declared by a 
resolution of the Leaders' meeting, ft'ee from blame. The superinten- 
dent had put the resolution from the chair. So far from doing his duty, 
he had stood upon a technicality. His argument, in effect, had been — 
*' There is n9 accuser, therefore there is no charge ; — there is no cham, 
therefore there is no blame." He ventured to say, that, even forty years 
of service, — and, he rejoiced, of valuable service, — to the oopnexion, 
ought not to be considered sufficient to shield any man from censure, at 
the sacrifice of the connexional principle. No man ought, by forty years 
of service, to be exempted from solemn censure, when he deserved cen- 
sure. He would thankfully waive any such consideration for the sake of 
kind feeling, if he could ; but was it possible for him not to feel, that, 
after forty years of service, the same event might happen to him ? Still, 
the solemn trust committed to him was at stake ; and in spite of his feel- 
ings, he must vote according to his principles. As he would not betray 
the trust committed to him by those venerable men in whose pulpits he 
had been permitted to preach, and some of whose ashes rested just be- 
hind them, he must vote for censure. Dr. Dixon had reminded them of 
mercy ; but the Book, to which they owed all their teaching, told them to 
exercise mercy after penitence had been expressed : ** If Snj brother sin 
against thee seven times a day, and seven times a day say, I repent, thou 
shalt forgive him." But when a brother, instead of saying that, says he 
must take his choice between offending God and offending this Confer- 
ence — if he could not say, " I am sorry, and will do so no more," — then 
that brother was not in a fit state for receiving the exercise of evangeli- 
cal mercy. They were told to err on the side of mercy. If they erred at 
all, it woald be on that sid6. He considered that they ought to have 
adopted Mr. Samuel Jackson's suggestion, as to the unfitness of Dr. 
Beaumont as a superintendent of a circuit. 

After some further remarks on the word ** censure," and on some 
equivalent terms that were mentioned, 

The Sbcbbtabt observed that they were attempting in vain to dilute 
the word. They had evidently found the right term, and it was in vain 
to try to substitute another. 

The motion being called for, 

The SxcBBTABT read the resolutions again. 

The amendment was also read, which Dr. Dixon desired to irUhdraw, 
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that another, proposed by Mr. Wm. Buntihq, might be substituted for it 
This however was objected to on a point of order. 

Dr. Dixon's amendment, that the word "disapprobation** should be 
substituted for " censure" was submitted to the Conference, and obtained 
some say sixteen, and others upwards of twenty votes. 

The amendment of Mr. Wm. Buntikq — ** That the Conference viewed 
the conduct of Dr. Beaumont with the strongest displeasure, and fraternal 
grief and disappointment," was put and obtained seventy-five votes. 

The original motion — that the conduct of Dr. Beaumont *' merited 
censure," was then submitted to the Conference, and was carried by an 
overwhelming minority. 

The Pbesidsht put the original motion in the negative, and it ap- 
peared that only six hands were held up for it. 

When the votes were taken on Dr. Dixon's amendment, it was thought 
by some brother near Dr. Beaumont that a larger number than twenty- 
one had voted for that amendment. Dr. Beaumont therefore made some 
observation to that effect, which seemed to reflect on the accuracy of the 
announcement from the chair. 

At the close of the voting the Pbbbident referred to Dr. Beaumont's 
remark on this point, which led him (the President) to inquire whether 
Dr. Beaumont really meant to question his integrity in making the 
unnonncement of numbers. Dr. Beaumont immediately replied that he 
had the brightest confidence in the integrity of the President — he had 
not the slightest blame to attach to the chair throughout the whole dis- 
cussion, — and he had every confidence in his impartiality and justice. 

In the case of Mr. Strachan, a motion regretting the course he had 
pursued was also unanimously passed. 



MONDAY, AUGUST 12. 

The examination of character was proceeded with. 

The two Welsh districts and the Birmingham district were gone, 
through. 

The consideration of the character of the missionaries then succeeded. 

Mr. Ikglis objected to the conduct of the general superintendent of 
the West Indian missions, Mr. Edmondson, who he (Mr. Inglis) believed 
had lost in a great degree the confidence of his brethren. 

The Conference now proceeded to consider certain cases of the admin- 
istration of discipline in various disturbed circuits, which cases had been 
passed over at the time when the ministers' names occurred, and the con- 
sideration of them deferred to the end of the question of character. 

The first which occurred was Spitalfields. 

The very lengthy minutes of Uie Speciid District Meeting were read . 
The reception and confirmation of them were moved, seconded, and 
passed, without a single observation being made upon them. 

It then appeared that the stationing committee had referred the re- 
appointment of Dr. Beaumont to the Hinde-street circuit to the decision 
of the Conference, with an intimation of doubt whether his appointment 
for a third year should take place. 

After what had occurred the Conference was now disposed to refer the 
consideration of this matter again to the stationing committee. 

To that course Dr. Beaumont demurred. He thought that in the 
fowlutions which the Conference had already passed the whole of his 
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ease had been disposed of. He had not antloljMted the judgement 

had already been passed upon him. \ 

It was however determined to leave the matter to the stationing com- 
mittee to express their opinion upon it in the first instance. It must of 
course be finally decided on by the Conference. 

There were in addition several minor matters which required to be 
settled before the stationing committee could again meet, and these 
chiefly occupied the Conference during the remainder of the moming 
sitting ; as for instance, ** What circuits required additional preachers ?" 
'* What circuits found it necessary to diminish the number of their 
preachers ?" Several generous offers were made by individuals, in urgent 
oases, to provide for the consequent expenses of such appointments, 
which the Conference gratefully accepted. 

Evening Sitting, 

The same business was continued as in the forenoon. 

Many very striking cases occurred in which the circuits found it neces- 
sary to give up part of the staff of ministers. The case of Nottingham 
stood out prominently from the rest, and occupied a good deal of time. 
It was allowed that the state of things in that town was very deplorable in 
the desertion of the chapels and in the diminution of members. It was 
proposed by the officers of the society to take a preacher less than laat 
year. But the Conference was very unwilling to accede to this, and it 
was finally agreed that three preachers, as last year, should be sent. 

Various o^er nearly similar cases occurred, and presented considerable 
difficulties. 

In the midst of the evening sitting, 

The Pbesident announced the arrival in the Conference of Dr. 
M'Clintock, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America. 

He was introduced on the platform, and the Faesioent addressed him 
to the following effect : — '* I have great pleasure, Dr. M'Clintook, in giv- 
ing yon a hearty, a Christian, and a Methodistical welcome. Though 
not hitherto personally known to yon, I have through a mutual friend 
that kind of knowledgCe of your character and attainments which must 
render our meeting an event interesting to myself. I should have had 
the pleasure of seeing you sooner, but the Conference was engaged on two 
or three cases of character, in which you could not be expected to Isel 
any great interest. But as soon as the Conference was about to return 
to its ordinary business, I hastened to inform you tliat I should be happy 
to see you ; and I now repeat that it gives me great pleasure to assure 
you of our cordial welcome." 

Dr. M'Climtock said : " It has been for many years my most ardent 
wish to be permitted to attend the sittings of the British Conference. I 
am most happy that this wish is now gratified. For several days I have 
wished for admission into your assembly. To-day I have learnt that 
what I had begun to apprehend did not exist There was I learn no in^ 
disposition to admit me, but that the delay resulted from the oiroam- 
stance you have adverted to. As that wish of my heart is now gratified, 
I have great pleasure in embracing the privilege, and in assuring you 
that I look upon this as a happy day.'' 

After the circuits had been gone through, the inquiry came on — ** Who 
is to be the Governor of the Taunton School ?'' Mr. Yevers having retirsd 
for want of health. 

The directors petitioned the Conferoooe to appoint Mr* Haswtll to tk^ 



oAFee ; Imt Mr. Faswell was pledged to go baek for a third year to tbo 
Leeds third circuit; and the reasons which existed for his retom to that 
town were jnd ged to be very forcible. 

It was then proposed that Mr. Hobson should take t,he appointment of 
Taunton for one year, and that then Mr. Haswell be appointed. 

Tliis was ohjeeted to by several of the brethren as unseemly. 

The case was finally referred to a committee, which was directed to 
meet without delay, and give their opinion upon it. 

The report of the Book Committee was then received and adopted. 

Thanks were voted to the President for the presentation of a copy of 
his presidential sermon to each of the preachers. 

Thanks were also voted to several other writers, including Mr. Welch, 
of Hull ; Mr. Smith, of Camborne; the Rev. S. Jackson, &c., for their 
publications upon the present agitation. 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 13. 

After the reading of the record of the preceding day, the report of the 
committee on the governorship of the Taunton School was received. It 
recommended that Mr. Hobson should for the present year be appointed 
the governor of the school, with the understanding that Mr. Haswell 
should take it at the end of a year. 

The Conference passed a unanimous rote of thanks to Mrs. Ward, of 
Hitehen, for having built and furnished a minister's house, at the eipense 
of jSIOOO, and legally settled it in trust for the use of the Conference. 

A similar vote was presented to Mr. Wardle, of Leek, for having, at 
bis own expense, built and legally settled a house, for the perpetual use of 
a minister, worth £750. 

All things being prepared for the meeting of the Stationing Committee, 
to revise the stations, they, with the President and Secretary, left the 
Conference this forenoon. 

Mr. Samuel Jackson took the President's place, 

SSPOJIT OF TBB SCHOOL COMMITTBB. 

The report of the School Committee was then submitted to the Con 
ference, and it was agreed that a general collection on behalf of the New 
Kingswood School should be made not later than the second Sunday in 
April next. 

CHAPBL COMMIfTKB. 

Mr. W. Kelk, the Secretary, read to the Conference the Report of this 
Committee. The substance of that Report has already been given. The 
cases in which the final debts left upon Chapels have exceeded the debts 
allowed by the Committee, and in which Chapels ha^e been built without 
leave, were reported to the Conference, and particular inquiries were made 
respecting them. The Superintendents of the several Circuits in which 
such cases occurred were interrogated, and suitable directions and admo- 
ttftiDns were giren. The extravagant expenditure on organs was remarked 
upon by Dr. Bunting, Dr. Beaumont, Messrs. Jobson, Prest, Loutlt, and 
Others ; and it was resolved that cautionary measures to prevent such ex- 
travagant expenditure in future should be employed. Thanks were given 
to the Chairman, Secretary, and members of the Chapel- Building Com- 
MiCee. The able and elaborate Report showed that they had been most 
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Iftboriout and persevering in their endeat'onn to serve Methoditm ia this 
department of its working, and that they have strong claims upon the 
gratitude of the Connexion. 

SABBATH COMMITTBB. 

The Rev. Robert Newstbad read the report of the committee, which 
was accepted. The thanks of the Conference were presented to the oonu 
mittee — to Mr. Newstead as the Secretary, and to Mr. Heald, M.P., in 
particular, for his Parliamentary support of the measures adopted for 
promoting the observance of the Sabbath. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14. 

CATBCBUMBN CLASSB8. 

Mr. S. Jacksov, who was in the chair, observed that lest be should 
be regarded as an advocate he would, with the permission of the Confer- 
ence, vacate the chair, and request Dr. Banting to preside. 

Dr. BuNTiNO took the chair, to the evident gratification of the 
Conference. 

Mr. Samubl Jackson said — Methodism, as I understand It, is designed 
to spread scriptural holiness throughout the land, and to hasten the mil- 
lennium, when the earth shall be filled with evangelical light and purity. 
In the Catechumen movement, our interests harmonize with onr duty. 
Our people are trained to action, and accustomed to success; — that 
several thousands of members be added to our society every year is essen- 
tial to our peace and quiet as a religious community ; — it is needful that 
our energies be fully enlisted. While the agency of our people is em- 
ployed under the direction of our ministers, these great results are likely 
to be advanced. That which is now to be submitted to the Conference 
has been well considered. The entire catechumen question, both in 
its principles and details, has, for years, occupied my earnest and 
prayerful attention ; and I would sooner lose my right hand than re* 
commend any thing for adoption, which did not appear likely to 
promote the 7)rosperity of Methodism, and the happiness of onr 
country and of the world. No schedules have been sent into the 
circuits this year, for this reason — last year 1 paid for them myself — this 
year I thought my money must be put into a different channel : this will 
account for the catechumen committee having no statistics to return, and 
their report chiefly consists in a request to the Conference to grant three 
or four things, small in appearance, but great and important, as we think, 
in their tendency and probable results. In the first place, we ask thaC a 
list of select scriptural lessons, for the year 1851, two for each week, for 
the use of schools, families, and catechumen classes, be prapaied, 
and sold at the book-room, to those ministers who may order them. 
One effect of this arrangement will be to bring about a better understand- 
ing between the teachers in Sunday and daily schools, heads of fanoJliea, 
and ministers, to lead to a more complete co-operation, and bring their 
united energies to bear upon the minds of our young people, and incCF- 
santly to advance their evangelical instmction and salvation. In the next 
place, we ask that some sort of tickets or tokens be prepared by the book 
room, sold to the ministers who may order them, and by them be distn* 
buted quarterly to the catechumena This is a simple and innocent ez- 
jpcdieat in itself, but of great moral force. Every Weideytto mtoialBr 
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wishes to- find liftr name in the prioted minntes, and private roea^heni 
aftaelr impartance. fee their society tidtets; and youug: people greatljr 
valae a similar docnmeot, because it is to them a visible and palpable 
proof that they are acknowledged by their ministers as parties receiving 
instruction, and whose conduct is satisfactory. Children under tea years 
4lf Age •gcncnUy act in obedience to their parents. Ailter that age they 
bepin f^daalfy to determine and act for themselves, and then it becomes 
ttir duly fidiafidence their minds by moral means, and lead them in (he 
right «ay« We further request that the number of catechumens in each 
circuit be returned from year to year, in connexion with the members of 
the adult society, and persons admitted on trial. This would foster the 
notion that our young people occupy a sort of middle position between 
our schools and our churches, and that they are expected by men, and 
required by God, religiously to advance with their years, and to move 
on to an act of faith in Christ and a voluntary union with his people. 
Ano^er thing we ask of the Conference is, that while the committee have 
pMnu*, as in the last year, to add to their number, they be also authorized 
to associate with themselves one minister in each district, who may co- 
operate with them in this work. Such an arrangement would tend to 
increase the number of such classesi, and extend their benefits throughout 
ttna CotMiexion. We also ask permission to be permitted, as last year, to 
solicit funds for the support of the catechist in France. These requests 
may appear to be trivial in themselves, but if granted by the Conference 
tills work will be gradually and unitedly taken up by our ministers and 
people, and result in a rapid and unparalleled Increase in the mem- 
tiers of our adult societies. 

Mr. BA«roN wished to know whether any catechumeu schedule had 
been issued and returned for this year f 

• Mr. Jackson : No ; schedules bad been used last year, but they had 
been prepared at Ins own expense. This year he had not done so. He 
ooostdered the time had coine when the young men should take up the 
case of catechumen classes, and not leave the matter to the fathers of the 
Connexion* 

Mr. Bartoh: The particulars of the motion should in his opinion be 
separated. The lessons would be very valuable. The tokens he consi- 
sidered wovld not be valoed, and on several accounts he questioned the 
propriety of giving them. Would not a recognition of the names of the 
oatecluimens^ in some other shape, be sufficient t As to a schedule, 
fas wa» of opinion that another mode might be fixed upon preferable to 
thsit of incorporating it with the Society schedule. 
' Mr. LooTiT.-^Tbe prxuoiple upon which the resolutions appeared to 
pBoeeed was, that the church should make adequate provision for gather- 
ing into her fold all her children, for training them up in the saving 
kDOwle^e of Christ He considered she was bound to this by the 
sacrament of baptism-* by covenant ties— and by the commandment and 
example of Christ. All other Protestant churches had in some form 
reoo^rised this prtneiple. Some attempts had been made in that direo- 
■tion^Mbal libe resolutions now before the Conference practically embodied 
il. I Be ironld support the resolution^. 

' Mr. Jofisov said that the sabjeot before the Conference was most im- 

'^Mrtant, and that he was sure he expressed the prevailing sentiment of 

- bis brethfea when he declared that the entire Wesleyan connexion was 

laidf : niktar gtsat obligation to the Ber. Samuel Jackson, for bis earnest 

• null fer p s scm ig effsrts on behalf of the religious education and training 

M 
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of the young. And he would there take the liberty of stating that tlM 
younger of his hrethren in the ministry ought to espouse the eause now 
presented to them ; that their duty to Methodism, — their duty to the 
generation which tiiey were called upon to serve, and, more than 
all, their duty to Christ, who had enjoined that the lambs of 
the flock should be fed, claimed their prompt and persevering service. 
He did not wish to reflect upon the elders in the Conference, when he 
said that it was too much to expect that they, who had faithfully per* 
formed the work of their day, should break through the habits they had 
formed, and undertake a department of service new to them ; but the 
younger ministers were expected to undertake it, and though it would 
very seriously increase the amount of their labour, yet they were called 
upon by the times to perform it. But, while he said this, and was the 
firm and hearty supporter of Mr. Jackson, in his meritorious efforts on 
behalf of Methodist youth ; and while he was ready to yield that support 
in the Conference, and in any other assembly, or place, yet there was one 
proposal included in the recommendations from the preliminary com* 
mittee, the propriety or expediency of which he very seriously doubted ; 
and that was the proposal to give tokens to the catechumens. He was 
no advocate for blind and enslaved support to aoy minister in the Con- 
ference, however eminent, in matters that are great and important ; but 
one man cduld not extensively and thoroughly consider all questions re- 
lating even to Methodism ; and in minor and unimportant circumstaneeB, 
he was prepared to be passive under the expressed judgement of such an 
experienced promoter of catechumen classes as Mr. Jackson ; but the 
question of giving tokens to the members of such classes he considered 
very important He objected to that proposal on several grounds, — one 
of them he would name, and that was the danger that would thereby be 
incurred of weakening the bond by which the adult members of the Wes- 
leyan Methodist Societies are held visibly together. He was sorry to have 
reason to state, as the result of his own observations, that Quarterly 
tickets in Methodism were not at present overvalued ; and that the Me- 
thodists of this day were not found so frequently treasuring up their 
quarterly tickets among the most precious things in their possession as 
did the Methodists of former days ; and he for one was not disposed to 
do anything that would be likely to weaken the outward bond which held 
Wesleyans together; more especially in these days when imitation tickets 
were given by men unauthorized to admit others to membership. For 
this reason he was glad that the recommendations of the committee now 
before the Conference were separately presented, so that they who ap« 
proved of one, and not of another, might vote accordingly. He fully ap- 
proved of the recommendations concerning a list of scripture-lessons and 
statistic returns of catechumens by schedule, but he could not vote for 
the recommendation of tokens. It might be said, why did he not oppose 
this recommendation in the preliminary committee ? He would answer, 
that he did not consider it at all times expedient to do all that was law- 
ful. There is such a thing as prudence, as well as individual right and 
liberty, and reserving the right and privilege which he knew he could ex- 
ercise in the Conference, he had abstained from either speaking or voting 
in the committee, on the proposal of tokens. 

The Pbesidsnt directed that the resolutions should be submitted 
seriatim. 

Dr. Beaumont had objections to so much system. He would leave 
each circuit to the judgement of the ministers in it — to their feelings 
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tiieir genms, and to the new tfaongfats which wonld tarn np in the 
eonne of a yigoions discharge of dnty. In his opinion system stifled 
all this, and threw them into the grooye of nniforroity. 

Mr. S. Jacksov thought that Dr. Beaumont had mistaken the object 
of the resolutions. There was no disposition to tie any church down 
to a particular system. Let the lessons be prepared, and let those eir- 
€uit0 have them whieh preferred them. Every one must see and acknow- 
ledge the benefit of system. There were many catechists and other 
agencies who required, and would gratefully acknotvledgCi the benefit of 
ft well-oonsidered course of lessons. 

Mr. W. WiLSOV, 3rd : The ministers in their circuits felt the necessity 
of a system of lessons and other forms of instruction for catechumens. 
If some acted without, many more would thankfully act upon system. 
If we did not provide a system of instruction for the use of our own 
eateehnmens, they would avail themselves of other systems. 

Mr. 8. Jacksom : Could all reference to system be avoided ? If not, 
why should we not have the best we could command f — ^not to supersede, 
but to be a groundwork for, individual expansion. 

Mr. W. H. Bulb spoke in favour of a recognized system of lessons. 
Uniformity was of some importance to the peace and prosperity of the 
Connexion, but the system was not intended to be obligatory, and did 
Dot preclude any individual freedom in its use. 

The first proposition, that there be a system of lessons, was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

The second proposition, that catechumen tokens be prepared by the 
book committee, was submitted. 

lir. 8. Jacksov urged its adoption on the principle of enlisting the 
understanding and heart of the young people, and employing those 
means which Christ had committed to them, and upon which he had 
promised his blessing. 

Dr. Bbaumokt utterly objected to tokens. They were in effect tokens 
of Church membership. He deprecated all attempts at initial member- 
ship. For his part he knew of no membership, or ** border^ member- 
ship ; of no condition of membership but the one condition of " a 
desire to flee from the wrath to come.'* He deprecated all attempts to 
introduce a system whose object was to induce or prevail upon young 
people to believe in Christ, or become members of the church. 

Mr. LouTiT observed, that if he understood. Dr. Beaumont, it appeared 
that they did not agree upon some of the very first principles of our 
common Christianity, those principles which related to the *' training up 
of children in the way they should go,'' and the interest which all chil- 
dren, and particularly the children of the faithful, had in the covenant 
of grace. If we were true to our principle of general redemption, and if 
meaoB were employed to bring adults to a saving knowledge of Christ, 
were they not at least with equal earnestness to employ means to bring 
the young to salvation ? To do this in no way interfered with, but was 
greatly promotive of, the principle of admission into the church. 

Mr. BoBBBT Jaokbon said — I regard Dr. Beaumontfs views of the 
oburob's treatment of her youth as entirely heterodox. I think he should 
%o to the Theological Institution. I am sure he would have been in- 
stmeted, had he been at Richmond chapel on Sabbath morning last, and 
heard the admirable address on baptized infants, as being members of 
the viaible church, and consequently entitled to her instruction and care. 
As it vespeets the cateehumen movement, Dr. Beaumont is evidently an 
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entire stranger to it. He has yet to leam the first principles of that ques- 
tion. The point now before the Conference, is the propriety of giving 
tokens to the catechamens. My own experience leads me at once 
strongly to recommend them. These tokens should be given by the 
ministers. It is true this will be an increase of ministerial labour, but 
there will be found in it nothing onerous and oppressive. .It is not 
that the classes should be met separately, and that the catechumens 
should be individually spoken to, as in the visitation of the members of 
the society. All the catechumens of a given locality may be met at once. 
I have often given as many as two hundred tokens in an hour or an 
hour and a half. Where the catechumens are numerous, my plan has 
been to employ one or two persons in writing the names on the tokens. 
I have then called the classes separately from the assembled catechu- 
mens, and then, calling them by name, given to each a token, which 
recognises them as the catechumens of the church. I regard this as an 
important arrangement, tending to produce a knowledge and affection 
between the minister and the young people, leading them to the house of 
God on a Sabbath evening, and calculated to bring about the most bene- 
ficial results. I hope the Conference will not discourage an arrangement 
which has been found to work advantageously. 

Mr. Sc HOLES. — If we baptized children and thus introduced them into 
connection with the visible church of Christ, — if we solemnly dedicated 
them to the sacred Trinity, we were bound to care for them. And if we 
had a system of instruction, he felt assured we should be able to do 
much more than if we were left to all the variety of individual action. 
He would support the motion for tokens. 

Mr. HoBNBT had seen the operation of the system in Sheffield West. 
There the children did not regularly attend to receive the tokens— they 
were left for them with the catechist. The tokens prevented them from 
becoming members. Another objection was the additional duty which 
this part of the system imposed on the minister, whose duty was already 
sufBciently onerous : — added to the renewal of the society tickets, which 
already occupied nearly two months in the quarter, they were perpetually 
giving tickets. Then some of the catechumens were already on trial in 
the society, and thus they might come to be reported twice. In his 
opinion the tokens were unnecessary. 

Mr. W. Williams was at a loss to understand the principle of giving 
tokens. Was it in order to recognise a superior mode of instructioii, 
or was it descriptive of a certain spiritual state ? For his own part he 
could see no principle sufiScient to warrant the giving of tokens. 

Mr. Abthob. — Our people had a knowledge of systematic divinity: 
but while they valued this they must cultivate a knowledge of the text of 
Scripture. The system pursued in catechumen classes tended to promote 
this knowledge. And then the great number of backsliders demanded 
earnest consideration. He considered that this arose in a multitude of 
instances from the want of a more coirect knowledge of the scriptures. 
With regard to the tokens it was his opinion that they would materially 
contribute to organise the youth of our church, and at the same time 
tend to stimulate their efforts. He looked upon the catechumen classes 
as training schools for the church ; this was the principle involved in the 
giving of tokens ; but the tokens did not entitle them to the privileges of 
church members, or become a passport to their attending lovefeasts, or 
the Lord's supper. The token would recognise them as catechumens, 
and would put them in the way of truth and grace, and ultimate fellow^ 
^ip with the church. He would support the motion. 
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Mr. Feltub supported the oatechnmen movement, bat not the grivjnip 
of tokens. It imposedi especially when the society was large and the 
catechumens were met quarterly, a great amount of additional labour on 
the ministers. 

Mr. J. M*Leak admitted that in Sheffield West the catechumens had 
been allowed in great numbers to attend the loyefeast. This was found 
to be an evil ; but if guarded, the system of tokens was good. 

Mr. R. Jackson wished to know if several hundred young people had 
not given satisfactory evidence of their concern for salvation, and had 
not joined the society in the Sheffield West Circuit ? And whether this 
was not, under God, attributable to the benefits which they had derived 
from their connection with the catechumen classes ? 

This was not denied. 

Mr. S. Jackson disclaimed the intention of tokens admitting the cate* 
chumens either to lovefeasts or the Lord's supper. He would say in 
reference to the tokens as he said with regard to the lessons, let their 
use be voluntary. Circuits which did not wish to have them need not 
hinder those which did. Br. Beaumont's argument that mankind were 
divided into two classes — the church and the world — appeared to forbid 
all religious care of the rising generation. He (Mr. J.) considered that 
if we baptized children we should do more. He did not see how we 
could escape the duty, or justify ourselves for neglecting to bring even 
little children to Christ. If parents or others made their possession of 
the token an excuse for joining the society, he could only say that that 
was an abase of a good thing, and that there was nothing to which some 
persons would not take exception. He wished to urge upon Conference 
the fact that the Head of the church had placed half a million of children 
ander their pastoral care ; and with all respect, but with all earnestness, 
he wished to know whether they were to let them alone, or endeavour to 
lead them to Him who died for them ? Could they answer it to Christ, 
to let them grow up in ignorance ? It was urged as an objection to 
schedules that a few of the children would be returned more than once. 
This might be avoided ; but if in some instances that did occur, he 
could not see any great harm in it Some of the Sunday-school children 
were perhaps returned in more than one schedule, but this was imma- 
teriaL Mere statistics were not surely to be set against the performance 
of a great duty. As to Mr. Williams' argument, that he knew of no prin- 
ciple or end to be answered by a token, he (Mr. J.) would say that one 
important end was to show the catechumens and their parents that they 
were cared for by the church. Recognition was in itself important, and 
the tokens were moreover certificates of good conduct Dr. Beaumont 
had said much about " buds and blossoms," and ** border" members, 
and that there was danger of creating a formal church. He would ask — 
is there no danger on the other side ? Three or four hundred thousand 
children passed through the Sunday schools into active life annually. 
Should not some effective provision be made for them by that church 
which took them under her care from their earliest years, and by so doing 
charged herself with their Christian training ? Whatever mistake may 
have occurred in the catechumen movement, the project itself had been 
honestly pursued. The greatest mistake was in not caring for the entire 
youth of a Christian community. 

Dr. BuNTiNO considered the present one of the most important hours 
of the Conference. The subject deserved and received earnest and careful 
consideration. The principles involved in the discassion were of the 
M 3 
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greatest moment He enggested that in plaee of a token, to which 
there might be some objection, there shonld be a reeognition of the 
catechumens. Perhaps it wonld meet the case if the name of the eate- 
ehnmen and that of the minister were written in a space provided at the 
head of the lesson. 

With this alteration the proposition was carried unanimously. 

The third proposition, that the numbers of the catechnmens he re- 
turned in the circuit schedule, was submitted^ 

Mr. Wauoh : The Irish brethren had entered with cordiality and 
interest into this conversation. Tliey were convinced of the importance 
of caring for the young, aud that this was especially obligatory on the 
church. He concluded by reading from the minutes of the Irish Con- 
ference a rule substantially in accordance wiih that before the Conference. 

Mr. S. Jackson preferred the catechnmens being recognised in direct 
eonnection with the church. It was to this he attached importance, and 
would therefore urge their insertion in the society schedule. 

Dr. BuHTiKO felt some difficulty in mixing the catechumens up with 
the members, except on the ground of their baptism. He would, upon 
the whole, like some other mode of statistical report 

The method of carrying out the third resolution was referred to the 
book committee. 

A committee was appointed, with power to add to their number — the 
Rev. Samuel Jacksou convener. This committee was authorized, in 
connection with the chairman, to appoint a suitable person in each dis- 
trict, who shall more particularly consider himself charged with the 
interests of the catechumen department of service. 

Mr. S. Jackson thanked the Conference for the kindness with which 
they had listened to his request, and for the interest they were taking in 
catechumen classes. 

Dr. Bdntiho : Mr. Jackson reminded him of a singer in Oldham 
street Chapel, Manchester. After the late Mr. Bramwell had done 
preaching, he said to the singer, " We are obliged by your singing.** 
The man replied, " And the congregation are obliged to Mr. Bramwell 
for his sermon." If Mr. Jackson is obliged to us for taking some interest 
in the subject now before the Conference, we are obliged to him for the 
devotion which he has shown to the best interests of the rising genera- 
tion, and for one of the most important discussions in which the Con- 
ference has been engaged. (Cheers.) 

SPITALTIKLDS CIBCUIT. 

Mr. p. Duncan said — I am desirous of saying a few words on the state 
of the Spitalfields circuit, for, notwithstanding all that has been said on 
that subject, it is liable to be misunderstood. The resolutions which 
have been passed at various official meetings in the circuit, contain what 
is indeed true ; stUl I feel there is a danger lest inferences might be 
drawn, leading to a conclusion that the circuit is in a much better state 
than it is. I hope I may say that the battle is fought, but the work re- 
maining for my successor wUl be prodigious. In the various meetings, 
I believe, that with very ordinary prudence, any Methodistical measures, 
important to the connexion, may be carried, but much remains to be 
done. The decrease of members will be great Commencing from the 
returns of the last Conference, I believe, befose the field be perfectly dear, 
ihe decrease will amount to little fewer than a thousand. This is about 
the number I calculated upon at the commencement of the agitation^ and 
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I fSear my anticipationa are likely to prove correct It ought, howeyer, to 
be stated, that nearly one-half of the estimated decrease will be fomid at 
certain places, which have been of but little comparative value to the cir- 
cuit, some of which have been already giveo up ;— places which, speaking 
as a Wesleyan Methodist, have appeared to me more as nurseries for 
sedition than for the charch of Christ, The diminution of income is 
also very great, and although by extra efforts this defect has been sup* 
plied, and measures are in progress to meet the case next year, stUl the 
labour and sacrifice will be great, nor am I certain but some assistance 
will be required. There are, however, not a few in the circuit who are 
determined to stand by Methodism to the last ; and many are fully of 
opinion that a revival of the work of God is at no great distance. I should 
not be doing justice unless I said a few words about my worthy colleagues 
before I sit down. They are all true to Methodism, and in all the ardu- 
ous proceedings of the year I have had their countenance and support 
I felt it indeed to be my duty to conduct those proceedings myself, and 
not to devolve upon them duties so painfol, but they were always at their 
post, ready to take their share of responsibility and reproach, and I know 
that the principles which they avowed when I was present, they avowed 
and defended at other times. I must ask the indulgence of the Confer- 
ence while I say a few words about myself. I have learned that some of 
my brethren, who have upon the whole approved of our proceedings in 
the Third London circuit, have yet thought that I stood rather too much 
on prerogatives, and might, perhaps, have been somewhat more concilia- 
tory. Sir, I cannot say that I am surprised that they should have such 
an impression. Reports, so called, have been given of certain trials, 
which I hesitate not to say, are totally unworthy of credit Some of the 
worst passages contained in them, — I mean those designed to make most 
against myself, — are entire fabrications: they are mere inventions; false- 
hoods, widiout the shadow of a shade of a foundation whatsoever. In 
other parts of those reports, so much is left out, and what is true is stated 
or perverted in such a way, as to constitute the whole little better than 
falsehoods from beginning to end. Several worthy persons have come 
forward and requested me to make a correct statement public ; and should 
this be done, they would also be ready, iu the same public manner, to 
attest and corroborate the truth of it But no, sir : misrepresentations 
and slanders directed against myself, from the quarter whence they have 
proceeded, I am not humble enough to notice. Were they, indeed, of 
such a kind as to hurt tlie work of God, as was the case widi those di< 
reoted against Dr. Alder and Mr. Hoole, I should do as they have done ; 
but those which terminate with myself, I shall disdain to reply to. No 
one, I believe, has had a larger share of abuse, throughout the year, than 
has fallen to my lot ; but more than twenty yean since I was accustomed 
to such treatment, and now the burden is no greater than the small dust 
of the balance. I am not afraid of being thought a tyrant by any one 
who knows me ; and I can assure you that the parties to whom I have 
alluded, may strike as long and as hard as they please, and if they do not 
hurt themselves, it will not be felt by me. There is yet, however, another 
point to which 1 must allude. Some have said, that in the proceedings 
of the, year, I have been nothing more than a servile instrument in the 
hands of others. This, I feel bound to say, for others as well as myself, 
is utterly untrue. By far the most important case which has been taken 
up, has been that of Mr. Gandy. His influence was great; he was my 
near neighbour, and my intimate friend; and I had not (he slightest ez- 
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pectation of obtaining the verdict of the Leaders' meeting. All this madt 
the case painful to me beyond what I can describe. But the most pain- 
ful part of it was this — I was afraid that in proceeding with it I should 
be brought into collision with ray fathers and brethren, who have been 
falsely said to have originated the whole. The only word I ever heard 
any of them say, was when Mr. Gaudy's name was mentioned by another 
in connection with the affair, and was to this effect, " Mr. Gandy has held 
opinions different from ours, but he has held them pf^aceably ; he has 
been a very quiet man." This was all I heard from any of them before 
I was fnlly committed to the case. Nothing but a sense of duty would 
have induced me to go forward under such circumstances. I felt I had 
to answer for myself another day, — that when I should have to lift up 
my hand before the judgement seat of Christ, no Leaders' meeting nor 
any other person would stand between me and my Judge. It is, there 
fore, not true that I was directed in the course I took by the men alluded 
to. I have said that I am not a tyrant, and now I say that I am not a 
slave. Myself and colleagues have done our best for the good of the cir- 
cuit. It has been a time of great difficulty. Much work still remains to 
be done, but I cannot doubt but that the work of God will yet revive in 
that circuit, and our Zion be in great peace and great prosperity. 

WAKBFIBLD CIBCUIT. 

Mr. Atherton said he understood that there was a memorial from 
Wakefield, which he would answer when it should be brought forward in 
the Conference. He then entered into a statement of the circumstances 
in which he and his colleagues had been placed in that circuit. Certain 
persons having used their official position to excite disaffection, and 
having committed various overt acts of opposition to Methodism, their 
tickets of membership had been withheld ; but notice had been given to 
them that they were entitled to demand, if they thought proper, a trial at 
a leaders* meeting. One of the parties availed himself of this ; and he 
(Mr. Atherton) expressed his willingness to give a trial. But before a 
leaders' meeting could be called, a secession was formed, and the par* 
ties concerned assembled in a public building in the town. Under these 
circumstances he (Mr. Atherton) considered that the parties had cut 
themselves off from the society; but still he (Mr. A.) was willing to 
give them an opportunity to prosecute an appeal. He then detailed th^ 
circumstances which he had gone through in the Wakefield circuit, and 
the steps be had taken to correct the prejudices and misapprehensions 
of many of the people. He had warned the persons styling themselves 
" delegates" against acting in that capacity. Subsequently he had 
foand it necessary, in some instances, to withhold tickets, intimating 
to the parties so dealt with that they were at liberty to demand a trial at 
a leaders' meeting ;. but if they refused to plead, he considered that 
they forfeited their right to a trial ; and he had taken the responsibility 
of acting upon that view of the case. 

Mr. OsBOBN considered that if a member refused, under such circum- 
stances, to answer " aye" or " nay," he violated one of the first princi- 
pies of morality. When a man was put on his trial, whether on grounds 
i^ecting his morality or for an offence against the discipline of the 
church to which he belonged, was he entitled to set the laws of Me* 
thodism at defiance by refusing to plead? He (Mr. Osborn) considered 
that he was not, and hoped the Conference would adopt the same view, 
and by an entry in the minutes to that effect support the Snperinten* 
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dents in the administration of discipline in. future. To refuse to plead 
was not worthy of a Cbristian professor. 

Dr. Beaumont did not consider all breaches of discipline breaches 
of morality. Was a man obliged to cut himself off from membership, 
and thus apply the sword to himself? He was bound to care for himself. 

Dr. Bunting considered that every man was bound, as an honest 
man, to plead " aye" or '* nay.*' If he refused to plead, he forfeited his 
right of being tried. 

Mr. Pbbst was of opinion that the Conference ought to adopt that 
principle. It was reasonable and scriptural. What did Joshua in the 
case of Achan ; or Peter in the case of Ananias and Sapphira ? He 
(Mr. Prest) preferred Joshua's morality to diat of some other persons. 

Mr. M'Lean inquired whether a question of fact, and that of guilt, did 
not admit of decision ? 

Dr. BdNTiNO in reply observed that every man accused ought to deny 
or admit the fact If he denied the guilt and demanded a trial he had a 
right to it. 

Mr. M'Brair held it to be immorality for persons to conspire together 
to slander others, and write slanderous articles for publication. He 
thought Dr. Beaumont's principle had an antinomian tendency. 

Mr. Babtok thought the refusal to admit or deny the fact alleged a 
departure both from Christianity and Methodism. It was a kind of prac- 
tical antinomianism, from which they ought to separate themselves. 

Mr. Keeling thought that to advocate the right of parties to refuse 
to plead was of itself to plead against the basis of society. 

Mr. Chables Cook, of France, remarked that he lived in a country 
where such principles operated to the unsettling of everything. In that 
country the people acted from a regard to consequences, not to princi- 
ples ; but a law in order to be respected must be upheld by truth, and 
truth was necessary to tlie just administration of law. 

Dr. Bunting observed that for a person to refuse either to admit or 
deny the thing alleged against him was a contempt of court, and a 
flagrant violation of all Christian honesty. Such a person ought not to 
have a trial. 

Mr. OsBOBN said he should be prepared at a proper time to propose a 
resolution to the effect— that no person should be entitled to a trial if he 
would not either admit or deny the fact with which he was charged ; but 
as he perceived the stationing committee had entered the Conference, he 
would postpone his motion to some future sitting. 

The stations as revised by the committee were then read without 
remark, and the Conference adjourned. 

Evening Sitting, 
MB. Rowland's case. 

The minutes in this case were again read to the Conference. After a 
brief conversation, 

The President remarked that the point to be then ascertained was, 
whether Mr. Rowland was prepared to make an apology to the Confer- 
ence, as he had been requested ? 

Mr. Rowland said, — Mr. President, — As may well be imagined, I now 
rise to speak with no ordinary emotion— an emotion produced by the sen- 
tence which has just been resLd. My emotion increases when I look around 
and think that that sentence has been passed by some who were the guides 
of mj youth — by others who have been the companions of my riper 
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years — and by many with whom 1 hsLve often taken sweet counsel daring 
the thirty-seven years that I have been in the ministry. Nor is the emo* 
tion lessened when I view you all in connection with that bleeding Cross, 
which is the grand theme of oar preaching, and the only foondation 'of 
our dearest hopes. Had the sentence which you have passed against me 
been only half what it is, or only one quarter, or even half a quarter 
what it is — ^yet then I should have felt it to be a serious thing. But yoa 
have passed the whole of that sentence ! What then } My soul still 
throbs in warm affection and high esteem towards you. My heart's desire 
and prayer is, that every one of you, with myself, may find mercy of tbe 
Lord at that day when we must all stand before the Judgement Seat of 
Christ. But allow me sincerely and heartily to thank those few brethren 
who, I understand, held up their hands against the sentence. May their 
deed be no discomfort to them on reflection amidst the vicissitudes of 
future life; and when they come to lay their heads on their dying pillows, 
I think it will be no pain to them, nor excite a blush, to remember that 
they held up their hands against that sentence upon a brother minister 
of thirty-seven years* standing, who is without a stain on his moral 
character. Still, after all, in my conscience I cannot do otherwise than 
adhere to the principles which are contained in my nine reasons, that 
were partly written in the minor district meeting at Tarmoath, and 
every one of them revised there, ArrsB the whole of the evidence had 
been received. As to the publication of those reasons, I hardly need to 
repeat what has been already so explicitly staled, that that was done 
without my sanction or knowledge. I consider also, that the right of 
private judgement is seriously involved in this affair. Besides, I think 
that if the sentence pronounced against me had been drawn up on pur- 
pose to render it impossible for me to make the required apology, I 
know of nothing so calculated to effect that purpose. Under these cir- 
cumstances, and others that might be mentioned, while I wish to avoid 
every thing which is contrary to the respect which is due from me to. 
you, Sir, in your high office, and to the members of the Conference, 
yet, I must say, that I have no apology to offer — nor do I intend to 
make one. 

During the delivery of the above, the most breathless silence pre- 
vailed throughout the Conference. 

Dr. Bunting would like Mr. Bowland to understand what was required 
of him in the way of apology. The Conference did not want him to 
alter his opinions, but to express his regret for his unjustifiable refleo* 
tions on its decisions last year. It could not be right that, after such a 
decision, a member of the Conference should openly oppose it He 
ought at least to have quietly acquiesced. The Conference did not 
require an apology for the publication of his reasons, being willing to 
take his word that he neither published them himself nor connived at 
their publication by others. What Mr. Bowland ought to apologise for 
was, that he had declared his censure of the proceedings of the last 
Conference in such strong and offensive terms. 

The PaesiDBNT felt anxious to impress Mr. Bowland's mind with the 
view just put before him by Dr. Bunting, and would therefore have the 
passage in Mr. BowIand*s document read again. 

The Sbcbetabt accordingly read the eighth passage. 

Dr. BvHTiNO observed Mr. Rowland might apologise for that without 
any compromise of his opinions. 

Mr. BowLAXD said that in his previous remarks be had stated that 
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there were expressions in that docament which he wonld not use agslnJ 
LoolEing at what he had then said and done, and what had transpired 
since, he must say, with profound respect, that he had no apology 
to offer. 

Mr. T ABB AH AH Inquired whether it wonld not meet the case if Mr. 
Bowland would say that he had nsed language which he could not now 
justify, and that he was sorry for having used it 

Mr. Pbbst did not suppose the Conference was prepared to take the 
least apology that Mr. Rowland thought proper to offer; hut he (Mr. 
Prest) did diink they wete prepared to accept the least apology that was 
commensurate with the greatness of the offence. 

Mr. Walsh helieved Mr. Rowland was sorry that he had used such 
language, and thought he would have given satisfaction to the Confer* 
ence on that point had he not felt the crushing weight of the other part 
of the sentence. 

Dr. BvBTiKO. — Crushing ! There was nothing crushing yet The 
Conference had surely a right to express its opinions. 

Mr. Rowland thought that when he was hefore called on he had said 
all that could he reason ahly required ; hut what had transpired since 
rendered it impossihle for him to make an apology. 

Mr. Haswell inquired — Did Mr. Rowland mean to say that such a 
phrase as ** do the penitent" was justifiable ? 

Mr. Rowland wished it to he home in mind that what Mr. Haswell 
had mentioned was clearly admitted when he had been called on for his 
explanation. If he had committed some immorality a mure crushing 
sentence could not have been passed. 

Mr. HoBTON hardly thought it consistent with the dignity of the Con* 
ference thus to urge Mr. Rowland to make an apology ; and if an apology 
were made now it would lose half its value. 

Dr. Bunting inquired whether what Mr. Rowland had said about being 
sorry.related to the eighth article of his document ? 

Mr. Rowland replied that it did. 

Mr. W. M. Bunting thought that if it were right for Mr. Rowland to 
apologise on Saturday it could not be wrong now. 

Dr. Bunting took the same view. An apology must be equally right 
now, notwithstanding any wrong which Mr. Rowland might suppose he 
had since received. 

Mr. Rowland said that was not his view. 

Mr. Kbbling observed that Mr. Rowland was treating the Conference 
as if it were a mere individual ; as though he said to the Conference, 
'* You have done what I think wrong, and therefore I will not do what I 
ought to do. '' 

Mr. Babton regretted the course that Mr. Rowland was taking; and 
saw only one of two propositions that could be adopted in reference to that 
amiable, though weak brother, — either they must put him on trial, or make 
Mm a supernumerary. 

Mr. Rowland inquired — Was that the way that a young man like Mr. 
Barton would treat him, an aged member ? 

Mr. Pbest protested against such remarks. Everyman, when admitted 
to the council of the Conference and its votes, was entitled «to express his 
opinions. He was sure that the aged men of the Conference would ever 
receive sound opinions and right reasoning, from any man, whether old 
or young. 

The Pbbsidbnt observed, that all that was correct, but Mr. Rirwland'a 
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y^mark was not applieltUe to Mr BBrton. He was tiot a'y^iif ttan; 
i^ was a member of the bnnd red, and had terred the Conference many 
^ars as one of its Stib*Secretaries, and in %*ariou8 offices. 
- 'Mr. Bartok said no man had a more yearning feeling towards MVi 
Rowland than himself, and he had only mentioned the alternative which 
Ue MW the Gonferenoe wonld be obliged to adopt. 

Mr. FdWLEB inquired, Did he understand Mr. Rowland to say that 
etery man who took a part in the proceedings of tiie last Conference 
against certain persons then expelled ought to *'do the penitent?" ("Yes, 
yes.") What did Mr. Rowland really mean ? Was each brother to do it 
ihdiTidually, or was the Conference to do it ? 

Mr. RowLAiTD considered he had made the amende honorable in what 
be bad previously said to the Conference as to the offensive expression to 
which Mr. Fowler alluded. What he meant to say was that, before the 
shepherds went to work to condemn the flock, they themselves ought to 
repent — he meant for the proceedings of the last Conference in the ex« 
pulsion of those men. 

• Mr* FowLBB pointed out to Mr. Rowland that he was requiring an im- 
possibility. Could the Conference say it had done wrong in expelliiig 
men who were doing all in their power to injure the body ? If the Con- 
ferenee were what those men represented it to be, they ought to be thank- 
ful that they had been freed from it. He trusted that Mr. Rowland 
would say that be had regretted using such expressions, because they re- 
flected on the acts of the Conference. They could not have peace if such 
things were allowed. No man regretted more than he (Mr. Fowler) that 
Mr. Rowland should have placed himself in so ridiculous a position. 

Mr. LouTiT considered that Mr. Rowland ought to *' do the penitent"' 
himself, inasmuch as he had voted for the expulsion of those parties last 
year. 

Mr. Rowland replied that he had done " the penitent" 

Mr. Atrertov would submit whether the Conference was trying Mr. 
Rowland, or Mr. Rowland was trying the Conference. 

Mr. 8. D. Waddt said that there had been an attempt made to lay 
blame upon him for moving the resolutions on Mr. Rowland's case. He 
did move the first, and he concurred in the others ; but he had a con- 
viction that the sentence on Mr. Rowland was made to appear more 
severe by the leniency of the sentence passed on another member of the 
Conference. It seemed to him (Mr. Waddy) that Mr. Rowland woold 
not make the apology which was required. He was pledged to another 
party too strongly and too deeply for reasons which some present knew* 
He hoped the Conference would put an end to the matter in one way or 
another. Eveiything had been done that could be done to save Mr. 
Rowland, and Conference was bound to maintain its own dignity and 
authority. 

Mr. Rowland demanded on what authority Mr. Waddy had made the 
statement that he (Mr. Rowland) was pledged to another party ? He 
waa utteriy ignorant of it. 

Mr. Waddt replied, that all Mr, Rowland's proceedings showed he was 
pledged, 

I)r. Bbavmont said that it was unnecessary that he should repeat'the 
remarks which he had made when the resolutions in thai matter bad been 
brottghC forward last week. As he disapproved of those resolntlous, hk 
'Of ooum disapproved of that attempt to carry one of them out, for snt^h 
DsMCna, AH eoch grouads. But as to degree, thai meaaore'wa«| of co^fst, 
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far more open to objection than the former one, as it was more severe to 
a great and shocking amount He could not approve of any method of 
carrying out any resolutions so objecUonable in themft«lveg as those in 
Mr. Rowland's case were, bnt extreme was his animosity to so hardy and 
severe a measure as was then proposed. It was a terrible punishment 
which they proposed to in6ict; one sufficient fur almost any ministerial 
crime; and to inflict it for refusing to sacrifloe independence to a very ob- 
jectionable resolution was most unwarrantable and dangerous. He could 
not too earneuly oppose it, and reminded the Conference of the arguments 
which he brought forward against the resolutions of last week. H e must make 
a remark upon an inexcusable attack by Mr. Waddy upon Mr. Rowland* 
He had said that the latter could not, of course, yield to the Confer- 
ence, as he was pledged elsewhere — bound to another party. That 
assertion Mr. Rowland had very properly, and he (Dr. Beaumont^ was 
convinced, truly and sincerely denied. Aud he (Dr. Beaumont) thought 
it incumbent upon Mr. Waddy to retract his word. 

Mr. Waddy was surprised that Dr. Beaumout should venture upon such 
an observation. It appeared effi'ootery in him, under the censure of that 
body, to make such a requirement. 

Dr. Beaumoht had bad some idea of the object of the vote to which 
Mr. Waddy so gratuitously referred, but it required, indeed, the effrontery 
of Mr. Waddy to venture upon the declaration he had just made. 

Mr. Waddt said that any other man in the Conference after receiving 
such a censure would hold his peace. As to the word " pledged,** he 
had no objection to substitute for it the word *' committed." What he 
meant was, tliat Mr. Rowland was too deeply committed to the party op- 
posed to the Conference to make the apology required. 

Mr. OsBOBN observed that Mr. Rowland had shown that he was com- 
mitted to that party. One portion of their complaint related to the ex- 
pulsion of the three men last year — that Mr. Rowland condemned. 
Another related to the inviolability of local jurisdiction — that Mr. Row- 
land sustained. There were other points on which he did not wish to 
occupy time. The question was whether the Conference was to maintain 
a aniversal pastorate by means of district meetings, or whether local 
courts were to be allowed to do what they pleased ? 

Mr. Rowland alluded to the views expressed by ministers of other 
denominations. Did it follow that because certain of those ministers 
had expressed their approval of his views, he was therefore committed to 
any ox all of them ? He was committed to no party, but only to his 
principles. 

The Pbesidsnt said that a Methodist minister should abide by the 
judgement of the Conference: that should be his principle. He ought 
not to allow the opinions of ministers of other bodies to weigh with him 
when the question of allegiance to the Conference was concerned. 

Dr. BuMTivo remarked that the fact just brought out was at variance 
with Mr. Rowland's statement. There were no doubt ministers in other 
denominations who expressed their opposition to the decision of tlie 
Conference ; but they were not men who possessed the greatest weight in 
general estimation. Dr. Bunting then referred to some earlier circnm- 
tttances in Mr. Rowland's career, and to the desire he had cherished to 
preserve him from the consequences of his recent acts ; but aftf>r what 
had transpired that evening he must put that away. He thought the 
Conference must now come to a decision, and he was sorry for it; but 
tbsre was no use iu reasoning with a man who would not be convineed. 
N 
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If Mr. Bowland htd as be had said made an apology on Saturday, and 
would not now repeat it, be was not acting an bonourable and nprigbt 
part. 

Mr. WiMT bad felt mneh respect for Mr. Rowland as bis first superin- 
tendent, and was sorry he had placed himself in a false position. He 
should be glad to induce Mr. Rowland if possible to make an apology. 
He could not defend Mr. Rowland's conduct; but be could and did 
entreat him to comply with the desires oi his brethren. 

Mr. Rowland still remaining unmoTed, 

Dr. Bdrtino moved that it was the opinion of the Conference, that 
while Mr. Rowland held his present principles he ought not to be allowed 
to take a circuit ; that he be advised to retire as a supernumerary ; and 
that three ministers who might reside near the place of his location 
should be selected and instructed to hold intercourse with him during 
the year, and endearour to bring him to a better mind. 

Mr. Samuel Tindall stated some circumstances to show that Mr. 
Rowland was in some degree committed to the agitating party, and was 
under some obligations to the family of one of the leading agitators. 

Dr. Newtov said he had long been the friend of Mr. Rowland, and 
mentioned some circumstances in support of the statement, but after all 
that had transpired he had lost the hope of Mr. Rowland coming at pre- 
sent to a better mind ; and he felt compelled, contrary to all he hoped for, 
to second the resolution. He then adverted to an interview lie had had 
with Mr. Rowland in Stockport, when Mr. Rowland said that forbearance 
towards certain parties was not advisable ; they must pursue another 
course and vindicate their principles. 

Dr. Bbacmovt said that as it fell to bis lot, on their adopting the resolu- 
tions on Mr. Rowland's case, to declare his opinion that tliey were too 
severe, it equally devolved on him now to say that as Mr. Rowland felt 
himself shut np to tbe course he had pursued, he (Dr. Beaumont) could 
not vote for the resolutions now proposed. 

Mr. Edward Walkeb said that he could, and one reason was that a 
principle of morality was as he thought involved in what Mr. Rowland 
had said. It intimated sometliing like a feeling of revenge. He had in 
fact said, " I won't do this because the Conference has treated me 
severely." If that was morality he (Mr. Walker) had yet to learn it. 

The Pbestdevt then put the resolution to the Conference, when it 
was unanimously adopted, with tbe exception of two votes. 

Tbe Pbbsideht observed that he had great pain in communicating to 
Mr. Rowland the decision to which the Conference had come, but the 
course he had pursued had rendered it unavoidable. It was then re- 
solved that Mf. Rowland should be required to remove from Norfolk^ 
where bis proceedings had promoted the agitation of the society. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15. 

MB. BBOMLBT't OASB. 

The eommittee appointed to consider Mr. Bromley's case brought in 
their report, recommending that he should have permission to appear 
before it, to offer any reason he thought proper in extenuation of or 
apology for his proceedings. This recommendation was adopted, and 
notice was given accordingly to Mr. Bromley. 

The Conference was chiefly occupied during the day in considering the 
stations for the next year. In the course of the business several minis- 
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ten vho had not exercised ducipline apon oflbnden were iaterrogited 
respecting their intentions fur the future. 

Dr. Bbaomont, in particular, said that he considered the direction of 
the Conference his rule, his only rule in the exercise of discipline, and 
should feel himself hound to carry it out. Every man who did not walk 
in the grooves marked out for him hy the Conference ought to retire. 
He had differences of opinion with maoy of his brethren, but had no 
difference with them in principle. As to what he should do in particular 
eases which might arise he could not say ; but " the ministerial power as 
exercised by any members of the Conference must be brought into 
harmony with the will of the Conference.** 

THB HOLT CTBCCIT. 

A conversation arose respecting a letter addressed by two individuals 
representing themselves to be stewards of this circuit, informing the 
minister appointed there that there would be neither house nor quarter- 
age for him unless certain alleged grievances were redressed. 

Mr. BuDDBM was ordered to start forthwith to Norwich, take a gig 
there for Holt, take possession of the house, and hand it over to bis 
successor. He asked as to his expenses. 

Dr. Bunting said he would get them from where he would have done 
had he gone back in due course. 

Mr. BoDDXN said he had not intended to go back at all. 

Dr. Bunting — Mr. Budden is not fit for a superintendent 

Mr. Budden — I shall be very glad to be released from being so. 

Dr. Beaumont thought if Mr. Budden were sent on any sach errand 
he mnst certainly get his expenses from the contingent fund. 

Mr. Cobbett Cooke observed that Dr. Beaumont had more influence at 
Holt than any other preacher, and he should be sent with Mr, Budden to 
procure admission to the preacher's house. 

Dr. Beaumont did not expect that they (the members of Conference) 
would find him going after a key for anybody, — not even for Mr. Cooke. 

Mr. Budden was accordingly despatched, at the chaige of the contin- 
gent fund ; but before going, a preacher desired to ask him a few more 
questions as to his past conduct in Holt. 

Dr. Beaumont said that should not be allowed. Mr. Budden had 
fully and fairly met whatever was said when his character was before the 
Conference ; and the attack must not be repeated. 

Dr. Bunting — We have a right to ask questions as long as we sit 

Dr. Beaumont — So I know you say ; but it is an unfair and improper 
thing, when a man has been released once, to put him to the question 
again ; unless, indeed, upon some newly arisen matter. 

Mr. Budden (who had asked for a companion as witness, but was re- 
fused) was then permitted to go on his errand. 

MB. macdonald. 

On the appointment of Mr. Macdonald being read, he observed that he 
had been waiting for an opportunity to state the circumstances in which 
he had been placed during the past year. 

Dr. BuNiiKG — Very good. There is a prima facie case for asking the 
question. The proprietor of a certain newspaper, remarkable for its 
weekly columns of slander, has been permitted to continne a member and 
leader in Mr. Macdonald's circuit : that is a case patent to the whole 
eonnexion. 



140 

Mr. Macdokald— Whether- he conid explain his proceedingfs to the 
satisfaction of the Conference, he could not say, hnt he could give some 
statements to show that he had acted with prudence and discretion, and, 
perhaps, he might add, as well as any other man in similar circumstances 
coald have done. He had an ardent attachment to the doctrines and 
discipline of the hody. In Birmingham, or any where else, he should 
support that discipline to the best of his judgement, and be amenable to 
his brethren. [Mr. Macdonald then entered into a lengthened statement 
in reference to the complaint forwarded to him by Mr. Thomas, and then 
proceeded as follows :] — T have now, sir, finished that part of my case, 
BO far as Mr. Thomas is involved in it The letters which I have read 
to you, and especially the letter to Mr. Kaye, conveying in such strong 
terms, reproof and censure, express my judgement as to the character of 
the Wesleyan T^meSf and the unjustifiable conduct of the proprietor, as a 
member of our society. I have never entertained for a moment a dif- 
ferent opinion on that subject. The argument is unanswerable, that if 
the editor, being only a functionary and subordinate, deserved to be pat 
on his trial, a fortiori, the proprietor of the paper did so, also. The 
question with me, therefore, was, is it probable — is it possible — to obtain 
a conviction against him in our ordinary law process ; and if not, is the 
case such, that under local circumstances, and the circumstances of the 
connexion generally, is it desirable or prudent, that an appeal should be 
made to a minor district meeting ? No one who knows the state of Hud- 
dersfield can imagine for a moment, that by any plainness or ingenuity 
of drawing up an indictment, I had the remotest chance of obtaining a 
verdict. I had then to look carefully and thoughtfolly at the whole sub- 
ject. I knew from the temper of the men by whom I was surrounded, 
and from strong and positive declarations which I heard them make as 
to the authority of minor district meetings, that any reversal of the deci- 
sion of the Leaders' meeting by such a court, would have been resisted 
and dcitpised. It would simply have been a practical impossibility to 
have carried out snch a reversal without all but the annihilation of the 
Methodist societies in Hnddersfield. I had, then, to take this into my 
consideration. But the question before me involved considerations which 
weighed far more heavily on my mind than any results which might be 
supposed to affect Hnddersfield exclusively. I had to look at the subject 
in its probable influence on the connexion at a time of most extraordinary 
excitement, and I had especially to consider the effect which it would 
have in the West Riding of Yorkshire. One seventh of the entire num- 
ber of Methodists in Great Britain, are to be found in the Leeds, Halifax, 
and SheflSeld Districts. I found a very large proportion of those mem- 
bers in a state of feverish excitement Most unscrupulous means had 
been employed to excite their prejudice, and to alienate their affections 
from us. All sober reasoning seemed utterly thrown away upon them, — 
the wildest reports, the most unfounded stories, were circulated and cre- 
dited. I considered it to be " the hour of temptation" which bad ** come 
upon" them. Many were in a paroxysm, which rendered it impossible 
for them to appreciate reason and facts which were opposed to them. I 
felt satisfied in the midst of all this excitement, that in a short time sueh 
ebullitions of passion would subside, and the whole matter resolve itself 
into some tangible principles, which might be carefully examined, dis- 
cussed, and finally settled. Among those who were more or less uneasy 
or excited, I knew that great diversity of opinion prevailed as to the Wet- 
Uyan Time$. Many — the ignorant and the nltni'democratieal — swallowed 
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the enonnoas misstatements or falsehoods, which hare so frequently ap- 
peared in its pages, and tboronghly digested them, to the iminepso injury 
of their moral constitution. With great diflereuce of judgement aa to the 
merits of the paper, both agreed in this, that as certain important qoes- 
tions were now agitated in Methodism, the Wedeyan Times was the only 
medium as a public journal, through which one class of opinions could 
be advanced and defended. I saw, then, at once, that however clearly 
stated might be the verdict and sentence against the proprietor, a6 having 
eqnally violated the laws of the New Testament and of Methodism, 
the impression made on masses of unreasonable and excited minds 
would be that the design was to punish a man who had dared to advocate 
certain views on church government, and to suppress if possible bis 
paper. It became then to me a serious question whether the aggravation 
of public excitement arising from such a cause, however utterly false and 
unfounded, would not be an evil far exceeding in amount any good which 
might possibly arise from inflicting the sentence of expulsion. I had to 
consider wbetlier such a course, at that time and under those circum- 
stances, would not greatly complicate the difficulty of any future {lacifioft- 
tion. And snch was my judgement. I knew that this Conference must 
come to some decision on questions now greatly agitating many minds ; 
and my conviction is, that we shall be able to contend on questions of 
principle, in all instances most advantageously, where men's minds have 
not been previously armed against us by the introduction of extraneous 
elements into this controversy. My defence, tlien, lies in a narrow com- 
pass. I have no sympathy with the spirit, temper, and general tendency 
of the Wesleyan Times, I believe that the proprietor of it, as professedly 
a Wesleyan, is amenable to church discipline as awarded by the laws of 
the New Testament. I felt myself unable to succeed in common law 
against him — the reasons and facts which I have stated induced me not 
to hazard the consequences I felt certairf would result from the interfer- 
ence of a court of appeal. I have entered my protest to Mr. Kaye both 
by letter and t^iva voce^ against the unchristian temper and conduct of 
the Wesleyan Tunes, The position which I have taken in this affair can 
only be defended by the exigency of the circumstances in which I have 
been placed. You have uo parallel instance which can be adduced. It 
is altogether sui generis, and must in equity be so considered. 

Dr. Beaumont said that he had listened to Mr. Macdonald with great 
interest, but while so doing a thrill of astonishment pervaded him that 
Mr. Macdonald should have been the man to move, on the previous 
Saturday, that he (Dr. Beaumont) deserved the disspprobation of Con- 
ference. Would Mr. Macdonald approve of his (Dr. Beaumont's) moving 
•nch a resolution in this case ? Yet was it not fully as much deserved ? 
He repeated that he had listened with great interest to Mr. Macdonald's 
account ; but if he really believed his amendment of Saturday — that is, 
if he had felt his own conduct to be improper, how much more just 
would have been such a course on his (Dr. Beaumont's) part than on 
Mr. Macdonald's f After Mr. Macdonald's case had been decided, Dr. 
Beaumont said that with regard to Mr. Thomas, who had shown great 
admiration for discipline at that Conference, he must say he could nc t 
approve of the manner in which he had written to a journalist, stating 
that he owed no man anything in a certain place, on the very day on 
which he despatched post-office orders to satisfy debts there. Polling 
aside sincerity, supposing these orders had miscarried, how would it 
have been then ? 
N 3 
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Mr. J. W. Thomas said be had not commenced proeeedings igaimt 
the proprietor of the iTestegam Times on persona] gronnds merely, or 
chiefij, but on pablic ones. He had seen that there was no man who 
brought Mr. Kaye to accoant for the general conduct of his paper ; and 
be st«w this with surprise. He therefore thought it right to do somethinj^ 
in a particular case. A correspondence took place on the subject of €be 
libels complained of, with the Tiew of obtaining a retraetation. Mr. Kaye 
admitted to Mr. M aedonald that he (Mr. Thomas) was entitled to aeomplete 
letraelation, and promised that snch a retractation should appear in the 
columns of the WesieyoM Thus. He repeated that promise, expressed 
indignation at the rebellion of the editor in refusing to insert what he 
had sent, and s^d he would go up to London and insist on its insertion. 
He (Mr. Thomas,) howeTer," was not sanguine in his expectation that 
these promises wonld be fulfilled. Accordingly Mr. Kaye at length, in 
Tiolation of them, and on the most firirolons pretext, refused him 
that justice, and compelled him to prefer a formal charge. He had been 
struck with the contrast between the treatment of the proprietor and 
that of the editor of the Wesleyan Times by their respective pastors. 
In the case of the editor, Wesleyan discipline had been enforced, and 
the honour of the Connexion Tindicated. This had been done raanfhllT 
and magnanimously. His pastor had not shrunk from the responsibility 
of accusation, and had taken care that couTiction should be followed by 
judgement. But the treatment of the proprietor had been very different. 
The wealthy employer, the wholesale merchant of slander, had been 
permitted to escape. Why did not Mr. Macdonald, as his pastor, origi- 
nate such a proceeding as would hare purged the Connexion from the 
flagrant wrong and foul disgrace of baring such a member in its com- 
munion. Mr. Macdonald had entered into a lengthened narratire. in 
which he (Mr. Thomas) would not follow his example : but he would 
merely remark on a few principal points of the case. He complained 
that Mr. Macdonald had allowed evidence to be taken against him in 
his absence, on anonymous authority, and totally irreleTant to the 
charge and the offence ; that he had adjourned the meeting, and grren 
Mr. Kaye an opportunity of Tisiting his (Mr. Thomas's) last circuit for 
the purpose of seeking for CTidence against him. That his ebaraetor 
had stood the test of snch an inquisition, he considered a real though 
unintentional tribute. Mr. Kaye made use of certain statements which 
he had obtained to prejudice him both in the leaders* meeting at Mold 
Green and in the district meeting. He had also made use of a docu- 
ment which purported to be the " eyidence** of the postmaster at Leigh- 
ton, which, though it proved nothing but the truth of his (Mr. Thomas's) 
statements, he had ascertained to be a forgery, and the information it 
contained had been obtained from the postmaster on false pretences. 
The charges which had been entertained against him (Mr. T.) by the 
Mold Green leaders, were, Ist, that he had asserted a letter w ritteu 
respecting him from Leighton, and communicated to him by the editor 
of the Wesieyam Times, without the writer^s name, to be utterly false; 
although his Leighton tradesmen had stated the same thing in much 
stronger language. (Here Mr. Thomas read an extract from a letter 
entitled ** Fly Sheet Manufacture and Litimidation," in the Wai^mam of 
Oct. 24.) Mr. Macdonald, at the district meeting, said, ** This letter 
no longer exists.** Why was it destroyed? The other cbargf vis a 
eriticism upon a word. He (Mr. Thomas) had said« in reply to wkat 
Mr. Harrison called " a damaging fly sheet, ** I owe nothing lo any 
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In heiflHtMt, tnd m you »uite tlist the Mter of a We^fi^rtn 
» ratbeaticfttH, I miMt ivqa^n fbat yoti will ernnmu nieater f.i« aftme 
to «M?, tliat I nraj enqmre of him to what trai1cr«niati he irfer*/ &i?. 
In ivlathif fbi9 id tb«- IToleiXwMii, a iD'yntfa attenrur^s, he htJi ehtmged 
ihe tense, and ftated that be fofryrm^d Mr. Harri^fm, by rtinm of 
fott, thnt be ** tme4 oodmic to sny fnulenrman in L^.qbtmir &4P, 
This the Hold Oreeo Leaders, under tbe tui'ion of 3fr. Kaye or 
Mr. Maedimald, bad ebarged on bnn as a fiJaebood, He ii^er meant 
tflp aajr tbai be never owed aoytbingf for a week, a monfb, or a qnarter of 
A year, and ibe two a^teottnta referred to were not of mn^ longer 
standing. How well qnaltfied tbe Mold Green UnAfin^ who airqniTt^d 
Mr. Kaye and eondemned bnn, were for the tasb of Tprbal eritieisro, 
•ppcaj ed from tbe eopy of ebarges wbieb be (Mr. Tboma*) had reeehred 
fim» diem. In which there were nearly as many blonders 9m lines ! Why, 
tbey eonld neither spell "Wesleyan" eorrertly nor the name of the plaee 
vbeiv they resided ! ** In short," said Mr. Thomas, ** I «tand upon the 
tnrth of all that I bare written ; uiA 1 eompUin that when. In tbe de- 
etsioo of tbe Hnddervlleld distriet meetini^, Mr, Kaye had been gnihy of 
so lUse wad injnrioos a libel^ be was allowed by Mr. Maedonald to re- 
tain bis membership and oHiire, and in the ehanu^ter of a Wesleyan 
leader to fviterate the olfenee by repeating the libel, with aggraTstions 
and additions." Mr. Maedonald bad not. inffeed, vnlTered him to 
escape nnoensnfed ; he had inflieted on Mr Kaye, in dismi^fting the ease, 
n kaf bomity on eril speaking. Bnt his sword, tbovfrb like that of 
fiarmoditis, wrapped np in flowers, was witbont a point, The alfair, 
however, as far as be ( Mr. Thoma») was eoneemed, was of minor im- 
portanee. It was a pnblie wrong ; and as for every wrong there is a 
remedy, be eonfidently believed that the wiidom of the Cfmferenet 
woold diseover a remedy for tl<is wrong, and that its jnstiee woald 
apply It 

Dr. Bcaamooty Into whow eirenit it appears Mr. Kaye has removed, was 
■Jired whether he was now ft me m ber . Dr, Beaomont laid that be had 
rccrtved ft note of removal with refard to him from Mr. Maedonald, hot 
he had not seen him, and eonld not say whether he was in elaai or noC 
He dioo^t that, if any ftinher acts of diicipline were to be used iomv6% 
bimy ttmmdmik% what bad already been done, that Mr. Maodonald ooght 
to reeene a eomnmsion from the Conferenoe to perform them. 

It was after nine o'clock wbcn tliH caie was ended, on which there was 
so eeftsane, hot merely a requirement that strict discipline shoold be 
cnlbrced. 

mzpciAioii or mb. bkomlbt. 

Tbe eommirtee on Mr. Bromley's ease rerporled that when they a«embled 
ftt feor o'clock, Mr. Bromley delivered a letter, declining io appear before 
the co m m itt ee, and saying tibat he bad nothing to offer in €%U:aom6oa, 
s pology, or retractation, in reference to his proceedings. The eommittee 
coHidered tbe Conference had no alternative bnt to feparate Mr. Bromley 
from bis eonnexion with It as a mtnkter. The following is the correspon' 
droae which took place tm the snlject : — 

^ Wevleyan Conference, Aognst l^tb, 1850. 
^ DSAK Baor0C«^— I am directed by the President of the Conference 
to Msrfli yew that the comnriftre appointed to consider yonr ease has 
idad to the Coottmee,—* That the report of the prorecdingi of 
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the special district meeting in the case he received and confirmed,' an^ 
that the Conference has adopted that recommendation. And further, the 
Conference having directed the committee, previously to its offering any 
rpcommendation as to ulterior disciplinary proceedings, to hear anything 
yon may have to say by way of extenuation, apology, or retractation, 1 am 
directed to inform you that the committee will be prepared to meet you 
for that purpose at four o'clock this afternoon, in the Morning Chapel, 
City-road. — I am, dear brother, in behalf of the President, your's, truly, 

Jon. Cbowtbss. 
Rev. Jas. Bromlpy, Palatine House, 
Stoke Newington. 

An answer by the bearer is respectfully requested.*' 

« TO THB WESLETAW COHrERBNOB NOW ASSEMBLED. 

'* Mrv and Brbtbren, — 1 have nothing to say in * extenuaiUm 
apology t or retractation* In dbfbncb, I have a great deal to say, which 
you, disregarding all the claims of justice and all the dictates of humanity, 
have refuted to hear. What unintelligent and hideous domination is this, 
which has condemned me unheard, and then asks me for ' eiteuuation, 
apology, or retractation.' 

I denounce the district meeting which assembled in Bath, on Wednes- 
day, the 13th of February last, as an illegal assembly, and the sentence of 
suspension which it pronounced on me as * iktbnsblit illegal.' Jts meeting 
and its sentence were in immediate contravention of the 5th Article, under 
the head ' Conference discipline* in the articles of Pacification, which 
article enacts expressly, ' Thnt no preacher shall be suspended or removed 
from his circuit by ant district committee, except he have the pritilegb 
of the trial before mentioned,'— i.e., a trial by a ndxed court — which jiri- 
vUege I claimed. 

The expurgation ex officio — the propounding of questianB with a view 
to self-criminatiou or self-exculpation, vndtr penaUg — the production of 
charges in the form of interrogatories in Conference, district meeting, 
or other courts, without previous personal complaint and social expos- 
tulation, as authorized by the law, at p. 1 12 of the minutes for 1835, 
and as now maintained and practised by the Conference, I religiously 
regard as an infidel and impudent rejection of the authority of the Son 
of Ood, and believe that a more obvious contravention of our standard 
writing» could not be. And furthermore, I sincerely and prayerfnlly 
believe, that the men who originate and maintain this innovation upon 
our ancient discipline, are in this part of their conduct * enemies to the 
cross of Christ.* 

I am of opinion that if the Conference, instead of seeking ita own 
power and aggrandizement, would seek the glory of God aud the fpood 
of his people, it would, with the least possible delay, repeal the ezeon^le 
enactment at page 112 of the minutes for 1835, and would endeavour to 
find some other remedy for the evils which threaten its existence, than 
widespread, vntiring, and unrelenting excisions. 

The evidence of my sincerity in the testimony I thus bear, is my 
willingness to suffer any penalty the Conference has in its power to 
inflict, rather than pollute my conscience and dishonour my name by 
tendering extenuation, apology, or retractation, at a time and in a oa«e 
where the causeless, heartless injury and oppression, in connexion with 
this subject, I have so very long endured, call for mingled mstooiah- 
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ment, indignation, and grief.—- 1 am, men, and brethren, yonr faithful 
and affectionate, bnt deeply-injured brother, 

James Bbomlbt. 
Palatine House, Stoke Newington, London, August 15, ISdO.** 

Dr. BuNTiKG proposed that instead of the word expulsion, the terms 
<* shall cease to be a minister amongst us/' should be used. This was 
agreed to. 

Dr. Bbaitmovt said that he considered that it would be extremely un- 
seemly in the Conference at that late hour of the night to enter upon a 
case so full of importance and solemnity as this was made, by the course 
which bad been and which was proposed to be pursued. It was then 
already half an hour beyond the ordinary limit of their sitting ; the 
assembly was in a most disordered state ; members dropping off one after 
another ; those who remained were evidently fatigued ; he for his part 
was wearied and harrassed, and felt deeply the solemnity of considering 
such a report and such recommendations as were now before the Confer- 
ence. It was a weighty and an awful matter which- was to be brought 
before them ; it required the most solemn and profound attention ; and 
he accordingly was most unwilling to entertain it and still more so to 
speak to it on that eyening. He therefore proposed that the considera- 
tion of the report of the committee which had considered Mr. Bromley's 
case should as a measure of imperative justice be postponed till the 
morning. 

It was ultimately decided that the matter should be proceeded with. 

Mr. S. D. Waddt said he should be happy to move the resolution 
recommended by the committee ; but when he considered the standing 
of Mr. Bromley he felt that a father in the connexion ought to deal the 
blow. 

Mr. Natlob rose and moved that Mr. Bromley having resisted the 
legal district meetings in general ; having refused to appear before that 
summoned at Bath to adjudge his case ; having violated pledges given to 
the last Conference; and having written a letter that day to the president, 
indecent and unbecoming in tone and contumacious in spirit, should be 
expelled from the Wesleyan body. 

Mr. CoRBETT CooKB sccoudcd the resolution, saying that he considered 
Mr. Bromley had been a very injurious man in the connexion, whatever 
good qualities he might have. 

Mr. Scott could cordially support the resolution, thinking it requisite 
to show that the Conference and the district meetings must not be set at 
naught. 

Dr. Bbatjmoht then rose, and regretted that the Conference had per- 
sisted in proposing so momentous a resolution, at such an hour more 
especially. He felt the solemnity of the occasion extremely : he shrank 
from the consideration of such a proposal as was before the house ; but 
as a member of that Conference, as a minister of the gospel of peace, as 
a Christian man, be could not be a party to that matter either as oppo- 
nent or supporter without declaring his opinions. He should feel silence 
an inexcusable neglect of duty. He had three grounds for most strenu- 
ously opposing the resolution before the house. First, It mentioned 
Mr. Bromley's conscientious opinions upon district meetings and the law 
of 1835 as a ground for the severe course proposed. This he thought 
was an untenable and invalid ground. For many years it had been well 
known that Mr. Bromley repudiated and persisted in repudiating the 
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resolutioDS of 1835. He was allowed to do so year after year in private, 
in district meetings, in Conference, and in print ; and now, after fifteen 
years permission of that coarse, after fifteen years liberty had been 
allowed, after for fifteen years he bad been allowed to fortify himself 
with the permission of the Conference and the right of habit, were those 
permitted acts and feelings to be brought forward as a ground for minis- 
terial and Methodistic death with decency and justice ? How could they 
with consistency act thus: punishing in the most awful and solemn 
manner in which it was their power to do, so esteemed and devoted and 
aged a minister of Christ, in contradiction and condemnation of their 
permission of years? If this was just, how culpably negligent must have 
been their former conduct . Secondly, As to Mr. Bromley's refusal to 
attend the Minor District Meeting at Bath, the considerotions he had 
already urged came again into force here, and above and beyond these 
considerations, weighty and conclusive as they apppared to him to be, he 
remembered, and he called upon them to remember, the punishment 
which Mr. Bromley had already suffered — tlie anxiety of mind, the 
degradation of position, the deprivation of that most precious trust— the 
preaching of Christ's gospel : this surely was enough and far more than 
enough for such an error of judgement. It was an awful penalty to be put 
out of the pulpit, to be debarred from the . exercise of the n ^nisterial 
office even for a week. How much more for months ! How fe. *fal for 
ever ! Thirdly, As to the tone of Mr. Bromley's communication ; doubt- 
less it was not perfectly humble, nor perfectly moderate. Could it be 
expected to be so ? Had they deserved that it should be so ? Had Mr. 
Bromley been treated in a manner to warrant the Conference in claiming 
bis full respect and consideration f Must he not have become excited 
nnder the torture to which be had been subjected ? After mouths of punish - 
ment, anxious and painful as they must have been, he had been treated 
by that house very carelessly, very harshly, very iuconsiderately. When 
his appeal was ungraciously denied, he had not been informed of the deci- 
sion for days, each of which must have been wiredrawn by the heat of his 
anxiety, and then liad not been informed of it, he (Dr. Beaumont) feared, 
in a fitting manner. After a fortnight's suspense, so perilous and harrow- 
ing, it surely was not to be wondered at, or severely reprobated, if tbe sor- 
row of such a period had made Mr. Bromley exhibit somewhat of wayward 
feeling, even more than in that letter he had done. Such was the natural 
consequence of the ordeal through which he had parsed. That letter was 
a most unfitting and unsubstantial ground for so severe a course as that 
proposed. He could not, then, find himself justified in supporting such a 
resolution as was before them, and he entreated his brethren not to do so. 
Dr. Bunting had, indeed, said something about inserting a periphrasis for 
expelled — something about separated from his brethren. The Conference 
itself revolts from tbe awful word " expulsion," with horror. But let them 
not deceive themselves, they were aware that the efiect would be the same. 
Their act would be expulsion still — would have all the melancholy and 
terrible effects of that melancholy and terrible act. They would, by act- 
ing on Dr. Bunting's suggestion, only be deceiving themselves. He (Dr. 
Beaumont) then had but one course for himself to take. Had any milder 
method been taken with Mr. Bromley, it would, of course, have depended 
upon its peculiar nature, whether be (Dr. B.) would have sought to modify 
it by amendment, or have supported or opposed it; but as it was he could 
not, in any way, be a party to tbe resolution ; the consequences must li^ 
elsewhere than on him ; and he accordingly must vote against it 
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Dr. Bunting — Dr. BeaumoDt bad said that the CoDference bad acqui- 
esced in Mr. Bromley's conduct as to the laws of 1835. This was quite a 
luisrepreseDtation. More especially, some years ago, the Conference de- 
cided that Mr. Bromley's annual protest should not again be received by 
the district meeting. 

Dr. Beaumont admitted this fact, but that did not alter the case. The 
Conference had, through a series of years, acted up to a certain poiut, and 
never beyond that, and accordingly it acquiesced in Mr. Bromley's con- 
duct thus far — that it waived any further proceedings against him, and 
yet it was proposed of a sudden to go all lengths with him. 

Dr. BoNTiNo observed that Dr. Beaumont had taken up three grounds 
in favour of Mr. Bromley, There was, however, a fourth recital in the 
resolution, and that Dr. Beaumont bad left untouched. He referred to 
Mr. Bromley's having violated the pledges which he gave to the last 
Conference. 

Dr. Beaumont — I could not imagine that such an assertion could be 
put forward as an actual ground for the supposed act. I know that it is 
oflen made, but I want to see it proved. I cannot condemn a man un- 
heard ; how much less can I sentence him ? I call upon you not to take 
Such a responsibility upon you. It is alleged that Mr. Bromley buund 
himself not to agitate against the law of 1835, and, further, that he has 
broken that pledge. 1'akiug the pledge and the violation as granted, I 
protest against his punishment on that ground, until he has been beard 
in explanation. For anything 1 know, all these assertions and charges 
may t>e susceptible of being completely cleared up by him. He may be 
able to explain away all suspicion; and until he has failed to do so, I 
cannot condemn him. 

The resolution was then put and carried, with only one hand held up 
against it. That hand was Dr. Beaumont^s. 

The President then declared Mr. Bromley to be expelled from the 
body, and the following communication was addressed to him : — 

. ** Wesleyau Conference, August 16, 1850. 

"Dbar Bbotbeb, — It is our painfal duty to inform you that the 
committee appointed to consider your case has reported its opinion that 
your ministerial connexion with the Conference must now of necessity 
be terminated ; and that the Conference, after solemn deliberation, has 
adopted a resolution to that effect. A more full and formal communica- 
tion will be prepared and forwarded with as little delay as possible. 
We remain, dear brother, on behalf of the Conference, 

Tours faithfully, 

John Bbboham, President 
John Hannab, Secretary. 
Rev. J. Bromley, Palatine Hoase, Stoke Newington." 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16. 

The Conference was occupied with the Stations, the revision of which 
took up nearly the whole day. Mr. Budden was transferred from Ulver- 
stone to Montrose. Dr. Beaumont strongly remonstrated against this. 
He said they could not with honour or fairness change, behind bis back, 
the destination of a man who had just left them; more particularly when 
he had been sent by the Coufereuce on an arduous, difficult, and not very 
worthy duty. He wondered how they could attempt such a change with 
the man's delicate and fragile appearauce fresh in their memory, and 
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when be bad told them of the feeble health of bis famfly. Ue ropealed, 
that it was a most unworthy atti»mpt, and Mr. Budden's name ought im- 
mediately to ta^ replaced against Ulveiston. 

Dr. BiJNTiNO said that Mr. Budden could not be appointed at tvperio- 
tendent, and therefore if he did not take Montrose^ he most be led off tJbe 
stations till a place could be found for him. 

Dr. Bbadmont said that that would be still worse. It would be most 
scandalous to batter Mr. Budden about in that manner, more particularly t 
as he (Dr. B.) bad said, in bis absence on a roost unpleasant errand for 
the Conference. He must be left at Ulverston until a proper place could 
be found for him, and then, and not till then, let him be moved. — Mr. 
Budden's name was therefore again put down for Ulverston. 

One other case was of some interest. Mr. George being appointed to 
Ayr, upon the revision of that arrangement. Dr. Bbaomont said be bad 
a must painful recollection of the same gentleman having been moved 
from bis last circuit, equally against his own wish and that of the people ; 
and be had moreover a very painful knowledge of the very painful conse- 
quences which had arisen out of that act And yet it was now proposed 
again to move him, after only one year's residence, from bis present circuit, 
against his own wish and the desire of his flock ; and to place him in a 
circuit like Ayr, remote in position, and poor in every respect. That 
looked to him (Dr. B.) very much like a punishment! And a punishment 
for what? Who could tell? Surely the Conference was not gohig to 
exercise discipline without alleging any cause. 

In the course of the day, a letter was read from Mr. Charles Welch, 
of Hull, acknowledging the receipt of a letter of thanks addressed to 
him from the Conference for bis pamplet on the subject of " Lay Dele- 
gatiou." Mr. Welch observed that he felt thankful to Almighty God for 
three things. First, for a sound Wesleyan parentage. His father's in« 
variable usage was, during the Conference session, specially to commend 
at the family altar that assembly of ministers to the wisdom and protec- 
tion of Ood ; and thus, in his earliest childhood, he was taught to re- 
* spect the highest judicature of the Connexion. Secondly, subsequent 
reading and mature reflection had confirmed and amplified his confidence 
in the divine apparatus of Methodism to susuiu unimpaired the attacks 
of euemies, and to accomplish vast and glorious undertakings. Thirdly, 
roost of all, he was humbled to think, amidst the diflicnlties they wera 
now called on to surmount, perhaps unsurpassed in Christendom, they 
should condescend thus approvingly to notice his services. 

The business of the day was concluded by the election of chairmen 
of districts and financial secretaries. 

LOTAL ADDBBBB TO THB QUBBK OK THB BIBTB OT A PBINOB, 

A letter was read to the secretary from Sir G. Grey, acknowledging 
her Majesty's gracious reception of this address. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17. 

THB CONFEBBNCB OT 1851. 

Mr. Bubt, Chairman of the Newcastle District, introduced this sulject. 
After some conversation, it was agreed that the Conference should be held 
next yei|f in Newcastle-upon-1'yne, and the attendance of ministers limited 
to about three hundred and fifty. A committee was appointed to fix the 
number that should attend from each district, whose report was subbe- 
quently brought in and adopted. 
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fa HM cibtne of flM day, a totter was nsild Utom the Rev. J amss Mstb> 
tmti wtn^ tamlht gi Aisoogfet other subjveUt, that, io a ]ate number of the 
Wesleyan Times, which he designated a notorions and fabricating journal, 
b» wn* repreieatbd at a Rfortner ; that he cooM not but view it as a great 
ki$ubf aha a iiiigvaot iojaitioe inflicted open fain, and that, as to some of 
his brethren, who were not acquainted with him, it was cakmlated to lo««r 
Mm' in* their estimation, and wither their confidence in his characlRr; he, 
tliawffsre, bagged to assare the Conference that« with the class ofpersoos 
teignaced rrfomiers of Methodism, ha had no sympathy, and of their 
pttKMediags he felt the utmost abhorrence. 

' A ielter was read from Mr. Budden,in which he ivported, that having 
arrived at Holt on the previoos day, he found that the kej of his former 
home had been handed over to Mr. Colman, who was then in London ; 
and Oft applying to bis good lady, he oonld not persuade her to give him 
the key, she having been desired by her husband to yield it up to no 
one whomsoever, except by his order. • 

A letter was also read from Mr. Rowland, in which be begged to know 
wbetber the Conference would permit him to live anywhere — say in any 
of a certain list of places which be named, including Liverpool, Merthyr 
Tydvil, Neweastle-on-Tyne, Manchester, &o., and whether he might 
be permitted to travel ont of bis circuit, to visit Yarmouth, in case a friend 
•hoold ^ sick 7 The Conference decided that he might reside anywhere 
oat Qt Norfolk. 

Several oflBcial appointments were next made.... The President and 
Secretary, with Dr. Newton, were appointed to attend the next Irish 
Conference. . ..The President and the Bev. Charles Prest were appointed 
to visit Scotland for the promotion of the missionary cause, and to attend 
the financial district meeting. . . .The President and Mr. Robert Yo.ung 
were appointed to attend the South Wales district meeting, to be held a* 
CaMliff next spring.... Dr. Newton and the Rev. Wm. Stamp were ap- 
pointed to attend the North Wales district meeting of 1851. 

The committee of privileges was next appointed. An interesting 
conversation arose on several subjects brought nnder the notice of the 
eommittee, and suitable suggestions were offered to those gentlemen 
who were placed in cireamstances requiring special advice... The 
tbaoks of the Conference were unanimously voted to James Heald, 
£aq., M.P., for the assidaons employment of his parliamentary influ« 
enoe on questions relating to the privileges and interests of the Con- 
nexion. 

The Children's Fund Report was presented by the Rev. S. D. Waddy 
and the Rev. G. B. Macdonald, and adopted by the Conference. The 
ratio of 1S6 members for the support of one child was agreed to. 

The Pastoral Address to the Societies was read and adopted, subject 
to the insertion of a passage relating to circuit memorials, when those 
memorials should have been considered by the Couference. 

A communication from the oflBcers of the Wesleyan Seamen*s Society 
in London was read, and the general feeling of the Conference was that 
the society was worthy of the patronage and support of Wesleyan Me- 
thodists, when appealed to, to support efforts for the spiritual improve- 
ment of British seamen. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 19. 

- A ktler was read from Mr. George Smith, of Camborne, acknov^edging 
the receipt of a resolution of thanks to htm for the pnbUeation of his 
O 
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pamphlet entitled, ** The Wesleyan MinistefB and their Slanderers," ex- 
pressing his deep sense of the honour the Conference had done him) hy 
that commnnication, and assuring them that there was no otlier hody of 
men whose approbation he so highly valned, and whose confidence and 
esteem afforded him so much real pleasure. 

AUXILIABY VUKD. 

Mr. Scott presented the report of the state of this fund, from which it 
appeared that notwithstanding the efforts made by the agitators to injure 
it, the deficiency of contributions in the classes as compared with the 
previous year only amounted to £2U8 18s. 4d., and the deficiency in the 
June subscription was still smaller. NcTertheless, in consequence of the 
number of claimants on the fund and of the insufficiency of the ordinary 
income to meet the claims presented, it was stated that there was a totid 
deficiency, including the balances of previous years, of about £1,550. 

«A conversation then took place respecting the best mode of meeting 
this deficiency. A considerable number of ministers thought it would be 
well rather to impose an annual contribution of a guinea upon each 
minister than to allow the claimants on the fund to suffer in consequence 
of any reduction in their limited allowances. Others expressed tlieir 
opinion that if the real necessities designed to be met by the fund were 
more generally known the existing debt would be speedily removed, and 
a large regular income secured. It was finally determined to pos^one 
any new regulation until next year. 

The usual thanks of the Conference were voted to the officers and 
committee, and their re^appointment passed unanimously. 

ADDBESS OF THE IBISH CONFBBENCE. 

This address was read by Dr. Hannah, the secretary, after which 
Mr. Wadoh was called on to address the Conference. Having thanked 
them for their kind reception of himself and colleagues as the represen* 
tatives of the Irish Conference, he expressed his regret that they had not 
been favoured with greater spiritual prosx>erity in Ireland. As Methodist 
ministers the brethren in Ireland were resolved to live and labour toge- 
ther. They were prepared to go with this Conference whether in weal or 
in woe. 

After addresses from Mr. Matthews, Dr. Applebe and others, the 
answer to the address was read and adopted. 

EDUCATIONAL COMMXTTEB. 

The report of this committee was submitted to the Conference, and 
after considerable conversation it was agreed that deputations should 
visit the principal towns and cities of Great Britain, to impart informa- 
tion on the question of day-school education ; to raise a sum of £10,000, 
in the first place, to meet the government grant of £7,000 from the 
Committee of Council on Education ; and in the next place to enable the 
committee to enter on their great enterprise with confidence. To meet 
the views of persons willing to subscribe, it was suggested and finally 
agreed to, that where it wss desired subscriptions might be paid in equal 
instalments, in March 1850, and 1851. It was further unanimously re- 
solved that the committee should put themselves in connection with a 
person qualified to undertake the duties of principal of the institution, 
and to be able to name him to the next Conference. Thanks were then 
accorded to the committee and officers of the institution for their veiy 
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efficient and acceptable serrices daring the past year, and at a snhse- 
qnent sitting suitable appointments were made for the year ensuing. 

CIBCUIT MEHOBIALS. 

The Pbesident informed the Conference that the committee ap* 
pointed to examine, classify, and report upon these memorials, had spent 
a large portion of time upon them, and had appointed a sub-committee 
from their number to consider more maturely some of the details of the 
report to be presented. He would therefore request that the committee 
should meet again at five o'clock in the afternoon. 

DB. DIXOV. 

The Pbesident informed the Conference that Dr. Dixon had received 
medical advice to return home. 

Dr. Bunting greatly regretted that the state of Dr. Dixon's health ren- 
dered that step necessary. He considered it a very untoward circum- 
stance, because he believed that, if an opportunity had been afforded him 
of having some conversation with his brethren respecting his views, the 
statements which he (Dr. Bunting) had reason to think Dr. Dixon was 
prepared to make to the Conference, would have set him right with them 
and the connexion. 

Mr. SooTT adverted to a conversation he had had with Dr. Dixon, and 
concurred in the opinion expressed, that had he had an opportunity of 
freely conversing with the Conference he would have set himself right in 
their estimation. He hoped that Dr. Dixon would take an early oppor- 
tunity of doing so. It was very desirable that so excellent a man, who 
was in the main one with them, should avail himself of such an oppor- 
tunity. 

Dr. Beaumont could not in the least comprehend what Dr. Bunting 
had said about Dr. Dixon. He had been sitting side by side with him 
for a fortnight, and now, when ill health unfortunately called Dr. Dixon 
home. Dr. Bunting rose in his absence to complain of his conduct. 
Saeh a complaint the Conference could not possibly entertain. To 
attack a man behind his back, when to his face, whilst he had been 
daily present for a fortnight, not a word had been said, would pass all 
bounds of decorum and fairness. It reminded him (Dr. Beaumont) 
of an occurrence with regard to the same gentleman at the Hull Con- 
ference, two years ago, when Dr. Dixon had just returned from 
America, and was allowed to sit for days in silence, but when he had 
indignantly left the Conference, he was immediately found fault with. 
He (Dr. Beaumont) had at that time spoken his sentiments upon that 
matter, and he trusted he should see no repetition of such a course in 
this instance. 

Dr. Newton said that in that case Dr. Dixon had spoken. 

Dr. Beaumont did not mean to say that he bad not spoken, but that 
he had not been called on by the Conference to speak. 

The Pbesident said it was perfectly competent for any member of 
the Conference to express his regret that Dr. Dixon was not present; 
and it was incorrect, as a matter of fact, for any one to say that Dr. 
Dixon had not had an opportunity of declaring his sentiments. A week 
tigo he (Dr. Dixon) would have been requested to do so, had not his 
absence through indisposition prevented it. 

Mr. 8. D. Waddt observed that he had great respect and affection for 
Dr. Dixon. He could not hide frotn his micd the fact that Dr. Dixon's 
opinions had great weight with the masses of the people. 
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Mr. Wv. Bunting objected ajirRinst any remarks on Dr. Dixon's 
eharacter when there was nothing on record against him. 

Dr. Bunting said nothing could be more in order than what had 
taken place. It had been agreed, at an early period in the Conference, 
that certain names should be reserved, and a fit opportunity embraced 
of having a free conversation with the parties. That had been done, 
but when Mr. Dixon's name was mentioned he was absent. His absence 
tinder existing circumstances could not be held to preclude an observa- 
tion respecting him. 

Mr. Waddt resumed. It would have been very inconsistent in the 
Conference to look at other names and pass over Dr. Dixon's. The pe- 
culiarity of Dr. Dixon's mind was that he did not give himself credit 
for the amount of inflnence which his sentiments exerted ; still some 
notice must be taken of his views. He ( Mr. Waddy) was particularly 
indebted to Dr. Dixon for having corrected his own views, at an early 
period of life, when he was in danger of imbibing ideas which he now 
saw to be inconsistent with their Connexional principle. Had he fallen 
into other h«nds, he knew not what might have been the result. He 
trusted that Dr. Dixon would take an opportunity of setting himself 
right with the Conference. 

The PitesiDENT observed, that it was necessary that some reference 
should be made to this case, in accordance with previous agreement ; and 
though, because of Dr. Dixon's illness, it could not be gone into at the 
proper time, yet to allow it to pass, even now, gub silentio, was not in 
order. Surely the warmest friends of Dr. Dixon could not complain of 
the tenor of the remarks made. They had all been made in a friendly 
spirit towards him. 

Evening Sitting, 

The general resolutions of the Missionary Committee of Beview were 
reported, and the District Missionary Deputations appointed. 

The report of the'Theological Institution was read and approved. On 
the vote of thanks to the President (Dr. Bunting) being passed, Dr. 
Bunting observed, that the services he had rendered were comparatively 
feeble, but in consequence of the presence of the very able men who were 
engaged in the two branches uf the Institution, these services were ren- 
dered the less necessary. He had hoped for relief. Considering his 
growing feebleness he coveted repose, freedom from all matters not im- 
mediately connected with his personal preparation for that eternal world 
to which he was hastening. He hoped that next year they would be able 
to supersede the office he held in the Institution. It had, no doubt, been 
needful at first; but now, with such efficient men as Providence had 
given them, perhaps it might be dispensed with. He had little hope of 
attending the next Conference, and had been led to look solemnly on the 
present one as probably the last that he should attend ; yet he should be 
thankful, if it should please Ood to give him the privilege, of somewhere 
meeting his brethren once again. 

On the thanks to the governors and tntors being passed, Mr. Thomas 
Jackson acknowledged the manner in which the Conference bad passed 
the vote, as did Dr. Hannah and Mr. Farrar. 

The Book Committee was next appointed. Then the Schools' Com- 
mittee and the Committees on Chapel Afiairs. Also a special committee 
to consider the entire interests of the Chapel and Edncntion Fund, and to 
devise some scheme by which both the chapel relief and educational 
movement might be promoted. 
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In connection with the nomination of these committees it maj be stMed 
that Dr. BuNima expressed the strong views which he entertained of the 
great importance of bringing the appointment of such committees before 
the Conference by the officers of their several departments. There moat, 
he observed, be some kind of nomination after all; but he thought it 
would be well if the officers of the several departments would consult the 
lay members of the committees at their meetings as to the nomination 
for the year of suitable persons ; and tbat thus they might have commit- 
tees nominated partly by ministers and partly by laymen. After a brief con- 
versation a motion was passed that this course should be adopted. 

The report of the Shetland committee was read. It stated tbat great 
advantages had already arisen from the visits of Mr. John Stephenson, 
and that in order to secure and extend those advantages it was highly 
desirable that such visits should be repeated. With one or two verbid 
alterations the report was adopted, and Mr. Stephenson was re-appointed 
to visit Shetland next spring. The thanks of the Cooference were uoani- 
monsly presented to Mr. Stephenson for his kind, patient, assiduous, 
and faithful attention to the interests of the district. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20. 

CANADIAN AVFAIRS. 

The address from the Canadian to the British Conference was read by 
the Secretary. After which Dr. Alder, who in the ev^nt of Dr. Ryerson's 
public duties preventing him from visiting £ng]and at the present time, 
had been unanimously appointed by the special committee of the Cana- 
dian Conference to act as the representative of the Wesleyau church in 
Canada, proceeded to lay before the Conference various statements illus- 
trative of the present state of Methodism in that portion of the empire ; 
in doing which he regarded it as constituting one of the most fruitful 
branches of the parent tree; that although scarcely sixty years had 
passed away since the first Methodist minister first crossed the boundary 
line which separates western Canada from the neighbouring republic, 
and the country up to a comparatively recent period was occupied by a 
thin and scattered population, there were now upwards of 20,000 persons 
in the Wesleyan societies there, and not less than 100,000 who regularly 
attend the Wesleyan ministry; that the principal connexional institutions, 
especially the collegiate and the book room, were in a state of growing 
prosperity, and that the prospects of future usefulness were most gratify- 
ing. Dr. Alder then referred to the results which have followed the 
measures for union adopted in 1S47 and since acted upon, showing that 
during the last three years peace and prosperity have been enjoyed by 
the church j in proof of which he referred to the numerical increase and 
improved financial condition by which the past year had been distin- 
guished. They had now in the missionary department of the work in 
Canada 46 stations, 62 missionaries, 07 local preachers, 50 chapels, 440 
preaching places, 6,129 church members, and 24,060 hearers. After 
furnishing these statistical details connected with the Indian and 
domestic missions. Dr. Alder said that he rejoiced to have it in his power 
to inform the Conference that he had received from Canada a copy of ihe 
Model Deed, the outlines of which were prepared during his last visit, 
for the settlement of the chapels and other property belonging to the 
Methodist church there, which was framed upon the same principles as 
the Model Deed in England. 
O 3 
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The answer to the Canadian address was then read. 

Dr. Newton in proposing its adoption expressed his pleasure in per- 
ceiving that there was a cordial oneness between the Canadian brethren 
and themselves. He believed that there was a real and vital union, and 
that the blessing of God woald rest npon it. He had listened with great 
interest to the observations made by Dr. Alder on Canadian afifairs, and 
had time permitted he should have felt disposed to make some remarks. 

Mr. Mabsden seconded the resolution, which was unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Aldeb said that it would have been gratifying to the brethren of 
the Canadian Conference, and productive of great advantage to their com- 
mon Methodism, if the Conference could have appointed a suitable per- 
son to proceed to the province and preside over the Canadian Conference 
next year. He was impressed with the desirableness of maintaining the 
union which had been formed by such a medium of communication ; but 
it being difficult to find a suitable minister who could disengage himself 
' from his ordinary work long enough for that purpose, he would propose 
that the general superintendent of their missions in that country, the Rev. 
Enoch Wood, should be appointed to preside at the next Conference. 

This proposal having been seconded it was unanimously adopted. 

CASES 07 appeal; 

The oases of appeal against the decisions of superintendents in the 
expulsion of members were eight ip number, and were referred by the 
Conference to a committee. The committee reported that the following 
was the result of their investigations : — 

1. In the case of Thomas Bradley the appeal had been twice heard, 
and the charges admitted by the accused. The appeal was therefore dis- 
allowed. 

2. George Firby had forfeited his right of appeal by having in the 
mean time appealed to the public, and obstructed the due course of law. 

3. Mr. Collier. — This was a complaint in the form of a charge, which 
could not in the first instance be received by the Conferenee, but must be 
heard in its proper court. It was referred there accordingly. 

4. In the case of Thomas North's appeal, it appeared that while his 
case was pending he had identified himself with another religious body, 
and had thus cut himself off from communion with the society. 

5. Mr. Jeremiah Beaumont, as in the instance of Mr. Collier, preferred 
a charge- -not an appeal. The case was referred to his Leaders' meeting. 

6. Mr. Fritchell's complaint was referred to a hearing by the Revs. Dr. 
Newton and W. W. Stamp. 

7. A protest from several local preachers of North Walsham, complain- 
ing of illegal expulsion.^ The cases were not in a state ripe for appeal, 
and were therefore referred to the new superintendent, in conjunction 
with the chairman of the district. 

8. The last appeal was from Mes'isrs. Walter and others, against the 
decision of a minor district meeting. In point of order, the minutes of 
the minor district meeting had been read in the Conference, and no 
appeal lodged against it. Moreover the appellants had given neither the 
superintendent nor the district any notice. The appeal was notwithstand* 
ing considered ; and while it was regretted that the appellants had placed 
themselves in such circumstanc^es, there appeared no reason to alteif the 
decision of the minor district meeting. 

The final revision of the stations occupied several hours, and at a Bab<» 
sequent period of the day they were confirmed. 
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TBIALt AT LBADSB8' MSBTINOt. 

The case of persons refusing to plead when brought before leaders* 
meetings, again occupied the consideration of the Conference, having 
been postponed at a former sitting, when the stations were brought in for 
consideration. 

After some discussion a deolaratary resolotion was adopted, to the 
effect that if the party accused refused either to admit or deny the charge, 
he was not entitled to demand proof ; but his refusal should be consi- 
dered as an acknowledgement of his offence; and in such cases he should 
not be entitled to demand proof, unless the superintendent in the exercise 
of his discretion thought proper to admit of it for the fuller satisfaction of 
all parties. 

THE NUMBSRB IK BOOIBTT. 

The Rev. Thomas Dickik presented the following report on this 
flnbject : — 

District. On Trial. Mnmbers. Increase. Decreaia, 

London 805 .... 35401 .... — .... 216 

Bedford,&c 65S . . 11043 .... 950 .... — 

Kent 344 ... 7508 .... 83 .,.. — 

Norwich,&c 5t9 .... 107fi6 .... — ..,, fiJl 

Oxford 680 .... 6895 .... 8!i .... — 

PorUmontb 343 .... 6444 .... 990 .... ^ 

Guernsey 44 .... 3350 .... 126 .... ~ 

Dftvonport ^ 344 .... 7883 .... 418 .... .^ 

Cornwall 9354 .... 93557 .... 4000 .... — 

Exeter 379 .... 6911 .... 177 .... -. 

Briatol 741 .... 18967 .... 679 .... ~ 

Bath 417 . .. 9159 .... 69 .... ~ 

First South Wales 379 .... 3505 .... 443 .... ~ 

Second SoQth Wales 358 .... 4869 .... 698 .... — 

North Wales 660 .... 7436 .... 611 .... ~ 

Biimingham, &C. 1496 .... 19667 .... 1336 .... — 

Macclesfield 824 .... 10057 .... 583 .... -. 

Liverpool 585 .... 13197 .... 331 .... ~ 

Manonester, &c 813 .... 92999 .... — .... 976 

Halifax^&o. 831 .... 18934 ... -» .... 996 

Leeds 602 .... 31495 .... 635 .... — 

Sheffield 958 .... 13909 .... — .... 953 

Nottiogbem, &c 899 .... 17537 .... — .... 1641 

Lincoln 1303 .... 1&171 .... 631 .... -. 

Hull 787 .... 16166 .... 439 .... — 

York 317 .... 13999 .... 49 .... — 

Whitbv.&e 746 .... 7713 .. 658 .... — 

Newcastle 676 .... 19996 .... 1263 .... — 

Carlisle 197 .... 4084 .... 136 .... — 

IsleofMan 70 .... 3310 .... — .... 164 

Edinbargh,&e 199 .... 9876 .... — .... 107 

Shetland 41 .... 1993 .... — .... 118 

80,098 368,277 13,579 3^76 

Last year 348,974 3,676 

10,003 10,008 nettlociease 

In Ireland there had been a nett decrease of 1,114, chiefly occasioned by 
emigrations : thus showing a nett increase in Great Britain and Ireland of 
S,889. On the Foreign Missions an increase was reported of lid, making 
« total net increase of 9,004. In explanation of the return of numbers 
on the Mission Stations, it was stated that the Domestic Missions in West- 
ern Canada, though included in the retaros of the Mission Houne, were 
not inclodod in the retams now made to the Conference; otherwise the 
increase on the Mission Stations would have appeared mnch more con^ 
siderable* 
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The Special Comkittbb, recommended by the Committee of the Con- 
tingent Fand, was next appointed, and Mr. Jobson aunounced a list of 
donations which had already been received, designed to support Methodism 
in those circuits where agitations had occasioned serious injury to the 
circuit finances. 

CIBCUIT MEMORIALS. 

The report of the committee, which had been appointed to consider the 
memorials presented to the Wesleyan Conference by the Special Circuit 
Meetings, was brought under the attention of that assembly about eight 
o'clock in the evening. It stated, that, out of 439 circuits in the con- 
nexion, but 66 had memorialized; the memorials from those circuits were 
more or less numerously signed, sometimes very partially. Upon the 
whole, the committee did not feel called upon to recommend any steps to 
be taken in accordance with the desires expressed by the memorialists. 

Dr. Beaumont observed that he was grieved to find the consideration of 
so vital a matter as that then before them had been postponed till they 
were at the very last gasp, when it was actually impossible to give either 
memorials or report the consideration which they imperatively demanded ; 
when it would be utterly useless to attempt to do justice to the matter, and 
much more to act upon it in any manner except as had been pre-arranged. 
He felt convinced that the course followed in the matter of the memorials 
was an unwise and a dangerous course. With regard to the report, he 
must remark, that, in the analysis of the memorials proseuted to the Con- 
ference, no notice whatever had been taken of the two most important 
matters which those memorials contained — Tiz., the widening the avenues 
between the Conference and the people, and the opening of the sittings of 
the Conference to the press. On some of the other measures proposed, he 
had grave doubts, and was not prepared at once to recommend them as 
wise or desirable ; but upon those points the people themselves were very 
widely divided. As to the particular measures which he had mentioned, 
however, he believed the mem<vials were unanimous, and, moreover, that 
their feeling was shared by a majority of the people in general. As to the 
special circuit meetings, they were exclusive, walled-up, narrowed, imprac- 
ticable meetings. They were unjust, he thought, as well as impolitic, in 
their constitution ; and still more, they aroused a whole army of distrusts, 
jealousies, and suspicionsin the working; and accordingly, they could not but 
be injurious to the interest, and peace, and prosperity of the body. What- 
ever would weaken the bond of union, and, by consequence, the church, was 
very bad. As to the press, he was convinced that the system of reporting 
which they at present had in that assembly was most mischievous and inja- 
rious i and he was convinced, that, were there no call for it from without, 
it was very necessary for their own peace and usefulness that the press at 
large should have admission to their meetings. He had mentioned these 
grave omissions, but be was glad that there were such. Under present 
circumstances, when nothing could be discussed with effect or justice, he 
was really glad that on these vital points at least they were not to be 
hampered by having made any hasty and inconsiderate resolutions. &% 
prayed, that, as well in those deliberations, as in the more satisfactory and 
careful and liberal discussions which he hoped to see occur amongst them* 
they would be guided by the gracious Spirit of Wisdom from above, whic^ 
might lead them into all truth. He invoked the holy and reverend and 
most wise spirit of their founder, John Wesley, upon the afisembly, that it 
might be animated by the generosity, the justice, the grandeur, the nobility^ 
and the wisdom which marked his conduct. 
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Mr. W. M. BtTHTiiro bftd listened with grest gratifieation to Dr. Bean- 
moot It had afforded him great pleasure to hear that gendemao, the 
moderation of his sentiments and of his tone, so different from those of 
a man so extreme and reTolntionarj as Dr. Beaumont had been repre* 
sented to be. He (Mr. Bunting) feU that they were dealing with a Tery 
weighty and critical state of things, in whieh error might produce unseen 
difficulties and dangers, and he thought that it would be well to appoint 
a committee of the Conference, which should sit through the year and 
eonsider the complaints and proposals of the dissatisfied portion of the 
connexion. He thought such a measure would be wise, and prudent, 
and right, and might remote all the difficulties in their way. 

Mr. Waddt strongly opposed the committee which Mr. Bunting had 
suggested. If e thought it would be extremely unwise, because it would 
excite expectations which could never be realized. If the Conference 
thought that the memorials required any answer, they should give it at 
once, as they were fully competent to do. 

Mr. Arthub adTocated the committee which had been suggested. He 
thought it would be a roost prudent and advantageous course. Many 
deluded agitators would be detached from the body with which they then 
were engaged, and would become consistent, sound, and peaceable men. 
Such a wise measure of conciliation could not fail to do good ; and he 
implored the Conference to appoint a committee. 

Mr. Stewabd followed on the same side. 

Mr. 8. Jackson said that he had felt more hurt at the suggestion 
which had been thrown out for a committee than by any of the occur- 
rences of the year. He thought that it would be an unmitigated evil. It 
would be a triumph to the men who were at present striving to overturn 
Methodism. And how could they who had subscribed to the Declaration 
in the course of the year, consent to such a triumph ? To do so, would 
be contradictory to, and inconsistent with, their solemn declaration* 
Such a thing had never been granted before. In the year 1797 there was 
no committee appointed ; in 1835 the members of Conference considered 
themselves competent to decide at once, without any committee of the 
kind proposed, and why should they not do so now ? He was most 
strongly opposed to anything of the kind, and could not oppose it too 
earnestly. Mr. Jackson concluded by saying, " I implore you not to grant 
a committee, and I caution and warn you against doing so." 

Dr. Newton opposed the suggested committee. He was quite sure 
that many most influential persons were expecting to see decisive action 
on the part of the Conference, and if it did not act decisively, they would 
leave the connexion. They would have peace, and they must have peace. 

Dr. Bunting took up the report of the committee, and analyzed the 
memorials at some length. He objected to their contents terto/tm. He 
thought that the resolutions of 1835 should be vigorously supported. It 
was essential to their prosperity that they should be so. He also strongly 
objected to being memorifUized by juvenile leaders and local preaehers, 
and accordingly he supported the constitution of the special circuit meet- 
ings. As to opening Conference, such a measure would completely put s 
stop to that delightful frankness and brotherly freedom which had so 
long distinguished that assembly. Why should they have a committee, 
as had been suggested ? Surely there was no necessity for one ! He was 
quite convinced that the large majority of the people were perfectly satis- 
fied with the state of the connexion. 

Mr. Scott had, in the committee whieh had reported, been for such 
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a ooniTnittee as had been now sag^sted, bmt seeing who opposed it 
woald give it up ; for what could be the use of a committee anless Dn. 
Bunting and Newton and Mr. Jackson were upon iti 
. Mr. Natlob must oppose a committee, as he thought that all waa 
right in the Connexion. With reference to what Dr. Beaumont had 
aaid, he did not think the doors of Conference needed any widening. 
Why, in Grosvenor-street, Manchester, there were about 46 persons 
members of their special meeting. And in Salford he believed ther» 
were nearly 60. With regard to the press, indeed, he thought that 
there was need for improvement. There was a scandalous paper, 
which ought to be stopped, that gave its columns to the propagating of 
the most revolutionary and injurious sentiments. 

The report of the committee was affirmed, and certain resolutions 
were then moved, denouncing the agitators, and pledging the Confer- 
ence to " deal with them," which were adopted. 

The following is the substance of the report of the committee : — 

" The Conference respectfully acknowledges the receipt of memorials 
from individuals and special circuit meetings duly constituted, which 
may be separated into two classes, the one class containing declarations 
of entire confidence in the constitution and operations of Wesleyan 
Methodism : the other class conveying various suggestions to the Con- 
ference in respect to the proposed alteration of, and intended improve- 
ment in, certain departments of the connexional economy and discipline. 

In reference to these communications, the Conference thinks it right, 
in justice to the case, and for the information of parties interested, to 
state the following particulars : — 

That nearly half of the memorials and letters are altogether silent as 
to serious grievances or complaints, or the suggestion of extensive al- 
teration or improvement : that of the remainder not more than twenty- 
two propose such oi^anic changes as the Conference cannot entertain, 
and as the circuit meetings ought not to have adopted, consisting mostly 
of suggestions concerning the official definition of a circuit quarterly 
meeting, and the opening of the Conference to the Wesleyan public ; 
that from 373 out of 439 circuits in Great Britain, Conference has not 
received any memorials ; that all the memorials and letters have been 
carefully examined, and their contents repeatedly and deliberately 
considered; and that, having deliberated on them, the Conference 
adopts the following declaratory resolutions : 

1. The Conference regards itself bound by the principles set forth in 
the New Testament, and by the sacred trust transmitted to it by Mr. 
Wesley and his coadjutors, to maintain the pastoral office in unimpaired 
integrity, and holds itself bound to uphold the spiritual authority ap- 
propriate and necessary to the pastoral office. In accordance with 
which general resolution the Conference declares. First, That respecting 
the exercise of discipline through the medium of leaders* meetingSy 
whilst the Conference is resolved to act faithfully upon the rules giving 
an accused person right of trial before such meeting, and accords to the 
leaders' meeting the right of judgement as to the sufficiency of the 
evidence to support the accusation, especially in cases likely to affect 
the membership and official position of the accused, it will still require 
its ministers, previous to pronouncing sentence, to consult all proper 
parties : that, at the same time, the Conference cannot transfer to 
laymen the ultimate determination of such sentence without transgress- 
ing its own oonviotiona of solemn duty, and abandoning a right exolu- 
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eively appropritted to the ptstorate. Secondly, that the proposal eon- 
tained in some of the memorials to constitate the quarterly meeting a 
court of floal appeal against the sentence of the leaders' meeting it 
altogether inadmissible; besides other reasons, because, as quarterly 
meetings are usually constituted, such appeal would be to a meeting 
partly composed of persons having less claim than the leaders' meeting 
to a spiritual character, and occupied more on temporal business, and 
being less likely correctly to determine such appeals. 

II. The Conference solemnly resoWes to stand by the connexional 
principle adopted by Mr. Wesley, and since maintained, as being that 
in which, next to the grace and blessing of the Holy Spirit, the great 
strength of Wesleyan Methodism lies, for the conservation of its internal 
purity and order, and for the accomplishment of the great spiritual ob- 
jects for which it was first brought into existence, and has been hitherto 
sustained. In the maintenance of this principle the Conference de- 
clares that, while freely leaving to united societies the general right 
which they have hitherto exercised of settling local matters by local 
authorities, in all cases where that may be done consistently with the 
interests and laws of the connexion, the Conference feels itself bound 
to resist any attempts to establish, especially in disciplinary matters, 
the absolute local independency either of single societies, circuits, 
or districts. On this ground, apart from previous objections, the pro- 
posal to erect any local meetings into courts of final appeal, amounting 
to a proposal to break up the connexion, and to exchange Wesleyan 
Methodism for Independency is not merely inadmissible, but, on the part 
of those seeking to remain in the connexion, inconsistent and absurd. 

III. The Conference further declares its unalterable resolution to uphold 
the authority vested in its district committees, as subordinate and interme- 
diate courts of inquiry and appeal, both for ministers and people, whilst 
at the same time, to all parties duly respecting that authority, it leaves un- 
fettered the right of an ultimate appeal to the Conference. As to the 
bearing of this resolotion, in cases of discipline, on local officers and pri- 
vate members, the Conference very freely admits the undesirableness of 
the authority of an extraordinary committee being enforced, except on 
special occasions, and considers that in the first instance all fairly practi- 
cable means should be employed to preclude the necessity of nuch interpo- 
sition. But in cases where the result of the leaders' meeting is seriously- 
unsatisfactory either to the superintendent or to the accused, there 
is an obvious call for the exercise of the appellate jurisdiction of a district 
committee, as, on the supposition of continued dissatisfaction on either 
side, there is farther occasion for reference to the appellate jurisdiction of 
the Conference. And this procedure arises oat of the principles of pas- 
toral authority and ecclesiastical ojder which have been uniformly acted 
on, and are essentiaL According to those principles, all matters of local 
complaint are, if possible, settled by the ordinary local authorities of such 
circait, under the direction of the superintendent. The result of this first 
attempt being unsatisfactory, the aid of the collective pastorate of a minor 
district meeting, or of the entire district, is called in to do justice to the 
caee, and that assistance failing to give satisfaction to either of the parties, 
the Conference, as the collective pastorate of the connexion, enquires into 
the case and pronounces its decision. Such has been and is our practice 
as a connexion, and to this practice the Conference is resolved to adhere, 
not only as necessary for the maintenance of connexional discipline, but 
also as funisbiug to the people, as well as to the mloisters, the strongest 
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secnrity they conld dmre, not otherwise ohtainable, against the hazard of 
their sufferiog the undue pressure of local prejudice and initation. 

jy. The matters above adverted to being disposed of there still remain 
some other matters which, though not equally important, the Conference 
is unwilling to pass over. With respect to the appointment of general 
connexional committees, the Conference has already taken active part in 
harmony with some of the suggestions which have been made; the 
members of those committees having been nominated this year not in a 
committee appointed for the purpose but in the Conference. And with 
regard to other points the suggestions of the memorials are so variooa 
and conflicting, that it would be difficult to form an estimate as to what 
should be considered the prevailing opinion amongst the memorialists, 
and still more difficult to establish the persuasion that the things sug- 
gested are very generally or extensively claimed. Even were it otherwise, 
the Conference submits to the consideration of their memorialists whether 
a time of agitation be the most fitting for making any alterations in oar 
ecclesiastical economy, and whether it is not safer and more becoming 
that these and similar matters should be dealt with when all parties 
are more favourably circumstanced for arriving at sound practical con* 
elusions. It will surely be allowed by the memorialists that none of the 
points which may be admitted to be open for discussion, nor all of them, 
are of sufficient importance to justify their being made occasion for strife 
and debate, or a subject of serious and urgent demand. The law of 
peace and godly order is infinitely more important than any of the points 
which the memorialists seek to secure. Besides, the most important of 
tiiese points have already been canvassed in one of the largest assemblies 
and laymen that has ever been held in our body on the general afiaiis of 
our connexion, — the meeting held at Sheffield before the Conference o\ 
1835; and there appears no reason sufficient to disturb at present the 
general conclusions then adopted. If there be any other points in the 
memorials which have not been so settled, they will be regarded by the 
Conference as still open for consideration, and whatever may be found in 
them ultimately likely to accomplish any useful and important object will 
be readily adopted. 

THE CI.0SIK6 PBOCEBDIK08. 

The very cordial thanks of the Conference were passed to those friends 
who had so Hospitably entertained the ministers during the sittings of the 
Conference — to the ministers of the London circuits, for their attention 
to the arrangements connected with it, — and to Mr. Beech, as leader of 
the singing at the Conference sittings. 

Mr. F. A. West presented the report of a committee of the last Con- 
ference appointed to prepare a form of proceedings for the better transac- 
tion of the business of district meetings. After a short conversation, the 
matter was re- committed, with instructions to print it, and supply the 
officers of districts therewith. 

Mr. John Fabbab next proceeded to read the Journal ; at the close of 
which the several acts of the Canadian Conference, the Irish Conference, 
and the British Conference, were duly acknowledged and confirmed by 
the votes of the legal Hundred. The Journal was signed by the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary at half-past ten o'clock. 

The hymn on page 497 was sung, Mr. Scott and Mr. S. Jacksok en- 
gaged in prayer, and the Pbbsidebt pronounced the benediction, a few 
minutes before eleven o'clock. 



STATIONS OF THE PREACHERS. 
(Official Copy,) 

JOHN BBBOHAM, D.D., 9RB8IDBNT OT TRB OONFEBENOB. 

[K.B. — Each of the places mentioned in these stations is the head of a rircuit. The 
rapertntendent and other minister or ministers stationed in or appointed to the 
several oirottita nndermentionedf is and are appointed by the Conference to preach, 
and to perform all acts of ritiiKious worship and Methodist discipline, in eaob and 
erery of the Wesleyaa Methodist Chapels already erected, or to be erected, within each 
circuit respectirely, within the space of twelve calendar months, at such time or times 
and in sucn manner as to him or them aball aeem proper i subject nevertheless to the 
auperintcudent ministerO 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

I. — THE LONDON DIBTRIOT. 

John Beecham, D.D. (President of the Conference), Chairman.— Frederick J. Jobson, 

Financial Seci'etary. 

First London (City-road, &c.) — Joseph Fowler, Joseph Hargreaves, 
Thomas Pennington, F. J. Jobson, J. G. Wilson, James Allen, Srd ; 
Joseph Fielden, William Brocklehurst, supernumeraries. George 
Cnbitt and W. L. Thornton, M.A., editors; John Mason, book steward. 
Jabez Bunting, D.D., Robert Alder, D.D., and Elijah Hoole, are the 
general secretaries of our missions ; John Hebb, president's assistant; 
Samnel Young, superintendent, under the direction of the Missionary 
Committee, of the Irish Missions and Schools. 

Wesleyan Theological Institution— Dr. Bunting, president of the 
institution. Southern branch, Richmond —Thomas Jackson, theolo- 
gical tutor; Samuel Jackson, house governor; John Farrar, classical 
tntor ; John D. Geden, assistant tutor. Northern branch, Didsbury — 
John Bowers, hoase governor; John Hannah, D.D., secretary of the 
Conference, theological tutor; J. Crowther, classical tutor ; Benjamin 
Hellier, assistant tutor. 

Uxbridge— David Barley, who shall act under the direction of the 
house governor at Richmond. 

Second London (Great Queen-street, &o.) — John Loma^ George Maun- 
der, William Arthur ; Robert Wood, Joseph Walker, supernumeraries. 

Third London (Spitalfields, &c.) — Peter McOwan, Joseph Stinson, W. 
0. Booth, Theo. Woolmer ; James Baker, supernumerary. Thames 
Misson — W. A. Quick, who shall change once on each Sabbath with 
the ministers of the Third London circuit. 

Fouth London ( South wark, &c.) — John Rigg, Willson Brailsford, James 
Wheeler ; James H. Rigg, supernumerary. 

Fifth Loudon (Lambeth, &o.) — John Hall, David Hay, Thomas Nightin- 
gale, Luke Tyerman ; Thomas Key, supernumerary. 

Sixth London (Hinde-street, &o.) — Joseph Beaumont, M.D., Alexander 
Strachan, John Nelson, 1st, Daniel West; Joseph Sutcliffe, A.M., 
Joseph Lewis, William M. Bunting, John C. Leppington, supers. 

Seventh London (Chelsea, &c.) — William Naylor, George Scott, 1st; 
John Bicknell, supernumerary. 

Eighth London (Islington, &c.) — John Scott, John Rattenbury, Thomas 
Vasey, Edward Lightwood, M. C. Taylor; John Kershaw, Isaac 
Plienix, sen., Isaac Phenix, jun., supernumeraries. 

Deptford — John Brown, Ist, John Lyth ; Thomas Rogers, supernumerary. 
The superintendent shall reside at Greenwich. 

Woolwich — Robert Thompson, Henry Edwards. 

Hammersmith — W. D. Goy, Jacob Morton. 
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Croydon— John Enowles, 1st, Thos. Wilkinson ; Edw. Chapman, snper. 
Barking and Romford — G. Ranyell, who shall change once in every four 

weeks, on the Sahbath, with the ministers of the Third London circuit. 
Leyton — William Bnmet, who shall change twice in every quarter of a 

year, on the Lord's day, with the ministers of the First and Eighth 

London circuits. Brother Burnet shall reside at Woodford, Essex. 
Ware and Bishop Stortford — ^John Richards, 2nd, Robert T. Bundle. 
Cambridge — James Brownell, Marmaduke C. Osbom. 
Windsor — William Box, Joshua Mottram. 
Chelmsford — William Drewitt, Henry W. Jackson, B.A. 
Maldon — Joseph B. West, John Reacher. 

Colchester — James Ray, George Blencowe; William Sharpe, super. 
Manningtree — Thomas Turner, Robert Key worth, R. S. Ellis, Brother 

Keyworth shall reside at Harwich. 
Ipswich — Ebenezer Moulton, Edward Crofts, John Harrop; George 

North, super. Brother Crofts shall reside at Woodbridge, Saffolk. 
Hastings— Henry W. Williams, Thomas Akroyd; James Lancaster, 

Henry Padgham, supernumeraries. 
Sevenoaks — Samuel Lacas, 1st, Alexander T. James. 
Tunbridge Wells -Walter O. Croggon, Benjamin Frankland, B.A., John 

Skidmore. Brother Fraukland shall reside at Tunbridge. 
Lewes and Eastbourne — Joseph Pechey, who shall change regularly with 

the ministers of the Brighton circuit. 
Brighton — William Barton, John Harvard, John Jones, 4th. Brother 

Harvard shall reside at Worthing. 
St. Alban's — Maurice Britton, Richard Woodiin, Charles E. Woolmer. 

Brother Woolmer shall reside at Watford. 
Guildford and Alton — Richard Chapman, John Eglinton, James A. Mac- 

donald. Brother Egliuton shall reside at Alton, and Brother Mac- 
don aid at God aiming. 
Dorking and Horsham — John Owen, George Buckley. Brother Buckley 

shall reside at Horsham. 

II. — JHB BEDTOBD AND NOBTHAMPTOK DI8TBI0T. 

Bei\}ainin Andrews, LL.D.,Chairinao— Peter Cooper, finanoial Secretary. 

Bedford and Ampthill — Joseph Entwisle, Walter Coates, Thomas B. 

Goodwin ; Maximilian Wilson, William Dixon, supernumeraries. 
Leighton-Buzzard — John Wevill, Charles Carter, Henry Banks. Brother 

Banks shall reside at Stewkley. 
Luton — Thomas Stephenson, M. T. Male. 
Dunstable — Peter Cooper, John Vanes. 
St. Neot's — J. D. Julian, James Sugden. 
Biggleswade— -Wright Shovelton, John W, Wilson. 
Hitchin— Thomas Dove, who shall change on one Sunday in every six 

weeks with the ministers of the Biggleswade circuit. 
Huntiugdon — Thomas M. Rodham, Nathaniel Alston, John Moore ; John 

Plgott, supernumerary. 
Northampton— B. Andrews, LL,D., William Tarr; William Hinson, 

William Taylor, supernumeraries. 
Towcester — James S. Haigh, H. Keet 
Daventry— William Jewett, James Golding, William Ford. 
Newport-Pagnell— John Booth, James Hartle. 
Higham Ferrers—Samuel H. Wardley, W. J. Dawson. 
Wellingborough— John CuUen, John Dawson. 
Kettering — John Mann ; Henry Fish, A.M., supernumerary. 
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Market Harborongh — ThooiM Pearson, Ist, Charles HOlard; Richard 
Eland, sen., supernumerary. Brother Hillard shall devote every other 
Sahbath to the Kettering circuit. 

Chatteris — Benjamin G. Mitchell, Benjamin Field. 

Onndle — John Tucker, George Bowe ; Isaac Aldom, snpemuiaerary. 

III. — THE KENT DISTRICT. 
Thomas Martin, Cbainnan— Jamet Cooke, lit, Financial Secrrtarj. 
Canterbury — James Cooke, Ist, Edward Fison. 
Faversham — Jesse Pilcher, Charles G. Turton. 
Bochester — Thomas Martin, W. H. Bule, Benjamin Gregory. 
Gravesend — John Hobkirk, Henry J. Thomas. Broths Thomas shall 

reside at Dartford. 
Sheemess — William Wedlock, who shall change on one Sunday in every 

six weeks with tbe minister of the Rochester circuit. 
Margate — ^Joseph Hollis, John G. Wilson; Robert Morton, supemn- 

merary. Brother Wilson shall reside at Ramsgate. 
Dover — T. W. Smith, John Philp, W. B.Pope; James Jarrett, snper. 
Deal — ^James Bath bone, John Gilbert. 
Rye — ^James Cbeeswright, Jabez Overton. 
Tenterden — ^John W. Wilson, Edward B. Pinder. 
Ashford — Joseph Wilson, Henry Pollinger. 
Sandhurst — ^Jabez Rought, Robert Dyson. 
Maidstone — John Geden, William Hopewell. 
Blttingbonme — John Smith, 1st, who shall change on one Sunday in 

every four weeks with the ministers of Paversham. 

lY. — THE HOBWICH AND LTHN DISTBICT. 
James J. Topbam, Cbainnan— James Allen, 2nd, Financial Secretary. 
Norwich — James J. Topham, Thomas Thompson, A.M., Thomas Rigby* 

John Han well, supernumerary. 
Bungay— Jas. Jones, Ist, John Livingstone; Wm. Edwards, 1st, snper. 
North Walsham — Charles Povah, George Smith, 1st, Robert Norwood. 
Yarmouth — James Allen, 2nd, Thomas Rowe; James Waller, super. 
Lowestoff— Francis S. Keeling, Frederick F. Edmunds. • 
Framlingham and Peasenhall — Joseph Sykes, James Yonngman. 
Diss — ^T. BrumwelU J. Sharman, Jph. L. Ball ; John Reynolds, 1st, snper. 
New Buckenbam — Robert Main waring, James F. Masters. 
Bury St. Edmund's — Richard Tabraham, John Danks. 
Holt— William Worker, Robert G. Badcock. 
Lynn — William Wilson, 2nd, Thomley Smith, James D. Dodgson. 
Swaffham — Samuel Brown, 1st, Joseph Mortimer. 
Downbam — John Bissell, Matthew Giles. 
Walsingham—D. Hateley, William Baddiley. 
Witibeach — William Dalby, Thomas Hughes. 

Tbetford— Theo. Push, Joseph Portrey (who shall reside at Methwold). 
Mildenhall — Thos. Brotbwood, Charles Garrett ; Thos. Newton, super. 
Ely — Samuel Truman, Thomas Batten, John Bate. 

T. THE 0X70RD DISTBICT. 

Robert Day, Cbairmao^Ptter C. Borton, Finaueial Seeretary. 
Oxford — Robert Day, John £. Cooke. 
High- Wycombe — James Bartholomew, Thomas Witbington. 
Aylesbury — George F. Driver, John Webb. 
Witney— Peter C. Horton, John Dowty. 
Banbury — ^Richard Homabrook, Richard Bell. 
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Eineton — John Anderson, who shall change on one Sunday in everj 

month with the ministers at Banhurj. 
Newbury — William Davies, 2nd, James P. Fairboum. 
Beading — Thomas Hodson, Alex. Puddicombe ; Samuel Leig:h, super. 
Hungerford— Charles Williams, Uriah Butters, Charles Willis. 
Watliugton— Edmund Lockyer. 
Thame — J. P. Johnson ; Paul Clarke, super. The ministers of the two 

preceding circuits shall change on one Sunday in every six weeks. 
Brackley — J. Pearce, George Clement, John S. Vickers. 
Chipping-Norton — Samuel Cooke, Miles B. Pickering. 
Swindon — Eben. Tovey, Jas. Hughes (who shall reside at Farringdon). 
Wantage — James Mayer, J. Cooke, 3rd (who shall reside at Abingdon). 

TI. — THE POBT8MOUTH DISTRICT. 

William M. Harvard, A.M., Chairman— Jacob Stanley, jun., Financial Secretary. 
Portsmouth — W. M. Harvard, A.M., Jacob Stanley, jun., John Crawshaw. 
Gosport — George Beard, who shall .change with the ministers at Ports- 
mouth on one Sunday in each month. 
Salisbury — ^John Nicklin, William Hopkins ; William Tranter, super. 
Poole — James Smeeth, Richard Eland, jun. ; James Hyde, super. 
Wareham — William Watson, who shall act under the direction of the 

superintendent at Poole. 
Wimborne —John Fletcher, J ph. -Simpson, 2nd; Thos. Fletcher, super. 
Bingwood — John Bonser, who shall change regularly on the Lord's day 

with the ministers at Poole. 
Newport, Isle of Wight — ^John Wood, 1st, John Parry, Henry P. Brown, 

George C. Harvard. Brother Parry shall reside at Cowes, Brother 

Brown at Ryde, and Brother Harvard at Ventnor. 
Southampton and Winchester — J. Crofts, W. Clegg, Jas. Smith (who shall 

reside at Winchester) ; Bichard Waddy, John Willis, supernumeraries. 
Andover — Thomas Bolas, Jacob Turvey. 
Chichester — William Worth, Francis T. Traumer. 

YII. — THE OUBBNSET DISTBIOT. 
Joseph Earnsbaw, Chairman. 

Guernsey (English) — Ninian Barr ; Wm. Toase, W. Wears, supers. Bro. 
Toase shall superintend the English work in Aldemey. 

Guernsey (French) — John Benier, G. Leale; James Hocart, supernume- 
rary, and Editor of the French Magazine. 

Aldemey — John de Putron. 

Jersey (English) — J ph. Eamshaw, Edwin Thorley ; Jas. Etchells, sup. 

Jersey ^French), St. Helier — Philip Tourgis, William J. Handcock ; 
Amice Olivier, supernumerary. 

Jersey (French), St. Peter's — D. Bobin. 

Tin. — THE DEYONPOBT DISTBIOT. 
John Smith, 3nd, Chairman— James Mowat, Financial Secretary. 
Devonport — John Smith, 2nd, Samuel W. Christophers, Bobert Bees. 
Plymouth— James Mowat, Thomas Wood, George T. Morrison ; Thomas 

Bersey, Oliver Henwood, Joshua Wade, supernumeraries. 
Launceston — Thomas Jewell, John W. Boberts. 
Holdsworthy — John AUin, John Shipham. 
Kilkhampton— J. L. Sanders, H. W. Holland. 
Liskeard — ^Bichard Moody, Edward Addison. 
Callington— William Sanders, Thomas Chope. 
Tavistock —John Byan, 2nd, Wm. Way; N. Sibly, H. Kicks, supers. 
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Cainelford — Kdward Branstone, James Fisber; John Bobinsooi super. 

Brother Fisher shall reside at Wadebridge. 
Kingsbridge — H. B. Tretheway, John Lewis, 2nd (who shall reside at 

Modbury). 
Brizham — E. Toyne, James Mitchell (who shall reside at Dartmouth). 
Ashburton — H. Daniels, H. Geach (who shall reside at Buckfastleigh). 

IX. — THK COBNWALL DI8TBICT. 
Robert Young, Chairomn^Edward Nye, Financial Secretary. 

Bedruth — Robert Bond, John G. Avery, John W. Greeves. 

Camborne — Thomas Hardy, Joseph Midgeley, John Gostick. Brother 

Gostick shall reside at Tuckingmill. 
Falmouth — Levi Waterhouse, Joseph T. Sanger; John Osborne, super. 

Brother Sanger shall reside at Penryn. 
Truro — Edward Nye, Michael Johnson. 

Gwennap — W. Henley, G. Savery (who shall reside at St. Day), J. Spenfiei. 
St. Agnes — Henry Young, WiUiam D. Tyack. 
St Austle — Thomas Collins, Joseph Payne, John M*Eenny. 
St Mawes — Peter Parsons, who shall change once in every month on the 

Lord's-day with the ministers at St Austle. 
Bodmin — Benjamin Elvina, John Bramwell. 
St Columb — Josiah Mycock, Mark Symons. 
Penzance — Robert Young, John H. James, Henry L. Church (who shall 

reside at Newlyn) ; John Reynolds, Ralph Scurrah, supers. 
St Just — Everit Vigis, Edwin J. Sturges. 
St Ives— William P. Burgess, A.M., E. R. Talbot, A.M. 
Scilly Islands — John B. Alexander ; Thomas Robinson, supernumerary. 
Helstone — Benjamin Carvosso, James Pilley, Thomas Osborne; William 

Sleep, Joseph Womersley, Charles Colwell, supernumeraries. 
Hayle — William Appleby, John Eillick, John P. James. 
Marazion —John Gregory, Elias Geake. 

X. — THE BXETEB DI8TBI0T. 
John Hobson, Cbairmaii.-*James Gro&e, Financial Secretary. 
Exeter — James Grose, Wm. Seccombe ; James Odgers, Wm. Beal, supers. 
Crediton — John Hugill. 
Tiverton — James Cook, 2d, William F. Clark. 
Taunton and Wellington — Samuel Beard, Thomas Leach ; John Hobson, 

governor and chaplain of the Wesleyan Proprietary School ; John 

Simmons, super. N.B. Brother Leach shall reside at Wellington. 
Bridgewater — William Culchech, George Moone. " 
South Petherton — John Saunders, John Nowell, 2d. Brother Nowell 

sball reside at Crewkerne. 
Axminster — ^John Collier, who shall change on one Sunday in every 

month with the miuisters at Bridport 
Budleigh-Salterton — John M. Budden, William Lees. 
Bridport — Wm. Hill, James Nance (who shall reside at Lyme-Regis). 
Barnstaple — Robert Colman, Henry Hayman. 
South Monlton — James Sutch, James Hargreaves. 
Bideford — John Williams, John Mollard, Frederick C. Haime ; John C. 

Glendinnen, super. Brother MoUard shall reside at Great Torrington. 
Dunster — Thomas Jeffides, Charles J. Williams. The superintendent 

shall reside at Williton. 
Oakhampton— William S. Bestall, William Williams, 2Dd. 
Teignmouth — George Bamley, Wm. P. Slater (who shall reside at Tor«> 

quay), Joseph Exell (who shall reside at Newton Bttshell). 
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XI. — THB BRISTOL DISTRICT. 

Corbett Cooke, Chalrmaiu— Charles Westlake, Finanoial Secretary. 

Bristol, North (King- street, &c.) — Corbett Cooke, Wm. Hurt, J. W. 

Etberidge, F.H.D., J. C. Pengellj; John Woodrow, William Griffith, 

Robert James, supernumeraries. 
Bristol, South (Langton-street, &c.) — J. W. Button, Charles Westlake, 

William Hessell. 
Kingswood^Charles Clay, George Kevern ; Joseph Cusworth, governor 

of Kingswood school. 
Banwell— Joseph Crump, Thomas Sheers, Thomas James (who shall 

reside at Weston-super-Mare) ; John Shipman, supernumerary. 
Stroud — ^Thomas Webb, George B. Mellor, John Brown, 3rd (who shall 

reside at Cirencester). 
Dursley — Wm. Davies, Ist, John Weatherstone (who shall reside at 

Eastingdon), Charles Howe ; Thos. Talboys, Daniel Osborne, supers. 
Dowuend, near Bristol — James Meadmore, Wm. Powell, 2nd. 
Gloucester — ^John Smedley, Bichard Roberts. 

Tewkesbury — John Evans, Edwin Fice ; James Roberts, 2nd, super. 
Cheltenham — John Kirk, 1st, Wm. H. Comforth, Wm. Edwards, 2d (who 

shall reside at Winchcombe); Frdk. Calder, Geo. Robinson, supers. 
Newport (Monmouthshire) — Thomas Jones, Ist, Fredk. Payne (who shall 

reside at Pillgwenlly), John T. Morley ; Charles Haime, super. 
Cardiff — Chas. Tucker, Jno. S. Workman (who shall reside at Pontypridd). 
Bridgend — John Spenser Jones. The ministers at Cardiff and Bridgend 

shall change once in six weeks. 
Monmouth — ^Wm. Baker, sen., H. Laugher ; Thos. Armett, super. 
Abergavenny and Pontypool — H. Carter, Thos. Rogerson, Edward Guest. 

The superintendent shall reside on the Pontypool side of the circuit. 
Ledbury — Thomas Catterick, John Parsons. 
Forest of Dean — Samuel Wesley, who shall change with the ministers 

at Ledbury once a month. 
Hereford — Samuel Taylor, John Bramley. 

XII. THE BATH DISTRICT. 

Peter Dancan, Chairman — Hugh Jouen, Financial Secretary. 

Bath — Peter Duncan, Wm. Willan, John V. B. Shrewsbury ; Thomas 
Ashton, Henry Cheverton, supernumeraries. 

Bradford (Wilts.) — Hugh Jones, G. F. White (who shall reside at Trow- 
bridge). 

Midsomer-Norton — Joseph Lowthian, Josiah Goodwin, John S. Jones. 

Frome — John Newton, Henry M. Harvard. 

Warminster — Wm. Allen, 3rd, who 'shall change with the ministers at 
Frome once in six weeks. 

Melksham — James Taylor, Isl, Walter Yercoe. 

Devizes — Thomas Payne, who shall change on one Sunday in six weeks 
with the ministers at Melksham. 

Shepton Mallet — Jas. Lees, Thos. Flower (who shall reside at Coleford). 

Castle Carey and Bruton — William Colbron, who shall change with the 
ministers at Shepton Mallet once a month. 

Sherborne — ^Zephaniah Job, Uriah Scott; John Bustard, super. 

Weymouth — Ed. Jennings, Jph. Watson (who shall reside at Portland). 

Dorchester — John Stevens, Jonathan Dent. 

Shaftesbury — John W. Cotton, Thomas R. Jones. 

Glastonbury — H. B, Giver, John Walter. 
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XIII. — THE riBST SOUTH WALB8 DIBTBICT. — (bKOLISB.) 

Joseph Pmtten, Chairman —William Bytheway, financial Secretary. 

Swansea — Wm. Bytheway, Wm. Williams, 1st (who shall reside at 

Neath) ; Evan Parry, John Coates, sapernumeraries. 
Merthyr-Tydvil — Jph, Fletcher, Jas. Emory, W. H. Bakewell, T. Vinson. 
Brecon — Paul Orchard, sen., Paul Orchard, jun. 
Carmarthen — Joseph Pratten, Thomas Harding (who shall reside at 

Llanelly) ; Thomas Warren, super. 
Haverfordwest — J. Morgan, Aaron Langley fwho shall reside at Milford). 
Pembroke — Thomas Heeley, John Martin. 

XIV. — THB SECOND SOUTH WALES DISTBIOT. (WXLSH.) 

Thomaa Jones, Sad, Chairman — Isaac Jenkins, Financial Secretary. 

Merthyr-Tydvil — Rowland Hughes, Benjamin Roberts, GrifBth Roberts. 

Crickhowell — Owen Owens, William Rowlands. 

Cardiff — Henry Wilcox, Richard Evans. 

Cowbridge— John Rees. N.B. 1. Brother Evans shall divide his labours 
between the Cardiff and Cowbridge circuits. 2. The superintendents 
shall change on one Sunday in every two months. « 

Brecon — ^Timothy Jones. 

Llandilo — E.Morgan ; M. Griffith, super. The ministers in the Brecon 
and Llandilo circuits shall change on one Sunday in every quarter. 

Carmarthen — Thomas Jones, 2d, Joseph Jones; Hugh Hughes, super. 

Swausea — Robert Williams ; Wm. Hughes, Evan* Hughes, supernumeraries. 

Lampeter and Cardigan — Lewis Williams, David Evans, 2d : Griffith 
Hughes, R. Owen, supers. The superintendent shall reside at Lampeter. 

St David's — Isaac Jenkins. The ministers in the Cardigan and St Da- 
vid's circuits shall change on one Sunday in every quarter. 

Aberystwyth — ^John Lloyd, David Jones, 2nd. 

Machynlleth — John Herbert; Wm. Evans, supernumerary. The ministers 
in the Machynlleth and Aberystwyth circuits shall change on one Sun« 
day in every six weeks. 

Llanidlos — Evan Richards, book steward ; John Jones, 3rd, editor ; Ed- 
ward Jones, 1st, supernumerary. 

XT. — THE NOBTH WALBS DISTRICT. — (WELSH.) 
Edward Anwyl, Chairman— Thomas L. Richards, Financial Secretary. 
Ruthin and Denbigh — John Bartley. Wm. Jones. 
Llangollen — John L. Richiurds, Evan Davies. 

Corweu — John Hughes. 1. Brother Davies shall divide his labours be- 
tween the Llangollen and Corwen circuits. 2. The superiuteudents shall 

change on two Sundays in every quarter. 
Llanrwst — Edward Anwyl, James Jones, Robert Jones. The superintendent 

shall reside at Abergele. 
Holywell — Wm. Owens, Thomas Morris. 
Mold — John Richards, 1st, Isaac Jones. 
Llanasa (near Holywell) — L.ewis Jones. The ministers of the Llanasa 

and Holywell circuits shall change on two Sundays in every quarter. 
Beaumaris — Humphrey Jones, Evan Pugh (who shall divide his labours 

between the Beaumaris and Amlwch circuits. The superintendents 

shall change on two Sundays in every six weeks. 
Amlwch — Methuselah Thomas. 1. Brother Pugh shall divide his labours 

between the Llangollen and Corwen circuits. 2. The superintendents 

shall change on two Sundays in every six weeks. 
Carnarvon — David GraveL 
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Baogor^Ridiard Bonner, John Evans. The ministers of the two pre- 
ceding circaits shall change on two Sundays in every quarter. 

Pwllheli — Robert Jones, Ist ; Evan Evans, supernumerary. 

Barmouth — David Evans, 1st, Charles Nuttall. The ministers of the 
two preceding circuits shall change on two Sundays in every quarter. 

Dolgelly — Wm. Davies, 3rd, Daniel Jones. 

Llanfyllin — Richard Prichard, John Hughes, 2nd ; Wm. Batten, David 
Jones, 1st, supernumeraries. 

Llanfair — Wm. Powell, 1st. The ministers of the two preceding circuits 
shall change on two Sundays in every quarter. 

X?I. — ^THE BIRMINGHAM AND SHREWSBU&Y DISTRICT. 

James Methley, Churman — John Bedford, Financial Secretary. 

Birmingham West (Cherry street, &c.) — J. Methley, 6. B. Macdooald, 

Edward Brice, Thomas Green ; James Heaton, Robert Melsou, Wm. 

Bridgnell, supernumeraries. 
Birmingham East (Belmont row, &c.) — John Bedford, J. Dixon, D.D., 

John Hartley. 
West Bromwich — Wm. Jackson, 1st, Wm. H. Sargent. 
Wednesbury — Thos. Harris, B. Slack, John Keightley, Wm. Exlej, 

Thomas Kent. 
Walsall-^Thomas Edwards, John Stirzaker, James Parkes; Jabez 

Yardley, supernumerary. 
Wolverhampton — RobertSherwell, John H. Norton, James Clapham. 
Dudley — ^James Allen, 1st, John W. Thomas, J. £. Moulton, George 

Curnock ; Wm. Homer, supernumerary. 
Stourbridge — Benjamin John, Christopher Ridler, Richard Hardy; Saml. 

Sugden, supernumerary. 
Stourport — Henry Powis, Edward Russell; JohnStauley, sen., supemum* 
Worcester — John Walsh, Joseph Hunt. 
Bromsgrove — Henry Ranson, who shall change on one Sabbath in every 

six weeks with the ministers at Redditch. 
Evesham — Charles Vibert, Joseph Willis. 
Redditch — Wm. Ricketts, Robert Horsfield. 
Coventry — Charles J anion, John Roberts, 2nd. 
Leamington — Elijah Morgan, Alexander T. Weir. 
Stratford-upon-Aven — Thomas Denham, who shall change on one Sabbath 

in every month with the ministers of Leamington. 
Hinckley — Thomas Jeffrey, Thomas Pearson, 4th; Wm. Stokes, supern. 
Shrewsbury — John Tindtdl, Anthony Ward; Benj. Wood, supernumerary. 
Madeley (near Ironbridge) — J. B. Holroyd, John Smart, Wm. Moss, 

Frederick W. Briggs. 
Wellington — W. Piggott, Edward Bramford, John Nelson, 2nd. 
Ludlow — Ralph Stott, John Locke. » 

ELiugton — Joseph T. Wilkinson, Joseph Posnett. 

XYII. — TBS VACOLBSPIELD DISTRICT. 
Alexander Bell, Chairman— Thomas Stokoe, Finaneial Secretary. 
Macclesfield — Alexander Bell, N. Curnock, Wm. R. Rogers (who shall 
reside at Bollington,) Joseph Mood; Barnard Slater, supernumerary. 
Buxton — Thomas A. Rayner, R. J. T. Hawksley. 
Congleton — John D. Caii^ey, George Hurst. 
Namptwich aud Crewe — James Oodden, Wm. SwaUow (who shall reside 

at Crewe.) 
Northwich — ^Thomas Stokoe, Thomas Bichardson. 
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Burslem — Charles Cheetham, John Simon (who shall reside at Hanlejr;) 

Miles C. Dixon, supernumerary. 
Tunstall— Andrew Mackintosh, Charles Rawlings (who shall reside at 

Kidsgrove.) 
Newcastle- under- Lyne — Samuel Atkinson, Charles Nightingale. 
Longton — Abraham Watmough, Sampson Cock (who rhall reside at Stoke.) 
Stafford — Charles Hawthorn, Thomas Hulme. 
Leek — Thomas Hickson, Wm. Bridley, John B. Dyson; Wm. Wears, 

supernamerary. 
Uttoxeter — Jonathan Barrowclough, Edward A. Telfer. 
Cheadle — Matthew Salt, who shall change on one Sabbath in every four 

weeks with the ministers at Uttozeter. 

XYIII. — ^TUB LITBBPOOL DISTRICT. 
Bobert Newton, D.D., Chairman — Wm. W. Stamp, Financial Secretary. 
Liverpool North (Brunswick Chapel, &c.) — W. W. Stamp, Wm. lUing- 

worth, Saml. R. Hall; Geo. Highfield, John Davies, T. Stead, supers. 
Liverpool South (Pitt street, &c.) — Kobert Newton, D.D., Robert New»tead, 

George Roebuck, Thomas Capp, Wm. Spencer. 
Liverpool Welsh (Benu's Gardens, &c.) — Thos. Aubrey, J. R.Chambers; 

Lot Hughes, Samuel Davies, 1st, David Williams, supernumeraries. 
Chester — W. B. Thomeloe, Joseph K. Tucker; Isaac Lilly, John Jones, 

2nd, supernumeraries. 
Mold and Buckley Mount — James Faulkner, who shall change with the 

ministers of the Chester circuit once in every six weeks. 
Carnarvon and Banpor (English) — Wm. H. Lewis. 
Holyhead — W. T. Nelson, who shall change with Brother Lewis on two 

successive Sabbaths in each quarter. 
Wrexham — T. Haswell,T. H. Brocklehurst (who shall reside at Oswestry.) 
Whitchurch (Salop) — R. Totherick, Benjamin Smith. 
Warrington — S. Broadbeut, George Dickenson. 
Runcorn — R. H. Hare, John Hanson (who shall reside at Frodsham.) 
St. Helen's and Prescott — Joshua Hocken, John F. Moody. 
Southport and Ormskirk — John Bell, Joseph B. Dawson (who shall re- 
side at Ormskirk) ; John Phillips, W. Coultas, supernumeraries. 
Wigan — Robert Heys, Joseph Miller. 
Preston and Chorley — Stephen Kay, Joshua Priestley (who shall reside 

at Chorley,) Edward Sheltou. 
Garstang — James Escott, George Mather (who shall reside at Fleetwood,) 

Richard Smetham. 
Lancaster — Thomas Moss, Joseph Sutton. 
Newtown — Harry Pedley, Edward Watson (who shall reside at Welshpool.) 

XIX. — THB MANCHBSTEB AND BOLTOK DISTBICT. 

John Hannah, D D., Chairman— Jonathan Crowther, Financial Secretary. 
First Manchester (Oldhara-street, &c.) — Israel Holgate, Samuel Simpson, 

George T. Perks, G. C. Taylor; Peter Prescott, Walter Hussey, Abrm. 

Stead, supernumeraries. 
Second Manchester (Irwell-street, &o.) — Richard Ray, William Fox, 1st, 

William H. Taylor, John Kirk, 2nd ; Thomas Slugg, snpernum. 
Third Manchester (Grosvenor-street, &c.) — Charles Uaydon, Wm. Elton, 

H. Castle ; John Bumstead, supernumerary. 
Fourth Manchester (Bridgewater-street, &c.) — ^Wm. Kelk, John G. Cox. 

(Welsh) — Samuel Davies, 2nd, who shall act under the direction of 

the superintendent of the fourth Manchester circuit. 
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Fifth. Manchester (Oxford-road, &c.) — George Osbon^ Alfred Barrett, 

Samuel Wilkinson, 2Dd. 
Altrinoham — Jas. Rosser, Thos. S. Bowers, B.A. ; Wm. M'Kittrick, eup. 
Stockport, North (Tiviot-dale, &c.) — Isaac Keeling, John Ryan, Ist, W. 

T. Radcliffe. 
Stockport, Soath (Hill-gate, Sec.) — John Brandreth, John T. Teates. 
New Mills — John Connon, Stephen P. Harvard. 
Glossop — John Baby, James Ford; Oeoi^e Marsden, snper. 
Ashton-under-Lyne — ^Joseph Roberts, W. H. Bambridge (who shall reside 

at Hyde), G. B. Ritchie; Luke Heywood, super. 
Oldham — Samuel Timms, James Harris ; John Heape, super. 
Delph (Saddleworth) — ^Wm. Bramford, who shall change once in five 

weeks with the ministers at Oldham. 
Bolton — John M'Owan, John E. Coulson, James Little, Frederick F. 

Woolley (who shall reside at Famworth). 
Rochdale — Thomas Staton, Samuel Merrill. 
Burnley — Jonathan J. Bates, John M. Kirk, John H. Lord. 
Bury— William Wilson, drd, John Vine, Edmund Oldfield. 
Blackburn — Benjamin Clayton, Francis W. Greaves. 
Haslingden — Benjamin Franklin, jun., John Earnshaw, Josiah Pearson ; 

William Sleigh, supernumerary. 
Bacup — John Walker, Joseph Moorhouse (who shall reside at Long- 
holme, Rawtenstall ) 
Colne — Benjamin Gartside, John Eaton. 
Clitheroe — Dixon Nay lor, George E. Young. 
Leigh — John Boyd, who shall change on one sabbath in every six weeks 

with the ministers at Bolton. 

XX. — THS HALirAX AKD BBADrORD DISTRICT. 
Fraiici& A. West, Chairman— Henry H. Cbettle, Financial Secretary. 

Halifax — George Turner, 1st, H. H. Cbettle, Elijah Jackson; Michael 

Cousin, John W. Barritt, supernumeraries. 
Hnddersfield, First (Queen- street, &c.) — ^James Carr, Alex. Macauley. 
Huddersheld, Second (Buxton- road, &c.) — F. A. West, A. Learoyd, 

Edwin Knaggs. 
Holmfirth — James Millar, John H. Faull : Thomas Hill, super. 
Sowerby Bridge — James C. Hindson, John Ward, 1st, Joseph Binns. 
Todmorden — Aquila Barber, Robert S. Hardy, John Luddington. 
Denby Dale, (near Huddersfield) — George Croft, William Harley. 
Bradford, West (Kirkgate chapel, &c.) — James Shoar, John Morris; 

Stephen Wilson, Joseph Pretty, supers. 
Bradford, East (Eastbrook chapel, &c.}— William Bird, Daniel Walton, 

James D. Brooklehurst. 
Great Horton, near Bradford — John T. Barr, John Ward, 2nd. 
Keighley — Thomas Dunn, George Hughes (who shall reside at Haworth, 

letters should be sent to Haworth, near Keighley), Thos. Brookes. 
Bingley — James Catton, George Greenwood. 
Shipley — Samuel Allen, who shall change on one Sabbath in every five 

weeks with the ministers at Bingley. 
Skiptou — Wm. Levell, Jos. Garrett. 
Addingham — Thomas Murray, Pascho Hoskins. 
Grassington — John Smithson, who shall change on one Sabbath in every 

six weeks with the ministers ot Skipton. 
Settle — Christopher Newton, John Jeffireys. 
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XXT. — THE LEEDS DIFTBIOT. 
William AthertoD, Chairman — Joseph Lawton, Finanrlal Secretary. 

First Leeds (Brunswick) — Robert Jackson, G. Steward, T. Williams, Ist; 
Isaac Turton, John Roadhouse, William Vevers, supernumeraries. 

Second Leeds (Oxford-place) — Edwd. Walker, William H. Clarkson, 
John Burton, Thomas S. Monkhouse ; Thomas Rowland, super. 

Third Leeds (St. Peter'8)--J. P. Haswell, Joseph Lawton, T. O Keysell. 

Fourth Leeds (Wesley) — T. H. Squance, John Watson, W. R. Williams. 

Bramley (near Leeds) — William Binning, James Kendall, 1st, Robert M. 
Wilcox ; Charles Radcliffe, supernumerary. 

Wakefield — ^Wm. Atherton, Benj. Clough, Thos. Shaw, Geo. Smith, 8rd. 

Birstal — Isaac Denison, Matthew Granswick, James Scholes; John 
Hodgson, James Fowler, Hodgson Casson, supernumeraries. 

Dewsbnry — Richard Heape, William J. Shrewsbury, William Dawson. 
Brother Dawson shall reside at Mirfield. 

Knaresborongh — John Roberts, Ist, W. Wilson, 4th ; Luke Barlow, sup. 

Otley— Benjamin Pearce, Richard Petch; William Waterhouse, super. 

Pateley Bridge — Abraham Grabtree, John I. Dredge. 

Pontefract — S. Fiddian, R. Inglis, S. Hooley, J. Harding (who shall re- 
side at Knottingley) ; J. Sedgwick, T. Moxon, J. Nicholson, supers. 

Cleckheaton — William Winterboum, Peter Prescott, jun. Brother Pres- 
cott shall reside at Brighouse. 

Teadon (near Leeds) — Leonard Posnet. 

Woodhouse Grove — John Knowles, 2nd, Samuel Lord ; Wm. Lord, gover- 
nor of Woodhouse Grove School. Brother Lord shall divide his labours 
between the Yeadon and Woodhouse Grove circuits. Letters to the 
superintendent should be directed Idle, near Leeds ; and letters for the 
school should be directed Woodhouse Grove, Apperley-bridge, near Leeds. 

XXII. — THE SHEFFIELD DISIRIOT. 

Samuel D. Waddy, Chairman— William Smith, Financial Secretary. 

Sheffield West (Carver-street) — William Allen, Ist, Joseph Wood, T. P. 

Clarke, John Hornby; Samuel D. Waddy, governor and chaplain of 

the Wesleyan proprietary school; John Maclean, supernumerary. 
Sheffield East (Norfolk-street)— William Smith, Joseph T. Milner, 

Frederick Griffith, Edward Jones, 2nd. 
Chesterfield— William Parker, W. Lindley. 
Bake well — Moses Rayner, Thomas Derry. 
Bradwell — D. Comforth, Henry Cattle. 
Botherham — Edward Sumner, Richard Brown. 
Wath (near Rotherham) — Adam Fletcher, W. Sugden. 
Doncaster — Thomas Dickin, Daniel Chapman, James Laycock ; Thomas 

Garbutt, Ist, supernumerary. 
Bamsley — Ralph R. Keeling, James Osbom. 
Retford — John Brown, 2nd, Henry Richardson, Thomas Sheldon. 
Worksop — James Brooke, Henry J. Staley. 

XZIII. — THE NOTTINGHAM AND DEBET DISTBICT. 
George Taylor, Chairman— James Loutit, Financial Secretary. 
Nottingham, South (Halifax chapel. &c.) — James Loutit, Robert Max- 
well, Samuel Walker ; Daniel S. Tatham, supernumerary. 
Nottingham, North (Wesley chapel. &c.) — George Taylor, Timothy C. 

Ingle, Samuel Coley, Joshua DuffiU. 
nkestone— Alexander Hume, Henry Balls. 
Mansfield — John Crowe, J. P. Lockwood ; Richard Allen, Bupemnmerary. 



SkUiaiu of the Prmdten, 

Newark — W. B. Stephenson, J. BAoderaon ; J. Biekhng, snpenmiBeniy. 

Binghftni — Martin Jobb, Thomas Crosby. 

Leicester — Joseph Raynar, Rd. Rymer ; John Denton, D« Beaeon* snpers. 

Mellon Mowhraj — Robert Gover, Edward Uorton. 

Oakham — ^James Stott, A. Rennard. Brother Rennard shall reside at 

Uppingham. 
Stamford — Henry Kirkland, Wm. Jackson, 3rd ; John Ingham, snper. 
Grantham — Joseph Floyd, W. J. Skidmore, Peter Featherstone. 
Peterborough — William W. Ronch, William 0. Aldom, Joseph Bate. 
Loughborough — James Wilson, P. Slight. 
Castle Oonington — John Parkes, Rupert Chawner. 
Derby — Wm. Horton, John Lambert, John Relph ; Sml. Brocksop, super. 
Ashbourne — Richard Sergeant, who shall change once in every month 

with the ministers at Derby. 
Belper — George Birley, George Hagen. 
Ripley (near Alfreton)-— Isaac Harding, John S. Ridsdale. 
Ashby de la Zouch — John Hague, George Hobill. 
Burton-on-Trent — Henry Wilkinson, William Parkinson. 
Cromford — John F. England, William B. Dennis. 

XXIT. — THE LIHCOLir DISTRICT. 
William Bauon, Chairman— Peter Badd, Fioaneial Seorelarj. 
Lincoln— W^illiam Bacon, Peter Budd, William Cattle, Thos. S. Wood. 
Sleaford — John Nicholson. Edward Sackett, Philip Fowler. 
Market Rasen — ^John B. Whittingham, William Baker, jun.; Tliomas 

Pad man, supernumerary. 
Louth — John Stephenson, William Bond, Joseph Heaton, John Clulow ; 

James Hum stead, supernumerary. 
Homcastle — Thomas H. Walker. John Talbot, John Black well ; James 

Hopewell, supernumerary. 
Alford — Tbos. Armson, Thos. Eckersley ; Robt Bryant, supernumerary. 
Spilsby — Jonathan Cadman, George Oyston. 
Coningsby — Seth Dixon, who shall change with the ministers at Boston 

and Homcastle, once in e?ery six weeks with each circuit. 
Boston — P. Hardcastle, James P. Dunn. 
Wain fleet —Ambrose Freeman, David Griffiths 
Spalding — T. Burrows, H. D. Lowe (who shall reside at Holbeach), W. 

Rodman. 
Bourne — ^John Bowman, Abel Burgess. 

XXT. — THV BULL DISTRICT. 

Henry DsTin, Chairman— Henry Bleby, Financial Secretary. 

Hull West (Waltham street, &c)— Charles Prest, Henry Bleby, WiUfSLm 

Jackson, 2nd. 
Hull East (George yard, &c.) — Henry Davies, T. Llewelljrn, Wm. Davisoo. 
Beverley — Samuel Brown, 2nd, Robert Lyon ; Samuel Cromptou, super. 
Driflield— Samuel Wilde, Joseph Officer. 
Howden —John Sumner, Wm. Ingram. 
PatringtOD — Thomas Brown, Richard Smailes. 

Hornsea — Joseph Cheeswrigbt, Edward Ring ; John Jones, Ist* sapem. 
Grimsby— Benjamin Firth, Robert Dngdale, Henry Hastling, Geo. Soott; 

2nd ; Edward Abraham, sopemnmerary. 
Gainsborough— Wm. Crookes, Thomas Short, Henry J. Booth. 
Epworth — Benjamin Hudson, Nathaniel Alston 
Snaith— Abel Demaley, Samuel Simmons (who thaU reside at Ooofe^)- 

Wm. G. Duncan. 
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Biigi^^ T homat D. Baines, George Sonthern. 

BaitoD — Thomas Cocking, Nathan Rouse, Wm. Ezton ; John Nowelly 

let) sapemamerary. 
Bridlington — ^Thomas Eastwood, Jarvis Cheesman, Edward Stokes 

Charles North, sapemnmerary. ; 

XXTI. — THE TOBK DISTRICT. 

SamaelTindftll, Chairman — Benjamin B. Waddy, Financial Secretary. 

York — Saninel Tindall, Benjamin B. Waddy, William Davenport, Ger- 

Tase Smith ; John Burdsall, Anthony Triffit, William Carlton, 

Matthew Mallinson, supernumeraries. 
Tadcaster — William Wilkinson, Matthew Banks. 
Pucklington — Samuel Rowe, H. Owen. 
Malton— John Jackson, William H. Rohson, James Kendall, 2nd ; 

David Jackson, supernumerary. 
Easingwold — Josiah Hudson, Richard Stepney, W. Steviuson (who shall 

reside at Helmsley). 
Scarborough — Richard Felvns, Wm. Jessop, J. Collier; Fras. Collier, sup. 
Pickering — John M. Joll, Wm. P. Peck; Joseph Frank, supernumerary. 
Thirsk — Wm. Robson, Francis Barker, Jesse Kdgoose; John Kemp, sup. 
Ripou — Wm. Ash, Timoihy R. Mozon; T. Kilner, supernumerary. 
Selby— John Bolam, William Faulkner, William Fox, 2nd. 

XXVII. — THS WHITBT AND DARLINOTON DISTRICT. 
George Jaekson, Chairman— Peter Samuel, Financial Secretary. 

Whitby— William J. Bullivaot, Thomas Garbutt, 2nd, John Cannell. 

Stokesley — John Haigh, Henry Graham, Thomas Timms ; Wm. Rennisoo, 
Joseph Button, sapernumeraries. 

Darlington — George Jackson, Luke H. Wiseman. 

Stockton — Peter Samuel, Thomas M. Fitzgerald (who shall reside at Har- 
tlepool), Henry Small wood (who shall reside at Middlesborough.) 

Barnard Castle — Henry Hine, George Russell (who shall reside at Baming. 
ham, near Richmond, Yorkshire), Robert Cass. 

Bishop Auckland — Robert Cooke, Felix U. Pickworth. 

Jdiddleham — John I. Muff, George Abbott. 

Richmond — James S. Thomas, Joshua Mason. 

Reeth — ^Thomas Kemshall, Robert W. Broorofield. 

Bedale — James Bate, Jabez Ingham (who shall reside at Masham); Wm. 
Shakleton, supernumerary. 

XXVIII. — THE NEWCASTLE DISTRICT. 

William Burt, Chairman— William Pemberton, Financial Secretary. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne — Wm. Burt, Wm. Pemberton,Wm. Andrews, Wm. 

M. Ponshon ; Francis Neale, supernumerary. 
Gateshead — Joseph Burgess, Joseph Kipling. 
North Shields — Robert Leake, Matthew Andrew. 
Blyth — Samuel Bowman, John Klam. 
South Shields — William Chambers, John Walters. 
Sunderland — Isaac Woodcock, John H. Beech, John Hay; Humphrey 

Stevenson, George Clarke, supernumeraries. 
Houghton-)e.Spring — Samnel Lucas, 2ad, John Wetherell. 
Durham — John Wilson, 1st, Robert Lewis, Joseph Chapman. 
Wolsingham — John Imisson, Henry Needle. 
Hexham — Joseph Whitehead, William Hirst, 
Sborley Bridge— Peter Wilkinson, Thomas MCullagh. 
Alston— Thomas Bulliughall, William Shaw, 2ud. 
Q 
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Allendale Town — George EUidge, Samuel Haigh. 

Alnwick — David Ed^ar. 

Berwick — Lancelot Railton, who shall change on two Sundays in each 

quarter with brother Edgar. 
Morpeth — George Paterson, who shall chancy on one Sunday in every 

three weeks with the ministers in the Blyth circuit. 

XXIX. — THB CARLT8LB DISTRICT. 

Hngb J9eecb, Chairman— William Simpson, Flnanciid Secretary. 
Carlisle — H. Beech, J. W. Crankshaw. 
Brampton — H. Johnson, who shall change on one Sunday in every three 

weeks with the ministers at Carlisle. 
Whitehaven — Thomas Savage, Samuel Walker, 2nd. 
Workington — ^J. Lemmon, Edw. Bay lis (whd shall reside at Cockermouth.) 
Applehy— Thomas John Walker, Wm. Foster (who shall reside at Broogh); 

John Felvos, supernumerary. 
Penrith — William Simpson, William Shearman, Thomas G. Horton. 
Wigton and Keswick — A. Mansie, T. H. Hill (who shall reside at Keswick). 
Kendal — J. Lewis, 1st, J. Longdon; Jas. Dunbar, Wm. Huddlestone, sups. 
Ulverstone— Charles Currelly, John Baker. 
Dumfries — Alfred Lockyer, who shall change once a quarter with the 

ministers at Carlisle. 

XXX. — THE ISLE OF MAV DISTRICT. 
Roger Moore, Chairman. 

Douglas and Castletown— R. Moore, G. A. Page, Jph. Hirst, Theo. Talbot. 
Eamsay and Peel«-John Rossell, Samuel Healey, Samuel Greathead. 

XXXI. — TUB EDINBUBGH aVD ABBRDBEN DISTRICT. 
John Drake, CliBirman-^obn Hansah,3nd,FiuaDcial Secretary. 
Edinburgh — Robt M. MacBrair, A.M., Geo. Turner, 2nd, Wm. L. Horton. 
Dunbar and Haddingtt»n— Robert Brown, who shall change with the 

ministers at Edinburgh, under the direction of the superintendent 
Glasgow and Paisley — John P. Hetherington, William Hales; William 

France, William Harvie, supernumeraries. 
Greenock — Samuel Macauley, who shall change with the ministers at 

Glasgow on one Sunday in every six weeks. 
Airdrie — William Allen, 4th, John T. Duncan. 
Stirling and Doune — Henry Dean, William Meams, A.M. 
Ayr — James Beckwith. 

Aberdeen— John Hannah, 2nd, R. Martin, T. D. Dilks; G. Douglas, sup. 
Dundee — Jabez Palmer. 
Perth — John C. George, who shall change once in every six weeks with 

the ministers at Dundee. 
Arbroath and Montrose — J. Drake, who shall reside at Montrose, A. Abbott. 
Banff— Robert Haworth. 
Inverness —Edward B. Warters, who shall change with the ministers at 

Banff on two Sundays iu every six months. 

XXXII. — THE SHETLAND ISLRS DISTRICT. 

Thompson Hesk, Chairmaa. 

Lerwick — ^Thompson Hesk, Daniel Farqubar (who shall reside at Dnnross ) 

ness), Wm. Parsonson (who shall reside in the Island of Wbateay.) 
Walls — James Findlay. 

North- Mavin and Delting — Benjamin Haworth. 

North Isles — William Fern, who shall reside in the Island of Unst; Wm. 
Langridge, supeniomerary. 
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IRISH AND FOREIGN STATIONS. 



I.— EUROPE. 

IBRLANO. 

Luoan and Trim— W Barnside.J. Shaw 

Kilkenny— John Walker, Geo. Chambers 

Tipperary— James Carey 

Toaghal-^ames Henry 

Fermoy— Fred. P. Le Maltre ; John Har- 
rington, sup., who resides in Mallow 

Kinsale — Robert Blaok 

Berebaven Mines— Tbomas M'Lorinau 

Kerry— John Hughes 

Letters to be addressed to Tralee. 

Ballinasloe— Thomas Hiokey 

Nenagh and Killaloe — James Sullivan, 
Samael Ferguson 

Kilrash — ^Francis Stephens 

Galway— H. Geddes ; W. Com ;rall, sup. 

Belmollet and Erris— John H. Robinson 

Cavan — ^Thomas Foster. One to be sent 
Letters to be addressed to Beltnrbet. 

Donegal — ^W. B. Lebert. R. H. Campbell, 
who is to reside in Dankaneely 

Bathmelton — Francis Morrow 

Newtownlimavaddy— •Teremiah Wilson 

Ballymena— John Feely 

FRANCE AND BWITZBBLAND. 

Charles Cook, Chairman of the District, 
and General Superintendent of the 
Missions in France and Switzerland 

Paris — Charles Cock, John W. Close 

Calais— Philip Guiton 

Boulogne— James Aldls,supsniameniry 

Caen, Le Booage, &o.-~-P. Lucas, 0. C. de 
Boiaville, who shall resicis at lisisoz 

Bar-le.Duo— William Ogier 

NisDies, Anduze, La Vaunage, and La 
Gardonn^que— Henry De Jersey, John 
L. Rostan, Peter Masset, Luke Fuls- 
ford ; Peter Roy, Assistant Missionary 

Ganges, &o.(Les Cevennes.West)— Jno. 
Le Lievre, Assistant Missionary ; Hy. 
Martin, supernumerary. N.B.—This 
circuit will be for this year under the 
superintendence of Brother De Jersey 

Nyons, &c. (Drome and Upper Alps)— 
Francis Farjat, Louis Martin, Philip 
Neel, Gideon Jaulmes 

Lausanne and Aigle (Switzerland) — 
Matthew Gallienue 

MEDITERRANEAN MISSIONS. 

Gibraltar^HiltonCheeseborongb; Geo. 
Alton, Spanish department 

IL— ASIA. 

cstlov. x.p— sinojeulbse district. 

(booth.) 

Daniel J. Gogerly, Chairman of tiie Di8> 

triot, and General Superintendent of 

the Missions in South Ceylon. 



Colombo (South,— Daniel J. Gogerly* 
Andrew Kessen, LL.D , Principal of 
the Native Normal Institution unddr 
the Ceylon Government; William 

• Hill ; David de Silva, Native Minister 

Colombo (North >-J"ohn A. Poulier, Na- 
tive Minister 

Negombo and Rillegalle — Daniel D. 
Perelra, Native Minister 

N B.— Brother Perelra shall visit Rllle* 
gale once in every quarter 

Kandy and Komegalle to be visited under 
direction of the Gen. Superintendent 

Seedna— C. de Hoedt, Native Minister 

Galkisse— C. Wijesi ngha, NativeMiuiateir 

MoroUo— P. G.deZylva,Nati ve Minister 

Pantura — ^D. A. L. Bartholomeuz, Native 
Minister 

N.B. — The Colombo North, Negombo, 
Seedna, Galkisse, Morotto, & Pantura 
Circuits are under the care of the Su. 
perintendent of Colombo South Circt. 

Caltura — Jno. R. Parys, Native Minister 

Galle and Amblamgodde — William H. 
A. Dickson, Joseph Rippon 

Belligam^Paul Rodrigo, Native Assis- 
tant Minister 

Matura, Dondra, and Goddapitiya — W. 
A. Lalmon, Native Minister 

N.B.— The Belligam, Matura, Dondra, 
and Goddapitiya Circuits are under 
the care of the Galle Superintendent 

11. — THE TAMUL DISTRICT. (NORTH.) 

Peter PeroivalfChMnaan of the District, 

and General Superintendent of the 

Missions in North Ceylon. 
JafiFha, Waunerponne, and Pnttoor— 

Peter Perciral, James Gilling^, Richd. 

Watson, Native Minister 
Point-Pedro and Cattavolly— Edward J. 

Robinson 
Trincomalee — John E. S. Williams 
Batticaloa, First (Puleanteevo) — John 

Walton, J. S.Philips, Native Minister 
Batticaloa, Second (Caravaoor) — One 

earnestly requested 

CONTINENTAL INDIA. 
I. — THE MADRAS DISTRICT. 

Samuel Hardey, Chairman and General 

Superintendent of the Madras District 
Madras — Samuel Hardey, Peter Batche- 

lor, Ebenesr E. Jenkin* 
Negapatam & Tranquebar— John Pink. 

ney. John Kiiner 
Mauai^oody and Trichinopoly, Josepjh 

Little 
Bangalore (Tamul)'— Thomas Cryer 
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II.— TBB MTSOBB DI8TBICT. 

John Oarrett, Gbairman aod General 

Superintendent of the Mysore Die- 

triot. 
Bangalore (Oanarese) — John Garrett, 

Edward J. Hardey 
Mysore — David Sanderson^ Thomas B. 

Glanville 
Ooobbee and Toomkoor, Two wanted— 

H. 0. Sullivan, Assistant Missionary 
Coonghul— Joseph Morris. One wanted 

AUSTRALASIA. AND POLYNESIA. 

Z.-^THB ADSTBALIA AND VAN DIEMEn's 
LAND DISTRICT. NEVT 80DTH WALES. 

William Binnington Boyce, Chairman of 
the District, and General Snperinten- 
dent of the Australian and Van Die- 
man's Land Missions. 

Sydney, North, (Tork-street)— William 
Binnington Boyoe, General Superin- 
tendent ; Francis Tuckfield. J. Oram 

Sydney, South (Chippendale) — John 
Eggleston 

Sydney, East (Surrey Hills)— B. Hurst 

Paramatta— Nathaniel Turner 

Windsor — Samuel Wilkinson; James 
Somerville, assistant missionary 

Bathurst— Benj. Chapman ; W. Byrnes, 
assistant missionary 

HunterBiver— William Schofield 

Camden — ^No resident missionary 

Wollongong— No resident missionary 

Goulboum— Frederick Lewis 

Qneenbeyan— William Lightbody 

MoretoU'Bay — No resident missionary ; 
George Poole, supernumerary 

Scone— No resident missionary 

AUSTRALIA FELIX. 

Melbourne — ^Wm. Butters; John Pen. 

sell, assistant missionary 
Geelong — ^Thomas B. Harris 
Portland-Bay and Port-Fairy — John 

Haioourt 

SOUTH AUSTBAUA. 

Adelaide— D. J. Draper, T. T. N. Hull 
Bnrra-Burra— William Lowe 
Wilinnga— Wm. G. Durrey, assistant 

missionary 
Kapundar-John G. Symons, assistant 

miasionary 

WBSTXnN AUSTRALIA. 

Swan Bivei^-John Smithies. One re- 
quested 

VAN DIB men's land. 

Hobait Town & New Norfolk— Jonathan 

Innes, Henry H. Gaud. 
Boss, &;a— John A. Msnton 



Launceston — ^Edward Swsetraan 
Westbury— Jabez B. Waterbouse 
Oadands— James A. Learmouth, assist- 
ant missionary. 

II.— THE NEW ZEALAND DISTRICT, 
NORTHERN SECTION. 

Walter Lawry, Chairman of the District, 
and General Superintendent of the 
Missions in New Zealand, and Visiter 
of the Missions in the Friendly and 
Fejee Islands 

John Hobbs, Deputy-Chairman of the 
Northern Section of the New Zealand 
District; John Whiteley, Deputy* 
Chairman of the Middle Section; and 
James Watkin, Deputy-Chairman of 
the Southern Section 

Auckland and Pehiakura — Walter 
Lawry, General Superintendent,Thos. 
Buddie 

Wesleyan College and Seminary— J. 
H. Fletcher 

Native Institution (Three Kings)— Alez. 
Beid 

Manukau — ^HenryH Lawry 

Mangungu and Wangaroa— John Hobbs 

Waima and Newark — John Warren 

Wairoa (Kaipara) — James BuUer. 

MIDDLE SECTION. 

Kawhifr-John Whiteley 

Aotea (Beechman Dale) — Gideon Bmales 

New Plymouth — Henry H. Turton 

Waingaroa— James Widlis 

Waipa and Wakatnmutumu— G. Bottle 

SOUTHERN SECTION. 

Waimate — William Woon 

Waitotara— George Stannard, assistant 

missionary 
Wanganui and Taupo— William Kirk 
Wellington — James Watkin, John Aldred 
Nelson (Middle Island) Samuel Ironside 
Waikowaiti, neat Otago (Middle Island)— 

Charles Greed 

III. — THE 7RIBNDLT ISLANDS DISTRICT. 

Peter Turner, Chairman of the District 

Tongatnba— William Webb, Thos. West, 
George Daniel 

Habai— Mw. Wilson, Geo. B. H. Miller 

Yayau- Peter Turner, Stephen Babone, 
Thos. Adams, Walter J. Davies 

Niua Tobutabu and Nina-Fo-ou — Beqj. 
Latnseln, native assistant mtssiouary 

N.B.— 1. Inui or Savage Island, and Uvea 
or Wallis's Island, are chiefly under 
the care of native teachers. English 
missionsries are earnestly requested 

2. John Thomas, 1st, is rstummg hoaie 
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IY...MTHB FEE7SE DISTBICT. 

Biohd. B.Lyth, Chairman of the District 

Laketnba— Rich.fi. Lyth, JohnMalyem; 
J. Waterhoase, Assistant Missionary 

Yiwa and Bon— James Calvert; William 
Moore, Assistant Missionary 

Baa — Thomas Williams, Sod ; John G. 
Millard, Assistant Missionary 

Nandy— Dayid Hazlewood 

N.B.— 1 . Ono, Lomaloma, Nokoratnmba, 
Ba, Eandavn, Rotnmah, are chiefly 
under the care of Native Teachers. 2. 
John Waisford is absent from the Dis- 
trict on acoonntof affliction 

m.— AFRICA. 

SOUTHEBN AFUCA. 
I. — THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE DISTBICT. 

Wm. Moister, Chairman of the District, 
and General Superintendent of the 
Missions in the Cape of Good Hope 
Distriot,in place of T. L. Hodgson, who 
is disabled by severe affliction. 

Cape Town and Rondebosch— William 
Moister, Thos. L. Hodgson, Barnabas 
Shaw, Benjamin Ridsdale 

Wynberg, Simon's Town, &o.— Richard 
Haddy 

Stellenbosch— Edward Edwards 

Somerset (West)— Richard Ridgill 

Khamie8>Berg (Little Nama^ualand)— 
Joseph Jackson 

Nisbett Bath (Great Namaqnaland) — 
John A.BaiUe, Assistant Missionary 

ConcordiaTille (Damaraland)— Matthew 
Goodman 

Elephant Fountain (Damaraland)— Jos. 
Tindall 

Boode-Volk (Damaraland)— Jno.Thomas, 
2nd 

IZ.— THE ALBANY AND KAFFBABIA 
DISTBICT. 

(colonial CIBCUITS.) 
William Shaw, Chairman of the District, 

and General Superintendent of the 

Wesleyan Missions in South-Eastem 

Africa. 
Graham's Town—William Shaw, Ist, 

General Superintendent; Henry H. 

Dugmore, George Chapman 
Salem and Farmerfield— John Edwards 
Bathnrat and Lower Albany—Jno. Smith, 

3rd. 
Fort Beaufort and Upper Albany— Fran- 

eia P. Gladwin 
Port EUsabeth and Uitenhage— John 

Wilaon, 2nd; 
Cxadook—Ebeneser T. Hepburn, AbsIb- 

tiBt Missionary 



Somerset— George H. Green 

D'Urban(FingoMla8ion) andFortPeddfs 
— George Parsonson 

Newton Dale and Waterloo Bay (Fingo 
Mission)— Charles White, Assistant 
Missionary 

N.B.— The Ministers of the Colonial Gir- 
cuits are to change regularly, under the 
direction of the General Superinten- 
dent 

BBITISH KAFFBABIA. 

Mount Coke and Wesleyville— William 

Impey ' 
King William's Town— J. W. Appleyard 
East London — George Smith, 2nd. 
Haslope Hills and Kamastone — William 

Shepstone 
Lesseyton, Imvani, and Bonkolo — John 

Ayliff; J. C. Warner, supernumerary 
Wittebergen— Johannes P. Bertram 

KAPVBABIA PROPEB. 

I.— AMAXOSA. 

Butterworth— J. Stewart Thomas 
Beecham Wood— Under the care of Native 

Teachers 
Krili's Mission (Hintza's Tribe}— One 

earnestly requested 

II. — ABATEMBU. 

Clarkebury— William Sargeaut 
Morley— William H. Garner 

III.— AMAMPONDO. 

Bnntingville— No resident Missionary 
Shawbury— No resident Missionary. 
One earnestly requested 

III.^POBT NATAL ANDAMAZCLA DISTBICT. 

Horatio Pearse, Chairman of the District. 
D'Urban- William C. Holden 
Pieter-Mauritz-Berg— Horatio Pearse, 

Joseph Gaskin 
Ewangubeni (Zwaartkops) — Calvert 

Spenseley 
Indaleni— James Allison 
Palmerston (Faku's Mission)— Thomas 

Jenkins 

IT.— THE BBCHUANA DISTBICT. 

Jas. Cameron. Chairman of the District. 

Thaba Unchu (Barolongs), and Lokualo 
(LIgoia)— James Cameron. One ear- 
nestly requested 

Plaatberg (Newlanders and Basntos)— 
Richard Giddy 

Mirametsu (Korannas), under the supeiv 
intendenoe of the Missionary at Plaat- 
berg— Cornelius V. D. Van Soelen, 
Assistant Missionary 

Lishuani (Basutoa)— Joseph D. Martin 
Lodorf, Assistant Missionary 
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UmpTi1cani(Ba8atoB) Gottlob Sohreinar, 
Assistant Missionary 

Imparani (Mantatees)— Under the super- 
intendence of the Missionary at Plaat- 
berg 

Colesberg— Pardon Smailea 

WESTRBN AFRICA. 
I. — SI E BOA LEONE. 

James Sdney, General Saperintendent 
of the Missions at Sierra Leone 

Free Town, &o.— James Edney ; Oeorge 
H. Decker, Native Assistant Mission- 
ary—Walter Garry, Bobart Gilbert, 
Bichard Flet<:her 

Hastings. &o.— Charles Knight, Native 
Missionary. One earnestly requested 

York, &o. —Joseph Wright, Native Miss. 
N.B. Thomas Baston and Biohard 
Hart are returning home 

II.— THE GAMBIA. 

Henry Badger, General Superintendent 

of the Gambia Missions 
8t. Mary's and Barra Point— Hy. Hirst 
Ngabantang— Vacant 
M*Carthy'8 Islnnd Joseph May, Native 

Assistant Missionary. 
N.B. Geo. Meadows is returning home 

in.— THE GOLD COAST, A8HANTI, AND 
OTHEB PARTS OF OUINBA. 

Thomas Freeman, General BuperinteiiF 

dent of the Missions in Guinea 
Gape Coast Town, Dixcove, Sekundi, 

&o.— Thomas B. Freeman, Frederick 

Hart, and a Native Teacher 
Anamabu, Akroful, &c. — ^Ebenezer A. 

Gardiner, and a Native Teacher. 
Domonasi, Abassa, Mansu, &o — John 

Hagan, Native Assistant Missionary, 

and a Native Teacher 
British Akrah, Winuabah, &o.— Henry 

Wharton, and a Native Teacher 
Ashanti — George B. Bichards, and a 

Native Teacher 
Badagry & Abbeokuta—John A. Martin, 

Native Assistant Missionary, and a 

Native Teacher 

IV.-AMEBICA. 

WBSt INDIES. I. THB ANTIGUA 
DISTBICT. 

James Cox, Chairman of the District, 
and General Superintendent of the 
Missions in the Antigua District 

Antigoa— William Fidler, Wm. Bitchie, 
Joahua Jordan, Theophilns S.Gregory 

Dominica->George Blanohflower, Wm. 
F. Turtle 

Montserattr-Thomas Cannell 

NeviB— Bobert Hawkins, Saml. Simoos 



St Christopher's— James Cox, John B. 

Selley, Samuel Smyth, Geo. Sargeant 
SL Eustatius and St. Bartholomew, Ben- 

jamin Tregaskis. 
St. Martins and Anguilla, William! T. 

Waymouth; John Hodge, super. 
N.B. — ^Letters, &c., for St. Enstatiasl^nd 

St. Martin s should be addressed to 

St. Christopher's 
Tortola— William Satchell ; Thomas M. 

Chambers, Assistant Missionary 
N.6.— Thomas Pearson, 3d, is returning 

home 

II. — ^THE ST. VINCENT'S AND DBMBBABA 

DISTRICT. 

Williftm Bannister, Chairman of the 

District, and Gtneral Superintendent 

of the Missions in the St. Vincent's 

and Demerara Districts 
St. Vincent's, Kingstown —John Corlett, 

Samuel Brown, 3d, John S. Ellison, 

John Wood, 3d 
St. Vincent's, Biabou— Wm Bannister, 

Edward Collier. William Botherham 
Grenada— Hery Hurd 
Trinidad— William L. Binks ; James 

Elliott, Assistant Missionary 
Tobago— John Horsford, Bichd. Wrench 
Demerara — George Town, Jas Bickford, 

William Heath, William Cleaver 
N.B.— Brother Heath shall reside at the 

Arabian Coast 
Demerara, Victoriar-James Banfield 
Demerara, Mahaica — ^William Limmex 
Barbadoea— William Hudson, Thomas 

Butcher, Bobert W. Clegg 
N3.— Joseph Biggs is returning home 

III — THE JAMAICA DISTBICT. 

Jonathan Edmondson, Chairman of the 
District, and Gen. Superintendent of 
the Missions and Sohools in Jamaica. 

Kingston— Jonathan Edmondson, Gene- 
ral Superintendent; David Kerr, Saml. 
Bnrrell, William Tyson, Geo. Smith, 
4th ; Bichard Harding, supernumerary 

Montego-Bay and Luoea— Martin Young, 
Thomas Phelps • 

Spanish-Town— Bobert A. Johnson 

MorantBay— Edward Frazer 

Guy's-Hill and Watsonville— Aaron Ed- 
man 

Grateful-Hill— William G. Stedman 

Falmouth— Edwin Blake 

St Ann's Bay— Henry B. Foster 

Ooho-Bios -William Sinclair 

Beeohamville— James Kerr, Assistant 
Missionary 

Bath and Port-Morant— George Milaom, 
Alexander Foote 
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Port- Antonio— John Vaz, AsBistantMies. 

Clarendon — Bichard Bidyarel 

Mount Ward and Savannah la-Mar— 
William West; William Holdtworth, 
Assistant Missionary 

Brown's Town— Timothy Cartis 

Dancan's— Joseph H. Carvosso 

Yallahs— William Hodgson 

Moaut Fletcher — Bobert Brackenbnry 

Linttead — Henry B. Britten 

Manchioneal— Herbert Carter 

Belize and CharibbTown (Honduras- 
Bay) — Jos. Webster, Herbert W. Haime 

N.B.--James Atkins, Jas. Bowden, John 
Meams, and Edward S. Thompson, 
are returning home. 

IV. — TIVB BAHAMA DISTRICT. 

I<«aac Whitehouse, Chairman of the Dis- 
trict, and General Superintendent of 
the Missions in the Bahama Islands. 

New-Providence — Isaac Whitehouae, 
Samuel An near 

Eleuthera, First (Bock-Sound, &o.) — 
William Williams, 3d 

Eleuthera, Second (Governor's Harbour, 
&c.) — Thomas Pearson, 2d 

Harbour Island— Thomas Lofthouse 

Abaco (Green Turtle Bay, &o.)— Alex. 
J. Thompson 

Turk's Island— William English 

v.— THE HAYTI DISTRICT. 

Mark B. Bird, Chairman of the District, 

and General Superintendent of the 

Hayti Missions. 
Port-au-Prince — Mark B. Bird ; Jos. A. 

Heureanx, Assistant Missionary 
Port-au-Plaat and Siimana— Wm. Towler 
Jeremie— Charles H. Hishop 
Cape Haiten and Gonaives — James T. 

Hanwell 
Cayes— St. Denis Baudny 

THE BRITISH DOMINIONS IK NORTH 
AMERICA. 
I.— MISSIONS IN CANADA WEST. 
INDIAN MISSIONS 

William Squire, Chairman of the Dis- 
trict, and General Superintendent. 

St Clair Mission— John K. Williston, 
who will exchange with Brother Gray 
once a fortnight 

Muncey — Snmuel Bose, whose attention 
shall be specially directed to the In- 
dustrial School ; Abraham Sickles 

Sangeeng — ^William Herkimer 

Grand River— William Ryerson 

New Credit— Bowley Heyland 

Newmarket and Snake Island— Joseph 
Messmore, John Goodfellow 

Cartwrightand Sohoogog— Stephu. Miles 



Alderville— Wm. Case, whose attention 
shall be specially directed to the In- 
dustrial School. One to be sent. 

Bice and Mud Lake— Robert Brooking, 
John Sunday 

Bama and Orilia— William Steer 

Beausoliel and French Biver— To be 
supplied 

Sydenham and Owen's Sound — One 
wanted 

DOMESTIC MISSIONS IN THE NEW SET- 
TLEMENTS. 

Gosfi eld— Robert Corson 
Amhertsburgh— Richard Whiting. One 
to be sent.who shall reside at Sandwich 
Mono — William Dignam 
Notawasaga— To be supplied 
St. Vincent— To be supplied 
Barrie — Lewis Warner. One to be sent 
Crock— Cornelius Flummerfelt 
Goderich— Samuel Fear, Thos. Peacock 
Adelaide- To be supplied 
Wardsville — Charles Silvester 
Stratford — George Case 
Peel — Charles Fish ; Ezra Adams, super- 
annuated 
Guelph — James Spencer, Wm. 8. GriflBn 
Chippewa— Beuhev E. Tupper, Nelson 

Brown 
Glandford and Seneca — George Tonng. 
One to be sent Andrew Prindle, su- 
perannuated. 
Shaunonville — William Chapman 
Norwood— Wm. Morton, Andrew Smith 
Hungerford— Thomas Cleghom 
Cornwall— £. Sallows, J. Armstrong, 8d 
Osgoude — Henry Shaler. One to be sent 
St. Andrew's— Francis Coleman, Erastus 

Hurlburt 
Bonchere — Thomas Hanna 
Clarendon and Onslow— William M. Pat- 
tyson. One to be sent 

II. — CANADA: EASTERN DISTRICT. 

William Squire, Chairman of the Dit- 
triot, and General Superintendent. 

Montreal — John Jenkins, Charles de 
Wolfe, A.M.. Charles Lavelle 

Quebec— Charles Churchill 

Three Rivers — Thomas Campbell 

Wesleyville — Henry Fox 

St. John's— George H. Davis 

Chambly — John Douglas 

Huntingdon — James Brock 

Russelton — Hugh Montgomery 

Odell Town and Hemingford---John C. 
Davidson 

Clarenceville — Benjamin Slight, A.M. 

St. Armand's— John Borland 

Dunham — William Scott 
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Shefford — ^Bafas A. Flanders 
Stanstead — John Tompkins 
Crompton — ^Malcolm M'Donald 
Sherbrook and Eatoa — ^Henry Lanton, 

John Armstroog 
Melbourne and Danville— E. 8. Ingalls 
Leeds — Oiflhrd Dorey 

III. — TUB MOyA SCOTIA DISTSICT. 

Epbraim Evans, Chairman of the Dis- 
trict, and General Superintendent. 

Halifax — Epbraim Evans, J.M'Murray; 
Wm. Bennett, snpemumerary 

Hslifax Coonty — Alexander W. M'Leod, 
George W. Tattle 

Lanenberg — Rowland Morton 

Liverpool and Mills Yillsge— Biobard 
Weddall. One wanted 

Shelbume— James Armstrong 

Barrington— William Wilson 

Yarmouth— Richard Williams 

Horton and Cornwallis — ^lliomas H. 
Davies, Henry Pope, 2nd 

Windsor--John Marshall ; Matthew 
Richey,D.D.. supernumerary 

Newport and Maitland— Hy. Pope, 1st, 
Boberl E. Crane 

Truro and River John— Wm. M'Carty 

Amherst and Meccan— Wm. Croscombe 

Parresborough— George O. Hnestis 

Wallace — Jeremiah V. Jost 

Biver Philip— One wanted. 

Guysborough— Richard Smith 

CAPR BRBTOX. 

Sydney— Wesley C. Seals 
Ship-Harbour— One wanted 

PBINCB EDWABD'S ISLAND. 

Charlotte Town— Frederick Sroallwood. 
One to be sent. John B. Strong, sup. 
Pownal— James B. Narraway 
Bedeqne — James Buckley 
Tryon and Crapaud— One wanted 
Murray Harbour— One wanted 

BRRMUDA, 

Hamilton, &c.— John B. Brownell; Geo. 
Douglas, 2nd, assistant missionary ; 
Jas. Home. Thos. H. Smith, supers. 

IV — THR NRW BRUNSWICK DISTRICT. 

Richard Knight, Chairman of the Dis- 

trict, and General Superintendent. 
St. John, South (Germain-street, &c ) — 

Bicharp Knight, Robert Cooney 
St. John, North (Portland)— William 

Smith, 2nd 
St. John, West (Carl ton)— Wm.T. Cardy, 

James Taylor, 2nd 
Frederictou — Will{am Temple 
Nashwaak— One wanted 
Sheffield, &o.— William Smithson 



Mill-TowD— Ingham Sutoliflis 

St Stephen's and St. David'a— George 

M. Barratt 
St. Andrew's — George Miller 
Sackville — James G. Hennigar 
Pointpde^nte — George Johnson 
Petitcodiao William Allen, 2ad 
Hopewell— Robert A. Chesley 
Sussex-Yale— Joseph F. Bent 
Woodstock and Andover— John Allison, 

John G Manley 
Annapolis— Michael Pickles 
Bridge-Town— Arthur M*Nutt 
Aylesford — Richard Shepherd 
Digby and Sissiboo— One wanted 
Miramichi — Christopher Lockbart 
Richibucto— B. Alder Temple 
Bathurst— John Prince 
Dalhousie— One earnestly requested 
Wesleyan Academy, Mount Allison, 

Westmoreland — Humphrey Pickard, 

A.M., Principal ; Albert Desbrisay, 

supernumerary. Chaplain 
N.B.— Henry Daniel is returning home 

• T.— TBB NEWFOUNDLAND DISTBICT. 

Edmund Botterell, Chairman of the 
District, and General SuperinteDdent. 
St. John's— Edm. Botterell, J. S. Addy 
Harbour-Grace— William E. Shenstone 
Carbonear— James Norris 
Blackhead— Thomas Angwin 
Perlican — James England 
Island Cove— Samuel W. Spregue 
Port>de-Grave— One earnestly reqaested 
Brigus— John Snowball 
Trinity Bay— One wanted 
Bonavista -Adam Nightingale 
Green Bay— John Brewster 
Burin — Jonn S. Peach 
Grand Bank— Elias Brettle 
Hant's Harbour— William Poole Wells 
Hermitage Cove— One wanted 

TBRBITOBIES OF THE HUDSON'S BAT 
. COMPANY. 

Norway Hous^, Lake WimApeg—Wm. 

I f Mason 

Moose Factory — One wanted 

Lac-la-Pluie and Fort Alexander— Peter 
Jacob, Assistant Misf^ionary 

Edmonton and Rooky Mountuns — One 
wanted 

Tbe Superintendent of these missions 
is, for the present, placed under the 
direction of the Rev. Enoch Wood, 
and the Rev John Jenkins, the Super- 
intendent of Montreal. 

NB.— B D. Griffith is placed nnder 
the direction of tbe Miss. Committee. 



Printed by S. Harrison, Higb-straet, Sheffiekl. 
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